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T h e  We a t h e r f o r d 
I ndus t r ia l  Tr us t ,  i n 

partnership with the City of Weatherford, today 
announced the sale of 10.72 acres in the Weatherford 
Industrial Trust North Park to Amazon for the 
development of a new 30,000-square-foot last-mile 
delivery station.

The project is expected to bring approximately 
100 new jobs to Weatherford and generate a 
significant economic impact for the community 
through new employment opportunities, local 
spending, and long-term investment.

“We are th r i l led to welcome Amazon to 
Weatherford and to our Weatherford Industrial 
North Park for industrial development,” said Yolanda 
Creswell, Economic Development Director. “This 
project represents exactly the kind of high-quality 
investment we envisioned for this park. It will 
create jobs for our residents, expand our tax base, 
and reinforce Weatherford’s position as a business-
friendly community.” This transaction marks the 
first sale within the Weatherford Industrial Trust 
North Park, setting a strong precedent for future 
growth and development in the area.

“Having Amazon as the first company to invest in 
North Park is a major milestone for our community,” 
said Creswell. “It sends a clear message to other 
companies that Weatherford is ready to support new 
and expanding businesses with the infrastructure, 
workforce, and collaborative spirit they need to 
succeed.”

This new facility will drive the final stage of 
Amazon’s fulfillment process, helping ensure fast, 
everyday delivery to customers’ doorsteps. Starting 
at fulfillment and sortation centers, packages will 
be processed and prepared for last-mile delivery, 
improving delivery times for customers throughout 
the region and bringing even faster delivery to more 
rural communities. Construction is expected to 
begin early in 2026.

The City of Weatherford and the Weatherford 
Industrial Trust worked closely together to bring 
this project to fruition, underscoring their shared 
commitment to economic development and to 
making Weatherford a destination for business 
investment.

Amazon's presence in Oklahoma has generated 
substantial economic benefits through multiple 

channels, invest ing over $7.2 bill ion in the 
state since 2010 in infrastructure and employee 
compensation and contributing $6.8 billion to 
Oklahoma's GDP. The company has created 7,500 
full- and part-time direct jobs in fulf illment, 
delivery, and related roles, while supporting an 
additional 7,000 indirect jobs in industries such as 
construction, logistics, and professional services 
through suppliers and partners. 

Beyond employment and infrastructure, Amazon 
has committed to utility-scale renewable energy 
projects, including solar farms and wind farms that 
generate local economic activity while supporting 
clean energy goals. The company's platform has 
also empowered thousands of Oklahoma-based 
independent sellers who have sold over 9 million 
items and average $140,000 in annual sales.

The City of Weatherford is a growing community 
committed to supporting residents, businesses, and 
visitors through strategic investment, strong public 
services, and a pro-growth economic development 
approach. Weatherford prides itself on offering a high 
quality of life, a skilled workforce, and a welcoming 
environment for companies of all sizes.

Weatherford Industrial Trust Announces 10.72 Acre Sale to Amazon

Yolanda Creswell
Economic Development Director
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L eA n n K ay  St een 
(Schmelzenbach) was 
born on December 31st, 
1957 in Nampa Idaho. 
She passed away on 
December 1st, 2025 in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma 
at the age of 67.

At the age of three, 
she started her tradition 
of constantly moving with a move to South Africa 
as her parents started their missionary service. 
She spent most of her childhood there enjoying 
numerous pets including a monkey, time with 
grandparents, riding an ostrich, acting, Christmas 
vacations to the ocean and developing an intense 
fear of snakes that lasted most of her life. It was 
during this time she gave her life to Christ and 
started a deep relationship with him that lasted her 
entire life.

Upon reaching the age of majority, she returned 
to the States to attend Bethany Nazarene College in 
Bethany, OK to study art.  While there she met her 
first husband and they had a son, Jonathan, in 1981, 
She spent her early career as an interior decorator. 
On February 14th, 1990, she married the love of 
her life, Geron Steen, whose love for her was only 
eclipsed by his love for God.

They enjoyed nearly 35 years together before he 
passed away earlier in 2025. During this time she 
discovered her favorite form of art which was glass 
lampworking.

As she approached empty nesting, she decided to 
flip the script and moved to Florida to be near her 
parents who had returned from Africa. She loved 
her time there spending time with family, friends 
and being active in several churches along the Gulf 
Coast.

She said she would never move back to Oklahoma. 
However, God laughed and she had recently 
moved in with her son in Weatherford, OK. Her 
last few weeks were filled with the noise of her 
six grandchildren and surrounded by family who 
loved her.

LeAnn is survived by her son, Jonathan and wife 
Mitzi; mother, Beverly; grandchildren, David, 
Mikayla, Lakken, Alexander, Leah, and Brayden; 
as well as a brother, Harmon and sister, Pam.

She is preceded in death by her father, Harmon 
III and husband Geron.

LeAnn Steen
D a r r e l l  “ D i c k ” 

Richard Powell, 76, was 
born on April 20, 1949, 
in Mangum, Oklahoma, 
to Darrell Powell and 
Mar y Janet  Gateley.  
He pa ssed  away  on 
December 18, 2025, in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma, 
after spending his final 
days in Hydro, Oklahoma.

Though born to his parents, he was lovingly raised 
by his paternal grandparents, Elward and Verda 
Powell, who played a significant role in shaping the 
man he became.

Dick resided for many years in Oklahoma City 
but carried with him a love for people that made 
anywhere feel like home.

More than anything else, Dick loved his friends 
and family. He never met a stranger and had a rare 
gift for making friends wherever he went. Whether 
with lifelong companions or someone he had just 
met.

He cherished time spent with family and friends 
and took every opportunity to be surrounded 
by those he loved. Dick found joy in the simple 
pleasures of life—sitting outside soaking up the 
sunshine, enjoying a good conversation, and 
watching ballgames on television. A devoted sports 
fan, he especially loved cheering on the Oklahoma 
City Thunder.

Dick was a proud father to five daughters and 
one son. He was preceded in death by his eldest 
daughter, Julie Powell.

He is survived by his one son, McKenzie Powell 
and wife Presley Powell; and daughters, Tiffany 
Murray and husband Jordan Murray, Ashley 
Williams and husband Justin Williams; and 
Courtney Graybill and husband Trey Graybill.

Dick is also survived by his beloved grand-
children—15 in total—each of whom brought him 
immense pride and joy.

Dick will be remembered for his warm heart, his 
friendly spirit, and his genuine love for others. His 
presence will be deeply missed by all who knew 
him, but his kindness and the memories he created 
will live on forever.

Services for Dick will be held at a later date. 

Dick Powell
Craig Flynn Pruitt was 

born June 19, 1968, in 
Hobart, OK, to Harold 
Albert and Elva Marie 
(Flynn) Pruitt. 

At seven years old, 
Craig made a profession 
of faith and was baptized 
at First Baptist Church 
in Hobart. As a child, 
he was a member of the Royal Ambassadors and 
an eager participant in church and community 
activities.

Craig attended Hobart Public Schools, where he was 
a proud Bearcat. He excelled in athletics, participating 
in football, basketball, wrestling, and track, as well as 
serving actively in FFA. He was a member of the 1986 
State Champion track team and was honored as the 
Senior Athlete of the Year upon graduating from Hobart 
High School in 1986. Craig earned his bachelor’s degree 
from SWOSU. He began his teaching and coaching 
career in Lone Wolf, where he also taught children to 
swim. During that time, he proudly helped two visually 
impaired boys learn not only to swim, but to bravely jump 
from the diving board—an early example of his natural 
gift for teaching and encouragement.

Craig’s coaching journey took him to Hinton, 
Anadarko, and back to Hinton again. He served as 
Defensive Coordinator in Anadarko for more than a 
decade and coached numerous sports throughout his long 
and dedicated career. In 2000, he coached the Hinton 
girls to a Class A State Track Championship and was 
voted Girls Track Coach of the Year. Over the years, he 
coached or was associated with six state championships.

Craig had a God-given talent for recognizing strengths 
and potential in young athletes. Even with the youngest 
children, he instinctively saw where they might excel—
on the field, on the track, or in life. He was always willing 
to mentor other coaches, offer encouragement, and share 
his wisdom. His influence stretches across generations 
of athletes, colleagues, and friends who benefited from 
his leadership and heart.

Craig is survived by his mother, Elva Pruitt of Hobart; 
his girlfriend, Stacey Gray of Norman; and his three 
children: Chelsea Ragap and fiancé Wesley Dickson, 
Bryce Pruitt and wife Kaitlyn, and Cameryn Pruitt and 
girlfriend Savannah Williams, all of Weatherford; four 
grandchildren: Rylyn, Stevie, Briah, and Wyatt; aunt 
and uncle, Penny and Glenda Atkinson of Mangum, 
Oklahoma, and a host of friends and extended family.

Craig Pruitt

It is with very heavy 
hearts that we announce 
t he  pa s s i ng  of  G a r y 
D e a n  Sm i t h .  L ov i ng 
husband, devoted father, 
and amazing grandpa. 
Gary went to be with 
his heavenly family on 
December 12, 2025.

Gary was born just north 
of Weatherford on August 16, 1947 to Al and Violet 
Smith. The youngest of five, he lived and worked 
on the family farm while also hunting, fishing, and 
spending time with cousins and his extremely large 
extended family.

They would later move into town where he 
attended Weatherford Public Schools until his high 
school graduation in 1965. Growing up, he learned 
a tremendous work ethic that would serve him and 
everyone he knew his whole life. That work ethic 
and toughness flowed from him to everyone that he 
worked with and later taught.

He worked various jobs growing up around 
Weatherford. He worked on many farms over the 
years. He talked about his time picking watermelons 
and moving irrigation equipment in the summers. 
He would later work at his aunt and uncle's Route 
66 cafe, The Caravan, when he was older. In junior 
high and high school, he played football and made 
many lifelong friends that he would keep for years. 
It was in high school that he took carpentry classes 
under Mr. A.L. Lee. His love of carpentry and of 
construction came from those classes, along with 
working with his uncle Arvest Smith, and later for 
Lawrence Vogt.

After graduating High School, Gary joined the 
National Guard and started attending SWOSU while 
continuing to work in construction. He would meet 
his wife, Linda Franklin in 1967 and they would 
later be married at the Pleasant Valley church, 
south of Hydro, on September 6, 1968. They would 
live in Weatherford for several years while they 
both pursued degrees from the college. They grew 
into each others families and Linda's came to view 
Gary as a son who gave time and help to anyone 
that needed it.

He finished his Trades and Industries degree in 
1970 and they would later move to Ft. Defiance, 
Arizona in 1972. There, he taught high school 
construction while coaching Jr. High football and 
track and field. He enjoyed watching his students 
learn and interacting with the Navajo tribe where 
he and Linda taught.

While in Arizona, they would have their first son, 
Trevor, who was born in 1974.

Gary and Linda moved back to Oklahoma in 1976, 
to Ft. Cobb, where he taught construction at the 
local vo-tech. This would lead to a 31 year career 
of teaching trades at the high school level. In 1976, 
he was offered the Trades and Industry job of his 
old teacher in Weatherford. In 1977, Gary finished 
his Master of Vocational Education from Oklahoma 
State University and moved to Weatherford. In his 
first year of teaching, his class built the house where 
they live on Magnolia St. in 1978. They were blessed 
with a second son Tyler in January of 1979.

Like most educators, Gary had to work extra jobs 
during the summers, and this led to him creating 
his business of Key Pools around 1981. Over the 
years, he built many pools, fences, or other projects 
over the summers. He would build this into a family 
business where they still continue to build and 
service pools up to present day. He loved working 
beside his children.

Gary and his T&I class build a house every year 
for close to 25 years. He taught countless students 
the trades of carpentry, concrete, and cabinet 
building. Everything needed to build and finish 
a house. He loved being able to give students the 
chance to learn a trade and to learn the skills that 
would help them later in life.

He made sure they understood what kind of 
work was involved in becoming a professional. 
Even though the students sometimes would make 
mistakes, he would show them how to correct them 
and learn from the experience. He often said that the 
only people who don't make mistakes are the ones 
who don't do anything. Many students over the years 
went on to build their own businesses and careers, 
and many in Weatherford and Oklahoma can trace 
their success to him and that class.

There were lots of class projects where work 
was done for the school or City of Weatherford. 
One year, Gary and his students built all of the 
cabinets for the new Burcham Elementary. Other 
years, they built the original visitors' bleachers at 
the high school football field and remodeled the 
administration building.

Later classes built the Scout and Rotary Hut in 
Weatherford and finished work on the building that 
would become the Heartland of America Museum. 
After the tornado hit Cordell in 2001, his classes 
helped by patching windows and roofs in the area.

Gary retired from teaching in 2008 and would 
later go on to serve on the board of the Western 
Technology Center from 2013 to 2022.

Gary loved to help people whenever he could. 
He helped countless people with their new homes, 
and many family and friends with getting into and 
advancing careers in the trades. He loved to cook, 
especially on his grill.

His end of school cookouts were events that many 
looked forward to and were a highlight and a reward 
for a year of the hard work that had been put in. He 
loved to cook for his family and help feed others 
in hard times and times of need. Over the years, he 
also volunteered and worked on many projects for 
the school and city.

He was president of the high school's quarterback 
club several times, and he served on the board and 
advisor for Weatherford's Habitat for Humanity who 
built their first house in 1993. He coached many 
little league teams throughout the years for his sons 
and their friends.

Over the last several years, Gary has continued 
to work. He has maintained his love of OU football 
and Thunder Basketball through the good and bad 
times. He loved going to the OU games and was able 
to attend several bowl games throughout the years. 
In March of 2000, He and Linda were blessed by 
twin granddaughters Teagan and Savannah from 
son Tyler and daughter in law, Kendra. He has spent 
most of his energy the last five years on showing 
them how much they are loved. He loved them more 
than the world.

Everyone who met Gary knew he was special. 
Whether it was through hard work or generosity. 
He rarely said a bad word and was proud of his 
sons, many nephews and nieces that have gone on 
to have careers and families of their own. If you 
worked with him or were just around him, he made 
lives better. His loss will be felt a long time, and his 
memory will be celebrated for many years.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Al and 
Violet Smith; his sister, Dorothy Weast and her two 
daughters, Sharon and Barbara; his sister Juanita 
Randolf, her husband Junior, and their daughter 
June; his brother James; his son-in-law Todd; His 
father in law Dude Franklin; and his mother in law 
Elnor Franklin. 

Cherishing his legacy, Gary leaves behind his 
wife of 57 years, Linda, his son Trevor of Stillwater, 
son and daughter-in-law Tyler and Kendra Smith, 
and granddaughters Teagan and Savannah Smith 
of Oklahoma City.

He is also survived by his brother Dewayne; sister 
in laws Judy, Shirley, Nita, Charlette, Tammie, and 
their families; as well as many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.

Gary Smith

https://www.lockstonefuneralhome.com
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Internet Phone Television

www.XStreamServices.com

Wireless Internet Only
Service Areas:

Weatherford, Oney, Anadarko, Gracemont, 
Ft. Cobb, Crows Roost, South Calumet

204 W MAIN
HINTON, OK

Fiber/DSL & Wireless Internet 
Service Areas:

Hinton, Lookeba, Eakly, Colony, Hydro,
Binger & Cedar Lake

405.542.3262

On December 17, 2025, 
Elk City Regional Business 

Airpor t ,  in par tnership with the Oklahoma 
Department of Aerospace and Aeronautics (ODAA), 
formally honored the completion of a substantial 
infrastructure upgrade during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for its new terminal, hangar, and 
associated support infrastructure.

The overall project included four phases and 
featured the replacement of the airport’s outdated 
terminal, constructed in the 1960s, the addition of 
15,000 square feet of new state-of-the-art hangar 
space designed to accommodate jet traffic and 
essential to improving operational efficiency, a new 
taxilane to support the previously reference hangar 
and open up additional lots for private hangar 
development, and utility improvement to support 
both the new terminal and new hangar area. Elk 
City emerged as one of the early adopters to commit 
to a new terminal and hangar as part of a broader 
statewide initiative to modernize airport facilities 
and install pro-growth aviation infrastructure 
within the Oklahoma Airport System.

The total investment for the Elk City Municipal 
Airport was just over $6.4 million, encompassing 
all four projects.

The state contributed $3.1 million, with the FAA 
supporting $770,000 and the balance of just over 
$2.5 million coming from the city. Upgrades at the 
airport are intended to help spur aviation industry 
development while also providing a welcoming front 
door for air travelers arriving to western Oklahoma 
via the Elk City Airport.

“Thanks to the strategic vision and foresight of 
the Oklahoma Legislature and state leadership, 
who have consistently supported essential airport 
improvements and initiatives aimed at fostering 
growth in aviation infrastructure across the state, 
we are witnessing the realization of modernized 
facilities and site ready development opportunities,” 

stated Grayson Ardies, Executive Director of 
the Oklahoma Department of Aerospace and 
Aeronautics. “The new terminal upgrades outdated 
infrastructure, and we are confident that it will 
attract and better serve an increased volume of 
pilots and businesses, thereby reestablishing Elk 
City as the aviation gateway to western Oklahoma 
and beyond.”

The project was enabled through a collaborative 
funding effort involving the Oklahoma Department 
of Aerospace and Aeronautics, the City of Elk City, 
and the Federal Aviation Administration.

“The opening of our new airpor t terminal 
marks a transformative moment for Elk City. This 
project, made possible through a strong partnership 
with the Oklahoma Department of Aerospace 
and Aeronautics, is more than an investment in 
infrastructure—it’s an investment in our future. 
The terminal will enhance connectivity, attract new 
businesses, and create opportunities that strengthen 
our local economy. 

Elk City is committed to growth and innovation, 
and this terminal positions our community as a 
gateway to progress for generations to come,” said 
Micah Kilhoffer, Mayor of Elk City.

These enhancements are administered through the 
ODAA’s five-year Airport Construction Program 
(ACP). This program is executed in cooperation 
with the FAA and airport sponsors to develop and 
maintain a robust statewide airport system that 
supports Oklahoma’s business, transportation, and 
commerce sectors.

The Oklahoma Aviation & Aerospace Industry 
generates $44B in annual economic activity, making 
it the second-largest economic engine in our state. 
Aviation & Aerospace supports 206,000 direct and 
indirect jobs totaling an $11.7B payroll.

Additional information regarding the ACP is 
available in the airports section of the ODAA 
website at oklahoma.gov/aerospace.

Sandra Shelton
OK Aerospace Director

Teresa Kilhoffer / WM
Elk City Mayor Micah Kilhoffer (left) and City Manager Tom Ivester (right) introduced the 
public to Oklahoma’s newest airport terminal, which will replace a 1960s-era hangar in 
Elk City.

Elk City Airport Celebrates Newly Constructed 
$6.4M Aviation Gateway in Western Oklahoma

mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Weather%20Spot
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http://workreadyoklahoma.com
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWSSponsored by:

CLINTON / CHIEF RUSSELL - Current Clinton 
Fire Chief Brett Russell says he plans to retire in 
early 2026.  Chief Russell says he has enjoyed his 
time with the Clinton Fire Department.  “I love our 
department.  I love the guys, I love the atmosphere, 
I like small town departments,” Russel said of the 
Clinton Fire Department.  “We're probably the best 
trained that I think that the Clinton Fire Department's 
been in my career, as far as being prepared.”  Russell 
has served as Fire Chief in Clinton for nearly 8 years.  
The official last day for Chief Russell is January 31st.
—————————————————————
CUSTER COUNTY / SALES TAX - Custer 
County Commissioner Lyle Miller recently shared 
an update on county sales tax revenue.  “I think 
we're going to be above where we were the last 
several years,” explained Miller.  “It is very fluid, 
up and down, which is interesting to me, what 
makes those differences.  But overall, we're going 
to average well above where we were, which is 
wonderful for all parts of the government that can 
get a sales tax.”  Miller added that commissioners 
are also keeping an eye on sales taxes set to expire 
in the coming years, saying long term planning will 
be important as the county evaluates future needs.
—————————————————————
WEATHER FOR D / BOND ELECTION - 
Weatherford Schools Superintendent Mark Harmon 
says he's grateful to the board of education for 
voting to move forward with a February bond 
election aimed at funding construction of a new high 
school.  “This process started three years ago with 
the purchase of that land for the specific purpose 
of building and constructing a new high school 
complex, [which] the voters approved years ago.” 
said Harmon.  “This started going back last spring, 
ensuring facilities and looking at floor plans and 
basically bringing that architect into the room and 
him listening to what we thought we needed with 
the construction of this new high school complex.”  
Harmon added the decision to pursue a new high 
school stems from growth in the district, noting 
there is hardly enough room for students in the 
hallways. He says if voters approve the bond, the 
current high school building would be converted to 
the middle school.

ELK CITY / MURLEY - Prior to the most recent 
Elk City commission meeting, the Elk City Police 
Department recognized District II District Attorney's 
office Investigator Mike Murley as the recipient of 
the 2025 Elk City Police Department Support Award.  
Investigator Murley has demonstrated continued and 
dedicated service to the Elk City Police Department 
and the citizens of Elk City.  
—————————————————————
SWOSU / LOVELL RESIGNATION - The 
Regional University System of Oklahoma Board 
of Regents has announced that Dr. Diana Lovell 
has submitted her resignation as president of 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University effective 
December 31st.  Russo and SWOSU recognized Dr. 
Lovell’s service to the university, which notably 
included securing $15 million in American Rescue 
Plan Act funding appropriated by the Oklahoma State 
Legislature for the new Hodge Pharmacy building.  
In a letter to SWOSU’s students, Dr. Lovell says she 
truly loved serving Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University and will miss this community greatly.  
Russo will announce the next steps regarding interim 
leadership in the coming weeks.
—————————————————————
WEATHER FOR D /  POR K APALOOZA - 
Porkapalooza returns to Weatherford in 2026 
The event will be held on Friday, April 17th, and 
Saturday, April 18th.  “We're super excited to 
bring it back.  We have talked to Coach Rice at 
SWOSU and we will be doing it in conjunction 
with the SWOSU Football Spring game that 
Friday night,” expressed Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Kim Silman.  “We'll have live 
entertainment, the People's Choice cook-off, and 
then we'll do our sauce and bean jackpot.  And then 
on Saturday, the BBQ masters will be getting theirs 
ready for the judges.”
—————————————————————
CLINTON / REH DESIGNATION - With Clinton 
Regional Hospital getting a Rural Emergency 
Hospital designation, Mayor David Berrong says 
the hospital will be getting a monthly installment of 
funding beginning in 2026.  However, the hospital 
will no longer have inpatient services as part of the 
designation.

Want to share a birthday?Want to share a birthday?
EmailEmail a.shook@wright.media a.shook@wright.media
to announce it here forto announce it here for FREE! FREE!

Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of 
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group 
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes for Dec. 24 - Marquez Borjas, Patrick Bostwick, Dorothy Burns, Zachery House, Kaitlin Kimble, 
Lucielle Ralston, David Richmond, Hannah Sperle; Dec. 25 - Teresa Andrews, Pat Barnett, Steve Bellew, Brady Coffelt, 
Ronda Harmon, Jake Ivy, David Martin, Michael Mendez, Hank Peter, Linda Pye, Mary Stelting; Dec. 26 - Kenny Bragg, Nick Davis, 
Curtis Duff, Ruben Garlin, McKayla Goodwin, Michelle Williams, Carl Wilson; Dec. 27 - Erno Cook, Abby Ewing, Gabe Ferrell, 
Lee Hamilton, Mark McClure,  Chad Meinhardt, Fay Schwartz, Matt Wisdom; Dec. 28th - Kayla Albert, Beth Bendure, Debbie Dehn, 
Pam Garrison, Mark Mapel, Margaret Meek, Marylou Mejia, Debbie Mosburg, Tracy Murray, Craig Price, Ginger Reed, Kaila Royalty, 
Hannah Sandoval, Lexi Sheperd, Kaye Sodders, Garla Wisdom, Josephine Whiteskunk; Dec. 29th - Darrell Coit,  Westyn England, 
Bayley Forbes, Randy Goucher, Garret Graybill, Logan Guthrie, Nicole Horn, Shawn Lindsey,  Ruth Mogg, Lars Sittingbear, 
Triniti Sparks, Tiara Tripp, John Yelloweagle; Dec. 30th - Karen Bragg, Carlos Diaz,  Kim Hicks, Danny Lenaburg, John Nutry, 
Charlotte Perry, Sharon Snider, Charlene Tanner, Randy Wynn.

Jena Skarda / WOCS
WOCS Clinton Campus Students of the Month for November are 
Kolbyn Sappenfield of Cordell, representing grades 3rd - 6th, and 
Abigail Funk of Clinton, representing grades Pre-K through 2nd.

Jena Skarda / WOCS
WOCS Hinton Campus Student of the Month for November is 
Newly Smith of Hydro.

Jena Skarda / WOCS
WOCS Weatherford Campus Students of the Month for November 
are Chamberlain Boles of Fort Cobb, for Pre-K - 2nd, and Felicia 
Garner of Weatherford, representing grades 3rd - 6th.

Jena Skarda / WOCS
WOCS Elk City Campus Student of the Month for November is 
Nora West of Elk City.

Western Oklahoma Christian School Students of the Month for November
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Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence lines 
cleared. 580-774-9718

Tautfest Rental Properties -  
I Buy Mineral Rights! Contact 
580-772-7000.

Pecan Cracking - Able to crack 
multiple sizes. Three machines. 
$.90 per pound. Your pecans 
will be cracked and screened 
to remove most of the shell. 
580-819-3331.

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

For Rent - 2 bedroom, brick 
home in Weatherford. 580-772-
4253.

38-Year Weatherford Business! 
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours! 
Positions Available: Service 
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry, 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

Blue Bass Pro Boat - Pick 
up at Mike’s Pickup Auto in 
Weatherford. 125HP Mercury 
Engine. 580-887-3349.

ARE White/Pearl Hard Topper 
For F150 pickup, fits 2009-2014,  
5 1/2 ft. bed, like brand new. $700 
cash. 405-638-0466.

2004 4x4 Trailblazer - $2,000. 
2003 2WD Trailblazer - $3,000. 
405-639-9667.

1998 Southern Mobile Home -  
3 br, 2 ba. Singlewide, All Electric. 
Comes with clean green title. 
Central heat and air needs 
replacing. Carpenter Special 
Fixer-Upper; $5,500 cash OBO. 
580-330-1437.

Rail dune buggy frame - 924 
Porsche - good engine. $400 OR 
will trade for Volkswagen. Call 
405-639-9667.

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444. 
Call for pricing.

30ft travel trailer - Great tires, 
clean title. One slide-out. $400. 
405-639-9667.

2002 Monterey 180 Edge - 
181/2 ft. Volvo Penta Engine. 4.3 
Chevy. 190 HP. $7000. 580-
819-2047

300 Honda Trax 4x4 - Will trade. 
405-639-9667.

2000 Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K 
miles. $16,000. 405-638-1773.

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking to 
Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Motorguide - Wireless W75 54" 
Freshwater Bow-Mount Trolling 
Motor. New in box. Wireless foot 
pedal for steering. 918-415-4236.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-772-7997.

2 0 11  H o n d a  S h a d o w  - 
Windshield, Foot Board, and 
Saddle Bags included. Low miles. 
$4,000. 505-635-1865.

Old Fashion Antique Wardrobe 
Real wood, excellent condition. 
5'4" tall. Shelves on the left, 
hang ups in the middle. $150. 
580-613-0108.
 
8-Drawer Dresser - In good 
condition. 3ft tall, 1'8ft deep, and 
4'11" wide. $75. 580-613-0108.

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300. 
Rolling Top Desk - $200. 
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000. 

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak 
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table 
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and 
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call 
580-772-4297.

Gold Gym Treadmill - Excellent 
condition. $300. NO PHONE 
CALLS. Text 580-340-3501

Adjustable Elder Walker -  $20. 
580-613-0108.

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

Coleman Powermate 5500 - 
running bolts electric generator. 
$425. (770) 722-0609.

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45; 
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108 

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat 
back has horseshoes. $75 for 
both. 580-890-0004.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown, 
comes with console and drink 
holder. 580-330-0225.

Baby Walker - Bounces, comes 
with mobile and music. $35. Call 
580-613-0108.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

C H R I S T M A S  S P E C I A L !  
93" Smart TV - Mitsubishi. $250. 
580-772-7997 or 580-774-5771. 

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage 
- $50. Please call 580-774-4000. 

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Large Copper Skillet - $35. Call 
580-613-0108.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Good Coffee Table - Pictures 
available. $25. 580-613-0108.

Composite Double Kitchen 
Sink - $75. 580-772-5541.

92pc. China Set - Serves 12. 
$100. 580-309-4045.

Couch + 2 Manual Recliners 
$500 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

5 Riding Mowers - $700. Call 
405-639-9667.

Sportsman Generators - $150 
for all three. 405-639-9667. 

30 Gallon Electric Tank Sprayer 
- Comes with 3 ft. boom. $100. 
580-772-5541. 

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders, 
post hole diggers, golf cart, 
kerosene stove, heaters, tires, 
folding chairs, hand tools, work 
bench, mower. 405-246-8952. 

8N Ford Tractor -  Good 
condition. $1,500. Call me at 
580-729-0001.

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

(3) Dixon Lawnmowers - $300 
for all three. 405-639-9667.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Toy Shorkies - Available Dec. 
12, 2025. Males and Females, 
shots, wormed, hypoallergenic 
near Weatherford. $400/each 
580-302-1291

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good 
home. Would make good farm 
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Large Metal Birdcage - $50. 5-6 
ft tall. 580-613-0108 

Jack Russell Puppies - wormed, 
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253. 

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and 
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312. 

Anatolian/Great Pyranees/
Hound Puppies - Born May 2. 
Good livestock guard dog and 
companion. Pictures available. 
$50 each. 580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian 
shepherd, male. Standard female 
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini 
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

Young Rooster - Born June 25, 
2025. $25. 580-613-0108

Belt Buckles - $20 each. Call 
405-545-3028.

Barn Tin - $10/sheet. Contact 
405-639-9667. 

Large Thimble Collection - $50. 
405-545-3028.

Looking for business partner 
for Grocery Store. 405-639-9667.

Two (2) Classic Beanie Babies - 
$50 per box. 405-545-3028.

Exercise Bike - $20. Please call 
580-890-9442.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
For your business! Has games 
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and 
more. Asking for 50/50 split on 
profits. 580-890-0004.

C H R I S T M A S  S P E C I A L ! 
Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$750. 580-772-7997. 

Retired Painter Selling Painting 
+ Sand Blasting Equipment - 
Ladders, planks, swing stage, etc. 
580-890-9442. 

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps. 
New in box. $75 each. Call  
580-772-7997.

Chicken Eggs For Sale - 
222 W Nebraska, Thomas, OK. 
580-673-2016.
House for Rent - Hinton, OK. 
405-545-0815

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.
Assorted Materials - Aluminum, 
Iron, 2x4s, Plywood, and Plastic 
Palettes. 580-890-0053 for pricing 

BioForce 1.7 Home Exerciser - 
$200. 580-309-4045.

Mens Black SAS Lace-Ups 
Brand new slippers. Size 10 1/2. 
Retail near $200. $50/pair. 
580-772-2300. 

Teeter Inversion Table  - 
New. Illness prevents my use. 
Paid $300, asking $150. Call 
918-415-4236. Weatherford.

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 each. 
580-772-7997.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

Instruments! - 4pc. beginners 
drum set, $100. (2) Harmony 
Guitars and Peavey Amp, $500. 
405-639-9667

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call 
580-799-7834. 

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 
choice or take all for $1 each. Call 
580-890-9442.

Doors, Never Used - 32" general 
purpose outside door. 36" glass 
storm door. 580-774-0843.

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Wil l  Trade Shotgun for 
Handgun - 405-426-0461.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call 
or text 580-890-0053. 

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100. 

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444.

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located at 
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

December 1st-13th

Velveeta, 32oz. (All Varieties) $7.79 Hass Avocados $0.99 each
Betty Crocker Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 4 for $5.00 Red or Green Seedless Grapes, 2lbs. $5.00 
Progresso Soups (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Yellow Onions $.39 lb.
Crav'n Snack Crackers (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 U.S. # 1 Russet Potatoes, 5 lb. Bag $1.99 
Crav'n Fudge Cookies (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Limes 4 for $1.00
Old Orchard Juices, 64 oz. (All Varieties) $2.49 Red Grapefruit $0.89 each
Food Club Chicken Noodle Soup 2 for $1.00 Cluster Tomatoes $1.79 lb. 
Hawaiian Punch, 128oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00
Crisco Oil =, 40oz. $3.98 
Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. $2.98 Banquet Pot Pies 5 for $5.00
Food Club Microwave Popcorn, 3 count (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 Blue Bunny Ice Cream, 48oz. 2 for $7.00
On-The-Border Tortilla Chips $3.29 Totinos Pizza Rolls, 50 count 2 for $10.00
Food Club Hot Chocolate Mix, 8 count $1.79 Food Club Whipped Topping, 8oz. $0.99 
Food Club Pie Fillings (Asst. Varieties) 2 for $6.00 Crav'n Fruit Pies (All Varieties) $5.99 
Libby's Vegetables (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Bush Blackeye Peas, 15.8oz. 2 for $3.00
Bush Beans (Asst. Varieties) 4 for $5.00
Food Club Diced Tomatoes & Chilis, 10oz. (All Varieties) $0.99 Boneless New York Strip Steak $13.59 lb.
Crav'n Salsa Con Queso, 15oz. $2.79 Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops $2.99 lb. 

Pork Spare Ribs $2.99 lb.
Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 lb.
Bone- In Pork Steak $3.89 lb.

Yoplait Yogurt, 4-6oz. (All Varieties) 3 for $2.00 Fricks Ham Steaks $5.19 lb.
Food Club Sour Cream, 16oz. $1.99 Opas Smoked Sausage, 16oz. (All Varieties) $6.59
Kraft Philadelphia Cream Cheese, 8oz. 2 for $5.00
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits or Crescent Rolls 2 for $5.00
Food Club Butter (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 Viva Towels, 6 roll $11.49 
Food Club Heavy Whipping Cream, 32oz. $5.99 Angel Soft Bath Tissue, 16 roll $13.99 
Food Club Dip, 12oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Chinet Dinner Napkins, 40 count $2.29 

                                                                                                                                           Fresh Salad Bar: Mon - Sat 10am-2pm!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354
December 15th-January 3rd

Food Club Sugar, 4 lb. bag $2.99 Green Asparagus $2.99 lb.
Pillsbury Cake Mixes (All Varieties) 3 for $5.00 Oranges $0.99 lb.
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce, 14oz. (All Varieties) $2.29 U.S. # 1 Russet Potatoes, 10 lb. Bag $2.99 
Food Club Beef or Chicken Broth, 32oz. 2 for $3.00 Mandarins, 2 lb. bag $3.99 
Stove Top Stuffing (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 Red Seedless Grapes $2.99 lb. 
Kings Hawaiian Rolls, 12oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 U.S. # 1 Sweet Potatoes $0.39 lb. 
Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix, 8.5oz. $0.79 Golden Pineapple $2.99 each
Food Club Blackeye Peas, 15.5oz. $0.79 
Gold Medal Flour, 5 lb. bag $3.29 
Folgers Coffee, 9.6oz. $6.99 Marie Callendar Cream Pies (All Varieties) $5.98
Campbells Chunky Soup, 18.6-19oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 Stouffers Party Size Lasagna or Enchiladas $15.99
Nabisco Snack Crackers (All Varieties) $4.89 Rosina Meatballs, 26oz. $6.99 
Food Club Potato Chips (All Varieties) 2 for $4.00 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream, 4 qt. pail $5.99 
Betty Crocker Supreme Brownie Mix, 16.5oz. $2.99 Food Club Whipped Topping $0.99 
Food Club Brown or Powdered Sugar, 2 lb. bag 2 for $4.00
Food Club Baking Chips (All Varieties) 2 for $6.00
Food Club Corn or Rice Squares, 12oz. 2 for $3.00
Crav'n Torilla Chips, 30oz. $3.99 Boneless Ribeye Steak $19.99 lb.
Food Club Diced Tomatoes & Green Chilis, 10oz. $0.99 Trimmed Beef Brisket $5.99 lb. 

Baby Back Ribs $3.99 lb. 
Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast $2.89 lb. 
Pilgrims Pride Boneless Chicken Breast $2.99 lb.

Food Club Cream Cheese, 8oz. Box 2 for $3.00 Fricks Ham Portions Shank End/Large End $2.99/$3.19 lb.
Food Club Biscuits, 8 count 3 for $5.00 Opas Jalapeno and Cheddar Summer Sausage, 16oz. $6.99
Food Club Sour Cream, 16oz. $1.98
Food Club Butter , 16oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00
Food Club Cottage Cheese, 24oz. $2.98 Simply Done Paper Towels, 6 roll $8.99 
Deans Dip, 12-16oz. (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 Simply Done Ultra Paper Plates, 44 count $3.99 
Plains Egg Nog, qt. $2.99 Angel Soft Bath Tissue, 16 roll $13.99 

                                                                                                                                           Fresh Salad Bar: Mon - Sat 10am-2pm!

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354

REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

ANIMALS AND PETS

HELP WANTED!

FURNITURE/APPLIANCES

Call
580-772-5939

to run your
Classified Ad

Today!

mailto:sales%40westokweekly.com?subject=Classifieds
http://www.wwmanufacturing.com
http://www.wwmanufacturing.com
http://fumcmethodistok.org
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STATEMENT OF 
NONDISCRIMINATION

Hinton Telephone Co., Inc., is the recipient 
of Federal financial assistance from 

the Rural Electrification Administration, 
an agency of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions 
of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, as amended, Section 504, of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as 

amended, and the rules and regulations 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

which provide that no person in the United 
States on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age or handicap shall be excluded 
from participation In admission, or access 

to deny the benefits of, or otherwise be 
subjected to discrimination under any of 
this organization's programs or activities.

The person responsible for coordinating 
this organization's nondiscrimination 
compliance efforts is Jason Doughty 

(MANAGER). Any individual, or specific 
class or- individuals, who feels that 

this organization has subjected them 
to discrimination may obtain further 
information about the statutes and 

regulations listed above from Jason 
Doughty and or file a written complaint with 

this organization; or the Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 20250; or the Administrator, Rural 

Electrification Administration, Washington, 
D.C. 20250. Complaints must be filed within 
180 days after the alleged discrimination. 
Confidentiality will be maintained to the 

extent possible.

Hinton Telephone Company

Mrs. Blair’s Hinton Pre-K “Letters to Santa”
Dear Santa, My name is Cristian and I live in 

Hinton, Oklahoma. My sister says I’ve been good 
and I think I’ve been good this year.  I want some 
Paw Patrol toys and a toy Santa. Have you made 
your list to check yet? I will leave you some chips. 

Cristian Alejos

Dear Santa, My name is Braelyn and I am 4 years 
old. I’ve been very good this year. I want a toy car, 
the kind I can drive. I also would like an electric 
scooter, a doll and a toy box to put my toys in, and 
flowers in a flower pot. My sister Brighton has been 
good this year too. How are the reindeer? Are they 
ready to go on Christmas? I will leave you some 
milk and cookies.

Braelyn Brooks

Dear Santa, My name is Oliver and I live in 
Hinton, Oklahoma. I think I have been good this 
year. I want a toy trailer that I can play with and 
some toy cars and trucks. I will leave some cookies 
for you. 

Oliver Caballero

Dear Santa, My name is Trynity. I love how you 
act and I love you. I have been really good this year 
but I sometimes be mean to my brothers because 
they are mean to me. I want a mermaid tail for me 
so I can swim with it and a spider pet that is nice 
in a box that is clear. I will leave the reindeer some 
food right outside of my house and I will leave you 
some cookies and milk. My mom will help me make 
the cookies. 

Trinity Callahan 

Dear Santa, My name is Memphis and I live in 
Hinton, Oklahoma.  I’ve been a little good and a 
little tiny bad. I would love to get a blue dirt bike, 
a little one and an electric motorcycle, a red one. 
I also would like a blue Christmas tree for me and 
sissy’s room with a cute little deer that lights up for 
our room so we won’t be scared at night. How are 
the reindeer? I will be sure and leave you cookies 
and milk and I will leave the reindeer some carrots 
and milk outside.

Memphis Craighead

Dear Santa, My name is Caelyn and I live in 
Hinton, Oklahoma. I have been kinda good this year. 
I would love a Barbie house and some Barbie clothes 
for my Barbies. Have you checked your list? I will 
leave you some Chocolate chip cookies and milk. 

Caelyn Herbert De La Cruz

Dear Santa, My name is Erick and I live in Hinton, 
Oklahoma.  I have been good this year. I would 
like to have a Lego dinosaur, Toy Story toys, and 
some Paw Patrol toys.  Santa, are you ready for 
Christmas? I will leave you some pizza and a Coke.

Erick Lazo Funez

Dear Santa, My name is Avonlea and I am 6 years 
old.  I have been good this year.  This year I would 
like to have some Cocomelon toys, Bluey toys and 
a toy school bus.  I will leave you some fruit snacks 
and apple juice.

Avonlea Gilliland

Dear Santa, My name is Piper and I have been 
good this year. I really want a real camera this year 
so I can take pictures. My mom wants me to get 
my own camera so I won’t take so many pictures 
on her phone. I also would like a comfy sweatshirt 
and sweatpants with spiderman on them. Santa, do 
you have your lists done? We make cookies for you 
so I will leave some cookies and milk out for you.

Piper Golabowski

Dear Santa, My name is Lily and I am 4 years 
old and live in Cedar Lake in a yellow house with a 
deck. I have been really good this year. I would love 
a Barbie and a Barbie car that I can put her in and 
some Barbie clothes for her. How are the reindeer? 
I will leave you some candy and a Dr. Pepper.

Lily Hathaway

Dear Santa, My name is Naomi and I am 4 years 
old and I live in Hinton, Oklahoma. I’ve been good 
this year. I want a really big turkey and a cook. I 
would also like a big slide to slide down. I would 
like a big doll, a Barbie and a soccer ball. I wanted 
to tell you I have a boyfriend. I will leave you some 
flowers and Coke and chicken nuggets.

Naomi Jones

Dear Santa, My name Scout and I live by Brady 
and Kaci’s house in Hinton, Oklahoma. I have been 
good this year and just a little bit (tiny bit) bad not 
enough to not get presents though. I want make-up 
for Christmas and some toys. I would like you to 
bring my mom some polish. She likes nail polish. 
I am going to have orange juice and Sprite for me 
and I will leave you some candycanes.

Scout Nulik

Dear Santa, My name is Ford and I have been 
good this year. I help my mom with cleaning. I want 
a speed car like a police car, one that I can drive. 
My brothers are sometimes mean to me and are 
sometimes nice. They will be on both the naughty 
and nice list. Baker's football has frost on it. I will 
leave you out a chocolate milk and a Dr. Pepper.

Ford Nulik

Dear Santa, My name is Cooper and I live in Hinton, 
Oklahoma. I have been good this year. I would like 
some farm animals that I can play with. Like a black 
bull with horns, some cows and calves. Please get me 
some farm animals. I will leave you a note.

Cooper Skipworth

Dear Santa, My name is Sam and I live in Hinton, 
Oklahoma.  I’ve been quite good this year. What I 
would like most this year is a 4-wheeler and KeKe the 
elf and a monster truck and a fish suit.  I want to tell 
you I love you and I will leave you a present and a note.

Sam Smith

Dear Santa, My name is La’Vayah and I am 4 years 
old. I’ve been good this year. I would love to have a big 
playhouse, a little doll and a big pink ball. I would also 
like some Play-Doh, slime and sand. I want to give you 
some cookies, juice and milk so I promise to leave them 
out. I’m also going to bring some to big school to share.

La’Vayah Vann

mailto:c.graybill%40wright.media?subject=WestOK%20Sales%20Position
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A s  C h r i s t m a s  1917 
approached, thousands of 

Oklahomans were in uniform for America’s first year 
in World War I, training in camps at home or serving 
overseas. In these chilly winter camps on the plains of 
Oklahoma, and later in muddy trenches abroad, these 
young soldiers wrote eagerly to family and friends. 
Newspapers eagerly printed their letters – at least for 
a time – so communities back home could hear their 
voices. 

For example, in mid-December 1917 The Black 
Dispatch reported a letter from Corporal (soon 
Sergeant) Otis Scuggs at Camp Sherman, Ohio. 
Scuggs worried about his comrades: “hundreds of 
the Oklahoma boys were suffering from frozen ears, 
hands and feet,” he wrote, and many officers were 
even debating whether to move the camp southward to 
avoid the cold. Like most soldiers, Scuggs longed for 
home. He told his mother to make sure he continued 
to receive The Black Dispatch, and noted ruefully, “all 
of the boys would like to get home for Xmas”.

As the holidays neared, many Oklahomans had 
heard that letters were finally arriving from their loved 
ones overseas. In small-town newspapers across the 
state, other editors shared excerpts of these letters as 
a kind of collective Christmas card. A letter printed in 
the Claremore Progress on December 13 illustrated the 
mood. Private Charley Church, serving with the Tulsa 
Ambulance Company in France, described the grim 
reality of life in war-torn Europe. He told his editor 
that “France was all right but the good old U.S.A. is for 
me after the war,” noting how “almost every woman 
one meets on the street is dressed in mourning” for 
lost fathers or brothers. The rainy season in France 
had drenched the battlefields since September, and 
Church lamented that he “has seen the sun but one 
time since he arrived.” Still, his letter carried a touch 
of humor and hope: he reported that all the boys were 
well and happy, despite some enduring seasickness on 
the crossing. In closing he quipped, “Uncle Sam sure 
has got some bond,” and added cheerily, “Tell all of 
the folks hello”.

These letters brought a piece of the front line back 
to their families’ dinner tables. In churches, schools, 
and newspapers, readers pored over every word.

The war bond drives and Red Cross campaigns 
mentioned in the letters reminded families that their 
boys were not alone. Private Charley Church’s letter 
even pressed Red Cross membership when he described 
France’s needs: the Claremore Progress printed appeals 
urging Oklahomans to join the “spirit of loyalty” by 
signing up for the Christmas Red Cross drive. Back 
home, YMCA stations and carnivals stocked “Soldier 
Christmas boxes,” and churches held special services and 
toy drives in the boys’ honor. Everywhere, people hoped 
to hear more from the camps and battlefields.

But the government soon reined in the press. By 
mid-December officials worried that published letters 
might reveal sensitive information. One Claremore 
article noted that “the government has asked that the 
practice of publishing letters from soldiers and sailors be 
discontinued,” stating that from that point “no more such 
letters will be printed”. In other words, these January 
letters to the editor would be the last glimpse families 
would read in print for many months. Private Charley 
Church and Sergeant Scuggs would still be writing 
home, but their words now went only to loved ones, not 
the whole town.

Even as the letters in newspapers dried up, thousands 
of Oklahomans quietly filled mailbags with hopes and 
prayers. Service members on both sides of the state 
line – white, black, Native American – all faced similar 
conditions: freezing winter drills in camp, muddy 
summer maneuvers, and dangerous crossings of the 
Atlantic. At Fort Sill and Camp Doniphan in Oklahoma, 
recruits learned to use rifles and first aid; in Europe they 
encountered battle and the Red Cross.

Back in Oklahoma, life went on as those first wartime 
Christmases passed. Families treasured postcards and 
letters written in scrawling cursive, even as public 
mentions ceased. Local newspapers continued to carry 
news of Oklahoma’s “own boys,” noting promotions, 
decorations, or times when they marched in New York 
parades after the Armistice. But nothing quite compared 
to those first letters of December 1917. Letters that had 
given everyone a human face to the conflict. They showed 
that in makeshift tents under foreign stars or within the 
chilly guardhouses of winter camps, Oklahoma soldiers 
were just young neighbors, sons, and brothers – alike in 
their longing for home.

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Many Christmas-es have come 
and gone for this old gal. Like the 
one when I was a very small child. 

The 1930s was a depressing time, 
for various reasons, and the only 
thing under our small Christmas 
trees on Christmas Morning was a 
doll. Now a new doll, but the doll I 
already had, but with beautiful new 

clothes and a new bonnet trimmed in lace. I think 
I took it well, but it was probably a real heartbreak 
for my wonderful mother.

In the early 1950s, I was a high schooler in a 
small Oklahoma town. The biggest event was 
the all school gathering at Christmas. The High 
school gym was crowded. We sang Christmas 
carols and everyone received a sack with an 
orange, apple, a few nuts like pecans or walnuts, 
and of course some hard candy. I loved it. I loved 
singing Christmas carols I was with my friends. 
I was a happy girl.

Fast forward to 1961, in a small Baptist Church. 
My son, who was born on November 27th, 1961, 

was nestled in the arms of the lady playing Mary, 
he being the new baby Jesus. His six year old sister 
was dressed like an angel and I was singing in the 
choir. On the front pew sat my mother with my 
four year old son, just in case the acting “Baby 
Jesus” needed attention.

In 2002, the Clampets went skiing! Well, it 
wasn’t exactly the Clampets, but close. The 
McKinney/McCollough clan went skiing, and no, 
I did not sit on top of the car in a rocking chair 
like granny. In lieu of gifts, we took a trip to Red 
River, New Mexico. A caravan held the precious 
cargo of two elders, eight adults, two teenagers, 
and two nine year olds. Oh yes, and two dogs. 
Now, we travel with food. We allow ourselves one 
night out to a restaurant, cost and caous you know.

We had such a wonderful time, so many laughs 
and great memories. We never did that again. 
Now the thought of it makes want to settle into 
my recliner with my blanket and Sugar, my little 
dog. I’ve highlighted three Christmases in this 
article, but that doesn’t mean I haven’t had many 
more “Merry Christmases.”

This year, I’m wishing everyone a wonderful 
Christmas. Remember the reason for the season. 
Make good memories.

You might look up one day and you’re 92 years 
old, remembering Christmas’ past. These are good 
memory for me to recall.

CHRISTMAS 
MEMORIES

Column by Maxine McCullough

Provided by National Institutes of Health (NIH)
This wounded Choctaw soldier has spent three months in Auteuil, France. The surgeon and 
nurse are tending him at a tent hospital put up and supported by the Red Cross.

Oklahoma History: WWI Christmas Letters
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The Bulldogs picked up 
their first conference win of 

the season after a complete 40-minute performance to 
defeat Southeastern in Durant, 74-62. SWOSU will enter 
the break 4-7 overall and 1-4 in conference play. They 
will return to action on January 3 inside the PEC to host 
ECU, the first of three straight home matchups.

Entering the game, Southeastern was the top three-
point shooting team in the GAC, averaging 9.1 makes 
per game. The Dawgs held the Savage Storm to just 3-16 
from beyond the arc, marking both the fewest makes and 
lowest percentage of the season at 18.8%. On the other 
end, the Bulldogs shot 12-26 from deep, their second most 
makes of the year and their highest total and percentage 
against an NCAA opponent at 46.2%.

Ty Frierson scored his most points in a game since the 
season opener against Newman, finishing with 19 points, 
including 15 in the first half to spark the Bulldog offense. 
He shot 6-8 from the field while knocking down three 
three-point shots. Kayden Carter added 10 points in the 
opening half on 4-5 shooting.

The game stayed within five points on either side 
through the first 10 minutes before the Dawgs created 
some separation late in the half to take an 11-point lead 
into the break.

In the second half, SWOSU never allowed Southeastern 
to gain momentum, holding at least an eight-point lead 
throughout the final 20 minutes and controlling the 
tempo. Over nearly every possession in the final five 
minutes, the Bulldog offense worked the shot clock under 
five seconds to maximize each trip, closing out their first 
conference win of the season, 74-62.

Kray Rogers (12 points), Tucker Shepherd (11), and 
Frierson (19) each recorded three three-point makes on 
the day, while Spencer Musgrove added two from deep.
Nate Reherman, Musgrove, and Rogers each grabbed a 
team-high six rebounds, while Frierson dished out six 
assists.

As a team, the Bulldogs' 50.9% shooting from the 
field marked their highest percentage against an NCAA 
opponent this season, while holding Southeastern to just 
37.3%, a season low for the Storm.

Complete Performance Lifts Men’s Basketball 
Past Southeastern for SWOSU’s First GAC Win

Jared Steward
SWOSU Graduate Asst.

After starting slow, SWOSU 
Women's Basketball became 

untouchable en route to a 75-59 win over Southeastern 
in the final game of 2025 on Thursday night, scoring a 
season-high 75 points in the process. 

The Lady Dawgs found themselves down big in the 
opening half after being unable to make a shot from 
the field until 1:22 remained in the first quarter, scoring 
just six points in the frame. This allowed Southeastern 
to build a 23-6 lead early in the second quarter before 
SWOSU held the Storm scoreless for more than five 
minutes and went on a 13-0 run to get back into the game. 
The Lady Dawgs cut the lead to just four at one point 
and went into halftime trailing 31-25. The Lady Bulldogs 
started the game just 1-17 from the field.

SWOSU shot just 20.7% from the field compared to 
the Storm's 44%. Payten Conde led the scoring effort 
with 11 points, going 3-5 from beyond the arc for the 
Lady Bulldogs' only three-point makes of the game. As a 
team, SWOSU went a perfect 10-10 from the free-throw 
line after shooting just 4-13 in the previous game against 
SNU. Every bit of the game shifted in the third quarter 
as the Lady Dawgs won the frame 33-6, both the most 
points the Lady Dawgs have scored in a single quarter 
and tied for the fewest they have allowed.

SWOSU shot 10-13 in the 10 minutes of action while 
going 9-10 from the line, and held the Storm to just 2-20 
shooting, with both makes coming from beyond the arc 
for their only points. Kasidy Russell had a season-high 
20 points through just three quarters of play, scoring 14 
in the third alone to more than double up Southeastern.

SWOSU, after trailing by as many as 17 points, built a 
lead to 22. After the Lady Dawgs fell behind 23-6, they 
went on a 55-16 run over the next two quarters.

The Lady Dawgs shot 43.1% from the field while 
posting season highs in three-point makes (9) and free-
throw makes (22), both coming on their best efficiency 
of the year at 50% from beyond the arc and 84.6% from 
the free-throw line.

Four players scored in double figures for just the second 
time this season, with three setting new season highs. 
Russell led the way with 24 points on 9-14 shooting. 
Lacy Brough added 16 points, going a perfect 3-3 from 
deep, while Conde chipped in 15 points and grabbed a 
team-high eight rebounds. Landry Allen scored 10 and 
continued her defensive dominance with five blocks, her 
sixth game of the season with at least four.

The win moves SWOSU to 4-6 on the year and 2-3 
in GAC play. Action now pauses for the holiday break 
and will resume January 3 at home against East Central. 

Jared Steward
SWOSU Graduate Asst.

Ladies Capture First Conference Road Win
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