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Corn Mayor Barbara Nurnberg Recognized by Oklahoma 
Municipal League for Continued Public Service

SWOSU Parks and Rec Students 
Utilize Regional Property for Research

Provided
Weatherford Mayor Mike Brown, left, representing the Oklahoma Municipal League hands Corn Mayor 
Barbara Nurnberg, right, a certificate recognizing her twenty-five years of service to the town of Corn.

 A special presentation held on January 14th honors 
Mayor Barbara Nurnberg for her tremendous 25 years of 
service on the Town Board of Corn. Officially beginning 
in February of 1996, Barbara accepted a position to join 
the board. In November of 2009, she became Mayor of 
Corn and has since been providing leadership, guidance, 
and support at the highest level. Barbara is also an active 
member of the local Calvary Baptist Church and also 
American Auxiliary

Barbara always put the well-being of her town and 
community first, and she had complete faith and trust in 
the board members, support, and ideas around her. Her 
most recent vision came to fruition in August of 2020. Her 
idea to create a fun and refreshing place for everyone to 
enjoy took the shape of a park and splash pad. There was 
a big undertaking but it was completed and has been a 
great source of entertainment for the town of Corn.

In recognition of her continuous service, the Oklahoma 
Municipal League (OML) held a presentation with 
Weatherford Mayor Mike Brown as the presenter. The 
OML, “Serves as the individual and collective voice of 
local government officials in the state of Oklahoma”. The 
OML is also recognized as the utmost respected voice of 
Oklahoma municipalities throughout the state.

Part of the support the OML provides is training and 
education workshops to ensure Oklahoma cities and towns 
are functioning in open, efficient, and effective ways. 
Barbara has exemplified this practice and has been a major 
advocate to foster a safe and growing community. Thank 
you Barbara for your outstanding and dedicated service.

From Chris Lowan, who has served with and seen 
Barbara in action, “She doesn't serve from above, she 
serves in the trenches”.

Find us on 
Facebook

Search “West 
OK

Weekly”

Parks and Recreation 
Management students at 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
S ta te  Unive r s i ty  in 
Weatherford recently 
p u b l i c l y  p r e s e n t e d 
research findings from 
their fall 2021 field projects 
in Range Management 
t a u g h t  b y  S W O S U 
Associate Professor Dr. 
Zach Jones.

S t u d e n t - d i r e c t e d 
research in the Parks and 
Recreation Management 

D e p a r t m e n t  a l l o w s 
students to work on 
project topics of their 
interest while practicing 
the basic tenets of Natural 
Resources Science to 
consider, inform and 
address common real-
world  contemporary 
issues affecting habitat, 
wildlife and humans.

Oral poster presentations 
by class members included 
these topics: the effects 
of native and non-native 
grasslands on mammalian 
communities, influences of 
automated feeders on deer 
population movements and 
behaviors, quantification 
and distribution of aquatic 
vertebrates ut i l izing 
agricultural ponds, age 
structure and dispersal 
patterns of invading 

cedar trees in grasslands, 
hunting behavior and 
strategy differences of 
predatory birds, land-
use changes that affect 
riparian tree species and 
forest age structure along 
the Washita River, and 
bedding site-selection 
preferences of white-tailed 
deer in western Oklahoma. 

All projects utilized and 
depended upon access and 
help from regional property 
owners. Jones issued a 
thanks to Jack Albright, 
GeoReta and Terry Jones, 
Kirk Meacham, Yvonne 
and Jack Carpenter, 
SWOSU and many other 
landowners that graciously 
grant SWOSU students 
permission to sample on 
their properties each year. 



Dean was born March 31, 
1932, in Ansley, Nebraska to 
Namen and Mary (Franzen) 
Bouma and passed away 
Wednesday, January 5, 2022, 
at his home in Weatherford 
having reached the age of 
89 years, 9 months, 5 days. 

Dean was raised and 
attended school in Arcadia, 
Nebraska, graduating in 1950.  He enlisted in the Air 
Force during the Korean Conflict. Dean returned to 
Kimball, Nebraska where on June 7, 1959, he married 
Evelyn Haug and started their family.  He worked as 
a gas plant operator until 1970 and later moved to 
Carlsbad, New Mexico where he was a supervisor 
with a gas plant for 9 years.  In 1979, they moved 
to Weatherford where he opened a new gas plant in 
the Thomas area until 2002 when he retired.  Dean 
enjoyed playing music - guitar, piano, mandolin, and 
the harmonica.  He was a cowboy, enjoyed his church 
activities, the Full Gospel Business Men and spending 
time with family and friends.

Dean is survived by one son, Namen Bouma and 
wife, Christi of Weatherford; four daughters, Denise 
Lester and husband, Wally of Carlsbad, NM, Debra 
Simmons and husband, Roger of Carlsbad, NM, Danita 
McCormick and husband, James of Carlsbad, NM and 
Diane Bouma of Corn, OK; eight grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife; two brothers, Raymond “Bud” 
and Ed; seven sisters, Rachel, Frances, Myrtle, Betsy, 
Hazel, Ruth and Dorothy; and two grandsons, Michael 
and Joshua.
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Dean Bouma

Jackie Earl Miller

Christopher Lee Marris

J a c k i e  E a r l  M i l l e r 
was born April 12, in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma, 
during the blizzard of 1938, 
to Amos Miller and Frieda 
Sadie (Blum) Miller and 
passed away on January 
6, 2022 at the age of 83.  
Jackie lived his entire life in 
only three homes all within 
a mile-and-a-half of each other northeast of Hydro, 
Oklahoma.  He attended Hydro Public school from first 
through 12th grade, graduating in 1956. He was active in 
FFA and was a member of both the land and the pasture 
judging teams. As an adult, Jackie served on the Hydro 
school board for 10 years. 

A classmate commented that everyone always knew 
Jackie would become a farmer.  He took over farming 
operations at the age of 18 when his father passed away, 
in 1956. Jackie had worked previously for John Russell 
at his service station in Hydro and later worked at the 
Hydro Co-op service station delivering fuel to local 
farmers.

Jackie raised cattle with his son Jerrald, beginning 
their ranching operations by working cattle owned 
by Marshal Felton.  Throughout the years Jerrald and 
Jackie, with periodic fence work done by the grandsons, 
built a thriving cattle business.  With the passing of his 
son Jerrald, Jackie turned to Marshal’s great grandson, 
Matt McKay to partner with in his own cattle operations.

Jackie farmed in conjunction with two of his cousins 
Dean Schantz and his son Merlin Schantz. He farmed 

land for other owners and baled hay for a multitude 
of farmers in the surrounding area.  He raised wheat, 
cotton, milo, and in later years Bermuda grass.  Jackie 
always supported the local FFA chapter and invested his 
time and skills with young farmers in the area, several 
of whom served as pallbearers for his service. He 
would start them out doing basic farm tasks until they 
developed additional skills leading to more complex 
operations, eventually helping them obtain their own 
equipment and farming operations. 

Jackie married Merrietta Kareen Cook on April 
fourteenth, 1962 at the Hydro Church of the Nazarene 
where her father was the pastor.  Their union lasted 59 
years and produced two children: a son Jerrald Wayne 
born December 23, 1963 and a daughter Janelle LaVon 
born January 9, 1966. Jackie was a member of the 
Nazarene Church in Hydro from birth and served on the 
church leadership board for 53 years. He and Merrietta 
went on many Work and Witness service missions, to 
Brazil, Indonesia, Swaziland, France, and Italy. He also 
accompanied a few youth Mennonite Disaster Service 
teams with Merrietta, as an adult sponsor. Jackie enjoyed 
the work aspect of these trips more than the travel and 
sightseeing and always enjoyed returning to his own 
bed once the trip had concluded.

Jackie loved tractor pulls and watched as a spectator 
both in person and on television, for many years.  He 
especially enjoyed participating in the tractor pulls at the 
Hydro Free Fair and was very successful in competition.  
He delighted in attending farm shows and equipment 
auctions at times simply for the social interaction with 
other farmers. He found great joy in watching sports and 
he and Merrietta attended numerous basketball games 
for Hydro school sports teams.  He especially enjoyed 
watching his three grandsons participate in baseball, 
basketball and football and was exceptionally proud of 
their sports achievements.

Jackie had a sweet tooth and loved candy.  He would 
shop for groceries at the Hydro Food Mart/Deer Creek 
Market simply to be able to pick up a bag of candy 
while he was there. He roasted fresh local peanuts and 
made his own chocolate covered peanut clusters to share 
with his friends and grandsons. He could often be found 
taking his grandsons to help him with farm work and 
then to the Quick Stop for a coke and some candy.  If 
his grandsons weren’t available, he would find some of 
the kids around the neighboring farms and take them 
along for his daily snack times.

He will be sadly missed by so many, especially his 
Quick Stop buddies, with whom he shared coffee every 
morning and later in life he added a mid-afternoon 
stop. Jackie was an example for many. The simple and 
deeply felt compliment has been extended immediately 
by so many is that "Jackie was a good man." Few really 
deserve that title, but he does if anyone does. Hydro 
will be in deficit.

Proceeded in death by his son Jerrald Wayne Miller, 
his parents Amos Miller and Frieda Sadie (Blum) Miller, 
his father-in-law Alvin Bryce Cook and mother-in-law 
Naomi Lucille (Harris) Cook

Survivors include wife Merrietta Kareen (Cook) 
Miller of the home in Hydro; daughter Janelle LaVon 
(Miller) and husband Randel L Zabel of Oklahoma City; 
grandsons: Ryan Scott Zabel, Colby Bryson Zabel, and 
Shane Foster Zabel all of Edmond OK; sister-in-law 
Lynette Darlene Cook of Oklahoma City;and brother-
in-law Dale Ellsworth Cook of Binger OK.  

Christopher Lee Marris was born June 28, 1966, in 
Altus Air Force Base to Edwyn Austin and Patricia 
Ruth (Old Crow) Marris and passed away Thursday, 
January 6, 2022, at his home in Norman, at the age 
of 55 years, 6 months and 8 days. 

Christopher was raised and attended school in 

Irving, TX, graduating 
w i t h  t h e  C l a s s  o f 
1984.  He received his 
Bachelor’s degree from 
Haskell Indian Nation 
University in computer 
science.   Chris topher 
furthered his education 
at Devry University.  He 
was an independent IT 
tech.  Christopher enjoyed music, concerts, Dallas 
Cowboys and OU Football and spending time with 
family and friends

Christopher is survived by his brother, Eddie 
Marris of Irving, TX; his sister, Tricia Peterson 
and husband Jack, of Norman; nephew, Tyler Boyd 
and wife, Carmen of Norman; niece, Lindsay Boyd 
and fiancé, James Spake of Norman; and great-
nephew, Flint Boyd.  Christopher was preceded in 
death by his parents; maternal grandparents, Lillian 
Pratt Toahty and Denny Old Crow; and paternal 
grandparents, Mart Lee and Anne Tom Marris.

Evelyn Mildred Petrowsky

F u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s 
f o r  E v e l y n  M i l d r e d 
Petrowsky, 95 year-old 
Weatherford resident , 
w e r e  h e l d  M o n d a y, 
January 17, 2022, 2:00 
P.M. at Grace Lutheran 
Church with Doug Chain 
officiating.  Burial will 
fol low in  Greenwood 
Cemetery under the direction of Lockstone Funeral 
Home.

Evelyn was born June 10, 1926, in Rice County, 
Kansas to Sebastian John and Gertrude Sophia 
(Koch) Ricker and passed away Thursday, January 
13, 2022, at Weatherford Regional Hospital.

Evelyn was raised on a farm on Cow Creek in 
Rice County, Kansas and attended a one-room 
school house before graduating from Bushton High 
School in 1944.  After graduating high school, 
she worked as a nurse’s aide in Sterling, Kansas 
for 2 years.  On August 26, 1946, Evelyn married 
Clarence Petrowsky in Ellinwood, Kansas and 
they made their home in Topeka, Kansas.  They 
lived in Norman, Oklahoma from 1949 until 1951 
when they moved to Tonkawa, Oklahoma for 10 
years and then to Goodwell, Oklahoma.  In 1963, 
they moved to Weatherford, Oklahoma where she 
later worked as a surgery technician at Weatherford 
Regional Hospital for 11 years.  Evelyn loved being 
outdoors.  She enjoyed working in her garden and 
flower beds, quilting, crafts, cooking and spending 
time with family and friends.  Memorials may be 
made to Grace Lutheran Church.

Evelyn is survived by her four daughters: Debra 
Kay Clark and husband, Tom of Winston, Georgia; 
Kathryn Dee Petrowsky and husband, Andy Frye of 
Garnett, Kansas; Susie Minton and husband, Trey 
of Weatherford; and Tammy Gorman and husband, 
Jeff of Colorado Springs, Colorado; and one son, 
Marc Petrowsky and wife, Margaret of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; eleven grandchildren; and eleven 
great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband; three brothers, John, Ervin 
and Elmer; three sisters, Ethel, Mabel and Bernice; 
and one daughter, Sherri.
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Christianity, considered to have been founded on Christian principles and values, 
is on the decline in the U.S.; according to a recent poll by the Pew Research Center. 
In an article recorded in the Baptist Press, the number of people who considered 
themselves Protestants dropped 10 percent in the last decade. Catholics stayed 
about the same.

Those who identified themselves as Christians outpaced those with no religious 
affiliation by a two-to-one margin. However, in 2007, Christians held a five-to-one 
margin. Clearly Christianity is losing ground. Other Pew Research findings show 
people are also praying less. Only 48 percent of adults said they pray daily now 
as opposed to 58 percent in 2007. It is not hard to find a correlation between the 
decrease in prayer and the decline of Christianity. 

In these days 41 percent of adults in the U.S. consider religion very important 
in their lives, compared to 56 percent in 2007. 

In contrast to this, the fastest growth of Christianity is found in the most unlikely 
places--In Iran and Afghanistan. As one of the early Christian fathers said, “the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

According to Operation World, the fastest growing Evangelic movement is in 
Iran. Disillusionment with the current, Islamic regime has caused thousands to turn 
to the Christian faith.”In the past 20 years more Iranians have become Christians 
than in the past 13 centuries.” Whereas, in 1979, it was estimated that there were 
only 500 Christians in Iran; today conservative estimates place the number at close 
to a million.  They own no property, no buildings, no central leadership, and they 
are pro-Israel. They strive to make disciples not converts. 

The question of why, in the midst of persecution and at the risk of their lives, 
are they willing to share their faith, and  meet in secret places to pray, sing and 
worship. And why in the USA with all of our freedoms, technology, training, 
buildings and tools, are we on the decline. It might be noted that, historically, the 
early church confronted similar opposition as the Iranians and yet Christianity 
exploded across the world. 

In this brief space, I would not attempt an in-depth analysis of the situation; 
but I might offer a few observations. We are comfortable and complacent. The 
Iranians are anything but that. In our wealth and ease we are self-sufficient. We 
think, unconsciously, that we have it within our means to handle our own issues 
and we have lost sight of (if we ever owned it) our responsibility to carry the 
message of Christ and the cross to the ends of our street and the ends of the earth. 

Secondly, it seems that the God, the Holy Spirit, has a special feeling for the 
persecuted.  His Spirit has moved with power to empower and give courage 
and insight to those who sincerely seek Him. He has used visions, dreams and 
miraculous events to show himself strong in their behalf. On the contrary listen to 
the prayers offered in our churches. There is little brokenness, or call for repentance. 
There is not time set aside to just pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to fall on us 
and heal our hearts and our land. Society has worshiped the God of tolerance so 
we dare not speak the truth lest we offend. Let us pray for the persecuted church, 
but maybe we need their prayers as well. It seems that the Spirit of God is more 
at home with them then with us. To comment (and I really wish you would,) 
jhm82@outlook .com

Or call, 580-302-1142

HIGHER 
GROUND

Christianity is on the Decline

OG&E, CLEAResult Donate 208,000 Energy-Efficient Bulbs to Regional Food Bank

 Oklahoma Gas & Electric (OG&E) and CLEAResult, 
an energy optimization company, have donated 208,000 
energy-efficient LED bulbs to the Regional Food 
Bank of Oklahoma. The bulbs are being distributed by 
Regional Food Bank partners within the OG&E service 
area to help households living with food insecurity 
reduce energy costs.

“OG&E is proud to partner with the Regional Food 
Bank to distribute energy-saving LED light bulbs to 
community members living with hunger,” said Keith 
Erickson, director of sales and business development 
at OG&E. “In addition to helping lower energy 

consumption, these bulbs can last up to 25 times longer 
than incandescent bulbs. By providing LEDs, we are 
not only helping recipients save on replacement costs, 
but also lowering household expenses for Oklahomans 
facing food insecurity.”

Since 2015, OG&E has donated more than 1.7 million 
bulbs to the Regional Food Bank. OG&E employees 
are also active volunteers, having donated more than 
1,000 hours volunteering in the Regional Food Bank's 
Volunteer Center.

"Not only does this donation provide our partners with 
a much-desired item, it also offers Oklahomans living 
with food insecurity utility savings that can help them 
stretch their monthly budgets even further," said Stacy 
Dykstra, chief executive officer of the Regional Food 
Bank. "We are so grateful to OG&E and CLEAResult 
for their innovative and generous donation."

The bulbs will be packaged and prepared for 
distribution by volunteers in the Regional Food Bank's 
Volunteer Center. Volunteer opportunities are currently 
available throughout the fall. Visit rfbo.org/volunteer 
to learn more.

About CLEAResult
CLEAResult started in Austin, Texas, in 2003 with a 

simple idea: a results-oriented company could have a 
positive impact by helping people make smart energy 
decisions. In the years since, we've grown to become 
the single largest provider of energy solutions in North 
America. Now, with offices in over 60 cities in the U.S. 
and Canada, we're able to tailor our efforts to fit our 
utility clients' specific needs, while positively impacting 
the energy landscape on a global scale. We work every 
day to change the way people use energy.  

ONLY PAY FOR 
WHAT YOU NEED
Call us today and choose  
your unlimited plan to  
mix, match, and save.

$30/MOAS LOW AS

UNLIMITED
CELLULAR 

VoLTE device and SIM card required for unlimited plans. Data only devices are 
excluded from unlimited plans. Other restrictions may apply. Service not available 
in all areas. $30 unlimited plan requires minimum of 3 lines on unlimited plans.

JAN-Pioneer-Cellular-NewspaperAds.indd   24JAN-Pioneer-Cellular-NewspaperAds.indd   24 12/15/21   9:45 AM12/15/21   9:45 AM

SWOSU Parks and Rec Students Utilize Regional Property for Research
Parks and Recreation Management students 

at Southwestern Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford recently publicly presented research 
findings from their fall 2021 field projects in Range 
Management taught by SWOSU Associate Professor 
Dr. Zach Jones.

Student-directed research in the Parks and 
Recreation Management Department allows students 
to work on project topics of their interest while 
practicing the basic tenets of Natural Resources 
Science to consider, inform and address common 
real-world contemporary issues affecting habitat, 
wildlife and humans. 

Oral poster presentations by class members included 
these topics: the effects of native and non-native 
grasslands on mammalian communities, influences of 

automated feeders on deer population movements and 
behaviors, quantification and distribution of aquatic 
vertebrates utilizing agricultural ponds, age structure 
and dispersal patterns of invading cedar trees in 
grasslands, hunting behavior and strategy differences 
of predatory birds, land-use changes that affect 
riparian tree species and forest age structure along the 
Washita River, and bedding site-selection preferences 
of white-tailed deer in western Oklahoma. 

 All projects utilized and depended upon access 
and help from regional property owners. Jones 
issued a thanks to Jack Albright, GeoReta and Terry 
Jones, Kirk Meacham, Yvonne and Jack Carpenter, 
SWOSU and many other landowners that graciously 
grant SWOSU students permission to sample on their 
properties each year. 

Provided
SWOSU student Greyson Weedon of Arapaho 
recently presented research on Washita Riparian 
forests on the Weatherford campus. With him are 
(left) SWOSU President Dr. Diana Lovell and (right) 
Dr. Zach Jones, associate professor in the Allied 
Health Sciences Department.



BEST PRICE IN TOWN- 
Cleaning service, honest 
and reliable, free estimates, 
20+ years experience. 918-
703-9957

Cartwheel Coins of Custer 
County has silver coins for 
sale. I live in Weatherford. 
(580) 890-8076 thisoldcoin@
yahoo.com Trent

 

'16 3/4 ton Dodge pick-up 
bed - Brand new. $1650.00 
(405) 639-9667

'1955 Ford Crown Victoria- 
Rebuilt engine with body 
work finished and primed 
as well as new brakes. For 
sale or trade. $6500. 405-
545-0579

For Sale-  Hi -L i f t  jack 
mount, fits jeep wrangler, 
for mounting jack on hood 
hinges. $50. (580) 302-2496

‘60 Chevrolet pickup- long 
bed, good straight 6 engine 
clear title, $1850 (405) 952-
7129

‘79 Oldsmobile Delta- 
88 350 motor, automatic 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  l e s s 
t h a n  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s 
 garage kept; $4500 405-
952-7129

'01 Chevy Venture Van- 
$2,000. (580) 613-0108

For Sale- Ford V8 motor 5.4 
engine with tinted windows. 4 
door, tool box and step-side. 
140K miles. $6,000 OBO

For Sale- 4 235x65R16 
Tires.Good tread in excellent 
condition. $50 each. 580-
302-2496 or 580-772-7530

For Sale- 2015 Dodge 
Flatbed pickup. $1000. 405-
639-9667

84' Harley XLX-  61 cubic 
inches, sportster, S&S carb., 
dual straights, low miles, 
$3,500. (405) 637-8137

For sale or trade: 2002 
Suzuki Savage 5500 miles. 
$2,500 OBO or t rade. 
Excellent condition. Go-
Kart frame willing to trade. 
405-639-9667
    
2001 Honda 600CC- good 
conidition, new battery, navy 
blue, 16k miles, $2,000. 405-
892-8301

For Sale- 2 Yamaha ATV's. 
$3000 per or get both for 
$5000. Call 580-628-1383

For Sale- Antique Roll Top 
Desk. $250 OBO. Call 580-
772-3662

For Sale- 4-door chest, 
(2) night stands, electric 
LayZBoy, wood shelves, 6-ft 
computer desk, 6-ft bookcase 
with adjustable shelves, 4-ft 
bookcase. (580) 772-5175

For Sale- Bedroom suite with 
triple dresser and 5-drawer 
chest. $750. Antique kitchen 
cabinet $300. and much 
more. (580) 772-3662

For Sale- Antique drawleaf 
oak pub table with six caned 
bottom barley twist chairs. 
$750 (580) 445-6765

For Sale- Adirondack chairs,  
handmade with screws 
instead of nails $60. 580-
613-0108

For Free- Cook stove. Oven 
doesn't work but burners do. 
Free. 580-613-0108

For Sale- Set of 6 matching 
spindleback chairs. Very 
good condition. In part or all. 
$20 per chair. 580-613-0108

For Sale- Brand New Crock 
Pot. $10. 580-613-0108

Free- High Chair. 580-613-
0108

For Sale-  Large Punch/ 
Koolaid dispenser. Holds 
several gallons. $15. 580-
613-0108

For Sale- Nearly New all 
wood Baby bed with matress. 
Excellent Condition. $100. 
580-613-0108

For Sale- Anitque Curved 
g lass  Ch ina  Cab ine t . 
Mirrored and lighted.  $1500. 
580-243-1143

For Sale- Kenmore 22 Cu Ft. 
Side by Side Refrigerators, 
Bisque Color, Water & Ice 
in door. $350.00. 772-7530 
or302-2496

For Sale- Troybilt garden 
tiller with 7hp motor, like 
new. $600. 8N Ford tractor, 
good condition. $1,500. (580) 
729-0001

For Sale- 18" Muccullough 
Chainsaw brand new chain 
with case and extra chain. 
$50. (2) Ryobi Weed eaters. 
Bolens weed eater 10" 
Craftsman tablesaw. (580) 
819-1399

For Sale- (4) rear tractor tires 
480/80R42 or 18.4R42. $1000 
OBO. (580) 774-7242

For Sale-(2) Riding Lawn 
mower t rade.  OBO (2) 
rototillers trade OBO (405) 
639-9667

For  Sa le -  Weedea te r 
attachements blower, edger, 
$20 each. Murray high Wheel 
Mower ($100). Huskee Mower 
($100)  (580) 302-2496 or 
(580) 772-7530

For Sale-  "Used round 

galvanized stock tanks, 3 ft 
($50) & 5 ft ($60). RubberMaid 
Wavebrake w/wheels, mop 
roller + mop ($75)." All OBO.

For Sale- Wood Splitter. 3HP 
BNS motor. $800. 580-302-
3301

For Sale- Honda lawnmower, 
used one season. $400 
bought brand new for $765 
(580-445-6765

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS- at 
the Friends For Life Animal 
Society. Kittens, cats, puppies 
and dogs available. You can 
browse adoptable animals at 
www.okfflas.org

For Sale- Schnauzers, all 
our babies are raised in 
our home, very socialized, 
happy, healthy, loving, lots of 
colors, registered, 5 yr health 
guaranteed, new babies are 
ready to go now, Facebook, 
Rhinestone Schnauzers. 
Taking deposits. Lorie (580) 
210-9127

Rescue  dogs-  G rea t 
pyrenees (580) 291-3875

White 2 year old pitbull, has 
all shots, has papers for 
service dog, likes kids, very 
lovable. (580) 302-4991

For Adoption- Two 3 year 
old Labrador mixes. Male 
and Female. Female is 
spayed, but Male is not 
neutered. Looking for one 
home for both. They need 
open space. 580-302-4034

In Search of- Free Kitten. 
Call 580-613-0108

For Sale- BEEF! Natural 
grass fed longhorn beef, 
95% lean, no hormones, 
non-GMO. Can sell a few 
pounds or up to a whole 
beef, Fay, OK, 580-445-
8223.

Beef for Sale- natural grass 
fed beef, no hormones or 
chemicals used, no GMO 
feeds given, 95% lean. Can 
sell 1lb. up to a whole beef. 
First come, first serve. (580) 
309-0135

Trail Rides by Horseback- 
horses provided, hayrides, 
hayride & cookout, riding 
lessons, lunch/dinner rides, 
bring your horse too and 
more! Like us on Facebook. 
Old Caldwell Trail Stables. 
2 mi. SE of Fay, OK. www.
oldcaldwelltrail.com.  (580) 
309-0135.

FRESH PEANUTS- Raw, 
Roasted, In-shell, Peanut 
Brittle, www.gooberhouse.
com. Carnegie, 580-654-
1175

Mixed Dry /Seasoned 
Firewood! $95/rick. Self 

Load! $120/rick delivered 
in Weatherford! Call (580) 
772-7665 or (580) 330-2454

For Sale- 2x4's - $1.00/ft. 
Three - 1/4" boards that are 
3, 4, and 5" wide. Three - 1" 
boards that are 3, 4, and 
5" wide. Sawhorses made 
to order. Two - 75 and 100 
gallon plastic tanks. One 
small ATV 4-wheeler frame. 
580-302-4991

COW HAY! 4'x5'=$74. Call 
580-330-2454. Weatherford

For Sale- metal garage door, 
railings and everything. $100. 
(405) 639-9667

For Sale- Double grass 
catcher, 42' or 48' in John 
Deere riding mower. $100 
580-819-1897

For Sale- (2) pairs of 501 
mens Levi jeans, 38x34 
pressed like new. $20/pair. 
580-330-1437

For Sale- Selling veteran 
and collector estate sale, 
German WWII regalia for 
sale. 580-330-1437

For Sale- Authentic Mexican 
sombrero. $25 580-613-
0108

For Sale- 2,200 45 inch 
80's and 90's country and 
western vinyl records. $300 
OBO. 405-542-7510

For Sale- Honeywell Home 
Safe. 87 cu inches of interior 
space with a security access. 
Asking $200 OBO. 580-774-
4070

For Sale- New large Dark 
Green and Tan Dooney 
& Burke purse.  Great 
Christmas Gift! $75 580-
772-2300

I S O - U S E D ,  o l d e r , 
dependable vehicle, manual 
transmission for a first time 
driver. (405) 821-1749

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
classifieds@westokweekly.com

(580) 772-5939

BUSINESS SRVCS/
PRODUCTS

AUTOMOBILES & AUTO 
MISC.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

PETS & ANIMALS

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

MISC.

109 W. Main St. * Hydro, OK  73048 * 405-663-2354

Open Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

January 10th - January 22nd

Grocery  Produce
Honeycomb - Cocoa Pebbles - Golden Crisp - Fruity Pebbles….. 2 for $5.00 Squash - Yellow - Zucchini…................................... $0.99 lb.

Kelloggs Poptarts 20.3oz All Varieties…................. $3.79 U.S. #1 Russet Potatoes 5 lb. bag…........................ 2 for $3.00

Food Club Mayonnaise or Salad Dressing 30oz…..... $2.47 Red Potatoes…........................................................ $0.79 lb.

Food Club Salsa or Picante Sauce 15.5oz - 16oz All Varieties… $1.68 Halo Mandarins 2 lb. bag….................................. $3.99 

J.J. Fried Pies All Varieties…........................................... 2 for $1.00 Peppers- Red - Yellow - Orange…...................... 4 for $5.00

Campbells Cream of Mushroom or Chicken Soup…. 4 for $5.00 Cantagold Cantalopes …....................................... 2 for $5.00

Campbells Chicken Noodle or Tomato Soup…........ 4 for $5.00

Del Monte Cut Green Beans…............................... 2 for $3.00

FrozenFood Club Powdered Sugar 2 lb. bag…........................... 2 for $3.00

Kraft Deluxe Macaroni & Cheese Dinner 14oz….......... 2 for $7.00 Healthy Choice Steamers All Varieties…............... 2 for $5.00

Food Club Brown Sugar 2 lb. bag….................... 2 for $3.00 Green Giant Steamers 9 - 10oz All Varieties…..... $1.99 

Food Club Mandarin Oranges 15oz…........................ 2 for $3.00 Blue Bunny Ice Cream 46oz…........................................ $3.88 

Food Club Almond Bark 24oz….............................. 2 for $5.00 Food Club Blueberry Waffles 10 ct…................... 2 for $3.00

Food Club Self Rising Flour 5 lb. bag….................. $0.99 

Bear Creek Soup Mixes All Varieties…............ $3.49 Dry GroceryFood Club Tomatoes 28oz All Varieties….............. $0.88 

FolgersCoffee 24.2oz - 25.4oz….............................. $7.99 Clorox Disininfectant Wipes 75 ct….................................. $3.99 

Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix…...................................... $0.69 Food Club Foam Plates 50 ct…............................ 2 for $3.00

Kylitos Salsa 16oz All Varieties…........................ $2.99 Simply Done Plastic Cups 50ct…............................ $3.99 

Dairy
MeatFood Club Orange Juice 52oz…................................ 2 for $5.00

Food Club Chocolate Milk Half Gallon….................. $2.99 Boneless RibEye Steak….................................... $14.99 lb.

Food Club Buttermilk Half Gallon…...................... $2.99    Chicken Fry Steak…............................................ $6.59 lb.

Yoplait Yogurt 4 - 6 oz….................................... $0.59 Center Cut Pork Loin Roast…................................ $2.79 lb.

Food Club Butter 16oz…......................................... $2.69 Baby Back Ribs…................................................... $5.99 lb.

Cooks Thick Cut Ham Steaks…........................... $3.79 lb.

January 19-25, 2022 • WestOK Weekly • Page 4

WANTED



Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information…Christian Free Store – 
Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875. 
Alfalfa, OK Community Center “Bible Study,” Every Monday Night from 7:00-8:00 Hwy 58. (5 miles) South of Hwy 152. 
For Information contact 405-643-9211 Free and Open to the Public.

Happy Birthday Wishes for January 19th- Brodey Davis, Mary England, Allen Entz, Raydon Epp, Ryan Fos-
ter, Amy Haris, Garrett Hoffman, Jo Klingman, Candace Lanier, Phil Schmidt, Darrell Sheperd, Gracie Snow, Faye 
Trent, Delenna Williams; January 20th- Kurt Conway, Gena Donelson, Christy Green, Carolyn Keeton, Stephanie 
Schaunaman, Scott Steinly, Marie Stelting, Michelle Wolf; January 21st-Brent Bellamy, Richard Carpenter, Daniel 
Funkhouser, Nicole Garcia, Steve Gilbert, Cassey Green, Kim King, Pamala Knuaf, Tracee McPhearson, Danielle 
Merchant, Kelsey Schumacher, Joyce Skipworth, Betty Watson; January 22nd- Brian Adler, Robert Betche, Michael 
Brooks Jr., Jason Davis, Alexandria Dry, Dalaina Horn, Daniel Hughes, Kassie Jackson, Jeremy Jacobs, Jocye Kenney, 
Brandon Murray, Fred Parrett, Gabriel Simpson, James Spain, Creed Thomas, Debbie Wagner, Renee Wilkins, Bob 
Yoder; January 23rd- Steve Daniel, Kristi Mackin, Janis Scott, Ally Townsley; January 24th- Hadley Andes, Ercel 
Bryan, Tonya Buckner, Beth Cozzont, Myka Elizabeth Davis, Marissa Gathers, Dealrey Hertel, Meri Hix, Cindy Kes-
sler, Paula Merchant, Sue Mingus, Marcus Murray, Ray Nesmith, Marcia Rhoades, Meagan Stewart, Carie Strauch, 
Larry Thomason, Mitch Turney, Carlie Wood; January 25th- Cassandra Conway, Stephanie Daniel, Tressa Hobbs, 
Mike Karlin, Derek King, Kennedy Merrill, Karah Moxley, Ralph Schreiner, Wilma Smith, Debbie Waggoner. 
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Chad Gray/WW
The Weatherford Eagles Boys' Basketball team joined the Lady Eagles in adding some new hardware 
to their trophy case by defeating the Tuttle Tigers 59-49 to win the Weatherford Classic Basketball 
Tournament. 

Provided
The Weatherford High School Lady Eagles were crowned champions of the Weatherford Classic 
Basketball Tournament this month. The Lady Eagles defeated Piedmont 74-45 in the final match of the 
tournament.

Nine Southwestern Oklahoma State University coeds 
will compete for the title of Miss SWOSU at this year's 
competition on Saturday, January 29, at 7 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Center on the Weatherford campus. Candidates are 
(front from left): Chloe Williams, Altus; Olga Castaneda, 
Pampa (TX); and Chloe Mellott, Lawton. Back from 
left—Amy White, Tipton; Angela Nichols, Altus; Shauni 

Gilbreath, Fletcher; Emily Gill, Lawton; Kaitlyn Schrick, 
Frederick; and Kaysa Carpenter, Cordell. Tickets are on 
sale and available from any of the condidates as well 
as the SWOSU Public Relations/Marketing Office in 
Administration Building 205. Tickets are $10 for the 
general public and $5 for individuals with an SWOSU 
I.D. card. All tickets at the door will be $15. 

Nine to Compete in the Miss SWOSU 
Competition on January 29



                                                SPORTS  Presented by:

SWOSU Baseball Picked Seventh in Conference Preseason Poll
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 The Bulldogs got back in the win column on 
Thursday night following their 83-73 road victory over 
rival Northwestern.

"We've been almost there all season, so it felt good 
to come out on top tonight," Head Coach Terry Evans 
said in his post-game interview. "It was a tough 
environment, but our guys were ready to go. They 
came out and answered the bell. I'm so proud of our 
team tonight."

SWOSU built a double-digit lead towards the end of 
the first half they used throughout the rest of the way. 
With 7:28 left in the first half, both sides were knotted 
at 27-27 before SWOSU closed the half on a 20-8 run 
to lead by a dozen at the break.

Kamden Gipson connected on a three-point shot with 
8:52 to go in the game that gave SWOSU its largest 
lead of the night at 68-51, and from there SWOSU 
fought off final pushes from Northwestern.

Two separate times the Rangers were able to cut the 
margin to within six points in the closing minutes of the 
contest, but the Dawgs were able to answer with timely 
buckets to eliminate any threat of a momentum change.

The offense clicked all night. SWOSU shot 44% 
from the field as a team including 40% (10-for-25) 
from the three-point line. The Dawgs also got to the 
free throw line 21 times, knocking down 17 freebies 
for an 81% clip.

Eight Bulldogs scored in the contest and four of 
those finished in double figures. SWOSU was led by 
Damion Thornton who scored 20 points, had 10 assists, 
and grabbed nine rebounds – just one rebound shy of 
a triple double. Gipson scored 15 points, followed by 
Chris Braggs, Jr. with 13 and Mason Hart adding 10.

SWOSU finished with 19 assists as a team, marking 
a season best and five more than their previous high. 
The Dawgs also won the rebounding battle 37-33.

With the much-needed victory, the Dawgs move 
to 3-5 in Great American Conference play and find 
themselves right in the thick of the standings with 
plenty of basketball left to play.

The Great American Conference announced the 2022 
preseason coaches poll recently, where SWOSU was 
placed seventh.

Southern Arkansas – runner up in last year's NCAA 
Central Region Tournament – was picked first after 
earning seven first-place votes and 113 total points in 
the poll. Oklahoma Baptist (1), Arkansas Tech (3) and 
Henderson State (1) all also received first-place votes.

The Bulldogs were 21-18 in 2021 and 17-16 in 
GAC play, giving them the No. 8 seed going into the 
postseason conference tournament. Head Coach Zack 
Saunders is now in his 11th season at the helm of the 
program, having guided SWOSU to eight winning 
seasons and six top-four finishes in the Great American 
Conference.

 2022 Great American Conference Preseason    
  Baseball Coaches Poll

 
Place  School    Total  1st
1  Southern Arkansas  113  7
2  Oklahoma Baptist  104  1
3  Arkansas Tech   103  3
4  Arkansas Monticello  90  
5  Henderson State  82  1
6  Northwestern   79  
7  SWOSU   65  
8  Harding   50  
9  Southeastern   39  
10  Ouachita   34  
11  Southern Nazarene  19  
12  East Central   14

SWOSU Softball Chosen Eleventh in GAC Preseason Poll

Jon Chidester
SWOSU  Assistant AD/Media Relations

Provided
SWOSU's Damion Thornton squares up for a shot against a NWOSU Ranger. The Bulldogs would win 
on the road snapping their 4 game losing streak. The Bulldogs improved to 3-5 in GAC play. 

Bulldogs Collect Rivalry Win on the Road Against Rangers

Jon Chidester
SWOSU  Assistant AD/Media Relations

 The Great American Conference released the league's 
preseason softball poll, as voted on by the GAC's 12 
head coaches. SWOSU has been slated for an 11th-place 
finish in 2022.

Southern Arkansas is the preseason favorite to win 
the conference with seven first-place votes and 115 
total points, seven poll points ahead of Arkansas Tech 
who picked up three first-place votes. Southeastern also 
picked up two first-place votes.

SWOSU is coming off a 9-29 season where they 
finished 9-24 in GAC. 2019 Coach of the Year Kim 
Maher enters her sixth season leading the Bulldogs.

The Bulldogs open the 2022 season on February 11-
13 in Edmond at a tournament co-hosted by Central 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma Christian.

 2022 GAC Preseason Coaches Poll
 
Place  School    Total  1st
1  Southern Arkansas  115  7
2  Arkansas Tech   108  3
3  Southeastern   105  2
4  Harding   92  
5  Southern Nazarene  82  
6  Oklahoma Baptist  66  
7  Ouachita   59  
8  Arkansas Monticello  50  
9  East Central   47  
10  Henderson State  36  
11  SWOSU   21  
12  Northwestern   11  

Jon Chidester
SWOSU  Assistant AD/Media Relations
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Rivalry Win Gives Gipson & Thornton Bulldogs of the Week
SWOSU Men’s Basketball duo Kamden Gipson and 

Damion Thornton have been named Bulldogs of the 
Week following their 83-73 victory at Northwestern last 
Thursday. The award is brought to you by Wright Wradio, 
the home of SWOSU Athletics on both 95.5 ‘The Coyote’ 
and 100.3 ‘Coyote Classic.’

Gipson (Oklahoma City) helped the ball move around 
against the Rangers, finishing with a season best seven 
assists. He also added 15 points himself in the game as 
SWOSU’s second highest scorer. Gipson has had at least 
four assists for SWOSU in five of the last six games, 
after starting the first half of the season averaging just 
2.5 assists per game.

Thornton (Edmond) nearly had himself a triple-double, 
ending one rebound shy of the milestone mark. He did 
still collect his second double-double of the season after 
finishing with 20 points, 10 assists, and nine rebounds. 
Thornton’s 19.1 points per game currently ranks him third 
in the Great American Conference in scoring, while his 
7.7 rebounds puts him sixth in the league. 

Jon Chidester
SWOSU  Assistant AD/Media Relations

Provided
Sophomore Karly Gore dribbles to the goal in the Lady Bulldogs first loss since October. The Lady 
Bulldogs are 8-1 in GAC conference play despite the loss to rival NWOSU. 

1710 N. Airport Road, Weatherford, OK 73096
580-772-8221 • Wroughtiron77@yahoo.com 

General Welding Repair •Trailer Repair 
•Ornamental Iron Fencing

Hot Shooting Lady Rangers Snap SWOSU’s Win Streak

 SWOSU Women's Basketball had not lost a game 
since the month of October, but finally felt the pains 
of a loss again following their 79-68 defeat on the road 
against Northwestern on Thursday night.

The loss snaps a 13-game winning streak and a perfect 
Great American Conference record, moving SWOSU to 
8-1 in league play.

The No. 14/17-ranked Lady Bulldogs fell victim 
to a hot shooting Lady Ranger squad. Northwestern 
finished the night 55% as a team, compared to 41% 
from SWOSU.

SWOSU finished just 27% from deep including 3-of-
19 (16%) in the second half.  

The visiting Lady Dawgs trailed just 21-17 after the 
first quarter, but after the Lady Rangers shot 64% in 
the opening 10 minutes – it foreshadowed continual 
challenges the host team would pose. The deficit grew 
further in the second quarter after Northwestern rattled 
off a 12-2 run that spanned the first five minutes. At 
halftime, SWOSU trailed 46-31. Northwestern shot 64% 
as a team in each of the first two quarters.

Midway through the third quarter, SWOSU faced its 
largest deficit of the game – trailing 57-37. From that 
point, the Lady Bulldogs dug in and made their run.

Following a 30-16 run that spanned from the 5:00 
mark of the third quarter to the 1:09 mark of the fourth 
quarter, SWOSU had the game within six points. But 
with time running out and limited possessions remaining, 
they could not get themselves fully out of the hole dug 
earlier in the game and the buzzer sounded one final time.

Macy Gore and Makyra Tramble finished with 17 

Jon Chidester
SWOSU  Assistant AD/Media Relations

points apiece in the game. Karly Gore added 13 points. 
Lauren Ramey grabbed a team best nine rebounds.

Up next for the Lady Bulldogs will be Arkansas Tech 

on the road Thursday, January 20th after Saturday's 
contest against Southeastern was rescheduled due to 
COVID-19 protocols.

WEST CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
JANUARY 17th (Mon), 18th (Tues), 20th (Thurs), 21st (Fri), 22nd (Sat) 2022

BOYS’ BRACKET
HYDRO-EAKLY

CBA

CANUTE

ARAPAHO

SENTINEL

BF-DC

THOMAS

CALUMET

Tues 5:45 pm 

Mon 8:15 pm

Mon 5:45 pm 

Tues 8:15 pm

Friday 5:45 pm Thursday 5:45 pm

Friday 8:15 pm

CONSOLATION
Saturday 2:20 pm

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 7:40 pm

Thursday 8:15 pm

Saturday 5:00 pm*TOP TEAMS WEAR LIGHT

Scan the QR Code for
an updated bracketTBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

WEST CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
JANUARY 17th (Mon), 18th (Tues), 20th (Thurs), 21st (Fri), 22nd (Sat) 2022

GIRLS’ BRACKET
HYDRO-EAKLY

CBA

THOMAS

CANUTE

CALUMET

SENTINEL

BF-DC

ARAPAHO

Tues 4:30 pm

Mon 7:00 pm

Mon 4:30 pm

Tues 7:00 pm

Friday 4:30 pm Thursday 4:30 pm

Friday 7:00pm

CONSOLATION 
Saturday 1:00 pm

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 6:20 pm

Thursday 7:00pm

Saturday 3:40 pm*TOP TEAMS WEAR LIGHT

Scan the QR Code for
an updated bracketTBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD
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Oklahoma History: The Sensational Jim Thorpe
Chase Wright 
Staff Writer

Trent Boesen

 Since the U.S. Mint is presently minting the 2022 
dated Silver Eagles the bureau released the total 
mintages for the 2021 Silver Eagle. 

     In June 2021 the U.S. Mint released the new 
reverse design of the Silver Eagle which replaces 
the reverse design of 1986. The production totals of 
both the original 1986 and the “new” reverse design 
comes to 28,275,000 coins. 

     The American Silver Eagles are produced at 
Philadelphia, West Point, and San Francisco. 

     Mint marks do not appear on any of the bullion 
coins showing where they were produced. Anytime 
a person can trade “Fiat” dollars for silver is always 
a good idea. (Fiat is Latin for “Let it be” whatever 

the U.S. Government wants the dollar to be valued).
Need help selling a coin collection for extra 

cash? Don’t know who to ask? Call The Coin Guy 
at 580-890-8076 to make an  appointment. Thanks 
for reading.

"The Coin Guy"
2021 

Silver 
Eagle 

Mintages 
Released

Oklahoma has had no shortage of world changing 
people in its history. People who have shaped different 
aspects of life from media, entertainment, aviation, 
law, pioneering, business, and sports. People like Will 
Rogers, Wiley Post, Thomas Stafford, Troy Aikman, 
Boone Pickens, and Sam Walton. Folks whose impact 
on life was great during their time and continued 
long after they were gone. But one game-changer 
had his accomplishments stripped from him due to 
technicalities, and possibly from societal views.

Jim Thorpe, now an American hero, was a professional 
baseball, football, and basketball player who had 
won two Olympic gold medals at the 1912 Summer 
Olympics. Thorpe was stripped of his Olympic titles 
in 1913 after months of controversy regarding his 
status as a competitor. At the time, Olympic games 
were strictly for amateurs only. Any competitor that 
had played for money, professionally taught, or had 
competed against other pros were not allowed to 
compete. Early in 1913, a story released announcing 
Thorpe had indeed played professional baseball prior 
to his Olympic debut. After months of deliberation, the 
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) withdrew his amateur 
status and the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) “unanimously decided to strip Thorpe of his 
Olympic titles, medals and awards and declared him 
a professional” [The New Yorker, 2017].

Major public backlash rang out over the decision for 
a few reasons. First, the AAU and IOC did not follow 
their own rules for disqualification. The 1912 Olympic 
rulebook stated that any protest to the results would 
need to be made within 30 days of closing ceremonies. 
The initial report against Thorpe was not released 
until January 1913, nearly six months after the games 
concluded. Second, Thorpe was not the first Olympian 
to compete in paid sports. Many of the recent Olympic 
athletes had competed in paid sports before. However, 
they all used pseudonyms whereas Thorpe competed 
under his real name. Athletes competing under false 
names was well-known and overlooked until Thorpe. 
Lastly, Thorpe was Native American, and in a time 
where most Native Americans were denied citizenship 
and accomplishments were disregarded because they 
were made by an “Indian”. Although, race was not 
officially designated as a reason for his medals to be 
stripped, public opinion over why the IOC fought so 
hard against him was not convinced otherwise. For 
example, one of Thorpe’s first articles in The New 
York Times headlined with “Redskin from Carlisle 
Will Strive for Place on American Team”.

After he was stripped of his medals, Thorpe began 
playing baseball for the New York Giants. They would 
end their 1913 season as repeat National League 
champions. During his time with the Giants, Thorpe’s 
fame grew as his presence increased ticket sales and 

publicity. Thorpe even got to meet Pope Pius X and 
got to play in London for King George V. But he did 
not stop there.

Also in 1913, he joined an Indian-based professional 
football team where he had several winning seasons. 
Then, he signed with the Canton Bulldogs in 1915 
and brought their 1,200-fan average to 8,000 for his 
debut game. They won titles in 1916, ’17, and ’19. 
In 1920, the Bulldogs joined with 13 other teams to 
form the American Professional Football Association. 
The association would go on to become the National 
Football League (NFL) two years later. Thorpe was 
the first president of the APFA.

Thorpe retired from professional sports when he was 
41. And spent a lot of his time working small jobs and 
visiting his hometown roots of Oklahoma. Thorpe was 
a member of the Sac and Fox Nation and helped coach/
develop multiple all-Native American sport teams. He 
set records in each sport he played, including his Gold 
medal performance in the decathlon (which stood for 
2 decades). Thorpe won the hearts of anyone who 
watched him compete, and in a speech in 1961 by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the President, who 
had played against Jim in college, stated “he could do 
anything better than any other football player I ever 

saw.”
Thorpe’s physical prowess was unmatched, but 

despite his success, his demeanor and personality 
always remained humble and reserved. While he lived 
out the rest of his life, multiple articles and petitions 
were pushed to get his medals reinstated. For 30 years, 
they were declined until the IOC declared they would 
approve his reinstatement. On January 18, 1983, 
posthumously they presented two of his children with 
commemorative medals. His original medals were 
stored in a museum and had previously been stolen 
(they were never recovered). The IOC listed Thorpe 
as a co-gold medalist with Ferdinand Bie and Hugo 
Wieslander. However, the two athletes had both 
previously deferred the honor to Thorpe citing him as 
“the real champion”. Additionally, in a poll by ABC 
sports in 2000, Thorpe was voted Greatest Athlete of the 
Twentieth Century out of a roster including Muhammad 
Ali, Michael Jordan, Babe Ruth, and others.

In July 2020, a petition by the team making a film 
about Thorpe was released to get the IOC to reinstate 
Thorpe as the sole winner. A move that has been 
supported by other athletes including Olympian Billy 
Mills [The Oklahoman]. 

Provided
Oklahoma native Jim Thorpe in his Olympic uniform during the 1912 Olympic games. Controversy 
would strip Thorpe of his medals, but his athletic spirit would make him a legend in American sports.


