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The 52nd Annual West Central Basketball Tournament Begins January 20
Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) 

will be hosting this year’s West Central Basketball 
Tournament (WCBT) at the Pioneer Event Center 
(PEC). They’ve hosted every WCBT since 2014.

The Canute Trojanettes and the Calumet Chieftains 
are the two-year reigning champions of the girls’ and 
boys’ brackets, respectively.

Everyone is invited to come out and support the 
teams as they compete for the championship. These 
16 teams include high school students from all over 
West Central Oklahoma, with eight teams on the 
boys’ bracket and eight on the girls’ bracket. A digital 
bracket for the tournament can be found on page 8.

There will be four games each day, Monday-Friday, 
and six games on Saturday. The tournament will 
begin on Monday with a game between the Hydro-
Eakly Bobcats and the Burns Flat-Dill City Eagles 
at 4:30 p.m. 

“We are proud to continue the tradition of hosting 
the West Central Tournament for our surrounding 
communities,” said SWOSU Athletic Director Todd 
Helton. “We look forward to another exciting week 
of high school basketball inside the Pioneer Cellular 
Event Center.”

If you can’t at tend the games in-person, a 
livestream for all games will be available to watch 
online at wright.media/eight.

Roster - WCBT 2025
Arapaho-Butler

Calumet*
Canute*

Corn Bible Academy (CBA)
Hydro-Eakly

Sentinel
Thomas-Fay-Custer (TFC)

Burns Flat-Dill City (BFDC)

january 20th - 25th, 2025january 20th - 25th, 2025
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Phillys Janet Stevenson 
was born December 22, 
1937, in Winterhaven, 
CA, to A.L. and Nova 
Kathleen (Philley) Lee 
and passed away in the 
early morning hours on 
Friday, December 20, 
2024, in Oklahoma City, 
OK having reached the age of 86 years, 11 months, 
and 28 days. 

Phillys moved to Oklahoma at the age of 6. She 
graduated from Weatherford High School with the 
class of 1956 and graduated from Southwestern 
State College mid-term for the 1959-1960 year with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Education. Following her 
graduation, she spent 1 ½ years teaching on a Navajo 
Reservation in Arizona. She continued taking college 
courses throughout her life, eventually earning her 
Master’s degree in Education as well. On June 22, 
1963, she married the love of her life John Stevenson 
at the First Baptist Church in Weatherford. Their 
family began growing in 1965 with the birth of their 
first daughter Janet. Their second daughter, Carol, 
completed their family in 1967. They moved all around 
Oklahoma and Kansas eventually settling in Canton, 
OK where she was a kindergarten – fifth grade teacher 
for 20 years until her retirement. She and John moved 
to Weatherford after Carol’s high school graduation 
in 1985. 

Phillys had a strong faith and lifelong relationship 
with God. She always put God first and had a great 
love for volunteering in her church. She loved her 
family. She was overjoyed when her grandson, 
Andrew John, was born. He was the apple of her eye 
and she never missed anything he did. She was gifted 
in art and especially enjoyed calligraphy, oil painting, 
and watercolor. She also enjoyed genealogy and was 
a proud member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. One of her loves was traveling, both to 
see this country and around the world, but there was 
no place that she was more excited to see than where 
she is right now in her forever home at the feet of her 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Some of her favorite 
childhood memories were their frequent travels back 
and forth to Long Beach, CA to visit her family. 

Phillys is survived by her husband, John Stevenson 
of their home in Weatherford; daughter, Carol 
Stevenson of Weatherford; one grandson, Andrew 
John Stevenson and girlfriend, Isabel Newberry-
Rivera of Maize, Kansas; sisters-in-law, Doris Eifert 
of Waukomis, OK, Jean Wilcox and husband, Garry 
of Plain City, OH, and Vinita Ware of Savannah, MO; 
family of the heart, Jesse Quintero and wife Kim, 
their children Jessica, Jayden, Kason, and Jessica’s 
daughter Alayah who she considered grandchildren. 
She is also survived by numerous nieces and nephews. 
Phillys was a cherished wife, mom, aunt, and “Nena” 
who will be missed immensely.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents, A.L. and Nova Lee; daughter, 
Janet Stevenson, sister, Darlene Dabney, sister-in-law, 
Ruth Bird, brothers-in-law, Wayne, Leon, Merlyn Lee, 
Jimmie, and Duane Stevenson. 

Memorials may be made to the First Baptist Church, 
Missions Fund or Liberty Cemetery.

Phillys Stevenson
N o r m a n  D e a n 

R idgeway was  bor n 
A u g u s t  2 6 ,  1 9 5 0 , 
i n  C a r n e g i e ,  O K , 
t o  T h u r m a n  D oy l e 
a n d  Wa n d a  L o u i s e 
(Bowerman) Ridgeway 
a n d  p a s s e d  a w a y 
Tuesday, December 24, 
2024, surrounded by his family, at Mercy Hospital 
in Oklahoma City, OK, at the age of 74 years, 3 
months and 28 days.

Dean was raised by his parents on their farm 
northeast of Colony.  He graduated from Colony 
High School in 1968.  This is also where he met 
the love of his life, Rhonda Luekenga, who were 
sweethearts throughout school.  They were married 
on November 28, 1970.

Dean was employed by 3M, later known as 
Imation and then Kodak, for 37 years.  During this 
time, he also had a painting business and farmed. 
In 2011, Dean began working for Washita County 
District 1 and remained until retirement due to poor 
health in 2024.

Dean loved spending time with his family, 
especially his granddaughter, Serenity.  Over the 
years he enjoyed many hobbies, including restoring 
classic cars, coyote hunting with greyhounds, team 
roping, hunting, fishing and bowling.  His most 
important hobby was coffee at Cobb Creek Station 
each morning.

Faith was a valuable aspect of his life.  In 1978, 
Dean accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.  
He was baptized at Colony Baptist Church, where 
he was a member until his passing.  He and Rhonda 
were church youth co-sponsors for over 20 years 
with Janice and Wayne Smith.

Dean was preceded in death by his parents Doyle 
Ridgeway and Wanda Ridgeway-Smith and niece 
Bailey Layne McGlothlin.

Dean is survived by his wife of 54 years, Rhonda 
Ridgeway of their home in Colony; daughters, 
Deidra Flores and husband Chris of Hydro and 
Darci Dunn and husband Jerry of Elk City; one 
granddaughter, Serenity Flores; brother, Jim 
Ridgeway and wife Debbie of Eakly; sister-in-
law, Beverly Axtell of Weatherford; nieces, Kesha 
Axtell, Kaci Reed and husband Kenny and their 
children Laurel and Avery, Kenzie Axtell and her 
son, Caleb, Summer House and husband Landon and 
their children Tristyn, Londyn, Langdon, Charlee, 
Jackson, and Brooks; nephews Travis Ridgeway 
and wife Aprill and their children Scout and Sedar, 
Trevor Ridgeway and wife Erin and son Eli; and 
numerous friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Cedar 
Hills Baptist Youth Camp, PO Box 39, Binger, OK 
73009.

Norman Ridgeway

Linda Leana Lenora 
Sanders Ducket t was 
born on August 1, 1949, 
in Cottonwood, AZ, and 
passed away on December 
19, 2024, surrounded by so 
many who loved her.

Linda spent her early 
years in Arizona before 
moving to Texas.

On June 26, 1982, Linda married David Duckett in 
Denison, Texas. Linda and David made their home in 
Arlington, Texas, where their daughter, Devon, was 
born in July 1986. Becoming a mother was Linda’s 
greatest joy in life, and she dedicated herself fully to her 
family. While Linda held various jobs, her true focus 
was always her family. She worked in local schools 
to stay involved in Devon’s life. Linda worked hard 
to make their home an inviting place for anyone and 
everyone. She was always ready to take the kids on a 
fun adventure and more times than not there were warm 
brownies coming out of the oven.

After David’s retirement, Linda and David moved to 
western Oklahoma to be closer to their grandchildren. 
Becoming "Moomoo" to Kenda, Porter, Aspen, and 
Weston—and to many other children she loved as her 
own—brought Linda immense happiness.

Linda was preceded in death by her parents, Robert 
and Vivian Sanders.  She is survived by her husband, 
David Duckett of Elk City; her daughter, Devon 
Nevels, and husband Michael of Elk City; her four 
grandchildren, Kenda, Porter, Aspen, and Weston; her 
brother, Bobby Sanders, and his wife, Carolyn; sister 
and -in-law George and Marilyn Lay of Denison, Texas.

Linda Duckett

C a r o l y n  S u e 
Z i e g e n f u s s ,  73 ,  o f 
Canute, OK was born on 
July 2, 1951 in Stafford, 
OK, the daughter of 
Allen Eldon and Lena 
Louise (Nickel) Isaak. 
She went to walk the 
golden streets of heaven 
on Saturday, December 21, 2024 at her residence 
in Canute, OK.

Carolyn married the love of her life and best 
friend, Ambrose John Ziegenfuss, Sr. on October 18, 
1969 at Holy Family Church, Canute, OK. Together 
they spent many wonderful years of marriage 
together. He preceded her in death on November 
12, 2021.

Carolyn was very talented person and enjoyed 
sewing and quilting for her family and friends. She 
loved animals, reading, doing puzzles, collecting 
frogs, and McDonald's memorabilia. She was a 
longtime member of the St. Matthew Catholic 
Church, Elk City, OK, the Women's Guild, and 
the Canute Senior Citizens Club, Canute, OK. She 
treasured spending time with her family and friends 
and will be greatly missed by everyone who knew 
and loved her.

Cherishing Carolyn's memory is her three 
sons, Ambrose Ziegenfuss, Jr. and wife, Alicia 
of Middleburg, Florida, Henry Ziegenfuss and 
wife, Candi of Little Rock, Arkansas, Dominic 
Ziegenfuss and wife Cathy of Canute, OK; eight 
grandchildren; three great grandchildren; one 
sister-in-law, Johanna Lamar of Canute, OK; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Carolyn is preceded in death by her husband, 
Ambrose John Ziegenfuss, Sr.; her parents, Allen 
Eldon and Lena Louise Isaak; one grandson, John 
Ziegenfuss; one granddaughter, Jocyl'n Ziegenfuss; 
and two infant grandchildren, Leon and Sophia 
Ziegenfuss.

Carolyn Zeigenfuss

In loving memory of 
Elizabeth Ann Martinez, 
who graced our lives 
with her warmth and 
laughter.  At  just  46 
years young, Elizabeth 
departed this world on 
December 4, 2024, at 
the Southwest Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City, surrounded by the love 
of her family.

Born on November 23, 1978, to Angel and Regina 
(Vasquez) Martinez, Elizabeth blossomed in the 
heart of Clinton, Oklahoma, where she cultivated 
deep roots among her family and friends.

A proud graduate of Clinton High School, 
she carried the vibrant spirit of her hometown 
throughout her life.

Elizabeth had an undeniable passion for life’s 
simple pleasures. Her heart swelled with joy in the 
presence of her beloved grandkids and her cherished 
dog, Grace.

An artist at heart, she delighted in creating 
beautiful crafts, baking delicious cakes and bread 
that filled her home with warmth.

Elizabeth loved exploring thrift stores in search of 
hidden treasures. Her playful humor and generous 
nature shone through in her thoughtful gifts to her 
grandchildren, as she delighted in bringing them 
joy.

A dedicated jokester among her family and 
friends, Elizabeth’s laughter was infectious, a 
melody that will always echo in the hearts of 
those who knew her. Her unwavering faith in God 
underscored her every action, providing strength 
and grace. 

Elizabeth leaves behind a circle of love that 
encompasses her son, Anthony Mar t in; her 
daughter, Abeny Rivera, and her father, Angel 
Martinez, all of Clinton.

She is also survived by three brothers: Gabriel 
and his wife Ines, Lucas and his wife Brenda, Josue 
and his wife Kelsey Hernandez, all of Clinton; 
grandchildren, Adeline Angel Martin, Kaiden 
Dewayne Martin, Anthony KLove Martin and 
Yaneli Paloma Salcido. Her family tree expands to 
a very big family that includes many aunts, uncles 
and cousins, as well as many lifelong friends, who 
cherished her deeply.

As we commemorate Elizabeth’s life, let us 
celebrate the joy she brought to each of us, her 
enduring love for family, and the faith that guided 
her bright spirit.

Her legacy will forever remain in our hearts, 
reminding us to embrace life with the same passion 
and laughter she shared with us all. 

Elizabeth Martinez

Mike was bor n on 
Tuesday, February 23, 
1943, in Vintondale, 
Pennsylvania the son 
of Merton and Pauline 
(Bodzer) Misner.

M i ke  M i s ne r  wa s 
raised on the family 
farm in Beaver Falls, 
Pennsylvania graduating from Beaver Falls High 
School in 1963.

After high school, Mike focused his interests on 
farming and remained active in agriculture until 
moving to Oklahoma in 1992. 

He passed away on Monday, December 23, 2024, 
in the Bell Avenue Nursing Home in Elk City, OK.

Mike settled in the Foss, OK area owning and 
operating M & D Pizza and Burritos in Burns Flat, 
OK from 1993 to 1996.

Mike was a man of deep faith, centering his life 
around Jesus Christ. He was quick to share his 
faith and encourage others to place their trust and 
confidence in Christ. He attended the First Baptist 
Church of Clinton. 

Mike also loved to garden. He could often be seen 
climbing trees and mowing yards, all adding to his 
passion for being outdoors and enjoying nature's 
beauty.

Mike was a simple man who loved and appreciated 
the value of hard work. In his later years, Mike 
enjoyed driving the Jamboree Bus for the Clinton 
AARP from 2010 to 2016. He enjoyed the many 
relationships and conversations he had with many 
of his friends on the bus. 

Mike was preceded in death by his parents, 
brother, and sister.

Mike is survived by his wife, Pamela Misner of the 
home; three sons, Michael Misner and his wife, Jill; 
Tim Misner and his wife, Rachel; and Justin Misner 
and his wife, Morgan; two daughters, Carol Sue 
Brown and her husband, Ted and Margie Simmons 
and her husband, Josh; eight grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.

Mike Misner
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“I wish that there were some 
wonderful place called the Land 
of Beginning Again, where all our 
mistakes and all our heartaches 
and all our selfish grief, could be 
dropped like a shabby old coat 
by the door, and never be put on 
again.”

This line from Louise Fletcher’s classic poem 
expresses the feelings of many of us. We all have 
our regrets from the past year or a period earlier 
in life.

While we cannot erase the past, and the hurt 
may still linger, the new year offers a new slate 
to make a new beginning.

We do not know what 2014 will bring. We all 
remember the past, when an unexpected phone 
call, or a bad medical report, turned our world 
upside down. This could happen again. But we 
cannot live in fear of what “might happen.”

While none of us is immune to the storms of 
life, we can be assured of God’s presence to take 
us through the storm.

As I approach the closure of this venture 
called life, I’m grateful that there is a time and 
place prepared for me, when the pain of broken 
relationships will be no more. God promises that 
every tear will be wiped away. There will be no 
“new beginnings” there because time will be no 
more. But in the meantime there is time, there are 
bills to pay and kids and grandkids to love and pray 
over. Life can be rich and rewarding even with the 
intermittent pain and disappointments.

We live in a society that wants to provide a 
pill for every pain, and the demands for comfort 
and pleasure are seen as an entitlement. But 
the greatest joy can be found in a life of simple 
obedience. Being faithful to God and his purposes 
does not exclude suffering, in fact it may bring an 
increase—just ask those around the world who are 
being persecuted for their faith. But even those in 
China who have been imprisoned in intolerable 
conditions and humiliation, have come out with 
joy for having been counted worthy of suffering for 
the sake of Christ. Many House Church pastors see 
their imprisonment as their “seminary” because 
their faith was strengthened and they experienced 
the presence of the Holy.

In several of Paul’s letters to the new churches, 
he often rejoiced with them that their faith was 
growing and their love for one another was 
increasing.

So that might be a good place to start as we face 
this new beginning. “Lord, may my faith increase 
and my love for people grow.” An increase in faith 
usually does not come through easy, trouble free 
times, but more often through adversity. We do 
not like that, but it may be why we are encouraged 
to “rejoice in all things.” We need to see the end 
from the beginning and rejoice that God is using 
this time to mold our character to more closely 
resemble His.

Fanny Crosby, author of many of our favorite 
hymns, was blind. But she refused to let it make 
her bitter or unfulfilled. When she was eight years 
old she wrote the following little poem.

“O what a happy child I am, although I cannot 
see! I am resolved that in this world contented I 
will be. How many blessings I enjoy that other 
people don’t! So weep or sigh because I’m blind, 
I cannot and I won’t!”

May your new year be full of a spirit of grace 
and humility as you live a life of obedience to 
Him who loves you more than you can imagine. 

To comment, email at jnm77@att.net

HIGHER
GROUND

Beginning Again

Reconnect Families with Lost Insurance Benefits

Many families have experienced the loss of a 
loved one only to discover later that a life insurance 
policy existed tucked away in old files, forgotten 
about or just unknown to the beneficiaries. Life 
insurance provides a f inancial lifeline during 
those most difficult times, but beneficiaries can 
miss out on the support they need when benefits 
go unclaimed. The Life Insurance Policy Locator 
(LIPL) can help in these situations.

The Oklahoma Insurance Department (OID) has 
helped to connect thousands of Oklahomans with 
millions in unclaimed life insurance policy benefits 
since we launched this transformative tool in 2016. 
I want to share more about the LIPL and how it can 
help you.

Before we discuss using the tool, I want to stress 
the importance of life insurance in your financial 
planning. It may seem difficult to address or discuss, 
but it can help your loved ones in case something 
unforeseen happens to you.

When to purchase, what kind of policy to buy, 
and how much in benefits will depend on you and 
your situation. You will want to consider how many 
people rely on you financially and your financial 
obligations to help you answer those questions. 
You can find more information about life insurance 
shopping at oid.ok.gov/life.

So, how does the LIPL work? It's easy, free and 
secure. First, visit oid.ok.gov/LIPL and click "Get 
Started." Next, you will submit your request, which 
requires information from the deceased's death 
certificate, such as the Social Security number, legal 
name, date of birth, date of death and the decedent's 
veteran status. You will also need to indicate your 
relationship to the deceased. Finally, you will click 
the submit button and receive a confirmation email. 
If a policy is found and you are the beneficiary, the 
life insurance or annuity company will contact you 
directly. 

The success of the LIPL speaks for itself. Since 
the tool’s launch in 2016, OID has helped to connect 
over 8,000 Oklahomans with over $161 million 
in unclaimed life insurance policy benefits, with 
almost 1,500 claiming over $32 million this year 
alone.  The LIPL has significantly impacted the lives 
of many, and it can do the same for you.

Life insurance can be a lifeline to loved ones in a 
time of loss. However, many aren't aware that they 
may be the beneficiary of a life insurance policy or 
an annuity. If you believe you are a beneficiary, use 
the free LIPL tool to find out today. If you have any 
questions about life insurance or need assistance 
with any other insurance-related questions, please 
call OID at 800-522-0071 or visit oid.ok.gov.
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There are lots of events 
coming up in early 2025 for 

Southwestern Oklahoma State University (SWOSU), 
says Vice President of Marketing and Public 
Relations Dr. Jonathan Boone Clemmons. These 
include the “Winter Welcome,” the 55th Annual Jazz 
Festival, the 3rd Annual Anatomage Tournament, 
and a visit from the Harlem Globetrotters as part 
of their 2025 World Tour.

The SWOSU Winter Welcome is set to take place 
on Tuesday, January 21, from 11 am to 2 pm in the 
Student Union Ballroom. The event advertises itself 
as a social event with “free goodies and cartoon 
sketches.”

There are limited spots left for the Winter 
Welcome, and since the event is only a few 
weeks away, they’re filling up fast. Visit SWOSU.
CampusLabs.com to register as soon as possible.

The Anatomage Tournament offers teams 
of students a unique opportunity to test their 
knowledge of anatomy while engaging with some 
unique 3D technology, courtesy of U.S. medical 
equipment manufacturer Anatomage.

“This tournament brings in a ton of high schoolers 
from all over the state where they're competing 
on our state-of-the-art tables,” said Dr. Boone 
Clemmons. “That’s coming up later this Spring.”

SWOSU is also excited to have the Harlem 
Globetrotters at the Pioneer Event Center this 
March. This is part of the Globetrotters’ 2025 
World Tour, presented by Jersey Mike's Subs. 
Tickets are being sold by Stubwire. They can be 
purchased online by scanning the QR code above 
or by clicking here.

SWOSU is currently on winter break.  Classwork 
will resume on January 13. 
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Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information. 
Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of 
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group 
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes for Jan. 1st - Cody Barrera, Mandi Bozarth, Lyla Bridgeman, Doris Brittain, Gage Butcher, Jolena Eli-
sondo, Megan Hanna, Jeanna Hines, Grant Lee, Karen Melton, Harold Miller, Rose Millspaugh, Kenneth Teek, Barbara Walker;  
Jan. 2nd - Lynn Broadbent, Leon Evans, Rodney LaGrange, Steve Millspaugh, Jimmy Ridgeway, Dustin Rose,  Jordan Stark, Kim Suter, 
Jeffery Thomas, Nell Walker, Linda Young; Jan. 4th - Mandy Case, Carol Ann Janning, Beatriz Martinez, David Nickels, 
Bo Anna Popich, Yolanda Soto; Jan. 5th - Tony Cannon, Misty Carmin, Jackie Galloway, Ivonna Hinton, Carrol Kiegha, Stacy King, 
Jennifer Pebley, Kendra Robison, Olivia Roper, Doug Sinclair, Luke Toho; Jan. 6th - Anita Anderson, Kaydence Andes, Joyce Austin,  
Ashley Breeden, Brooklyn Christian, Jordan Crane, Korbin Hart, Evelyn Moncriff, Kimberly Rhoads, Kimberly Smith, Tonya West, 
Truman Whiteshield; January 7th - Michael Buckner, Jarrod Burton, Jennifer Daniel, Mark Frye, Winston Gates, Kynsee Hamar, 
Joe Harl, Bryee Miller, Niki Sawatzky, Zachary Smith.

LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS

Sponsored by:

ANTHONY MOORE / PHONE BILL - A new bill 
was filed at the Oklahoma State Capitol proposing 
removing students’ cell phones in the classrooms. 
Representative Antony Moore shared his thoughts 
on the bill, concluding that he believes there's still 
a local control aspect that should be discussed, but 
that the need for education should be at the forefront 
for Oklahoma students, rather than the need for 
cellphones in the classroom.
—————————————————————
CLINTON / HOSPITAL VOTE - We're coming 
closer to what looks like a vote at the ballot box 
in the city of Clinton this month to decide if the 
public will allow for the sale of Clinton Regional 
Hospital to Rural Hospital Solutions. Mayor David 
Berrong says the proposal would benefit the access 
to healthcare in Clinton. The election is scheduled 
for January 14th.
————————————————————— 
CLINTON / TEACHER ARRESTED - Clinton 
Public Schools agriculture teacher Rick Dillinger 
is facing alleged felony embezzlement charges after 
being arrested. He previously was the AG teacher 
for the Elk City Public Schools and is accused 
of embezzlement of a trailer valued at $10,000 
allegedly belonging to the Elk City District during 
his time as an instructor there. Dillinger has posted 
his bond and is no longer in jail.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / TEXAS ROADHOUSE 
Weatherford Mayor Mike Brown is addressing recent 
speculation circulating on social media regarding a 
Texas Roadhouse Restaurant opening in the city. In 
a statement to Wright Media, Mayor Mike Brown 
clarified that the rumor is unfounded. “I've heard of 
several things that could be coming to town. That's 
not one of them, even though I think Texas Roadhouse 
would be great out here in Western Oklahoma.” 
Mayor Brown went on to say that if Texas Roadhouse 
were ever to become part of Weatherford’s lineup, he 
would welcome the establishment with open arms. 
However, he emphasized that at this time, the rumor 
simply isn't true.

ELK CITY / EXECUTIVE SESSION - There 
was significant gossip and speculation in the town 
of Elk City after the City Council recently held 
an executive session to address sensitive matters 
related to personnel decisions, including hiring 
and firing practices with the City Manager, Tom 
Ivester. Mayor Cory Speaker clarified the purpose 
and nature of the discussion, stating “This issue 
got blown completely out of [proportion]. [On] 
Facebook, there are people rampantly making 
their own conclusions instead of finding out the 
truth.” Mayor Speaker also discussed Elk City 
hiring an Economic Development Coordinator, an 
HR Division Head, and an Assistant City Manager. 
He also urged the public to remain engaged and 
assured them that the council is dedicated to ethical 
governance.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / ROADS COMPLETED 
Weatherford is celebrating several key infrastructure 
road projects completed at  the tai l-end of 
2024, marking significant progress in the city's 
development. “We made significant strides in 
infrastructure with the completion of several road 
projects including Lyle Road and Airport Road,” 
expressed Weatherford Economic Development 
Director Yolanda Creswell. “Meanwhile, Lawter 
Road and Hwy 54 are on-track to be completed 
soon.” As Weatherford continues to invest in its 
infrastructure, the city is poised for sustained growth 
and prosperity, ensuring a vibrant future for its 
community.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / COMMUNITY CENTER 
The construction of a new community center is on 
the horizon for Weatherford. “In early 2024, we 
passed a halfpenny sales tax to build a Community 
Center in partnership with the YMCA,” said 
Weatherford Economic Development Director, 
Yolanda Creswell. “It’s going to be an indoor-
outdoor Aquatic Center.” A public meeting 
surrounding the building construction is planned 
in early 2025. 

Courtesy SWOSU
High school students at the 2023 Anatomage working on unique interactive technology 
to test their knowledge of human anatomy.

SWOSU is Hosting Numerous Events for the Public and Students in 2025

Alexander Shook
WOK Contributor



38-Year Weatherford Business! 
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours! 
Positions Available: Service 
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry, 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence lines 
cleared. 580-774-9718

Pecan Cracking - Your pecans 
sized, cracked, and sifted. $0.80/
lb, Hydro, 580-819-3331

1981 Chevy - Weighs one ton. 
8ft bed, ladder rack, tool storage. 
Runs well. 580-890-9442.

Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K miles. 
$16,000 OBO. 405-638-1773.

Delta Truck Box - Brand new, full 
size, white, one top opener. $800 
OBO. 580-330-1437

Military Jeep Hood. Roughly 
30"x30." $250 580-330-1437. 

2014 Ford Focus - $6,500. 580-
330-3489.

2001 Honda 600CC - Navy Blue. 
16k miles, $2,000. 405-892-8301
 
2004 Trailblazer - Good tires. 
$4,000. 580-330-3489

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

Motorized Mountain Bike - 
1-wheel trailer. Lots of extras. 
Low miles. $600. 580-890-9442. 

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking to 
Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-772-7997.

Double-End Power Recliner - 
Brown microfiber material, comes 
with console and drink holder. 
$350. 580-890-0004.
Mirrors! Large, framed: $50; Full 
length: $10. 580-613-0108 

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000. 

Chairs for Sale! Swivel ($20),  
Rocking ($65) and Adirondack  
Patio Chairs ($65). Contact 580-
613-0108. 

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak 
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table 
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and 
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call 
580-772-4297. 

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

Antique Singer Petal Sewing 
Machine - Selling to best offer. 
Call 580-772-2300

97" Projection Television - 
$750. Call 580-772-7997

Entertainment Center, $100. 
Gun Cabinet, $500. White 
Armoire, $275. 580-330-1437. 

New Brown Couch - Comes with 
2 manual recliners. $500 OBO. 
580-772-3223.

Widescreen TV - 93" CRT. 
Mitsubishi. $499. 580-772-7997. 

Curio Cabinet + Bottom Storage 
$50 - 580-774-4000. 

Coil roofing air nailgun - Like 
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails. 
$250. 580-330-1437.

FOR SALE - Young Children's 
Wood Rocking Horse. Like new. 
$45. 580-613-0108.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Wood Door Cabinet - 6 shelves. 
Stands 5’11. Very good condition. 
$65. 580-613-0108.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

Baby Grand Piano - 2nd Owner. 
Vose and Sons. $900. 580-613-
0108

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

Large Copper Skillet - $45. 580-
613-0108 

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders, 
post hole diggers, golf cart, 
kerosene stove, heaters, tires, 
folding chairs, hand tools, work 
bench, mower. 405-246-8952. 

Dixon Riding Mowers- $400 for 
all three. 405-639-9667 

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678. 

5 Riding Mowers - DR Trimmer 
Roto-Tiller. $500. 580-886-2980

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

Troybilt Garden Tiller - $600. 
Contact 580-729-0001.

8N Ford Tractor -  Good 
condition. $1,500. Call me at 
580-729-0001. 

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Introducing The Collar Club! 
Pet Sitting and dog walking. Daily 
and weekends rates. Call Andi at 
580-214-0756.

Puppies! Born March 2024. 
Anatolian/Pyranees/Houndogs. 
Females for $45, Males for $60. 
580-613-0108. 

An All-Natural Pet Company 
designed to keep your fur babies 
healthy. 90-day 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. 580-623-3593.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good 
home. Would make good farm 
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Large Metal Birdcage - $80. 5-6 
ft tall. 580-613-0108 

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the 
Friends For Life Animal Society. 
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs 
available. Browse our animals 
at our website www.okfflas.com

Jack Russell Puppies - wormed, 
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253. 

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and 
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312. 

Doghouse - Shingled Roof and 
Gabled. $155. 580-613-0108. 

For Adoption - Puppies, born 
July 2, 2024. 3/4 Anatolian/Great 
Pyranees, 1/4 Houndogs. $50 
each. Call 580-613-0108. 

For Sale - Registered Australian 
shepherd, male. Standard female 
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini 
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps. 
New in box. $75 each. 580-772-
7997.

Golden Compass Electric 
Wheelchair - Gently used.
Original price was $6,000, asking 
$400. 580-375-9773.

Fresh Peanuts - 580-654-1175. 
www.gooberhouse.com. 

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Organic Farm Eggs - $5/dozen. 
580-613-0108.

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 
choice or take all for $1 each. Call 
580-890-9442. 

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 each. 
580-772-7997.

Assorted Materials - Aluminum, 
Iron, 2x4s, Plywood, and Plastic 
Palettes. 580-890-0053 for pricing 

Turkey Eggs - 580-225-6559 

FOR TRADE - Will Trade Shotgun 
for Handgun. Call 405-426-0461.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$8,995. 580-772-7997. 

Star Wars Lunchbox + Thermos 
$85.00 OBO. 580-330-1437. 

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located at 
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179. 

House for Rent - Hinton, OK. 
405-826-6376

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and 
HEAVY. $300. 580-330-1437.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call 
580-799-7834. 

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call 
or text 580-890-0053.

Nice Good Acoustic Guitar $40. 
Call 580-890-9442.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
For your business! Has games 
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and 
more. Asking for 50/50 split on 
profits. 580-890-0004.

Painting + Sand Blaster - Both  
are for sale by retired painter. 
580-890-9442.

Horseback Rides - Hayrides, 
cookouts, riding lessons, lunch/
dinner rides, and more! Like us on 
Facebook at “Old Caldwell Trail 
Stables." 2 mi. SE of Fay. 580-
309-0135, oldcaldwelltrail.com.

HELP WANTED!

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939
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SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

We will be closed at 2:00 Christmas Eve
and all day Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

December 16 - January 4

Duncan Hines Cake Mixes All Varieties 2 for $3.00 Green Asparagus $2.99 Lb.
Keebler Crackers All Varieties 2 for $7.00 Halo Mandarins 2 Lb. Bag $2.99 
Folgers K-Cup Coffee 12 ct. All Varieties $6.99 U.S. #1 Russet Potatoes 10 Lb. Bag $2.99 
Stove Top Stuffing 6 oz. All Varieties $2.29 Jumbo Navel Oranges .99 Lb.
Food Club Potato Chips 10 oz. All Varieties 2 for $5.00 Red Italian Sweet Onions $1.39 Lb.
Kraft Salad Dressing 16 oz. All Varieties 2 for $5.00 Apples All Varieties $1.49 Lb.
Food Club Peanut Butter 16 oz. All Varieties $1.79 Cherry Tomatoes 10 oz. Box $2.99
Betty Crocker Supreme Brownie Mix All Varieties $3.49 
Betty Crocker Cookie Mixes All Varieties $3.49 
Food Club Powdered or Brown Sugar 2 Lb. 2 for $4.00 Food Club Whipped Topping 8 oz. All Varieties $0.98
Head Country Barbeque Sauce 20 oz. All Varieties $2.99 Crav'n Fruit Pies All Varieties $4.99
Best Maid Bread and Butter Pickles 16 oz. All Varieties $2.99 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream 4 qt pail $5.98 
General Mills Chex Cereals All Varieties $3.59 Rosina Homestyle Meatballs 26 oz. $6.98 
General Mills Cereals Asst. Varieties $4.59 Stouffers Lasagna or Chicken Enchiladas Party Size $16.99 
Food Club Light Corn Syrup 32 oz. $2.49
Crav'n Oyster Crackers 12 oz. $1.59
Food Club Roasted Peanuts 16 oz. Asst. Varieties $2.39
Old Orchard Apple Juice 64 oz. $3.29 Boneless Ribeye Steak 17.99 Lb.
Food Club Tomatoes and Green Chilis 10 oz. $0.99 Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 Lb.
Food Club Cream Soups 10.5 oz. All Varieties $0.88 Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 Lb. 

Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast $2.99 Lb.
Opas Smoked Sausage All Varieties 16 oz. $6.69

Pillsbury Crescent Rolls 8 oz. All Varieties $3.59 Hillshire Farms Lil - Smokies 14 oz. $4.99 
Food Club Chunk Cheese 16 oz. All Varieties 2 for $7.00 Yancey's Fancy Cheese All Varieties 7.6 oz. pkg $5.49
Food Club Dip 12 oz. All Varieties 2 for $4.00
Coffee Mate Creamer 32 oz. All Varieties $3.99
Food Club Heavy Whipping Cream 32 oz. $5.99 Angel Soft Bath Tissue 16 roll $14.99 
Food Club Sour Cream 16 oz. 2 for $5.00 Chinet Compartment Plates 32 ct. $6.98 
Food Club Cream Cheese 8 oz. $1.59 Dawn Ultra Detergent 18 oz. $2.99 

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

                                            

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354

Call 
580-772-5939

to run your
Classified Ad 

Today!

ANIMALS AND PETS
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Provided
The Weatherford Eagles recently competed in three games at Tulsa, OK’s 59th Annual 
“Tournament of Champions.”  In game one, the Eagles defeated the Dale Pirates 59-58. 
They would go on to lose 57-61 to the eventual champions, the Owasso Rams.  In the 
final game, the Eagles took 3rd Place from the Booker T. Washington Hornets, winning 
61-57.

Provided
Oklahoma state legislators on KCLI’s “Wright Time” for Western Oklahoma, including 
Rep. Anthony Moore, Sen. Darcy Jech, and Rep. Cyndi Munson.

Legislative leaders will 
present a special program at 

Weatherford’s Rotary club meeting on Wednesday, 
January 8th.

Speaker Elect Pro-Tem Anthony Moore from 
Clinton and Minority Leader Cyndi Munson from 
Oklahoma City will be the featured speakers. The 
pair participates in a weekly radio show called 
“Crossfire” on KCLI, 99.3FM, from 7 - 7:30 a.m. 
each Friday.

Representat ive Munson says she’s excited 
about being in Weatherford for the Rotary Club.  
She will co-host the “Wright Time” for Western 
Oklahoma from 6 - 8 a.m. that same day on KCLI.  
Representative Moore says they will discuss the 
upcoming legislative session.

The presentation will be moderated by retired 
State Representative Harold Wright, who now hosts 
the radio show daily on KCLI.  Anthony Moore is 
also a member of the Weatherford Rotary club.

Harold Wright
KCLI "Wright Time" Host

Representatives Talk Legislation Live, January 8
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Oklahoma History: How Oklahoma Celebrates the Vietnamese New Year

Tết, short for Tết Nguyên 
Đán, is the Vietnamese Lunar 

New Year and the most significant celebration in 
Vietnamese culture. It marks the arrival of spring 
and is a time for family reunions, honoring ancestors, 
and embracing a fresh start. In Oklahoma, home to 
a thriving Vietnamese-American community, Tết 
has become a prominent cultural event, reflecting 
the history and resilience of Vietnamese immigrants 
and the state’s cultural diversity.

Oklahoma’s Vietnamese populat ion g rew 
significantly after the Vietnam War. Following the 
fall of Saigon in 1975, thousands of Vietnamese 
refugees f led their homeland, seeking safety 
and a new life. Oklahoma became a welcoming 
destination due to its affordable living costs and 
robust resettlement programs. Many families settled 
in Oklahoma City, forming what is now one of the 
largest Vietnamese-American communities in the 
United States.

As of 2020, over 20,000 Oklahomans of Vietnamese 
descent lived in the state, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Most are concentrated in Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa, with the Asian District in Oklahoma 
City serving as the cultural and social hub. Tết has 
become a cornerstone of the community, preserving 
traditions and fostering unity.

Tết marks the first day of the Lunar New Year, 
typically falling between late January and mid-
February. It is a time of renewal, reflection, and 
celebration. Families clean their homes to dispel 
bad luck, honor their ancestors with offerings, and 

share special meals that symbolize good fortune and 
prosperity. 2025 is the Year of the Wood Snake, said 
to be a time of introspection and growth.

The hol iday also emphasizes family and 
community. It is a time for reconnecting, sharing 
traditions, and setting intentions for the year ahead.

Its celebrations in Oklahoma blend traditional 
customs with local community vibrancy. The 
Asian District in Oklahoma City hosts many of 
the festivities, including events at Vietnamese 
Buddhist temples and community centers. These 
gatherings feature cultural performances, traditional 
ceremonies, and food, drawing thousands of 
attendees annually.

Lion dances, accompanied by the rhythmic 
sounds of drums and cymbals, are a key part of 
the celebration. These performances are believed 
to chase away evil spirits and bring good fortune. 
Traditional foods are another highlight, with dishes 
such as bánh chưng (square sticky rice cakes filled 
with pork and mung beans) and thịt kho (braised 
pork belly with eggs) served at family gatherings. 
Each dish carries symbolic meaning: bánh chưng 
represents the Earth, while thịt kho symbolizes 
unity and harmony.

In addition to food and dance, Tết fairs often 
include games, calligraphy demonstrations, and 
cultural exhibits. Younger generations contribute 
through modern performances, blending traditional 
and contemporary elements to showcase their 
heritage while adapting to life in Oklahoma.

Tết in Oklahoma serves as both a cultural 

celebration and a bridge between communities. 
It welcomes individuals from all backgrounds, 
offering opportunities to learn about Vietnamese

traditions and their significance. Events are 
designed to share the richness of the culture, 
fostering understanding and connection.

In 2023, the Oklahoma Legislature formally 
recognized Tết as a cultural celebration, highlighting 
its role in promoting diversity and inclusion. This 
recognition underscores the importance of the 
Vietnamese community’s contributions to the state’s 
identity.

The OKC Thunder NBA team observes and 
honors the state’s cultural heritage and is a regular 
host of theme nights to promote inclusivity. In 2025, 
on February 12th, they’ll have their annual Lunar 
New Year Celebration against the Miami Heat, 
partnering with the Greater OKC Asian Chamber 
of Commerce.

Other places to celebrate include the Myriad 
Botanical Gardens on January 25th, the Dove Event 
Center (TBA), The Riverwind Casino on January 
26th, and the Asian District. Keep an eye on 
announcements on Explore OKC to see community 
events, many Lunar celebrations feature face 
painting, performances, and tremendous cultural 
food.

Whether through a plate of bánh chưng, a lion 
dance performance, or a Vietnamese calligraphy 
display, Tết in Oklahoma represents a rich blend 
of tradition, community, and hope for a prosperous 
year ahead

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Courtesy OKC Thunder
The Oklahoma City Thunder’s 2024 Lunar New Year celebration at the 
Paycom Center. They were playing against the Los Angelas Clippers.

Provided
A Lunar New Year Lion Dance in Oklahoma City’s Myriad Botanical 
Gardens in 2022 during the Year of the Tiger.



Presented by: SPORTS
January 1 - 7, 2025  •  WestOK Weekly  •  Page 8

GIRLS 
BRACKET

BOYS 
BRACKET

west central

Four members of the 
SWOSU volleyball team 

earned College Sports Communicators (CSC) 
Academic All-District honors, announced Tuesday 
by the organization.

 
SWOSU recipients included:

Keke Holloway   Major: Exercise Science
Lacy Mott   Major: Biological Science

Jada Permenter   Major: Health Sciences
Cameron Turner   Major: Health Sciences

Mott is now a three-time recipient, Holloway and 
Turner are now two-time winners, and Permenter 
earns the distinction for the first time in her career.

Academic All-District selections were based 
on combined academic and athletic performances 
among other qualifications. One must also hold a 
3.5 minimum cumulative GPA.

The 2024 Academic All-District® Volleyball 
teams, selected by College Sports Communicators, 
recognize the nation's top student-athletes for their 
combined performances on the court and in the 
classroom. The CSC Academic All-America® 
program separately recognizes volleyball honorees 
in four divisions — NCAA Division I, NCAA 
Division II, NCAA Division III and NAIA. 
Academic All-District® honorees were considered 
for advancement to the CSC Academic All-
America® ballot.

Four from SWOSU’s Volleyball Team Named CSC Academic All-District
Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations


