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The PATH Children’s Advocacy Center to Host Open House Saturday

Helis

INJECTION SYSTEMS
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The PATH Children’s Advocacy Center is hosting
an Open House at their new facility at 522 W. Rainey
Ave in Weatherford on Friday, July 11th from 5pm
to 8pm. The PATH CAC is a non-profit organization
that provides forensic interviews for children that
have open cases with either DHS or law enforcement
agencies due to the child abuse or neglect. The
organization hopes to share their important mission
with the community at their Open House.

The Open House will include food trucks, a dunk
tank, and a donut eating contest pitting Custer County
law enforcement officers against Washita County law
enforcement officers. Proceeds from the dunk tank
and donations received at the event will help fund The
PATH’s overhead and other expenses.

“The main goal of the open house is to bring
awareness to the people,” said Jamey Banks,
Executive Director of The PATH CAC. “We want
Western Oklahoma to know that we're here, what
we do and how we're helping the children in this
area, because I think a lot of people don't really
know that we exist, yet.”
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According to data compiled by the Child Welfare
League of America, 13,546 Oklahoma children were
victims of abuse and neglect in the year 2022. The
PATH CAC operates to give a voice to those victims by
conducting forensic interviews with children to unearth
any potential criminal wrongdoing. The PATH has been
providing forensic interviews for over 20 years, and has
operated a mobile interview unit, affectionately called
Joey for the past 10 years. This new brick and mortar
location in Weatherford will certainly help amplify their
efforts by providing a comforting and welcoming space
for any suspected victims of abuse or neglect.

“We just really want people to know that we want to
help kids find their voice and be able to tell their story,
because we believe with all of our hearts that these kids
carry a heavy load that they shouldn't have to,” said
Banks “and we want to see them get the help that they
need and get the justice that they deserve.”

For more information about THE PATH CAC,
visit their website www.okinterviewingservices.com
or you can find them on Facebook by searching for
“The PATH CAC.”
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Trident Capillary provides innovative solutions to downhole chemical treating
problems by installing semi-permanent capillary tubing injection systems.
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Downhole temperature and pressure gauge systems are available for data
collection in real time of the well bore performance and monitoring.

Contact us today
for all of your
capillary tubing needs.

Maximum benefits are obtained
by treating production systems
downhole at the problem source.

TRIDENTCARPILLARY.COM VisIt us online to FiNnd a location near you.
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Sponsored by

Z.ach Smith

Zachary Brock Smith
42, of Fort Worth, Texas
was born on August 28,
1982, in Elk City to Bill
Smith and Denise Sims.
Zachary went to walk the
heavenly streets of gold
with his Lord and Savior
on Tuesday, June 10, 2025,
at Fort Worth, Texas.

From early on, it was obvious how much he loved to
laugh. If you knew him, his laughter was infectious. He
often befriended the outsider and the underdog. He had
a passion for playing football and watching football.
He was a big fan of the Oklahoma Sooners.

After graduating Elk City high school in 2001, he
attended Southwestern Assemblies of God University
(Nelson University) in Waxahachie, Texas. He later
graduated with a degree from SWOSU in 2012.

Zach was a man that encouraged others and
supported his family. He was a beloved son, grandson,
brother, and uncle. Nobody could get the kids laughing
and goofing around like Uncle Zach. His love and care
for others was unmatched. As a fan of movies, Zach
would always have a movie quote for every situation.
In the words of Rocky Balboa, “The world ain’t all
sunshine and rainbows. It’s a very mean and nasty
place and I don’t care how tough you are, it will beat
you to your knees and keep you there permanently
if you let it. You, me, or nobody is gonna hit as hard
as life.”

Life hit Zach very hard and his absence will be
felt so deeply by the many who loved him and cared
for him through both good times and bad. May we
never forget how important it is to be there for one
another and most importantly to pray for one another
as we all navigate this life, often with difficulty and
challenges.

Zach’s fight on this earth is over, but you’re still here
and God isn’t finished with you yet. In John 16:33 Jesus
says “I have told you these things, so that you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.”

Zach is survived by his parents, Bill Smith of
Butler, OK, Denise Sims and her husband, Cliff Sims
of Dublin, Texas; grandmother, Darlene Wooters
of Elk City, OK; big sister, Nichole Hayes and her
husband, Willie Hayes of Edmond, OK; little sister,
Lacey Horton and her husband, Kenny Horton; his six
nephews and nieces, Liam, Devlin and Ruby Hayes,
and Layla, Elliot and Deacon Horton; as well as many
aunts, uncles, cousins and numerous friends who loved
him dearly.

Zach is preceded in death by his brother, Ryan Lee
Smith; grandfather, Lyle Wooters; and grandparents,
Robert and Thelma Smith.

RD Ables

RD Ables, 81, of Elk
City, Oklahoma was
born on August 12,
1943 in Gorman, Texas
to Harmon Columbus
and Lucy Inze (Culland)
Ables. RD was suddenly
diagnosed with advanced
stage lung cancer and
looked upon the face of
his Lord and Savior on Friday, June 27, 2025 at Saint
Ann's Skilled Nursing & Therapy, in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

RD married his best-friend and soul-mate, Betty
Lou Williams on March 6, 1965. Together they
raised their family and enjoyed many years of
marriage. Betty preceded him in death on October
9, 2003.

RD dedicated the majority of his professional life
to the Oil and Gas Industry, beginning at Loffland
Brothers Drilling, then assuming a consulting role at
Anson, and concluding his career with Weatherford
International, where he served as shop manager.

RD took great pleasure in going on lengthy road
trips on his Harley trike, covering thousands of miles
and discovering various places. He liked stopping
by Janice's Cafe, where he would enjoy coffee and
socialize with his friends. RD's favorite holiday
was Thanksgiving, a time he valued for bonding
with his family. He had a deep personal relationship
with God and attended The Way Church, Elk City,
Oklahoma. RD treasured spending time with his
children, grandchildren and friends, he will be
deeply missed and greatly remembered by all who
knew and loved him.

Cherishing his memory is one daughter, Rhonda
Herring, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; one son,
Russell Ables of Ponca City, Oklahoma; three
grandchildren, Colton Herring of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, Haylee Herring of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, Riley Ables of Elk City, Oklahoma; and
other relatives and friends.

RD was preceded in death by his loving wife,
Betty Lou Ables; his parents, Harmon Columbus
and Lucy Inze Ables; four brothers, Elmer Ables,
Gearld Ables, and Gaylon Ables, and his twin
brother, JD Ables.
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Butch McCammon

Carl “Butch?”
McCammon was born
November 8, 1941, in
Duncan, Okla. Butch
graduated from Walters
high School in 1959.
Butch entered heaven
on Friday, June 27, 2025.
Butch was a friend to so
many and will be missed
by all. Butch was a devoted Christian who shared
his faith with his words and his deeds. He was very
talented and was eager to help anyone at any time.
Butch lived his faith in Christ on a daily basis. His
favorite saying was, “We are so blessed.”

Butch loved his church and served faithfully. His
passion for cars and all things mechanical led to the
often used statement, “Go ask Butch.” Butch worked
at an auto parts store in Lawton before moving to
Weatherford and working with Larry Vaughan at
Weatherford Auto Supply. He retired with ANR
pipeline. Most men like to think they can fix things
but Butch could fix ANYTHING.

Traveling with Jeanne was always an adventure
and a favorite hobby for both. Every trip always
included getting lost at least once and making
forever memories.

Butch is survived by his wife Jeanne of
Weatherford, son Michael, daughters Debbie,
Rhonda, Vickie, JoRel, and Jordan. Also, a special
niece Paula and nephew Steve and his wife Linda.
Also surviving are loving grandchildren, great
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Butch was preceded in death by his wife of 42
years, LaNell, and his parents Wilburn and Sarah
McCammon, his two brothers Charles and Harold.

Memorials may be made to First Baptist Church,
Weatherford.

Roberta Osage

Roberta Osage,
a respected elder and
beloved member of the
Cheyenne and Arapaho
Tribes, began her journey
to the Spirit World on
June 20, 2025, at the age
of 69 in Watonga. Born
in Clinton, on March 5,
1956, Roberta lived a life
rooted in love, strength, and service—to her family,
her community, her Tribe, and her country. She was
a ceremonial woman and Native American Church
member.

A proud graduate of Watonga High School, Class
of 1974, Roberta pursued higher education with
unwavering determination. She earned her Bachelor
of Business Administration from SWOSU in 1981,
completing her degree in just three years. Her
commitment to education and personal growth was a
source of pride for her family and a testament to her
steadfast spirit.

Roberta honorably served in the United States Army
as part of the Military Police, and was stationed in
Korea for a year. She was stationed at Ft. Gordon,
Georgia; Ft. McClellan, Alabama; Ft. Lewis,
Washington; and Ft. Huachuca, Arizona. Her service
to this country was a defining chapter in her life and
one she carried with humility and pride.

Roberta’s professional life included work in both
Norman and Oklahoma City. She was deeply engaged
in advocacy and community development through
her work with Oklahomans for Indian Opportunity,
Inc., and the Indian Child Welfare (ICW). She was
also a gifted artist, well-known for her intricate
beadwork—a craft passed down through generations
and lovingly practiced with cultural reverence.

She was a dedicated mother, grandmother, sister,
and aunt whose home was always open and filled
with warmth. Known for her delicious fry bread
and home-cooked meals, Roberta’s kitchen was a
gathering place where love was shared in every bite.
Her grandchildren held a special place in her heart,
and she took great joy in making sure their every
need was met.

Whether encouraging others with her wisdom,
cheering on a lucky slot machine, or beading with
quiet patience, Roberta lived each day with joy, humor,
and grace. Her laughter, generosity, and enduring
presence will be deeply missed by all who knew her.

She is lovingly survived by her daughters: Dorothy
Inoa (Raymond) of Mustang, OK; Julie Osage of
Watonga, OK; and Julia Osage-Merill (Anthony) of
Colorado. She also leaves behind her brothers: Larry
Romanose (Pauline), Eugene Blackbear Jr., Paul “Rex”
Blackbear (Phyllis), Ralph Blackbear (Senoria), and
Fred Blackbear; sisters: Wilma Blackbear Whitebird
(Malcom Jr.) and Ida Parton (Kenneth); and a host of
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and extended family,
all of whom were touched by her love.

She now rejoins loved ones who walked before her:
her parents, Eugene Blackbear Sr and Stella (Bessie
Romanose) Blackbear, a daughter Marilyn Frasier,
her sisters Imogene Blackbear and Frances Doctor,
and her brother Anthony Romanose.

~ Weare committed to providing a wide!
range of funeral services to fit the
mdfwdual needs afevery famﬂy
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Renee Ryburn

Renee Mae Ryburn,
76, passed away on June
26, 2025, after a life
of laughter and love.
Born July 24, 1948, in
Whittier, California,
to Ernest Hubert and
Juanita (Sharry) and
raised in Weatherford,
Oklahoma, Renee’s big-
hearted spirit was shaped by small-town life.

She worked many places during her career; A&W,
Owl Photo, Walmart then SWOSU, Renee brought
kindness and joy to everyone she met.

She was a wife to Dennis and mother to Tonya
and Michael. She loved her daughter-in-law, Regina
“Reggie” Victoria, and always referred to Reggie
and Tonya as “her girls”. She adored her family:
sisters Reta Wilkerson, Linda Hiler, Eva Tipton, and
honorary sister Karen “Tooter” Lawson; brothers
Dean, Darrell, and Phillip Hubert; and a large
extended family of nieces, nephews, cousins, and
lifelong friends.

Dennis and Renee loved life on the farm at Eakly.
Dennis passed away in 2005. Renee stayed on the
farm and attended Eakly First Baptist Church. In
2015, Renee moved back to Weatherford.

In lieu of flowers, Renee requests donations to
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Weatherford.

Denver Waltrip

Denver Everett
Waltrip, age 78, of
Arapaho, passed away
on June 27, 2025. A
beloved husband,
father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather,
Denver lived a life
marked by love, hard
work, adventure, and
unwavering devotion to his family.

He was born on December 13, 1946, and graduated
from Arapaho High School with the Class of 1965.
Denver proudly served in the United States Army as
a Private Second Class and was a member of the 71st
Reserve for six years. He carried that same sense
of duty and discipline into every aspect of his life.

Denver was self-employed. He grew up farming
and ranching, and spent 25 years hauling cottonseed
and cattle across the country. Through this trade
he earned the handle “Redline,” on the two-way
radio. He was an active member of the Cattleman’s
Association, AOPA, and the Farm Bureau. He added
a second truck to the business, which his wife,
Carolyn, drove alongside him. Together, they made
countless miles and memories, building a life rooted
in love, partnership, and purpose. In 2024, Denver
retired from farming and ranching, but still loved
going and “making the rounds.”

A man of deep faith, Denver was baptized at the
First Christian Church at a young age and later took
part in a meaningful Bible tour through Jerusalem,
Jordan, Greece, Rome, and Turkey. He cherished his
travels with the Jamboree group, forming lifelong
friendships along the way.

Denver had a passion for flying and was a licensed
private pilot with both VFR and IFR ratings. He
owned and flew a Cessna 182, a Cherokee 6, and a
Piper 172 Turbo. When not in the sky, he enjoyed
hunting, fishing, skiing, and golfing. One of his
favorite stories involved a day on the course with
Johnny Mack Shephard during a surprise tornado—
an experience he loved to recount with a smile. He
was an avid coyote hunter.

Above all, Denver was a family man. He was
an active class parent throughout his daughters’
school years and had a unique ability to connect
with children—his trademark fist bumps became
a special gesture of encouragement and love. He
treasured time with his grandchildren, whether it
was treasure hunting, playing at the park, sharing
ice cream, or cheering them on at their events.

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn Waltrip, of
the home; daughters, Tamara Powell (Jim Price)
of Cordell, DeAnn Sawyer of Arapaho, and Sheri
Mahanay (Clint) of Clinton; grandchildren, Dasha
Majors of Hinton, Daci Craig of Elk City, Marly
Lustfield of Clinton, Drew Mahanay of Yukon,
Holden Everett Powell of Arapaho, and Hudson
Powell of Weatherford; and great-grandchildren
Saylor Powell, Lakyn Powell, and Jack Denver
Lustfield. He also survived by family friend, Danny
Kisinger.

He was preceded in death by his parents Duwayne
and Verna Waltrip; grandparents Walter and Hester
Waltrip, Otto and Pearl Parr; brother and sister-in-
law, Jerry and Jacqui Waltrip; in-laws Rueben and
Ella Rose; and his son-in-law, Kent Powell.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make
a contribution to the CPSF Kent Powell Memorial
Scholarship noted in memory of Denver Waltrip, PO
Box 822, Clinton, OK 73601, or you can donate to
the Arapaho-Butler School Scholarship Fund, PO
Box 160, Arapaho, OK 73620.
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Heartland Museum’s 3-Day Fourth of July Event

1

Molly Carson/ M
This Rt. 66 Porterhouse Diner, which used to sit on Weatherford’s Main Street, is famous for
being an establishment Elvis Presley used to eat at.

Molly Carson/ WM
Mike Brown speaks with Val “The Gal” Yoder live at the Heartland Museum'’s 4th of July
celebrations on 95.5 The Coyote.

Scott Selsor / Selsor Construction
Progress has been made on the roundabout’s Route 66 monument, thanks to the contributions
of Selsor Construction, Culver Electric, Kaiser Sign & Graphics, and Cox Metal Works.

ONLINE SILENT AUCTION &
July 28 - August 8, 2025

LIVE AUCTION & DINNER
Saturday, August 9, 2025

5:30 PM - Silent Auction
6:30 PM - Dinner
T:00 PM - Live Auction

FPioneer Event Center, Weatherford

LEARN MORE OR RSVP

SWOSU ATHLETIC AUCTION

All Proceeds Benefit

Saturday, August 9, 2025 SWOSU Student-Athletes

(&

Good News

In the midst of all the bad news
we are bombarded with, allow me to
share some good news. For reasons
unknown to me I receive a quarterly
copy of Outreach magazine, without
my ever having subscribed to it.
It provides an analysis of what is
happening around the world in
evangelical churches and shares
ideas from various denominations.

An article entitled “A Quiet Revival” reveals
some interesting news. In England, the land that
produced, William Carey, John Wesley, and Charles
Spurgeon, has been more recently been known
for it secularism; great church buildings standing
almost empty of people hungering and thirsting
after righteousness. The author, Amy Orr-Ewing
states that “People are waking up to their need for
God. They are buying Bibles in such great numbers
in such great numbers that it is making the news.
There is a renaissance in belief in God.”

There has been a dramatic increase in church
attendance, particular among young men. In 2014
only 4% of young men ages 20-24 stated that they
attended church. In 2024 a sampling of the same
age group had raised the figure to 21%. Orr-Ewing
says “Young people and notably young men, are
discovering the Christian faith and returning
to church.” Ed Stetzer, the editor of Outreach
magazine, states that “across age demographics
over 2 million more people attend church in the
U.K. than six years ago.” He further quotes the
Wall Street Journal reporting a surge in Bible sales,
especially among first-time buyers.

In the USA, we hear reports of thousands of
college students gathering for religious services
in colleges across the land in places like Auburn,
Florida State, and Ohio State. Hundreds of baptisms
resulted. “Fifty-nine percent of Gen Z said they are
they are more open to the Gospel then before the
pandemic.”

It is interesting that there is a widening gap in the
returning to Faith between young men ad women. It
is true that young men are responding to the gospel in
greater numbers than young women. It is not certain
why this is true. Perhaps the desire for freedom in
abortion and the discouraging of leadership roles
for women plays a part. It has been found to be true
that the more progressive you are compared to a
conservative biblical approach leads to diminished
church attendance.

Changing the course a bit but not completely, the
summer is a time when young people across the land
are going to church camps or involved in summer
missions experiences. These events are so common
place that we tend to lose site of the magnitude of the
potential that these opportunities provide. It has been
my experience in working with college students that
many have changed the course of their lives through
their involvement in summer events. That being so
we should surround these young people in prayer.
How often have you seen your church have a special
time of prayer for those involved in these summer
opportunities? It is often true that “familiarity brings
contempt.” We take for granted these opportunities
because “they happen every summer.” We don’t
really expect God to act in a mighty way to produce
devoted followers that will live sacrificial, obedient
lives to advance the Kingdom.

We need not wait for someone else to spark such
a movement. It might begin with two people who
are willing to pay the price of diligent intercessory
prayer for young people involved in various
ministry events. The great Fulton Street Prayer
revival in the mid-19th century began with one
man with a passion. If you are not familiar with
that movement, goggle it and you might be amazed.

Jim Merrisen

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com, 580-302-1142
J

Tune in to WRIGHT- MEDIA for playoff action on all of our streams.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PLAYOFF SPONSORS!
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Redeem on-site!

S 1-40 Frontage Rd.
Weatherford, OK
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“Turn back the pages of history”

Two BAR W FARMS

For Sale:
Ignite Equine Complete Tubs
Dove Performance Nutrition Bagged Feed
21 Bale bundles (Bermuda, Alfalfa, Straw)
Call for more info!

Kelly 580-819-0664 or Jack 580-819-0343

.Y
EOnnE
VYl
State
Representative

District 57

Mike Smith

News Director

Get Your Glow On at HOA’s Fun Run & Walk

GLOWMOTION

A group of Weatherford High School students
is reviving the schools pom and dance team and
they’re hosting a glow-in-the-dark fun run and
walk to raise funds to get the team started. The
Glowmotion Fun Run and Walk is scheduled to take
place on Saturday, July 10th at 9pm at Weatherford’s
Sand Plum Trail in the Rader Park Complex.
Event coordinators are calling on all interested
participants to register.

“This is the first year that Weatherford High
School is bringing back pom, so they're starting
from ground zero,” said Heather Hummel, who’s
helping coordinate the event through her family
fitness business HOA Fitness. “They have camps
that they have to pay for, uniforms, shoes or poms.
You know, just essentials to get going,” added
Hummel.

The Glowmotion fun run and walk will have
two routes: a one mile route that will just include

the original Sand Plum Trail; and a two mile route
that will include the path that loops around the OI’
Fishin Hole.

Participants can register online for $25 before
July 9th. After July 9th registration fees online or
at the event will cost $35.

On the day of the race participants will receive a
glow necklace, but everyone is encouraged to dress
in their best glow-in-the-dark gear, and, of course,
have fun.

“We want it to be fun. You can go out the walk,
you can dress up. You can bring your dog if it's on
a leash,” said Hummel, and this event is “just about
getting out and about and moving your body for a
good cause, added Hummel.

To register online you can visit www.tinyurl.com/
y3udhwtj and you can also find more information
by searching Glowmotion Fun Run and Walk on
Facebook.

WEST OK/PORTERHOUSE RESTAURANTS
The Porterhouse restaurants have been a beloved
part of western Oklahoma history since the 1940's.
In an interview with Wright Wradio, Bruce McGill,
grandson of founder Marvin Porter, shares how
these iconic diners got their start, including the
struggles of paying for their establishments. “There
was a little box at the end of the counter...(You) put
a percentage of your sales in that box. About twice a
month, somebody would come by and unlock a box
and get the money out. And that's how you paid for
the restaurant.” The legacy of the Porterhouse lives
on today in places like Weatherford, where the spirit
of Marvin Porter's original vision still welcomes
diners with a taste of history.

THE D
AQUARIUM

www. theaguarivmweatherford com

580-772-6421 AMBER HUDSON
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CLINTON / NEW SUPERINTENDENT - July
1st marked the first official day on the job for new
Clinton Schools Superintendent Nathan Meget. “I'm
very proud to say that [ am now a leader of Clinton
Public Schools, but we do this work together,”
expressed Marget toward Clinton Chamber member
at their monthly luncheon. “I hope you know that
you are (a driving force) in the stuff we do. We are
in a place that sets kids up to be college- and career-
ready.” Meget succeeds Tyler Bridges, who has
assumed the duties of Superintendent for Stillwater
Public Schools.

SWOSU / BEUTLER NOMINATION - Former
Southwestern Oklahoma State University President
Randy Beutler has been recognized as a finalist in
family contemporary nonfiction by the Western
Writers of America. His book, “Empresarios of the
Rodeo Arena” chronicles the Beutler family's stock
contracting legacy in professional rodeo from 1929
to today. Copies of the book are available at the Elk
City Museum Complex.

WRH / SENATE BILL - The board of trustees at
Weatherford Regional Hospital focused on concerns
over the possible impact of funding cuts tied to
President Donald Trump's signature legislation, his
“Big Beautiful Bill” Act. “Three things happened
a year ago that made this hospital suddenly move
from the red into the green...Medicaid expansion,
then shop payments (to healthcare providers), and
with the directed payment program and benefits.”
explained Hospital Chief Executive Officer Darren
Farrell. “This hospital (brought in) about $6 million
a year; all of those things are now on the chopping
block.” The bill passed in the Senate on Tuesday,
July 1, and was passed by the House on Friday, July
4, following further consideration before moving to
the President’s desk on Saturday, July 5.

CORDELL / FINANCIAL REPORT - Cordell
Schools Superintendent Sam Belcher says the
district’s finances are in good shape, with a fund
balance of approximately $2.325 million. After
July’s payroll/remaining bills are covered, the
district expects to begin the schoolyear with up
to $1.9 million following July payrolls for faculty
members, which he describes as a respectable
number for the district. Belcher adds that he’s
optimistic about maintaining the district's strong
financial footing in the years to come.

CLINTON / JOHNSTON NOMINATION -
Clinton City Manager Robert Johnston has been
nominated for the prestigious Gerald Wilkins
Award by the city managers association of
Oklahoma. Recipients of the award are credited
with strengthening the city management form of
government through their stable length of service,
dedication to civic activities, and commitment to
codes of ethics. “It says a lot (about) Robert and for
the city of Clinton,” expressed Clinton Mayor David
Berrong. Johnston was nominated alongside City
Managers from Woodward, Chandler, Nichols Hills,
Collinsville, and Glenpool. The award recipient will
be announced later this month.

CUSTER CO / GALLOWAY - Custer County
Emergency Management Director Mike Galloway
attended his final county commissioner’s meeting.
“I'm just wrapping up loose ends, turning in
equipment for the last day...transfer some passwords
...take care of the drug testing and the clearing
house stuff for CDL,” explained Galloway, who is
retiring from his position after 23 years of service.

CONNECTIONS / FILL THE TRUCK - This
year saw another successful “Fill the Truck”
campaign for Connections Food & Resource Center.
Executive Director Elizabeth Amen says the event
raised over 200 pounds of food and enough in
monetary donations to purchase 600-700 meals for
the center’s 1500 monthly clients.

WEATHERFORD / HYDRO HOSPITAL - The
board of trustees for the Weatherford Hospital
Authority recently held their monthly meeting
along with their quarterly meeting for Weatherford
Regional Hospital, Inc. There, the board approved
the purchase of a new building, located at 539 N
Broadway in Hydro. Weatherford Regional Hospital
will hold the title. “This was approved last month
by our trustee board, but we also need approval
from Regional Inc., because that’s how the title of
the building (works),” said Chairman Cody Bell.

Hava a birthday, anniversary, or other sped
event? Email us at sales@westokweekly.com
to announce it here for FREE!

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information.
Christian Free Store — Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place.
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org.
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes! July 9th — Carolyn Dibler, Jerry Hill, Frank Johnson, Glenda Jordan, Mark Lantz, Frances Moore,
Caitlin Russel, Sheila Settles, Michael Webb; July 10th — Les Crall, Carolyn Curell, Leshia Jackson, Connie Lopez, Bobby Marsee,
Rachel Smith, James Taylore II; July 11th — Hessie Atteberry, Rebecca Blake, Paula Blake, Delores Davidson, David Matz, Lori Stewart,
Sue Vermillion; July 12th — Atly Buckner, Jonathan Wesley Dale Hawthorn, Kelvin Hart, Saska Koch, Glenn Morris, Ray Murray,
Kyla Scales, Emma Loe Shoonmaker, Rev. Earl Stephenson, Liam Turney; July 13th — Cezanne Barrios, Damon Basler, Sami Grove,
Charlene Haronema, Jennifer Jacks, Deanna LeGrand, Danny Moore, Kelsey Nonast, Matthew Perez, Raegan Roof, Norma Thurman;
July 14th — Caitlen Coxwell, Willie Galindo, Carissa Hewitt, Frieda Beck, Jamie Patton, Pauline Pennington, Debbie Smith;
July 15th — Vanessa Baileys, Chris Guthrie, Alecia Lay, Layla Lowrance, Aleesha Lustfield, Shaylee Maddox, Jade Mahan, Lee Miller,
David Morris, Alison Page Bieberich, Jason Rivera, Jessie Silver, Jessica Spencer, Carl Spradlin, Betty Sturn, Addison Weaver,
Jami Weaver.

\
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SERVICES & PRODUCTS

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree
trimming and removal, fence lines
cleared. 580-774-9718

Tautfest Rental Properties -
| Buy Mineral Rights! Contact
580-772-7000.

38-Year Weatherford Business!
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours!
Positions Available: Service
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry,
Construction, Small Engines,
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom
Stafford.

HELP WANTED!

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE
CENTER - Since 1949, sales,
service, most makes, scissors
sharpened, downtown Elk City,
580-225-6265

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FREE Baby Car Seat! Contact
580-613-0108.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge -
Stored for 4 years, in excellent
condition. 18% ft. Volvo Penta
Engine. 4.3 Chevy. 190 HP.
$7000. 580-819-2047

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K
miles. $16,000 OBO. 405-638-
1773.

Delta Truck Box - Brand new, full
size, white, one top opener. $800
OBO. 580-330-1437

Military Jeep Hood. Roughly
30"x30." $250 580-330-1437.

2014 Ford Focus - $6,500. 580-
330-3489.

4-Michelin used passenger
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape.
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking to
Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Motorguide - Wireless W75 54"
Freshwater Bow-Mount Trolling
Motor. New in box. Comes with
wireless foot pedal for steering.
918-415-4236.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator
Can be used for a unique car
spedometer. Call 580-772-7997.

30 ft mobile travel trailer - Will
exchange for a pickup, gun OBO.
Needs motor repair. Call me at
405-639-9667

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Entertainment Center,
$100. Gun Cabinet, $500.
White Armoire, $275. call 580-
330-1437.

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent
condition, used very few times.
$300. NO PHONE CALLS. Text
580-340-3501

Adjustable Elder Walker - $20.
580-613-0108.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call
580-774-4000.

Coleman Powermate 5500 -
running bolts electric generator.
$425. (770) 722-06009.

FREE Baby Car Seat -
condition. 580-613-0108.

In good

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each.
580-613-0108.

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000.

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45;
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat
back has horseshoes. $75 for
both. 580-890-0004.

Adirondack Chairs - Put
together with screws. $65.
Contact 580-613-0108.

97" Projection Television -
$750. Call 580-772-7997

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call
580-772-4297.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown,
comes with console and drink
holder. 580-330-0225.

Baby Walker - Bounces, comes
with mobile and music. $35.
580-613-0108.

New Brown Couch - Comes with
2 manual recliners. $500 OBO.
580-772-3223.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30
each. 580-613-0108.

Widescreen TV - 93" CRT.
Mitsubishi. $499. 580-772-7997.

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000.

Coil roofing air nailgun - Like
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails.
$250. 580-330-1437.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new.
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk
$300. 580-772-7357.

Wood Door Cabinet -6 shelves.
Stands 5°'11. Very good condition.
$60. 580-613-0108.

Brothers Sewing Maching -
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765

Thomasville Bed - Comes with
frame, mattress, and five-drawer
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Large Copper Skillet - $35. 580-
613-0108.

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

Craftsman Riding Mowers
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

5 Riding Mowers - DR Trimmer
Roto-Tiller. $500. 580-886-2980

Craftsman Push Weed Eater
Like new, hardly used. Contact
580-890-0004.

High Quality Hereford Bulls
Horned or pulled. Cross-breeding
steers can be a lucrative business!
580-661-1146.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders,
post hole diggers, golf cart,
kerosene stove, heaters, tires,
folding chairs, hand tools, work
bench, mower. 405-246-8952.

8N Ford Tractor - Good
condition. $1,500. Call me at
580-729-0001.

CLAYOIFIEDS

ANIMALS AND PETS

Introducing The Collar Club!
Pet Sitting and dog walking. Daily
and weekends rates. Call Andi at
580-214-0756.

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good
home. Would make good farm
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Large Metal Birdcage - $50. 5-6
ft tall. 580-613-0108

An All-Natural Pet Company
designed to keep your fur babies
healthy. 90-day 100% satisfaction
guarantee. 580-623-3593.

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the
Friends For Life Animal Society.
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs
available. Browse our animals at
our website www.okfflas.org

Jack Russell Puppies -wormed,
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253.

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312.

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born June.
Good livestock guard dog and
companion. Male and female
puppies available. $50 each.
580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian
shepherd, male. Standard female
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

MISC.

GUNS! Glock 45 - $600. Glock
357 - $600 Springfield XDS -
$900. Comes with magazine and
bag for $600. AR-15 - .223 calibur
with .556 extras. $1500. Call or
text 580-330-0225.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch -
Purchased Locally. Asking for
$8,995. 580-772-7997.

Retired Painter Selling Painting
+ Sand Blasting Equipment -
Ladders, planks, swing stage, etc.
580-890-9442.

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps.
New in box. $75 each. 580-772-
7997.

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per
choice or take all for $1 each. Call
580-890-9442.

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and
HEAVY. $300. 580-330-1437.

(2) Jet Skis - Need mechanical
work. $50 each. 580-613-0108

For Sale - (2) Doors, Never Used.
32" general purpose outside
door 36" glass storm door. 580-
774-0843.

Chicken Eggs For Sale -
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK.
580-673-2016.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call
or text 580-890-0053.

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo
and storage building, located at
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

Assorted Materials - Aluminum,
Iron, 2x4s, Plywood, and Plastic
Palettes. 580-890-0053 for pricing

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM
109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048
405-663-2354

Grocery

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000
OBO. 405-663-2413

House for Rent - Hinton, OK.
405-826-6376

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Star Wars Lunchbox + Thermos
$85.00 OBO. 580-330-1437.

Fresh Peanuts - 580-654-1175.
www.gooberhouse.com.

Assorted Doors & Full Size
Hutch - 580-890-0053.

Adult Walker -
580-613-0108

$20. Please call

Old Road Maps - In pristine
condition. 580-393-1444

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call
580-799-7834.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box.
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet!
For your business! Has games
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and
more. Asking for 50/50 split on
profits. 580-890-0004.

Horseback Rides - Hayrides,
cookouts, riding lessons, lunch/
dinner rides, and more! Like us on
Facebook at “Old Caldwell Trail
Stables." 2 mi. SE of Fay. 580-
309-0135, oldcaldwelltrail.com

New Scuba Diving Masks
Come in various colors. $25 each.
580-772-7997.

FOR TRADE - Will Trade

Shotgun for Handgun. Call me
at 405-426-0461.

(OF:1]
580-772-5939
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Advertising
Deadline:

Every Friday at 3pm

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

TINSLEY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Proudly Serving Western
Oklahoma for over 50 years.

We service all roofing projects & provide general construction!

Call us today to get a free estimate!
580-772-2775 or 580-772-4799

tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com

First United Methodist Church

Weatherford, 0K “Love God, Love Others.”

SUNDAY WORSHIP
B8:30am and 10:30am
WEDNESDAYS
Dinner Served at S5pm
Small Group at 6pm

817 N 7th Street, Weatherford, 0K
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

Assembly = Fabricators»
*Paint Line=

«Starting rate $12.50 an hour 0.00 hire on bonus
after working 90 days

401K - Health Insurance - Paid Vacation - Sick Leave

Apply in person at W-W Mfg. 8832 Hwy 54, Thomas, OK
or apply online at www.wwmanufacturing.com

HELP WANTED

LIVESTOHM K SYSTEMNMS

Bl WELDERS FULL-TIME IR
Starting rate $15.00
an hour $500.00 hire on bonus

after working 90 days

401K - Health Insurance - Paid Vacation - Sick Leave

Apply in person at W-W Mfg. 8832 Hwy 54, Thomas, OK
or apply online at www.wwmanufacturing.com

June 30th - July 12th

ROUTE BB

Produce

Food Club Hamburger or Hot Dog Buns, 8 count $1.39 Washington Red Cherries $1.99 Ib.
Food Club Potato Chips (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 | |Texas Cantaloupe 2 for $5.00
Kraft Velveeta, 2Ib. Box $7.49 Sweet Yellow Vidalia Onions $0.99 Ib.
Food Club Tomatoes & Green Chilis, 100z. (All Varieties) |4 for $3.00 | |[Red Seedless Grapes $1.99 Ib.
Pepsi - Mt. Dew - Diet Mt. Dew, 24 pack cans $9.99 Blueberries, pint $2.99
Dots Pretzels, 160z. $5.49 Dole Classic Coleslaw Mix, 140z. $0.99
Bush Baked or Grillin Beans, 22-280z. (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 | ISweet Corn 3 for $1.00
McCormick Seasonings (Asst. Varieties 2 for $4.00
Leals Tortilla Chips (BII \(larieties) ) 2 for gs_oo Trozen
Food Club Hamburger Dills, 320z. 2 for $5.00 | [Cravn Hash Browns or Fries, 28-320z. 2 for $6.00
Cravn Corn Chips, 9.250z. 2 for $4.00 | |Blue Ribbon Ice Cream, 4qt. Pail (All Varieties) $5.99
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 | |Food Club Waffles, 10 count (All Varieties) $2.39
Food Club Sugar, 4 Ib. $3.49 Smuckers Uncrustables (All Varieties) 3 for $6.00
Whataburger Ketchup, 200z. $2.99 Food Club Lemonade or Limeade, 120z. 2 for $4.00
French's Mustard, 200z. $2.99
Malt-O-Meal Cereals, 30-360z (Assorted Bags) $4.99
Cheez Its Crackers (All Varieties) $3.99 meat
Ranch Style Beans, 150z. (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 | |Eckrich Smoked Sausage, 140z. (All Varieties) $3.69
Betty Crocker Suddenly Salad (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 | |Bar S Hot Dogs, 120z. 3 for $4.00
Jalapeno Poppers, 90z. $5.99
q) . J.C. Potter Sausage, 1 Ib. roll $3.99
any Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 Ib.
Red Diamond Tea, 1280z. (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00 | |Country Style Pork Ribs $3.29 Ib.
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits, 16.30z. (All Varieties) $3.49 Boneless Rib Eye Steak $17.99 Ib.
Food Club Whipping Cream, 320z. $5.99
Daisy Dip, 160z. (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 @7:)’ gm‘:m:)’
Food Club Shredded Cheese, 80z. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 | |Simply Done Red Plastic Cups, 50 count $3.98
Borden Cheese Melts (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00 | |Solo Paper Plates, 22 count 2 for $7.00
Food Club Orange Juice, 520z. $4.39 Simply Done Foil Pans (Asst. Varieties) 2 for $4.00
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Oklahoma History - Independence Day Celebrations Across the State

RENAE

Courtesy Oklahoma History Society

A Fourth of July Parade, held in El Reno, Indian Territory, sometime

in the early 1900s. A streetscape lined with
horse-drawn floats.

spectators, flags, and

aplirit

Frame builal

Courtesy Oklahoma History Society

From the “Spirit of ‘76” collection depecting early celebration in ru-
ral Oklahoma showing a parade passing the Alfalfa County court-

house in Cherokee, OK, one year after statehood.

Chase Wright

Oklahoma’s Independence
Staff Writer

Day celebrations began even
before statehood. Just months after the 1889 Land Run
opened central Oklahoma to settlers, the fledgling
Oklahoma City organized a grand Fourth of July festival.
A special committee secured reduced railroad fares to
bring in visitors and laid out a fairground east of town
(today’s Bricktown) for horse tracks and a baseball
diamond. Over July 4-6, 1889, an estimated few thousand
people (far shy of the 20,000 hoped for) gathered to enjoy
horse races, frontier games, and exhibitions of “feats of
horsemanship,” capped each day by a fiery pyrotechnic
display. Dozens of Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Caddo tribal
members traveled from the Darlington Agency under
special U.S. government permission to perform “Indian
war dances” for the crowds. Ironically, because federal
agents had banned Native ceremonies in that era, many
tribes seized the Fourth as an occasion to openly hold
forbidden dances and honor rituals, often incorporating
American flags into their regalia. The ambitious 1889
celebration was later dubbed “the Fall of Babylon” after
a grandstand collapsed on opening day — yet newspapers
still declared it a triumph for a community eager to prove
itself in the territory.

Other frontier towns in Indian and Oklahoma
Territories soon followed suit with patriotic festivities. At
army posts like Fort Reno and in railroad towns springing
up on the prairie, Independence Day meant day-long
picnics, band music, and cannon salutes at sunrise. In
Muskogee, Guthrie, and other early towns, citizens
gathered for parades and readings of the Declaration of
Independence, often under makeshift awnings in the
summer heat. By July 4, 1907 — the last Independence
Day before Oklahoma achieved statehood — Oklahoma
City’s downtown Broadway Avenue hosted a bustling
territorial parade.

After Oklahoma became the 46th state in November
1907, Independence Day took on new meaning. The very
next summer, on July 4, 1908, the City of Philadelphia
presented Oklahoma with a massive American flag
bearing 46 stars — a gesture commemorating the young
state’s first Fourth of July in the Union. (Embroidered
on the flag’s corner was the inscription “Oklahoma July
Fourth 1908,” marking the occasion.) That flag was
unfurled amid celebrations in Guthrie, the first state
capital, as Oklahomans rejoiced in joining the nation.
Across the state, towns large and small began hosting
“statehood Fourth” events with extra pomp: civic leaders
gave patriotic speeches, schoolchildren sang newly
adopted state songs, and fireworks lit up the prairie sky.

Tulsa, then a booming oil city, held some of those
largest celebrations. Even before Tulsa had an official
public park, the wooded grounds that became Owen Park
drew thousands for Independence Day gatherings. As
one account notes, in the years before 1909 (when Tulsa
finally purchased Owen Park), “thousands of people were
reported to have come [there] to enjoy band concerts,
food and fireworks each July 4th.” By 1906—1909 Tulsa’s
Fourth festivities included grand parades from downtown
to the park, oratory by local dignitaries, foot races, and
plenty of fireworks — setting a tradition of big municipal
celebrations.

While city celebrations grew grand, Oklahoma’s
small towns nurtured their own enduring Fourth of
July traditions — some lasting over a century. Marlow,
a farming town in the Chickasaw Nation area, boasts
an Independence Day festival dating back to 1892. For
well over 130 years, Marlow’s Fourth has begun with
a quaint Main Street parade featuring horses, wagons,
antique cars and home-made floats, followed by a day
of old-fashioned fun in Redbud Park. Generations of
Marlow families have picnicked under the trees, played
bingo for a quarter a card, and enjoyed a community
barbecue, all culminating in a free concert and fireworks
finale at night. The continuity of Marlow’s celebration —
through two World Wars and many social changes — is
a point of local pride, a reminder that patriotism and
neighborly fellowship never went out of style.

Many Oklahoma towns have developed unique
Independence Day customs showcasing local culture
and crops. Since the 1940s, the small town of McLoud
(east of Oklahoma City) has been home to the annual
Blackberry Festival, timed around the Fourth. What
began as a modest community picnic to celebrate the
blackberry harvest eventually merged with the town’s
July 4th picnic to form a much larger festival. In 1949
McLoud’s berry growers famously shipped a crate
of fresh blackberries to President Harry Truman for
Independence Day; the president proclaimed them “the
best he had ever tasted” and honored McLoud as the
“Blackberry Capital of the World.” The tradition carries
on today with pie-eating contests, the crowning of a
“Blackberry Queen,” and a parade through downtown.
It remains the longest running food-celebration in
Oklahoma.

Down in Pauls Valley, a quirky Fourth of July
attraction emerged in the post-war era: the Watermelon
Seed Spittin” World Championship. For more than 50
years, Pauls Valley has held this contest every Fourth,
drawing competitors vying to break the world distance
record (an astounding 66 feet!). Accompanied by
watermelon slices for all, live music and a traditional
fireworks show, this small-town spectacle earned
mention in Ripley’s Believe It or Not! and even the
Guinness Book of World Records. And in Pawnee,
residents celebrate like it’s 1900, hosting an annual “July
4th Games” on the courthouse lawn. The event features
old-time amusements — turtle races, sack races, tug-of-
war, bubble-gum blowing contests — plus a noontime
parade around the historic square.

Not to be outdone, many Oklahoma tribal
communities also observe the Fourth in ways that
blend patriotism with cultural tradition. The holiday
weekend has become a popular time for tribal
powwows, rodeos, and homecoming celebrations.
The Pawnee Nation, for example, holds its annual
Veteran’s Homecoming Powwow around the Fourth
of July — an event honoring Pawnee military veterans
alongside America’s birthday. The Kiowa Tribe
likewise convenes its Gourd Dance Society each July
4th, as the date overlaps with the old Kiowa Sun Dance
season; the Gourd Dance and ceremonial songs pay
tribute to Kiowa warriors and veterans, with the US
flag now prominent in the arena.

The mid-20th century saw Oklahoma’s
Independence Day observances grow ever larger
— especially after World War II, when the holiday
became a joyful outlet for postwar optimism. In the
summer of 1946, with wartime rations and blackouts
now over, cities resumed full-scale fireworks displays
and patriotic pageantry.

A new tradition was born that year on the shores
of Grand Lake o’ the Cherokees in northeast
Oklahoma: the Duck Creek Fourth of July Airshow
and Fireworks. Started in 1946 by local boaters and
returning veterans, the Duck Creek show has evolved
into one of Oklahoma’s most famous Fourth of July
spectacles. Each year since, thousands of spectators
gather by boat and along the shoreline to watch
dazzling fireworks reflected on the lake. In recent
decades the event even added vintage Warbirds and
Oklahoma

Air National Guard jets roaring overhead in salute.
An 80-year tradition now, Duck Creek’s extravaganza
is a shining example of how Oklahomans embrace
Independence Day with distinctive flair.

America’s bicentennial in 1976 marked a high point
of patriotic celebration across the state. Communities
big and small organized elaborate events for the
nation’s 200th birthday.

In Tulsa, the bicentennial spirit hit a fever
pitch when none other than Elvis Presley came to
town. On July 4, 1976, Elvis performed a sold-out
afternoon concert at the Mabee Center, thrilling
11,000 fans with a set that fittingly included “An
American Trilogy” and other patriotic tunes. (Tickets
reportedly sold out in just hours, as seeing the King
on the Fourth of July became a once-in-a-lifetime
draw.)

Across the state in Seminole, local organizers
staged a two-day Bicentennial festival on July
3—-4, 1976, complete with historical pageants,
beard-growing contests, and a fireworks display
that residents still recall fondly. Oklahomans in
Oklahoma City, Lawton, Enid and countless other
places held bicentennial parades with floats depicting
Revolutionary War scenes and colonial costumes.
Many towns buried time capsules on that day, to be
opened on America’s Tricentennial in 2076.

In the decades since, the Fourth of July has
remained a beloved Oklahoma occasion, where
tradition meets festivity. Some celebrations have even
gained national recognition. Edmond’s “LibertyFest,”
launched in the 1970s, now spans a week of events
and has been hailed by CNN and USA Today as one
of the top ten July Fourth festivals in the nation.

Its parade — featuring marching bands, cowboys,
and floats — is billed as the state’s largest hometown
4th of July parade , drawing tens of thousands of
spectators each year. In Oklahoma City, massive
fireworks at the Bricktown canal and Scissortail Park
carry on an urban tradition, while Tulsa’s riverfront
FreedomFest draws families to the Arkansas River
banks for music and one of the state’s biggest free
fireworks displays. Happy Birthday, America — from
the Sooner State, with pride.
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tips!

Summer Reading Kickoff
Sartinel Public Library on May 27th

WPLS CONNECT

DOWNLOAD
TODAY!

It's never been easier to have
your library right at your finger

= Search the WPLS Catalog
and view account
information

» Register for library
programs

* Book the Weatherford Publig
Library Meeting Room for
your next gathering!

Scan the QR Code below
and download today!

—

REGISTRATION:

L 1 App Store

® Google Flay

OPENS MAY 1

=WEATHERFORD EAGLE
YOUTH FOOTBALL SIGN-UPS

COST: $125

$100 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL CHILD

INCLUDES HELMET;
GAME JERSEY, PANTS
R'PADS

ALL EQUIPMENT AND JERSEYS MUST BE
RETURNED AT THE END OF THE SEASON.
PARENTS WILL NEED TO PROVIDE CLEATS,
MOUTHPIECE, AND PRACTICE JERSEY.

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT THIS LINK:
weatherfordyouthfootball.sportngin.com/register/form/151752305

“SKILLS AND DRILLS” NIGHT: Every Sunday in July at 7PM

Players must be Weatherford residents or WPS students entering the 1st - 6th
Grade. Proof of enroliment will be required for all players. Travel must be
provided by a parent or guardian for away games.

QUESTIONS? WEYFL.YOUTH@OUTLOOK.COM


https://wplibs.com
http://weatherfordyouthfootball.sportngin.com/register/form/151752305

o ANNUAL ICE CREAM CONTEST 4,

The Mother Road is turning 99 years old and the
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce is throwing an
“Out of This World” Birthday Bash at Centennial
Park on the corner of Main and Broadway to
celebrate. The event is slated for August 22, from
6pm - 8pm, and will feature live entertainment,
bouncy houses, face painting, a photo booth, and
free birthday cake.

The proper festivities will be preceded by a
2pm ribbon cutting for the long-awaited Astronaut
statue, standing where the Centennial Gazebo
was previously located. Oklahoma’s Lieutenant
Governer Matt Pinnel, a longtime enthusiast for
the statue’s unveiling, will also be in attendance.

In addition to the contests and live music, several
local vendors and food truckswill be in attendance
for folks looking to see what these skilled locals
have to offer.

“We’ve got a lot of businesses behind us, so this
will be a great time to hang out,” expressed Chamber

of Commerce Executive Director Kim Silman.

The fourth annual Ice Cream Contest, which
returns as a fan favorite, will feature many
contestants and their homemade ice cream
creations. Register now until August 15 by visiting
the Weatherford Chamber’s office at 210 W Main
Street.

Interested guests can pay $10 for a wristband that
will allow them to taste test every ice cream at the
event as well as give them a chance to vote for the
competition’s winners.

The contest is broken into two categories: one for
individuals and for-profit organizations; another for
non-profit organizations. Winners in both categories
will be awarded prizes, with the non-profit being
awarded $2,000 worth of local advertising.

For more information, call the Weatherford
Chamber of Commerce at 580-772- 7744. Additionaly
you can find them on Facebook by searching
“Weatherford Area Chamber of Commerce.”
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MEXICAN ENSEMBLE BAND

Tamborazo Korralejo is one of the most popular bands
playing Tamborazo music, a traditional northwestern
Mexican genre that primarily utilizes percussion and wind
instruments.

The band has performed at numerous events over the years,
delighting crowds with their vibrant music and passionate
performance.

Mark CRUZ

GUITARIST + CONCERTO SOLOIST |

Edgar Cruz has been a headliner at the prestigious Chet Atkins
Guitar Festival in Nashville since 1995 and has been a strong
icon at major art & music festivals in Oklahoma since the late

70's. Viewers are entranced at the precision, speed, and
complexity with which his fingers strike the strings of his
guitar to create a symphony of sound.

His brother, Mark Anthony Cruz, graduated with a Master of
Music (MM) from Texas State University, where he has been
professor of guitar for 18 years. As a composer, Cruz has been
published by Shawnee Press, Soundboard Magazine, MelBay
and Clear Note Publications while managing his own
company, MAC Publlcatlons.
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' Tamborazo Korralejo July 11th @ 7pm
- Mark & EdgarCruz July 18th @ 7pm
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Weekdays, 6am - Bam
Newstalk KCLI 99.3FM

Start your day off right with
Harold and Biscuit!

. ENERST M

” HOSTED BY DREW COBB

Weekdays 6am - Bam
H0IMEMITHEZOO

KKZUFM.COM 95.5 HEIu

,g-a

THE S

MORNING*
SHOW

with Mal the Gal & Jon Mnﬂhm o

Weekdays 6am-9am on 95. 5 FM

FOR RENTmmm

980-7712-3333 Office: 117 E. Main

619 Lacy Terrace
Arapaho, OK

One (1) Car Garage
£1,000 per month

— ?”L':E/
Ly -
Vi S ion
129 M. Bradley
' N Ew Weatherford, OK
1 (Next to Solstice Tanning)
'

565 S. 30th Street
Clinton, OK

TrueVisionOklahoma.com

l LOCATIONS! l
Ry e e

980-7712-3232

truevisionoklahoma.com

Empower your ‘"
JOB SEARCH Ej}“‘ '::,I

WORK READY "‘-“*','

«%ﬁ&

@ 1501 Lera Drive STE 5
Weatherford, OK 73096

& sso0-302-9707

b recruitment@WRO-Weatherford.com

w WORK READY

OKLAHC

Invest in yourself and your future with
WorkReadyOklahoma.com

I| |_|

Summer Sales

and Savings!
*x ok ok Xk

Shopping Hours: Monday, 12pm - 5pm
Tuesday - Friday, 10:00am - 5pm

Saturday, 10:00am - 4pm
1225 E Main, Weatherford

580-772-2238

WRIGHTo MEDIA

M T EFTNFIIE. AT OETIT0.

Now Hiring

Marketing/Account Executive
Clinton, Elk City, Weatherford, & surrounding areas

Job Description: Put together marketing plans,
sell radio and video ads, create and write ad copies,
and service on-air accounts.

Send Resume to: c.graybill@wright.media

(Must pass a background check and drug test)

Great Pay and Continual Training
Health Benefits and PTO after 90 days
Apply in-person at 10040 Hwy 54 in Weatherford



http://kclifm.com
http://kweyam.com
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SWOSU Volleyball Signs Six Freshmen for 25

PUMP & GENERATOR RENTAL « OILFIELD « IRRIGATION

RESIDENTIAL « SUBMERSIBLE PUMPS - SOLAR PUMPS
LR | A

ATH GEN. INDUSTRY PROVIDER - VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Owned and Operated by Alex Ewbank
(580) 890-8009 + Weatherford, OK

Groceries, Meats, and More!

405-663-2354
109 W Main St.
Hydro, OK 73047

Monday - Saturday
TAM - TPM

__l]EERgR__F.EK

Check out our Special Deals!
Updated Bi-Weekly on Page 5

CHURCH INSURANCE
BACKED BY FAITH-BASED VALUES

For insurance specifically designed
for your church at a price to fit your
budget, backed by faith-based values,
contact Harms Insurance.

H;\ R I\IS AR ;3_9_3q_viue Mutual

wwrw. Harmalnsuran LLUK COm

+580-772-2324

= MEMBER
1sr SuMmMIT BANK
LOCAL ATM LOCATIONS

« Drive-thru :
2251 E. Main - Weatherford, OK -
- OK Health & Wellness Center
4200 Carriage Way - Weatherford, OK

» Hydro Quick Shop ¥
213 5. Arapaho - Hydro, OK =

2251 E. Main - Weatherford, OK
580-772-2600 - fsbwtford.com
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Complete
OF WEATHERFORD
EAGLE SPORTS “ﬂ Ch.ange

s &

1/2 PRICE ALIGNMENT
FREE LIFETIME ROTATION
FREE FLAT REPAIR W/
PURCHASE OF 4 CAR
OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00 « Sat 8:00-Moon
111 S. Kansas, W'ford, OK » 580-772-3132

www gjssouthwesllire.com

0 Pulmonary
Rehabilitation &

L - Di ic C
3701 East Main Street
Weatherford, Ok 73096

llllll w Y SNt | St Anthomy Fonsetal

Phone: 580-302-9119

Do you ever experience shortness of breath, or have you
beean disgnosed with Chronis Lung Disease?

If 50, ask your physician if our Respiratory Care &
Pulmonary Rehabilitation program might be right for you.

-Decrease your shortness of breath
-Improve your pulmonary functions

-Increase your exercise capacity
-Enhance your quality of life
-Reduce your healthcare costs

Medicare and most insurance plans pay for respiratory
care and pulmonary rehabilitation services.

A physician referral is required for admission

AUTO & TRUCK PARTS

OF WEATHERFORD, ELK CITY, & HINTON

Mon-Fri: 7am-6em * Sat: 8am-12em

115 S Washintgton » Weatherford
580-302-8673

716 W 3rd Street « Elk City
580-225-3442

216 N Broadway Ave = Hinton
580-302-8676

presented by: HELIG
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Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

SWOSU Volleyball
Coach Josh Collins has
announced the addition of six incoming freshmen
to the Bulldogs' roster for the 2025 season.

“I am thrilled to welcome this talented and dynamic
group of freshmen to our program,” said Collins. “Each
of them brings a unique combination of experience,
skill, and competitive drive that will undoubtedly
elevate our team. With multiple state championships,
district accolades, and a strong background in multi-
sport athleticism, this class is poised to make an

immediate impact. I'm excited to have them join the
Bulldog family and am ready to see them develop,
grow, and thrive in our program's culture.”

Fresh off of the first Great American Conference
(GAC) championship in the program’s history,
SWOSU will look to continue its momentum
by adding the six freshmen to a group of seven
returners.

Collins, now a three-time GAC Coach of the Year,
enters his 14th season as the head coach of SWOSU
Volleyball in 2025.

Mackenzie Sims | Amarillo, TX (Bushland HS)

Claire Occkiogrosso | Arlington, TX (Grace Prep)

"Mackenzie comes to SWOSU following an
extremely decorated high school career. As a three-
time 3A State Champion and two time State MVP
in Texas, we expected her to bring that experience
to SWOSU and impact this program immediately.
As a setter, she navigates the game at an extremely
high level. We are excited for Mackenzie to become
a DAWG!"

"Claire brings state championships experience to
SWOSU. She has played in a very competitive 4A
private school division in Texas. As a left-handed
right side, she adds versatility to our offense. We
expect Claire to come in and continue to build the
culture of this team and program. We're excited for
Claire to be here and be a DAWG."
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Sydnee Winfrey | Canyon, TX

Kaylyn Christy | Fishers, IN (Hamilton HS)

"Sydnee comes to SWOSU as a very dynamic
athlete. Coming from a family that is heavily
involved in college athletics, it is in Sydnee's blood
to be a competitor. She has had great success playing
in numerous sports in high school and we cannot
wait to add her competitive spirit to our program."

"We are excited for KK to bring a high level of
volleyball 1Q to our program. She has competed on
very competitive club and school teams and has won
2 state championships in Indiana. Her experience
in many different positions and ability to impact all
sides of the game will be a great addition to this
program.”

Preslee Alaniz | Friendswood, TX

Katja Blanchat | Lindsborg, KS (Smoky Valley HS)

"We are excited to add Preslee's length to our
program. She is a decorated district blocker who
reads the game very well. We know Preslee will
not only come in and develop this program, but we
expect her to excel in the culture as well."
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WWW.HELIDSPUMPS.COM
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WE'RE PROUD TO BE THE

\GROWING, JMOST RELIABLE, V:UTd!
OE W GI7XTHS] PUMP COMPANY

IN THE WORLD.
100 N. MCCLARY RD. S80-832.5475

CORDELL, OK 73632
4 e M | e = /=t
Contact us today for all of your

capillary tubing needs.

TRIDENTCARILLARY.COM

n syst

Vist to Aind a location near you.

100 N. MCCLARY RD.

CORDELL, OK 73632 \oaoa832. 57475

"Katja is another multi-sport high school athlete
that is very decorated. As a middle, she will be very
dynamic for this program and we expect her to use
her poise to make an impact quickly. We cannot
wait for Kat to join the Bulldog family."

Western OK’s Largest
Mattress Showroom

ANNEX

|04 West Main
Weatherford, OK
580-772-5581



http://tridentcapillary.com
http://www.heliospumps.com

