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SWOSU’s Annual Band Camp Returned for its 70th Year (July 12 - 18)

Provided by SWOSU Dept. of Music
As a newcomer to the SWOSU Band Camp Scene, Dr. T André Feagin 
(pictured, left) was tasked with conducting this year’s Honor Band 
attendees.

Provided by SWOSU Dept. of Music
Mike Palmer (pictured, left) lead rehearsals for the Symphonic Band at SWOSU Band Camp. These students performed a number of Wind Ensem-
ble pieces, including Kelijah Dunton’s “Stillwater” (pictured, right)

Provided by SWOSU Dept. of Music
Dr. Robert Pippin, SWOSU’s Director of Bands, welcomes the audience 
to Friday’s show. To watch the full concert, scan the QR Code above or 
visit www.youtube.com/Live/VeyV0kodeuA.

https://westokweekly.com/images//papers/1-DIGITAL-EDITION.pdf
http://www.heliospumps.com
http://www.tridentcapillary.com
http://qr.bancfirst.bank/TgLx6kp
http://www.youtube.com/live/VeyV0kodeuA
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B e t t y  L o r e n e 
(Thompson) Edwards 
was bor n Januar y 5, 
1940, in Greensburg, 
KS, to Ralph and Orpha 
(Woods) Thompson and 
passed away Monday, 
July 14, 2025, at Corn 
Her i t age  Vi l lage  of 
Weatherford. 

Lorene was raised and at tended school in 
Greensburg, KS, graduating with the Class of 1958. 
She soon met J.C. Edwards while working at a movie 
theatre and they married on January 2, 1959 and 
made their home in Greensburg for a short time. As 
a young family, they moved often, following J.C.’s 
work--building powerlines.  They finally settled in 
Weatherford in 1974, where they made their home 
ever since, and finished raising their three sons—
Jim, Greg, and Brad. Lorene was a stay-at-home 
mother until Brad was a high school sophomore. 
She began working at SWOSU in the cafeteria and 
later at Weatherford Regional Hospital, eventually 
retiring to help with the grandchildren. 

Lorene loved spending time with her family. She 
especially enjoyed holidays & birthdays, preparing 
food for every event to make it feel special. Whether 
it was rice crispy treats, homemade ice cream, or 
chocolate fudge, no one compared to Grandma’s 
cooking. She enjoyed serving others and being 
a caretaker for everyone in the family. Her love 
language was truly serving others through serving 
them their favorite dish made personally for them. 
In her spare time, she enjoyed making ceramics, 
sewing and craftwork, and tending to her flowers. 
Lorene will be remembered by her family for her 
kind and gentle demeanor and through the love she 
shared with all of her family.

Lorene is survived her husband, J.C. Edwards; 
three sons, Jim Edwards and wife, Brenda of 
Weatherford, Greg Edwards and wife, Bonnie of 
Canton, and Brad Edwards and wife, Jamie of 
Shawnee; grandchildren, Syreeta Rodriquez of 
Weatherford, Jayson Edwards of Weatherford, Jeff 
Edwards and wife, Emily of Hydro, Nikki Hatch 
and wife, DeAnn of Stillwater, Seth Edwards and 
wife, Ashley of Canton, Josh Edwards Of Clinton, 
Lizzie Edwards of Canton, Paisly, Emily, Lynlee and 
Everlee Edwards of  Shawnee; great-grandchildren, 
Jayse Edwards and Jenna of Vega, TX, Braylon 
Gayer of Weatherford, Jaylee Edwards of Thomas, 
Kamdyn Edwards of Weatherford, Lincoln and 
Landry Edwards of Hydro and Alex Hatch of 
Stillwater; sister, Arzella Ferguson of Kansas City, 
two brothers, Leslie Thompson of Idaho, Bobby 
Thompson of Cordell; sister-in-law, Dot Thompson; 
nieces, Misty Garling, Carol Yeamons and Lorrie 
Bare; and nephew, Lee Thomspon.

She was preceded in death by her parents and 
brother, Wayne. 

Lorene Edwards

Terry Gene Buie passed 
peacefully at his home in 
the Oxford Assisted Living 
Community surrounded 
by his loved ones in 
Weatherford, OK on July 
8, 2025. He was 74 years 
old.

Terry was born on July 1, 
1951 to L Dean and Verla 
Buie of Eakly, OK. Terry attended Eakly Public Schools 
where he graduated in 1969. He attended the Eakly 
United Methodist Church where he was saved at a young 
age. While growing up in Eakly, he worked on his dad’s 
farm as well as helping on other’s. He was part of FFA, 
the Eakly School Choir, and enjoyed playing the drums.

Following graduation, Terry joined the Army Reserves 
where he served for 6 years and became an E7 drill 
Sargent while he also worked in Eakly farming and 
driving semi. He married Margie Dwyer in 1974 and 
had his first daughter Mindy. He married Twila Griffin 
in 1982 and also welcomed a step-son Aubrey followed 
by the birth of his second daughter Torri. Terry started 
working as a truck driver for Hamm & Philips in the 
mid 80’s. In 1991 he began working as the manager of 
Twin Cities Farmer’s CO-OP in Oney, OK then later 
transferred to Eakly where he retired in 2013.  Terry 
enjoyed listening to music, watching westerns, playing 
blackjack, ranger rides with his beloved dog Ringo, and 
going to the lake where he was the king of the bank hop 
slalom and launching kids on the tube.

Terry was preceded in death by his parents, L Dean 
and Verla Buie, mother-in-law Jo Ann Lanier, sister-in-
law Darla Buie, nephew Lloyd Buie, and former wife 
Margie Dwyer.

He is survived by former wife Twila Buie; 2 daughters 
- Mindy Pham and husband Anthony and Torri Buie; 1 
son Aubrey Ryan and wife Kandy; 6 granddaughters 
Addison and Kabrey Ryan, Isabella, Emma and Amelia 
Pham, and Peyton Davenport; brother Jim Buie; niece 
Anndria Byrd and husband Terry; great-niece Shaylee 
Hale and husband Jared; and great-nephew Kahle Buie 
and wife Lauren; as well as a host of other relatives and 
dear friends.

Terry Buie

Mary Helen Delarosa, 
70, of Elk City was born 
on May 12, 1955 in Las 
Vegas, New Mexico to 
Herman Luis and Antonia 
(Lovato) Gonzales. Mary 
looked upon the face of 
her Lord and Savior on 
Saturday, July 12, 2025 at 
Ochiltree General Hospital 
in Perryton, TX.

Mary attended and graduated from Tascosa High 
School in Amarillo, TX, and then she proudly entered 
the Job Core. She met and married Larry Norton, to this 
union two children were born, Chad and Chasity. Later 
in life Mary met Paul B. Delarosa and they spent many 
wonderful years of life together until Paul passed in 2006.

Mary was a very hard worker and deeply passionate 
about her work in the restaurant industry. She worked 
at various restaurant's including the Branding Iron, 
Liberal, KS; The Gazebo, Holiday Inn, Elk City. Mary 
also managed the Golden Corral in Liberal, Kansas. She 
enjoyed taking care of her yard and listening to music. 
Mary treasured spending time with her children and 
grandchildren. She will be greatly missed by all who 
knew and loved her.

Cherishing her memory is one son, Chad Norton and 
his wife, Jaime of Liberal, KS; one daughter, Chasity 
Bartee and her husband, Jody of LaVernia, TX; four 
grandchildren, Brittany Norton and Gus of Liberal, 
Kansas, Bradley Norton and Mckenzie of Liberal, 
Kansas, Emma Bartee of LaVernia, Texas, Paityn Bartee 
of LaVernia, Texas; three great grandchildren, Brooklyn 
Norton, Greyson Norton, and Oakley Norton all of 
Liberal, KS; one brother, Steve Gonzales of Elk City; 
three sisters, Sadie Galleges of Elk City, Flora Gonzales 
of Perryton, TX, and Kathy Gonzales of Carlsbad, NM; 
and numerous other family members and friends.

Mary was preceded in death by her companion, 
Paul Delarosa; her parents, Herman Luis and Antonia 
Gonzales; one daughter, Pauline Gonzales; and one 
brother, Mark Gonzales.

Mary Delarosa

Bonnie Ruth Cobb-
Grabeal was born on May 
10, 1941 on a ranch south 
of Clayton, New Mexico 
to Cecil and Celia Walton 
Cobb. Bonnie passed 
away on July 12, 2025 in 
Weatherford, OK at the 
age of 84. Bonnie was 
the oldest of five children, 
having four younger brothers that she kept in line 
throughout her life. Her family moved to Felt, OK 
in 1945 where she started school. Her grandparents 
moved to Keyes, OK in 1947 and her family followed 
them soon after. One of her and her brothers’ favorite 
memories was going to the Luna Theater in Clayton 
on Saturday afternoons.

Bonnie started high school in Keyes but graduated 
from Plainview High School after meeting the love 
of her life. Bonnie met Martin Grabeal in 1957 when 
he came up to her while she was working concession 
stand and asked her out. They were married in 
Guymon on July 19, 1958.

Bonnie was blessed with two daughters, being born 
on the same day, two years apart. Nikki LaDeen in 
1961 and Beth Sue in 1963. Together with Martin, 
Bonnie raised her family on the farm until retirement. 
Bonnie was known for her hospitality. She never met a 
stranger and there was always an open seat at her table.

Bonnie was a great cook and worked at Plainview 
School for many years, serving the students’ home 
cooked meals. She also spent time as a bus driver 
and waitress, all while keeping everything together 
at home.

Traveling to Red River, NM to camp with friends 
and family was a special time for Bonnie. She spent 
many a summer weeks cooking over the campfire and 
scaring away bears with her wooden spoon and pot. 
She also enjoyed traveling to cheer on her grandsons 
in their various activities.

Bonnie love to play basketball and socialize with 
friends. She was a fierce rattlesnake killer and could 
bring the sickest puppy back to life with her special 
touch. With health becoming more of an issue, Bonnie 
and Martin moved to Weatherford to be closer to 
family in 2020. She was blessed in recent years to 
make great friends at the Weatherford Estates, and 
enjoyed their nightly talks, counseling sessions, and 
dear friendship. 

Bonnie was proceeded in death by her husband, 
her parents, brothers Rocky and Jerry, mother-in-law 
Jessie Grabeal. Sister in law Rose Castle. Nephews 
Michael Overstock, Kam Smalts, Lance Day and 
Lynn Day. Niece Sheryl Sweitzer. Great nephews 
Truitt Schramm, Roy Dean Sweitzer, and great niece 
Myra Sweitzer.

Bonnie is survived by her girls: Nikki Pugh and 
husband Matt of Weatherford; and Beth Mason and 
husband Roger of Lookeba; five grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; Siblings Tom Cobb and wife 
Pam, Mickey Cobb and wife Deb, sister-in-law Beverly 
Cobb and sister-in law Teresa Stafford.

Bonnie Grabeal

Howard Gale Evans 
was born on May 29, 1928 
in Binger, Oklahoma to 
Owen and Opal (Hunt) 
Evans. Howard passed 
away on July 13, 2025 in 
Clinton, OK at the age of 
97. He was delivered in 
the home by Dr. Hawn 
for a fee of $25.00.

Howard attended school in Binger until WWII.  At 
that time, Howard’s parents owned Evans Chevrolet 
in Binger.  With the war going on, only individuals 
deemed critical to public safety and the war effort 
could purchase a car, such as doctors, farmers, 
f irefighters, police off icers and war workers.  
Around 1944, metal was used for the war effort, so 
no cars were produced.

The Evans Family then moved to Oklahoma City, 
where Howard attended Taft Jr. High School.  When 
the war ended, The Evans Family moved back, and 
Howard attended Binger School.  He worked for his 
dad at the Chevrolet Garage. Howard was a member 
of the Binger Baptist Church, where he accepted 
Jesus Christ as his savior.  His dad was a deacon, 
and his mother was a secretary of the church for 
many years.

On September 8, 1951, Howard married Hannah 
Loretta Opitz.  They made their home in Binger of 
that same year.

In January 1951, Howard was drafted into the 
United States Army.  He was sent to Fort Sill briefly 
for training, before being shipped to Korea.  He 
was stationed about one mile from the front line.  
While tossing a grenade from a trench, he was shot 
in the back of the neck, and captured by Chinese 
troops.  Howard stated that possibly all other GIs 
in his unit perished.  Howard was a prisoner of war 
for over 21 months.  After his release, he returned 
home to Binger, and worked for his dad at Evans 
Chevrolet.  He later went to work for, and retired 
with the United States Postal Service as a rural 
mail carrier.  He and Loretta had four daughters, 
and made their home in Binger.

Howard enjoyed visiting with his fellow POW 
friends every year that he was able to attend their 
meetings, which were held across the country.  He 
was interested in the history of his community 
and genealogy.  He liked listening to Jazz and Big 
Band musicians like Duke Ellington, The Dorsey 
Brothers, Glenn Miller, Henry Mancini, and others.  
He loved cars as a child, and went on to have a 
knowledge and appreciation for cars for all of his 
life.  He was an exceptional pianist and he loved 
his pet cat, Frosty.

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 
54 years, Loretta (Opitz) Evans, his little brother 
Wayne Evans, and his parents, Owen and Opal 
(Hunt) Evans.

He is survived by his four daughters: Paula 
James and husband Joe Edd of Binger; Jan Evans of 
Binger; Lori Cart and husband Jeff of Binger; and 
Allison Taylor and husband Rodney of Stillwater.  
Grandchildren:  Jason James and wife Deidra, 
and their daughters Addy and Ella of Piedmont, 
Oklahoma; Lindsay Potts and husband Bryant, 
and their son Corbin of Ft. Cobb; Holli Stock and 
husband Mike, their children, Hannah, Spencer 
and Joe of Binger; Ashleigh Cawthon and husband 
Kenneth, and their son Lane of Binger; Candice 
Cart and children, Brady, Rally, and Crew of 
Binger; Caitlyn Blackburn and husband Chase, 
and their children, Booker and Banksy of Binger; 
Dylan Taylor and wife Amy, and children Henry 
and Adeline, of Stillwater, Oklahoma; Tyme Taylor 
and wife Lexi of Dallas, Texas.  His great-great 
grandchildren: Sayler and Foster Cooper of Ft. 
Cobb, OK.

Howard Evans

https://www.lockstonefuneralhome.com
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SWOSU ATHLETIC AUCTION
Saturday, August 9, 2025

Staying Hydrated This Summer: You Need to 
Drink More than Eight Ounces of Water a Day

Su m mer  m ig ht  be 
w i nd i ng  dow n ,  bu t 

temperatures are still climbing here in Oklahoma. 
As the heat lingers, staying hydrated remains 
critically important – especially for older adults. 
Dehydration is a common and serious health 
concern for seniors and is one of the leading causes 
of hospital visits among this population.

Warning signs of dehydration include dry mouth, 
fatigue, dizziness, dark-colored urine, vomiting, 
and muscle cramps. If left untreated, dehydration 
can lead to complications such as urinary tract 
infections, constipation, and kidney problems.

The best defense against dehydration is simple: 
f luid intake. According to the U.S. National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, 
the daily fluid intake recommendation is 3.7 liters 
(appr. 15.6 cups) of water for men and 2.7 (appr. 
11.4 cups) liters for women. While water is the 
best choice, all beverages count toward hydration, 
including juice, milk, and even soda.

Offering a variety of drinks throughout the 
day and incorporat ing hydrat ing foods like 
watermelon, cucumber, and lettuce can also help. 
Oral rehydration solutions are useful for balancing 
electrolytes, particularly during periods of high 
heat or illness. It's important that older adults 
and their caregivers are educated on the signs 
of dehydration and the many ways to stay safely 
hydrated throughout the day.

The Long-Term Care Ombudsman program 
advocates for residents in nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities, helping to ensure that their 
rights and quality of care are protected. Staying safe 
in the summer heat, including proper hydration, is 
part of our commitment to supporting the dignity 
and well-being of every resident.

If you would like to volunteer or have any other 
questions or concerns regarding the Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman program, please contact your 
local ombudsman supervisor, Chloe Nutley, at 580-
821-4068 or chloe@swoda.org.

Mary Peck
Writer, The Sentinel Leader

S o n i c  D r i v e - I n  o f 
Weatherford’s longstanding 

relationship with Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University (SWOSU) Baseball continued in July 
when the owner visited the Bulldog ball field to 
present first-year head coach JR Head with his 
annual contribution.

This marked the first Sonic donation Head 
accepted as SWOSU's head coach. Sonic Drive-
in Owner Tommy Sims has supported SWOSU 
Baseball for over two decades through Sonic 
Corporation’s partnership program.

“SWOSU Baseball greatly appreciates our 
par tnership with Tommy and Sonic, which 
directly supports the team, facility improvements, 
and scholarship funding,” said Coach Head. 
“Personally, I'm also grateful he trusted me enough 
to continue his support in my first year as head 
coach.”

Sonic Drive-in & SWOSU Continue Partnership
Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

I know many of you have already 
completed your Vacation Bible 
School. You can always pray in 
retrospect. I feel that we get so 
familiar with some things that we 
fail to take seriously the potential 
in each young life. Perhaps these 
guidelines will help you think and 
pray biblically and thoughtfully.

Parents:
Understand that parents have a part in helping 

children continue to grow. Pray that they would 
be faithful in preparing the children, that they 
would quiz the children about their experiences 
in VBS and build on their experiences.

Children:
Pray that they would be teachable…willing to 

listen with a heart and hunger that seeks to know 
God. Pray that the Holy Spirit would draw them 
to the Bible. Some children will be coming from 
homes where there is little Christian influence. 
Pray for their situation.

Teachers and Workers:
Pray that they would seriously pray for each 

child in their care; that they would prepare, 
prayerfully and carefully. Pray that God would 
cause them to love each child, seeking to 
understand, That they would be able to explain 
the Scriptures carefully and in a way that the 
children can understand.

Pray for follow up, that our church would 
follow up those homes from which the non-
churched kids may have come. Pray that our 
church would have a greater burden for the 
marginalized kids.

2 Corinthians 10:4 - “The weapons we fight 
with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish 
strongholds. We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God and we take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

On a personal note: there will be a book 
signing of my book, Higher Ground, on July 
26, 2-5 p.m. It will be held at the BCM center, 
719 N. Bradley, Weatherford. I will only have 45 
copies due to those lost in the flood of S. Texas 
(my order of 200 were lost). They can be ordered 
on Amazon for $16.95.

I will also have a good number of my personal 
books from my library. They will be free. I am 
trying to reduce the number. Also, a number 
of booklets on prayer, bible study, etc will be 
available for the taking. (Getting ready for the 
last roundup)

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com, 1-800-302-1142

HIGHER
GROUND
Praying for VBS

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550291340391
http://swosufoundation.com/bricks
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS

Sponsored by:

WATONGA / LOOKOUT KITCHEN - The 
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreations Department, 
alongside the Lookout Kitchen, have reached an 
agreement to conditionally reopen the Lookout 
Restaurants in Oklahoma state parks, including 
Roman Nose in Watonga.  Lookout was permitted 30 
days to become compliant following the suspension 
of restaurant operations inside Oklahoma’s state 
parks on July 8th.
—————————————————————
WEATHERFORD / NEW HIGH SCHOOL 
The Weatherford School Board has approved 
contracts with Joe D. Hall for project manager and 
renaissance architecture for construction of a new 
high school.  Superintendent Mark Harmon said he 
and other district officials recently toured two Class 
6A high school sites at Yukon and Bixby.  “We're 
looking [for a facility] for roughly 1,000 students 
to plan for potential growth,” explained Harmon.  
“Next Wednesday, we're going to go take a look at 
Tuttle and Newcastle.  This just kind of gives us 
an idea of...what we think is a [good] jumping-off 
point.”  Harmon commented that the recent tour of 
Yukon and Bixby high schools included viewing 
both traditional and modern high school designs.
—————————————————————
CLINTON CC / RODEO GRANT - Clinton City 
Council, acting as the Industrial Authority, has 
approved a tourism grant for the Clinton Roundup 
Club.  The amount of the grant was $5,000.  “This 
is their second year to have a professional rodeo.  
They're expecting to have around 3,500 tenants over 
two days, with about 1,000 of those from around 
town.” explained Spokesperson Mark Nicholson.

CUSTER CO / MUNICIPAL CANDIDATES 
Beginning July 28th at 8am, candidates for 
municipal office in the cities of Weatherford and 
Clinton and county municipalities may begin filing 
for declarations of candidacy.  The filing period 
ends Wednesday, July 30th, at 5pm.  Declarations 
of candidacy will be accepted at the Custer County 
Election Board office in Clinton for Weatherford 
City Commission seats in Wards 2 and 4 and Clinton 
City Council in Wards 1 and 3.
—————————————————————
CLINTON / KNABE - Clinton School District 
officials say Melissa Knabe has been named 
Assistant Superintendent of Clinton Public Schools.  
Knabe has played a significant role in the district 
from leading major grant projects to supporting 
teachers, launching virtual learning, and shaping 
curriculum.  She succeeds Nathan Meget who was 
recently named District Superintendent following 
the resignation of Tyler Bridges.
—————————————————————
W E AT H E R F O R D  S B  /  C A R RY O V E R 
Weatherford schools Superintendent Mark Harmon 
shared the district has a healthy $3.6 million 
carryover of funds going into the next fiscal year.  
“We were very nervous about [our general fund] 
through the year,” expressed Harmon.  “I didn't 
know where we were going to land because of the 
stimulus money, [which is] revenue we are not going 
to receive this year.  Although it's down a little bit 
from previous years, we still feel like that's a very 
healthy carryover.”  The district received about 
$600,000 in gross production revenue this past fiscal 
year, about double the amount previously projected.

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information. 
Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of 
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group 
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes! July 23 - Micheal Austin, Andrew DeVoss, William Gentry, DeAnna Goosen, Tyler Jack Hoffman,
Wanda Johnson, Donna Lutrull, Tyler Mullins, Astrid Olguin, Tracy Sanchez, Tyler Williamso; July 24 - Megan Beasley, Hanna Boas,
Kasey Boas, Sue Britton, Brandi Burazza, Charlotte Colby, Catie Disney, Tamara Hetherington, Mildred Jones,Rebecca Lynn Kubrak,
Ashley LaGrange, Darrin Matz, Marvin Monaghan, Karen Stucker, Allan Taylor, Roxanne Ward; July 25 - Randy Dowell,
Christy Hall, Kenneth Keil, Robert Waldrop, Dylan Ward; July 26 – Kathy Badalamente, Billy Bailey, Lance Carney, Jennifer Deffenbaugh,
T. Kay Harrelson, Sherrill Lovelace, Joey Meyers, Josh Pitchford, Lisa Seibold, Dale Snider; July 27 – Nicole Curtis, Bert Goodwin,
Rylan Moore, Raul Perez Jr., Michelle Russel, Skyler Weaselbear; July 28 – Kasey Barton, Pamela Burton, Brian Exenia,
Brad Fry, Kalie Kerth, Mattie Mortimer, Jonathan Pigg, Rick Webster; July 29 – Rene Bickle, Ryan Folks, Cammie Hodges,
Dana Matlock, Lindey Smith, Aimee Stobbe, Stacy Twins

Jim Morrison Hosting Book Signing for New 
Book Featuring 75+ Higher Ground Articles

For the last 12 years, Jim 
Morrison has been writing 

“HIGHER GROUND,” a weekly Christian article 
that has appeared in various newspaper across 
Western Oklahoma.  After requests from his readers 
and colleagues alike, he has compiled his best 
editorials into a book, entitled “Higher Ground: 
Fresh Vision for Every Step of the Journey”

A book signing will be held on July 26, 2-5 
p.m., at SWOSU’s BCM Center (719 N. Bradley, 
Weatherford).

“This book is written with the desire that readers 
will be challenged, inspired and encouraged to 
escape cultural Christianity and grow toward 
Christlikeness.” Morrison wrote on the book’s 
Amazon Page. “It is designed for those who do not 
like to read or feel they don’t have time to read. Each 
article stands alone, and can be read in 5 minutes. 

It can be used and discussed in small group settings 
or for individual devotions.”

Only around 50 copies will be available at the 
signing following a flood in Texas that destroyed 
an order of 200. However, thanks to a few former 
students (and a reimbursement from the publishing 
company), Morrison feels fortunate that the book 
signing is still happening at all. 

Jim Morrison lives with his wife Mary in Weatherford. 
He is a graduate from SWOSU with a Bachelor’s in 
Science Education and a Master of Divinity degree. 
He served as SWOSU’s Student Union Director for 
37 years before retiring in 2002, but still worked as 
Chaplain at Custer County’s jail.

The book is now available for purchase online. 
To purchase a paperback or digital (Kindle) copy, 
visit www.amazon.com/dp/B0FCN3DT88 or scan 
the QR code above.

Alexander Shook
WOK Contributor

http://www.theaquariumweatherford.com
http://www.htswireless.com
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FCN3DT88


Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence lines 
cleared. 580-774-9718

Tautfest Rental Properties -  
I Buy Mineral Rights! Contact 
580-772-7000.

38-Year Weatherford Business! 
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours! 
Positions Available: Service 
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry, 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

04' Chevy Trailblazer - Needs 
new transmission. $3,000 or trade 
for a pick-up. 405-639-9667

FREE Baby Car Seat! Contact 
580-613-0108.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge - 
Stored for 4 years, in excellent 
condition. 181/2 ft. Volvo Penta 
Engine. 4.3 Chevy. 190 HP. 
$7000. 580-819-2047

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K 
miles. $16,000 OBO. 405-638-
1773.

Delta Truck Box - Brand new, full 
size, white, one top opener. $800 
OBO. 580-330-1437

Military Jeep Hood. Roughly 
30"x30." $250 580-330-1437. 

2014 Ford Focus - $6,500. 580-
330-3489.

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking to 
Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Motorguide - Wireless W75 54" 
Freshwater Bow-Mount Trolling 
Motor. New in box. Comes with 
wireless foot pedal for steering. 
918-415-4236.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-772-7997.

30 ft mobile travel trailer - Will 
exchange for a pickup, gun OBO. 
Needs motor repair. Call me at 
405-639-9667

Go Carts and Mini Bikes - Make 
an offer! 405-639-9667

E n t e r t a i n m e n t  C e n t e r, 
$100. Gun Cabinet, $500. 
White Armoire, $275. call 580-
330-1437. 

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent 
condition, used very few times. 
$300. NO PHONE CALLS. Text 
580-340-3501

Adjustable Elder Walker -  $20. 
580-613-0108.

New Brown Couch - Comes with 
2 manual recliners. $500 OBO. 
580-772-3223.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

Coleman Powermate 5500 - 
running bolts electric generator. 
$425. (770) 722-0609.

FREE Baby Car Seat - In good 
condition. 580-613-0108.

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000. 

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45; 
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108 

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat 
back has horseshoes. $75 for 
both. 580-890-0004.

Adirondack Chairs - Put 
together with screws. $65. 
Contact 580-613-0108. 

97" Projection Television - 
$750. Call 580-772-7997

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak 
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table 
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and 
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call 
580-772-4297. 

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown, 
comes with console and drink 
holder. 580-330-0225.

Baby Walker - Bounces, comes 
with mobile and music. $35. 
580-613-0108.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

Widescreen TV - 93" CRT. 
Mitsubishi. $499. 580-772-7997. 

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage 
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000. 

Coil roofing air nailgun - Like 
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails. 
$250. 580-330-1437.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Large Copper Skillet - $35. Call 
580-613-0108.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Good Coffee Table - Pictures 
available. $25. 580-613-0108.

Lawnmowers!  (2)  Dixon 
lawnmowers. $175. (1) Craftsman 
lawnmower. $300 (1) Craftsman 
lawnmower. $250. 405-639-9667

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

5 Riding Mowers - DR Trimmer 
Roto-Tiller. $500. 580-886-2980

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders, 
post hole diggers, golf cart, 
kerosene stove, heaters, tires, 
folding chairs, hand tools, work 
bench, mower. 405-246-8952. 

8N Ford Tractor -  Good 
condition. $1,500. Call me at 
580-729-0001.

High Quality Hereford Bulls 
Horned or pulled. Cross-breeding 
steers can be a lucrative business! 
580-661-1146.

Sportsman Generators - $150 
for all three. 405-639-9667.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Introducing The Collar Club! 
Pet Sitting and dog walking. Daily 
and weekends rates. Call Andi at 
580-214-0756.

2 German Shepherd Puppies - 
Both female, 9 weeks old. Up to 
date on shots, dewormed. Please 
call (580) 772-5299

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good 
home. Would make good farm 
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Large Metal Birdcage - $50. 5-6 
ft tall. 580-613-0108 

An All-Natural Pet Company 
designed to keep your fur babies 
healthy. 90-day 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. 580-623-3593.

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the 
Friends For Life Animal Society. 
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs 
available. Browse our animals at 
our website www.okfflas.org

Jack Russell Puppies - wormed, 
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253. 

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and 
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312. 

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born May 2. 
Good livestock guard dog and 
companion. Pictures available. 
$50 each. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian 
shepherd, male. Standard female 
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini 
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

Exercise Bike - $20. Please call 
580-890-9442.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
For your business! Has games 
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and 
more. Asking for 50/50 split on 
profits. 580-890-0004.

GUNS! Glock 45 - $600. Glock 
357 - $600 Springfield XDS - 
$900. Comes with magazine and 
bag for $600. AR-15 - .223 calibur 
with .556 extras. $1500. Call or 
text 580-330-0225.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$8,995. 580-772-7997. 

Retired Painter Selling Painting 
+ Sand Blasting Equipment - 
Ladders, planks, swing stage, etc. 
580-890-9442. 

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps. 
New in box. $75 each. 580-772-
7997.

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 
choice or take all for $1 each. Call 
580-890-9442.

Instruments! - 4pc. beginners 
drum set, $100. (2) Harmony 
Guitars and Peavey Amp, $500. 
405-639-9667

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and 
HEAVY. $300. 580-330-1437.

FOR TRADE - Will Trade 
Shotgun for Handgun. Call me 
at 405-426-0461.

(2) Jet Skis - Need mechanical 
work. $50 each. 580-613-0108

For Sale - (2) Doors, Never 
Used. 32" general purpose 
outside door 36" glass storm 
door. 580-774-0843.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Chicken Eggs For Sale - 
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK. 
580-673-2016.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. 
Call or text 580-890-0053. 

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located 
at 120 W Main St. 405-545-
0179.

A s s o r t e d  M a t e r i a l s  - 
A l u m i n u m ,  I r o n ,  2 x 4 s , 
Plywood, and Plastic Palettes. 
580-890-0053 for pricing 

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100. 

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

House for Rent - Hinton, OK. 
405-826-6376

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Star  Wars  Lunchbox  + 
Thermos $85.00 OBO. 580-
330-1437. 

Fresh Peanuts - 580-654-
1175.  www.gooberhouse.com.

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Adult Walker - $20. Please 
call 580-613-0108 

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444

Steel Office Desk - $20. 
Contact 580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. 
Call 580-799-7834. 

Horseback Rides - Hayrides, 
cookouts,  r id ing lessons, 
lunch/dinner rides, and more! 
Like us on Facebook at “Old 
Caldwell Trail Stables." 2 mi. 
SE of Fay. 580-309-0135, 
oldcaldwelltrail.com

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 
each. 580-772-7997.

July 14th - 26th

Hamburger Helper (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 U.S. Russet Potatoes 5lb. Bag 2 for $4.00
Spam Classic Luncheon Meat, 12oz. 2 for $8.00 Texas Cantaloupe 2 for $5.00
Food Club Wheat Sandwich Bread, 24oz. 2 for $3.00 Washington Red Cherries $2.99 lb.
Kraft Salad Dressing, 16oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Whole White Mushroons, 8oz. 2 for $5.00
Food Club Brownie Mix, 16.3oz. 2 for $3.00 Blueberries, pint 2 for $6.00
On The Border Fiesta Tortilla Chips 2 for $6.00 Cucumbers 2 for $1.00
Hawaiian Punch, 128oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Summer Melons (Asst. Varieties) $0.99 lb. 
Idahoan Mashed Potatoes (All Varieties) 3 for $5.00
Hormel Chili, 15oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00
Mrs. Freshley's Buddy Bars, 12 count 2 for $5.00 Village Pie Maker Pies, 48oz. $13.99
Shawnee Cornbread Mix, 6.5oz. $0.95 Jimmy Dean Breakfast Sandwiches (All Varieties) $5.99
Food Club Sugar, 4lb. Bag $3.49 Pictsweet Air Fry Vegetables, 14oz. 2 for $7.00
Hunts Snack Pack Pudding, 4 count 2 for $3.00 Tai Pei Chinese Entrées $3.49 
Head Country Barbeque Sauce, 20oz. (All Varieties) $2.99 Food Club Lemonade or Limeade, 12oz. 2 for $4.00
Vlasic Snack'mms or Stackers, 16oz. (All Varieties) $3.99
Griffins Syrup, 24oz. (All Varieties) $2.99
Peter Pan Peanut Butter, 16.3oz. $2.99
Cravn Graham Crackers, 14.4oz. 2 for $4.00 Opas Smoked Sausages, 16oz. (All Varieties) $6.29
Pringles (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 Ranchers Brisket Burnt Ends or Philly Cheesesteak Smoked Sausage, 12oz. $4.89

Colby Jack Cheese $5.99 lb. 
Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 lb.
Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 lb.

Crystal Farms Chunk or Shredded Cheese, 7-8oz. 2 for $5.00 Pilgrims Pride Boneless Chicken Breast $3.39 lb.
Food Club Whipping Cream, 16oz. $3.29 New York Strip Steak $13.99 lb. 
Food Club Half and Half, 32oz. $3.29
Daisy Cottage Cheese, 24oz. $3.99
Daisy Dip, 16oz. (All Varieties) $3.19 Solo Paper Plates, 22 count $3.99 
Food Club Orange Juice, 52oz. $3.49 Simply Done Paper Towels, 8pk $11.99 
Food Club Texas Style Biscuits, 10 count 2 for $3.00 Lemi Shine Booster, 20oz. $6.99 

                                                                                                                                           Fresh Salad Bar: Monday - Friday 10am-2pm!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354

HELP WANTED!

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939
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SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

Call 
580-772-5939

to run your
Classified Ad 

Today!

ANIMALS AND PETS

http://www.okfflas.org
http://www.gooberhouse.com
http://oldcaldwelltrail.com
mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Classifieds
http://www.wwmanufacturing.com
http://www.wwmanufacturing.com
http://tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com
http://fumcmethodistok.org
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Provided by Austin History Center
A band of African American musicians performing with fiddles, guitar, bass, and clarinet 
during a Juneteenth Emancipation Day celebration in Austin, TX (circa 1900).

Oklahoma History - August 4th, Tulsa’s Other Emancipation Day

In the years after the 
Civil War, long before Tulsa 

became known for its bustling Greenwood district, Black 
residents of Indian Territory were already gathering to 
celebrate freedom. As early as the late 1860s, African 
Creek Freedmen in the area set aside August 4 as 
Emancipation Day, marking the date their tribal council 
had granted them citizenship after emancipation. They 
organized lively picnics under the oak and pecan trees, 
parading down dusty country lanes and listening to 
community elders speak about the meaning of liberation.

These early celebrations were modest and heartfelt – a 
chance for formerly enslaved people and their children 
to rejoice in a freedom that was still new and deeply 
precious. The tradition took root quietly on the frontier, 
nurtured by the memory of bondage and the promise that 
life in Oklahoma could offer a fresh start.

By the turn of the century, Tulsa was still a small but 
growing town on the Arkansas River, attracting Black 
families from the Deep South. Many came from Texas 
– the state where the now-federal holiday “Juneteenth” 
was born – and they carried that holiday in their hearts.

On June 19, 1865, enslaved Texans had learned of their 
freedom two years after the Emancipation Proclamation, 
and ever since, June 19th had been a day of jubilee for 
them. Those who migrated to Oklahoma brought the 
Juneteenth custom with them. In the warm summers 
of the 1890s, one could imagine Tulsa’s early Black 
residents pausing their toil to honor that day, gathering in 
churchyards or open fields to pray, sing, and remember. 
Still, during these years, the August 4th celebration 
remained popular too – a legacy of the Indian Territory’s 
unique emancipation story. Freedom was a reason to 
celebrate more than once a year.

As Tulsa’s Black community grew, so did the 
festivities. In August 1905, decades after slavery’s end, 
Black Tulsans held a grand Emancipation Day barbecue 
at a local city park. Neighbors from miles around came by 
wagon and on foot, dressed in their Sunday best despite 
the summer heat. Mothers spread checkered blankets 
on the grass, laying out home-cooked feasts of smoked 
meats, collard greens, and peach cobbler. Fathers lit 
up charcoal pits for the communal barbecue, the wood 
smoke mingling with laughter and gospel hymns.

What had begun as a humble picnic had blossomed 
into a day-long celebration of freedom, faith, and the 
future. The memory of that 1905 barbecue lived on as 
proof that even in a segregated territory, Black joy could 
not be contained.

Over the next few years, the Emancipation celebrations 
in Tulsa grew more elaborate. By 1906, Tulsa’s 
Greenwood district had begun to form, a burgeoning 
Black neighborhood fueled by oil boom opportunities 
and Black entrepreneurship. Greenwood Avenue quickly 
filled with Black-owned cafés, shops, and rooming 
houses, and its residents carried themselves with a 
confident air of self-determination.

The annual freedom festival became a showcase of 
that confidence. By 1913, the community had shifted the 
celebration to the Juneteenth date of June 19th – joining 
Black folks across the region in marking the Texas 
anniversary as the universal emancipation holiday.

That summer, an excited crowd gathered at Tulsa’s 
Midway Park for a spectacle that folks would talk about 
for years. Families packed the park grounds, strolling 
past booths selling lemonade, roasted corn, and barbecue. 

See HISTORY, Page 7

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Provided
A flyer for an Emancipation Day event, from 
the late 1800s.



 July 23 - 29, 2025  •  WestOK Weekly  •  Page 7

A local jazz band played 
upbeat ragtime tunes on a 

makeshift stage, and young men and women danced in 
the grass in their finest clothes. In the late afternoon, all 
eyes turned upward as a hot air balloon rose above the 
treetops with a daredevil performer clinging to a trapeze. 
Gasps and cheers rippled through the crowd when the 
man suddenly leapt from the balloon, parachuting down 
in a slow drift of red, white, and blue silk. Children 
shrieked with delight, and their parents applauded in 
amazement as he landed safely and triumphantly tipped 
his cap. The pageantry and scale of Tulsa’s Emancipation 
Day festivities kept pace with the growing prosperity of 
Greenwood.

By the late 1910s, Tulsa’s Black population had 
swelled dramatically, and Greenwood was becoming 
known as “Black Wall Street” for its concentration of 
African American businesses and wealth. Emancipation 
celebrations became multi-day extravaganzas that drew 
attendees from all over northeastern Oklahoma.

In 1918 and 1919, amid the jubilation of the post-World 
War I era, the holiday gatherings were bigger than ever. 
There were parades of shiny Model T cars rolling down 
Greenwood Avenue, draped in American flags and 
banners celebrating “53 Years of Freedom.” The festive 
processions included lodge brothers in full regalia, church 
ladies’ societies in white lace, and the proud students of 
Booker T. Washington High School marching in cadence 
behind their brass band. At the crowded fairgrounds, 
one could find everything from horse races to pie-eating 
contests. Athletic events became a highlight – a reflection 
of Greenwood’s competitive and ambitious spirit.

In keeping with the other historic Emancipation 
celebrations in August, a Black entrepreneur and 
showman named Billy McClain established his 
entertainment headquarters as “The Palm Gardens” 
in Greenwood in 1919, and organized a spectacular 
boxing tournament as part of the Emancipation Day 
gala. McClain was a famous promoter who dreamed of 
making Tulsa a mecca for Black sports. He seized on 
Emancipation Day to crown a “Colored Heavyweight 
Champion.” He arranged special trains to carry fans 
from Greenwood to Tulsa’s Convention Hall, and 
more than 5,000 people turned out, packing the venue 
to witness top Black boxers compete for glory. The 
fights electrified the crowd. Through each passing 
year, Tulsa’s Emancipation Day celebrations wove 
the community tighter together. Black churches like 
Vernon A.M.E. (founded by pioneer O.W. Gurley) 
and Mount Zion Baptist (established in 1909) played 
central roles, organizing prayer meetings at dawn and 
community suppers at dusk.

Fraternal orders, women’s clubs, and the Negro 
Business League all lent helping hands. These 
occasions were more than just parties – they were 
family reunions, history lessons, and political rallies 
wrapped in the guise of a festival. Yet the overriding 
mood was one of hope and solidarity.  Under the 
Oklahoma sun, grandparents told the young ones 
about slavery days so they would never forget the 
trials overcome. And as the community broke bread 
together, shared laughter, and lifted their voices 
in song, they were actively shaping the identity of 
Greenwood.

They were instilling in each generation a fierce pride 
in being Black and free in Oklahoma – a conviction 
that would give Greenwood its character as a place 
of achievement and resilience. By the early 1920s, on 
the eve of tragedy, Greenwood’s cultural identity was 
shining brightly, and Emancipation Day was its most 
cherished tradition.

No one knew, of course, that a darkness would 
descend in 1921, threatening to silence the merriment 
on Greenwood’s streets. The Tulsa Race Massacre 
would indeed destroy countless homes and lives 
in Greenwood, but it could not destroy the spirit 
that had been cultivated over years of celebrations 
and togetherness. In the aftermath, survivors drew 
on the same well of resilience and hope that every 
Emancipation Day had reinforced. They rebuilt their 
churches, businesses, and homes – and they continued 
to commemorate Juneteenth and Emancipation Day, 
albeit sometimes more quietly, holding onto the legacy 
of freedom celebrations as an act of defiance and 
remembrance.

Those early gatherings from the late 1800s 
through the early 1900s were not just festivities; they 
were the spiritual foundation of a community. The 
parades, feasts, speeches, and songs of Tulsa’s early 
Emancipation Day celebrations carried the promise of 
Jubilee from generation to generation, lighting a fire 
in Greenwood’s soul that would not be extinguished. 
It was a celebration of freedom that foretold the 
perseverance, cultural richness, and unbreakable 
solidarity that would forever define Greenwood, the 
Black Wall Street of America.

Round-Up Club Provided Two Nights of Fun at 2025 Clinton Rodeo

HISTORY
Continued from Page 6

Heather McBride / Clinton Round-Up Club
Winners of the rodeo’s “Mutton Busting” event, where kids hold onto 
the bareback of a running sheep until they fall.

Kimber Brown / WM
TK Pro Rodeo bullriders were invited to put on a show for Clinton. 
Pictured, from left: Colt Raemhild, Cody Moseley, and Cody Taylor.

http://kclifm.com
http://kweyam.com


Presented by: SPORTS
 July 23 - 29, 2025  •  WestOK Weekly  •  Page 8

The 2025 Hall of Fame induction ceremony will take 
place at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, August 8, at the Pioneer 
Event Center.

The event is open to the public, with tickets priced 
at $25 per person. The 19th Annual SWOSU Athletic 
Auction will follow the ceremony on Saturday, August 
9, where the inductees will be recognized again.

Longtime SWOSU benefactor Pioneer will provide 
key financial support for the SWOSU Athletic Hall of 
Fame celebration and will underwrite the 17th Annual 
SWOSU Athletic Auction & Dinner.

"Pioneer's generous sponsorship allows SWOSU to 
bring alumni and friends together to recognize our 
new Hall of Fame inductees," said SWOSU Athletic 
Director Todd Helton. "Further, our partnership with 
Pioneer is a critical part of successfully raising much-
needed scholarship dollars for our student athletes."

Silent bidding in the Auction will take place online 
at www.SWOSUAthleticAuction.com from July 28 - 
August 8. The main event on August 9 will kick off 
with a cocktail hour at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner 
served at 6:30 p.m.

Participants will be able to fellowship while bidding 
on "Super Silent" items prior to the live auction which 
will begin at 8:00 p.m. The live auction will feature 
a wide variety of premium items and experiences 
available to participants.Tickets and tables for both 
the Athletic Auction & Dinner and the Hall of Fame 
Banquet are on sale now. Single tickets for the Auction 
are $100 and Tables of 8 are $1,000. To make your 
ticket/table purchases or for more information, visit 
www.SWOSUAthleticAuction.com or contact please 
contact SWOSU Advancement Coordinator for 
Athletics Allie Hoang at 580-774-6330 or Allison.
hoang@swosu.edu.

Athletic Director Todd Helton, on behalf of the 
SWOSU Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, has 
announced the Class of 2025 inductees: Meghan 
(Browning) Harms, Ida (Hoffman) Martin, and Shane 
Martin.

Meghan (Browning) Harms has been a dedicated 
suppor ter of SWOSU athlet ic programs. As 
an enthusiastic and effective fundraiser and 
friendraiser, Harms has played an instrumental role 
in supporting SWOSU Athletics and the softball 
team. She was an initial donor to the SWOSU 
Softball Endowment, providing ongoing support 
for scholarships, recruitment, and team needs. 
Harms has also guided additional philanthropic 
efforts as a new board member of the SWOSU 
Athletic Association. Currently, she serves as a 
physician assistant for SWOSU sports medicine, 
providing sideline medical services for the Bulldogs 
with Mercy Orthopedic Associates, where she 
holds a Certificate of Added Qualification (CAQ) 
in Orthopedics, the first female in the state of 
Oklahoma to achieve this distinction. A four-year 
letterwinner for the SWOSU softball team from 
2006-2009, Harms appeared in 86 games and was 
named a 2007 Lone Star Conference All-Academic 
honoree. She graduated with a degree in Allied 
Health Science in 2009 and later earned a master's 
degree in Physician Assistant Studies from Harding 
University, graduating Magna Cum Laude in 2012. 

Meghan Harms is married to Landon Harms, a former 
SWOSU baseball player, and they have two children, 
Luke and Owen. Her contributions and commitment 
to SWOSU Athletics have earned her a place in the 
SWOSU Athletics Hall of Fame as a contributor.

Ida (Hoffman) Martin was a four-year standout for 
the SWOSU softball team from 2001-2004. During her 
career, Martin earned numerous accolades, including 
the 2004 Lonestar North Co-Player of the Year and 
three-time First Team Lonestar North selections 
in 2001, 2002, and 2004. She also received Second 
Team honors in 2003. Academically, she earned Lone 
Star Conference All-Academic distinctions three 
times from 2002-04 and was named an Academic 
All-District 6 Second Team selection by the College 
Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) 
as a senior. Martin was a two-time SWOSU Softball 
Player of the Year (2003-04) and set multiple records 
in the SWOSU softball record books by the time her 
career concluded. She remains the all-time career 
leader in doubles (56), ranks second in hits (199), 
second in RBIs (107), and third in total bases (284). 
She set single-season program records for doubles (19) 
in 2003 and triples (5) in 2004 that held up for over 
a decade before finally being surpassed. During her 
time at SWOSU, Martin was part of two teams that 
qualified for the postseason. In high school, she was a 
four-time state tournament qualifier, a state champion 
in 1997, earned Oklahoma Softball All-State honors 
in 1999, and graduated as valedictorian from Adair 
High School in 2000. Martin earned a Doctorate of 
Pharmacy from SWOSU in 2007 and has worked as 
a pharmacist near her home of Adair, Oklahoma ever 
since. She continues to support the SWOSU softball 
program through the SWOSU Softball Endowment, 
which was established in 2022. Martin becomes 
SWOSU's first softball player to be inducted into the 
hall of fame for athletic achievements.

Shane Martin, a Weatherford native, pitched 
for the SWOSU baseball team from 2010-2013. He 
capped his collegiate career off with a ninth-round 
selection in the 2013 MLB Draft, the first Division 
II player taken that year. Martin was a unanimous 
2013 First Team All-GAC selection and earned All-
Region honors from the American Baseball Coaches 
Association (ABCA), National Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association (NCBWA), and Daktronics that 
same season. He continues to hold multiple career 
records in SWOSU's Division II era, including 
appearances (53), innings pitched (235.2), wins 
(22), and strikeouts (171). His 11 victories during 
his senior season represent the most single-season 
victories in SWOSU's D2 history. Martin also earned 
All-GAC honors in 2012 as a junior and was a three-
time GAC Pitcher of the Week in his career. After 
his collegiate career, he played professionally for 
two seasons before further pursuing his education. 
Martin went on to earn a bachelor's degree in the 
Science of Nursing from SWOSU in 2016 and a 
master's degree in the Science of Nurse Anesthesia 
from Arkansas State in 2022. He currently owns and 
operates Shanesthesia, providing anesthesia services 
nationwide, and resides in Hot Springs, AK.

SWOSU’s Annual Athletics Auction and 
Hall of Fame Ceremony Returns August 8-9

http://tridentcapillary.com
http://www.heliospumps.com
http://swosufoundation.com/bricks

