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Weatherford girls recently took home first place at the Weatherford Classic basketball tournament beating 
Tuttle 62-50 for the championship trophy. 

Register now for the 
Y’s Chili Day 5K

The Great Plains Family YMCA’s annual Chili Day 5K 
is set for January 25th. Day-of registration will be from 8 
AM -9 AM. Registration is $30 for YMCA members and 
$35 for non-members. 
Those that register before January 17th will have hoodies 

included in their race day package. Other participants will 
receive a race day prize. 
The race will be broken up into age divisions with 

awards given to the 1st and 2nd place of each age group. 
Additionally, there will be an overall award for the overall 
1st male and female. 
Chili will be served after the race, and free childcare will 

be available during the competion. 
Come join the Great Plains Family YMCA as they kick 

off the new year with their Chili Day 5K!

Chase Wright
Staff Writer
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(See Obits, page 3)

Memorial services for Sheila 
Carleen Triplett, 64 year-old 
Weatherford resident, were 
held Saturday, January 11, 
2020, 10:00 A.M. in “The 
Chapel” of Lockstone Funeral 
Home.
Sheila was born July 24, 

1955, in Weatherford to 
Charles Robert and Roberta 
Mae (Keller) Triplett and passed away Saturday, January 
4, 2020, at OU Medical Center in Oklahoma City.  Sheila 
was raised and attended school in Weatherford, graduating 
from Weatherford High School in 1973.  Sheila attended 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University for two years 
in the art program.  She worked at Clinton Hospital and 
later Weatherford Regional Hospital, and retired in 2017.  
Sheila enjoyed painting, charcoal drawing, calligraphy and 
spending time with family and friends.  In lieu of flowers 
memorials may be made to a charity of your choice.
Sheila is survived by two brothers: Darius Triplett of 

Oklahoma City and Carlos Triplett and wife Teri of 
Weatherford; two aunts: Loretta Marshall of Hydro and 
Marcella Keller of Weatherford; and a host of cousins.  She 
was preceded in death by her parents.

Myra Deann Crandall-Smith

Mildred Pearl Kustaz

Wanda D. Gelnar

Myra Deann Crandall-Smith passed from this life January 
1, 2020 at the age of 55 years and 6 months.  Myra was 
born to her parents Ralph and Dianne (Hall) Merrifield 
July 1, 1964.
Myra graduated Sayre High School in 1984.  She then 

attended South Western University, Sayre Campus for 2 
years.  Myra was a lover of the outdoors.  She enjoyed 
riding horses, fishing and hunting.  You could also find her 
wrapped up in a good book at times.  She was dearly loved 
and will be missed greatly.
Myra is survived by her sister:  Robin and husband Walter 

Mayfield of the home; 2 nieces:  Traci and husband Michael 
Williamson of Elk City, OK, Betty Jean Mayfield and 
boyfriend, Jason Vale of Sayre, OK; 4 great nieces and 
nephews:  Liam Mayfield, Joshua Woodworth, Jr., Eva 
Blagg, Terri Williamson; close friends:  Lisa and Lee Rhea 
of Weatherford, OK, Ashley Rhea of Weatherford, OK; as 
well as a host of longtime friends and neighbors.
Myra is preceded in death by her stepfather:  William (Bill) 

Robinson; mother:  Dianne Robinson; grandfather:  Dewitt 
Hall; grandmother:  Geraldine Hall; 1st husband:  Phillip 
Crandall; 2nd husband: Larry Smith.
Funeral Service; Wednesday January 8, 2020, 10:00 AM.  

Rose Chapel, Sayre 906 N. 4th Sayre, OK 73662.

Mildred Pearl Kustaz, 74, of Hammon, Oklahoma 
was born on January 30, 1945 in Butler, Oklahoma. 
She is the daughter of Harold Louis and Viola Jewel 
(Byfield) Neff. She passed away on Monday, January 6, 
2020 at Roger Mills Memorial Hospital in Cheyenne, 
Oklahoma with her loving family by her side. 
Mildred graduated from Merritt High School with 
the Class of 1963. Mildred deeply loved her dogs Izzy 
Dawn, Troubles, and Squirt. In her free time, she 
enjoyed watching game shows but, most importantly, 
she enjoyed spending time with her loved ones. 

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, 
January 10, 2020 at the First Baptist Church 
in Hammon, Oklahoma. Rev. Scott Showers will 
officiate. Services have been entrusted to the care of 
Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in Elk City, Oklahoma. 
Cherishing her memory is her sister, Della Houser of 
Sentinel, Oklahoma; nieces and nephews, Belton Neff; Joe 
Dean Neff; Diana Dillon; William “Benny” Cole; Pauline 
Royce Cottrill; James Royce; and numerous great nieces, 
great nephews, great great nieces and great great nephews. 
She is preceded in death by her parents, Harold and 
Viola Neff; two sisters, Stella Cole; Barbara Ellen 
Royce; three brothers, Delmer Lee Neff; Harold 
Louis Neff Jr.; and Delbert Eugene Clemmons. 
Memor ials can be made to char ity of your 
choice  i n  ca re  of  Ma r t i n -D ugge r  Fu ne r a l 
Home, P.O. Box 707, Elk City, Oklahoma 73648. 
Online condolences can be sent to the family by using the 
online guest book at www.martin-duggerfuneralhome.com. 
she enjoyed spending time with her loved ones.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, January 
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Rev. Scott Showers will officiate. Services have been 
entrusted to the care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in 
Elk City, Oklahoma.
Cherishing her memory is her sister, Della Houser of 

Sentinel, Oklahoma; nieces and nephews, Belton Neff; Joe 
Dean Neff; Diana Dillon; William “Benny” Cole; Pauline 
Royce Cottrill; James Royce; and numerous great nieces, 
great nephews, great great nieces and great great nephews.
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Wanda D. Gelnar of Mangum, Oklahoma passed away 
on January 3, 2020 in Mangum, Oklahoma. Darlene was 
born January 22, 1942 to Raymond W Splawn and Esta I 
(Ware) Splawn in Mangum, Oklahoma. She graduated from 
Central Vue High School in 1960. She married Edward R. 
Gelnar on February 4, 1961 in Mangum, Oklahoma. She 
worked at Greer Downs, Dr. James MacRobert's dental 
office, Medical Center Pharmacy, Bratton Drug, and the 
Greer County Election Board until 2004 upon retirement. 
She was also the Secretary for the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church for many years. She was also known for being a 
wonderful seamstress. She did alterations for many people, 
sewed dresses for weddings and was awarded multiple times 
at a local, county, and state level for her exceptional sewing. 
She also had a love for photography and baking. She as a 
member of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Mangum. 
She enjoyed camping, and especially spending time 
with her grandchildren. She attended countless football, 
basketball, and baseball games and all other activities her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren were involved in.  
Darlene is preceded in death by her husband Ed, her parents, 
a sister Kaye Strain, and a great grandson Kole David Gelnar. 
She is survived by one son Junior Gelnar and wife 
Susan of Mangum, one daughter Stephanie Yocham 
and husband Calvin of Mangum; grandchildren: Wesley 
Gelnar and wife Ashley of Mangum, Jacob Gelnar 
and wife MaKenna of Mangum, Brandie Wilson and 
husband T.J. of Lone Wolf, Tennessee Yocham of Blair, 
Teri Yocham and fiancé Ross Lard of Newcastle, Tyler 
Yocham of Blair, and Amber Harrison of Oklahoma 
City. She is also survived by great grandchildren: Kash, 
Kross, McKinleigh, Bentlee, Taytum, D.J., Gracie, Doven, 
Tinzlynn, Avery, Paxton, Asher, Triston, Ryan, and Colton. 
Funeral: 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, January 7, 2020 Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church Mangum, Oklahoma.  Burial: Roselawn 
Cemetery Mangum, Oklahoma.  Services are under 
the direction of Ray & Martha's Funeral Home, Hobart, 
Oklahoma.

Mr. Raymond Lee Robson passed from this life on January 
3, 2020 at the age of 82 years.  Raymond was born October 
25, 1937 to his parents Othal James and Flora Ella (Feland) 
Robson in Dill City, Oklahoma.
Raymond grew up in Dill City and then joined the United 

States Navy. He served our county faithfully for over 2 years 
as an aircraft mechanic.  He was employed as a machine 
operator with Columbia Carbon Chemicals in Kansas. 
Raymond was a true outdoors man.  He enjoyed camping, 
fishing, and  hunting. He especially loved old western 
movies and listening to classic western music.  Raymond 
was a longtime member of the Second and Adams Church 
of Christ.
Raymond is survived by his 1 son: Jim and wife Maria 

Ramirez Robson of New Mexico; 2 daughters: Debra 
and husband Jerry Guerrero of Garden City, Kansas, and 
Annette Robson of Elk City, OK; 6 grandchildren; 9 great 
grandchildren; as well as a host of longtime friends and 
neighbors.
Raymond is preceded in death by his parents; 2 brothers; 

1 sister, and his ex-wife.
Funeral Services, Friday January 10, 2020, 10:00 AM.  

Whinery Funeral Service 403 W. Country Club Elk City, 
OK 73644. Graveside Services, Friday January 10, 2020 
11:00 AM.  Fairlawn Cemetery 1607 N. Washington Elk 
City, OK 73644.

Raymond Lee Robson

Frederick Thomas Marshall
Frederick (Tom, Tommy, Papa, Poppy, and PaPaw), 

Thomas Marshall was born August 31, 1936, at his family's 
home in Porum, OK to Frank and Bytha (Norton) Marshall.  
He lost his 2-year battle with a rare lung disease, Idiopathies 
Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF) at his home near Elk City, OK.  
Tom had a long and dedicated career in the oil patch and 

started driving a truck for Flynn, Welch, Yates at the age of 
12 years old.  At the age of 16 years old he went to work for 
a pulling unit then proceeded to quit high school at the age 
of 17 years old to work full-time.  In 1962 work took him to 
Perryton, TX where he stopped into a cafe and met a pretty 
waitress by the name of Prentiss Gail Whaley who turned 
out to be the love of his life. They married and moved to 
Raceland, LA and had their eldest son, Lloyd (Wes) Wesley 
Marshall soon after.  In 1965 Hurricane Betsy forced them to 
move to the Ft. Stockton/Odessa, TX area where he became 
employed by Rowan Drilling as a tool pusher.  Around 1970 
he was transferred to Oklahoma to drill several deep wells 
in the Sayre area.  He then went to work for Continental 
Drilling out of Tyler, TX as the operations Manager for the 
Elk City, OK branch until the oil bust forced it's closing.  
Tom and Gail had their youngest son, Thomas (T.W.) Wesley 
Marshall while living in Elk City, OK.  Lastly, Tom went to 
work for Apache Corporation as the drilling superintendent 
for just shy of 25 years until his retirement in 2008 after 
a severe stroke.  He was a pioneer in the oil field and has 
many accolades from his successes.  He knew an Oil Rig 
and its workings from top to bottom.  Tom was a very 
hardworking intelligent man with an unwavering ethical 
standard.  He was a family centered man who built his life 
around his career and devoted every spare moment to his 
family or watching a good football game, especially if his 
beloved team, the Dallas Cowboys.  Even when work took 
him away for long hours and days, he checked in with his 
family daily and you could set your watch to his phone calls.  
Above all he was the sweetest man you could ever come 
across and always treated others with respect and kindness.  
He is greatly loved and will be greatly missed.  
He was preceded in death by his wife: Prentiss (Gail); 

parents:  Frank and Bytha; 1 half-brother:  Jim; 3 half-sisters:  
Evelyn, Maxine, and Linda; 1 stepbrother:  Sunny, and 1 
stepsister:  Sue. 
He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law:  Wes 

and Sonja Marshall; granddaughter:  Tasha Marshall; 
honorary granddaughter:  Jaryn Rainey;  granddaughter:  
Krystal Milkeraitis and her husband:  Wes; great 
-granddaughter:  Wrigley, and great-grandson:  Soldier; 
son and daughter-in-law:  T.W. and wife Kellie Marshall; 
granddaughters:  Camryn and Casady Marshall; half-
brother, Mike Mossburg, and half-sister, Donna Bochman, 
and a host of other relatives and friends.
Funeral services will be held 2:00 PM, Thursday, January 

9, 2020 at Elk City United Methodist Church with Pastor 
Scott Rodgers officiating.  Interment will follow at Canute 
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Obits
Continued from Page 2 Lila Ann (White) Reemts

Wilma Ruth (Billie) Schoonover

Cemetery.  
Visitation will be held Tuesday, January 7, and Wednesday, 

January 8, 2020 from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM at Whinery 
Funeral Service, Elk City. In lieu of flowers the family 
suggests donations be made to the Elk City United 
Methodist Church. Online guestbook and condolences are 
available at www.whinerfs.com.  Services are under the 
care and direction of Whinery Funeral Service.

Lila Ann (White) Reemts was born September 30, 1940 
in Sioux Falls, SD to Maurice and Violet (Hovland) White.  
She left this earthly world on January 4, 2020 and was 
welcomed home by many. 
Lila attended schools in Sioux Falls, SD graduating in 

1958.  She married Harold Reemts on October 4, 1958 
in Rock Rapids, Iowa.  They made their home in Rock 
Rapids until moving to Enid, OK.  Lila was a waitress and 
cook most of her working years.  She loved meeting and 
visiting with new people.  Lila was always interested in 
medicine and in her later life became a CNA until injured 
on the job.   Lila was also an avid seamstress and put 
many yards of material through her machine.  She enjoyed 
making matching clothes for her family and sewed for her 
grandchildren.  She took on many challenging projects over 
the years including wedding dresses, a christening gown for 
her oldest granddaughter and a Santa suit that still lives on.  
Lila and Harold later parted ways but remained friends for 
their family’s sake until her death.  Lila became a resident 
of Hensley’s Nursing home in 2016 and quickly became a 
favorite of the staff and residents.  She had a quick wit and 
humor loved by all. Lila was baptized into the Baptist church 
in Sayre in 2017 and remained a member till her death.  
Lila was preceded in death by her parents:  Maurice and 

Violet White: 1 sister:  Shirley White, 1 brother:  Ronald 
White.                                                                                                                           
She is survived by 1 sister:  Peggy Simmons of Casper, 

WY; 3 children:  Michelle Richmond and spouse David of 
Sayre, OK, Roy Reemts and Spouse Rachel of Chattanooga, 
OK and Marlis Vermilion and spouse David of Bowie 
Maryland,  ex-husband: Harold Reemts, 5 grandchildren:  
Crystal Mckinney, Jon and Bridget Reemts, Lillie and Ryan 
Fulton, Jameson Vermilion and Leah Richmond.  There are 
also 12 great grandchildren, several nieces and nephews as 
well as a host of beloved friends and caretakers.                                                                                                                                     
Funeral services will be held 11:00 AM, Saturday, January 

11, 2020 at First Baptist Church of Sayre with Pastor Peter 
Parker officiating.  Interment will follow at Sayre-Doxey 
Cemetery.  Visitation will be held 9:00 – 8:00 PM Thursday, 
January 9, 2020 and January 10, 2020 at Rose Chapel, Sayre. 
Online guestbook and condolences are available at www.
whineryfs.com .  Services are under the direction of Rose 
Chapel, Sayre.

Wilma Ruth (Billie) Schoonover Marable, 94, of 
Elk City, Oklahoma, passed away on Friday, 
January 3, 2020, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.                                                                                          
Born April 11, 1925, in Eloy, Arizona, she was the daughter 
of the late Oscar Miles Schoonover and Wilma Walker 
Schoonover. Raised in sunny southern California during 
the great depression, Billie started playing the violin at age 
4 and music and the fine arts became a major part in her 
life. Billie dropped out of high school to join the war effort 
about 1942 and found employment welding liberty ships in 
the shipyards of Long Beach, CA. This is where she met the 
tall, lanky blond Okie. As Billie often said, “I chased him 
until he caught me!” That dimpled 18 year old Okie taught 
young Billie to weld, occasionally finding it necessary for 
his arms to encircle her shoulders, helping her hold the 
materials properly. They married March 15, 1944, and 
together Bois and Billie added four children before deciding 
their family was complete. Billie was quite the lady. Mother, 
sister, wife, auntie, grandmother. This is what she wanted 
to be remembered for. But she was so much more. A real 
“Rosie the Riveter,” an accomplished musician and artist, 
she enjoyed sewing, quilting, china painting, and knitting. 
Billie went to night school in Clinton, OK to get the high 
school diploma she eschewed as a teenager, taking young 
Dane with her. She started her higher education late in life, 
obtaining bachelor’s, master’s, and was a dissertation short 
of her PhD when she realized at 62 that she had other things 
she wanted to do. It was time to retire, slow down a bit. HA! 
After retirement she really got going! She joined the China 
painting ladies in many of the Western OK communities, 
state organizations, and even Los Angeles while she cared 
for her father where one of her dolls took the “Best of Show” 
award. She eventually became the President of The World 
China Painters Guild. Billie embarked on the technology 
trail somewhere around age 65 or 66, and, of course, took 
that to the max too. Eventually, she learned to digitize 
artwork so she could embroider them on one of her fancy 
embroidery machines.                   
She was preceded in death by her husband of 60 years, 

William Bois Marable, her parents, one beloved brother, 
Oscar (Bud) Schoonover, and one son-in-law, Larry Pickens.   
She is survived by her children, sons Bois (Dane) 

Marable and wife Judith of Oklahoma City, OK; and 
Buzzy Marable and wife Joye of Oklahoma City, OK. 
Daughters Beckey Smith and husband Mike of Cheyenne, 
OK; and Ruth Pickens of Thomas, OK; 8 grandsons 
Aaron, Andrew, Jonathan, John, Kelly, Cole, and Jacob; 
1 granddaughter Micah Ruth; and 6 great grandchildren 
Sydney, Maryn, Laren,  Jaggar, Jax, and Elliott.                                                                                                                                 
Funeral services will be held 2:00 PM, Friday, January 10, 
2020 at Elk City First Christian Church with Rev. Danny 
Ringer officiating. Visitation will be held Thursday, January 
9, 2020 from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM at Whinery Funeral 
Service.

Evelyn Mabel McKinsey, 94, of Elk City, Oklahoma 
but she liked the name “Grandma” the best. Evelyn 
was born on October 20, 1925 in Sayre, Oklahoma. She 
is the daughter of William Lloyd and Ruth Catherine 
(Huffman) Hall. She passed away on Thursday, 
January 9, 2020 at Bell Avenue Nursing Home in Elk 
City, Oklahoma with her loving family by her side. 
Evelyn married her best friend Raymond June 8, 
1940. She accepted Christ in 1951 at Westside Baptist 
Mission and baptized at First Baptist Church in Sayre. 
She was an excellent seamstress, sewing everything from 
baby doll clothes to wedding dresses, working in her garden, 
but most of all she loved spending time with her family and 
teaching her grandchildren and great grandchildren to sew. 
Cherishing her memory is her daughter, Lois Fish and Mike 
Boyle of Elk City, Oklahoma; grandchildren, DeeDray 
Gray and Roger of Camargo, Oklahoma, Rodney Fish 
and Chantel of Elk City, Oklahoma; great grandchildren, 
Matthew Fish and wife, Shannon of Elk City, Oklahoma, 
Dustin Gray and wife, Fallon of Camargo, Oklahoma, 
Barrett Gray and wife Caity of Elk City, Oklahoma, 
Payton Fish and Tiffany of Elk City, Oklahoma, Weston 
Fish and Emiley of Elk City, Oklahoma, Braxton Fish of 
Elk City, Oklahoma; great-great grandchildren, Valora 
Fish, Kelton Fish, Kaydence Gray, J.T. Gray, Karley 
Gray, Evelyn Gray, Alison Fish, Maggie Gray; one sister, 
Vesta Lee Todd; and a host of other friends and relatives. 
She is preceded in death by her husband, Raymond; her 
parents, William and Ruth Hall; and her seven siblings. 

Evelyn Mabel McKinsey

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
January 14, 2020 at the Martin-Dugger Funeral Home 
Chapel in Elk City, Oklahoma. Rev. Danny Ringer will 
officiate. Interment will be at Sayre-Doxey Cemetery, in 
Sayre, Oklahoma. Services have been entrusted to the care 
of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in Elk City, Oklahoma. 
Memorials can be made to charity of your choice in care 
of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home, P.O. Box 707, Elk City, 
Oklahoma 73648.  Online condolences can be sent to the 
family by using the online guest book at www.martin-
duggerfuneralhome.com.
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More Than 1 Million Pounds of Protein Repacked for 
Oklahomans Living with Hunger
The Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma recently 

celebrated the millionth pound of protein repackaged 
and distributed through its Protein Packaging Center.
The Protein Packaging Center, which began operation in 

2016, takes donated bulk protein (like chicken and pork) 
and repackages it into family-friendly sizes. The protein 
is then distributed to the Regional Food Bank's network 
of community-based partner agencies in 53 counties in 
central and western Oklahoma.
"Protein is one of the most requested items from our 

neighbors living with hunger," said Katie Fitzgerald, chief 
executive officer of the Regional Food Bank.  "We are so 
grateful to the generosity of our donors and community 
partners who helped make this milestone possible."
The Regional Food Bank was the first food bank in 

the country to have an on-site USDA-certified facility 
capable of handling large quantities of donated meat 
products. The Protein Packaging Center has enabled the 
Regional Food Bank to increase the amount of protein 
it provides for the one in six Oklahomans living with 
hunger.
"We are so proud of the hard work and innovation by 

Regional Food Bank employees to make the Protein 
Packaging Center a reality," said Fitzgerald. “The 
millionth pound milestone would not have been possible 
without the dedicated volunteers who work alongside 
the staff.”
Volunteers are integral to the success of the Protein 

Packaging Center and are needed to help repackage 
protein products Tuesday through Friday at the Regional 
Food Bank. Both morning and afternoon volunteer shifts 
are available. Visit rfbo.org/volunteer to help provide this 
important source of nutrition to those living with food 
insecurity in Oklahoma.

The Slippery Slope STEM Camp held at Burcham 
Elementary Jan 2 and 3 was a success. Becki Hubin a 
teacher at Burcham Elementary organized the camp that 
took place over Christmas Break. 
One all day first Grade Camp and two half days for 

Kindergarten & TK1. Both grade levels studied, Physics-
motion & energy, lines-vertical and horizontal, how angles 
of slopes affect speed, and how the weight of the object 
moving down a slope affects speed.
First grade explored slopes and motion with pool noodles, 

legos, yarn balls and then extended their learning through 
marble runs before designing and creating their own 
slippery slope bobsled course that they got to take home.
1st grade Literature was Tacky the Penguin Winter Games 

By Helen Lester.
Kindergarten and TK1 discovered the importance of 

balance and stability exploring vertical and horizontal lines 
at varied heights. They worked together using legos and 
rods measuring with yard sticks varied heights and lengths. 
These children also worked on cutting skills making a spiral 
out of a paper plate and balancing a variety of spheres on 
that curved slope. They explored motion by using their own 
air blowing through a straw to experience how they could 
move a variety of shapes of different size and weight. K-TK1 
Literature was Trouble with Trolls By Jan Brett

Provided
Burcham Elementary recently held a STEM camp over Christmas break for kindergarten and first grade 
students 

STEM camp held at 
Burcham Elementary



Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for 
more information…Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are 
in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875

Happy Birthday Wishes for January 15th - Cherise Musselman, Cheryl Stephens, Jason Daniel, Kaye Black, Martha 
Barber, Ramona Duff, Robert Deela, Rocky Hylton, Shawn Smith, Steven Buckner; January 16th-, Alice Whitetail, 
Anna Tags, Barbara Williams, Cecil Rowland, David Potter, Ester Demetreu, Garrison Mendoza, Joni Johnson, Landon 
Smith, Linda Dimitris, Marybeth Cornell, Yolanda Vasquez, Zoe Jackson; January 17th-, Brodey Davis, Bryan Reed, 
Donna Schwartz, Ella Slagell, Fredona Rose, Haddie Haynes, Jennifer Avey, Jodi Lambert, Nena Trent, Patsy Moseley, 
Stephenie Watson, January 18th- Brianna Etheredge, Chris Cote, Chrisse Warrior, Hal Stambaugh, Juanita Wilburn, 
Rebecca Thomason, Rev. Dennis Robison, Sandy Rothmeyer; January 19th- Amy Haris, Brodey Davis, Candace 
Lanier, Carla Dickey, Charlene Meacham, Darrell Shepherd, Delenna Williams, Faye Trent, Garrett Hoffman, Gracie 
Snow, Jo Klingman, Mary England, Phil Schmidt, Raydon Epp, Roland Chasteen, Ryan Foster; January 20th- Carolyn 
Keeton, Christy Green, Gena Donelson, Kurt Conway, Marie Stelting, Michelle Wolf, Morgan Mayes, Raymond Ford, 
Scott Steinly, Stephanie Schaunaman; January 21st-  Betty Watson, Brent Bellamy, Cassey Green, Daniel Funkhouser, 
Danielle Merchant, Joyce Skipworth, Kelsey Schumacher, Kim King, Macie Steward, Nicole Garcia, Richard Carpenter, 
Steve Gilbert, Tracee McPhearson.

WEEKLY
SHOUTOUTS!

Have  a  b i r thday, 
anniversary or special 

event? Email us at 
sales@westokweekly.

com 
to place it here for 

FREE!

"The Coin Guy"

T h e  U . S .  M i n t  a t 
Philadelphia started making 
coins for the Philippines in 
1903. The coins are known 
as “Centavos and Pesos”. 
The Peso is a large silver 
coin made with the same 
specifications as the U.S. 
silver dollar. As with the 
production of U.S. coins, 
and the ones made for the 
Philippines, some were not 
perfect as errors did occur. 

The above-pictured 1903 
Peso was struck off center by 10 percent. This occurs 
when a blank planchet is miss-fed between the reverse 
and obverse dies because the collar holding the planchet 
is unable to hold it correctly. 

This 1903 Peso was certified by the Numismatic 
Guaranty Corporation (NGC) as About Uncirculated 55 
and sold at auction for $2,640     

Do you have questions about your coin collection but 
didn’t know who to ask? Call The Coin Guy at 580-890-
8076. We can meet at Jerry’s and talk about your concerns. 
Thanks for reading.

Trent Boesen

1903 Silver Peso Error Sells at 
Auction
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Teacher Nominations of Students Being Accepted 
for SAGE-STEAM Summer Camp at SWOSU

Oklahoma seventh grade students have the opportunity 
to experience a science, technology, engineering, arts/
humanities and mathematics (STEAM) camp this 
summer at Southwestern Oklahoma State University in 
Weatherford.Teacher nominations for 50 camp slots are 
now being accepted until January 28.

This is the third year of the Southwest Alliance for Girls’ 
Enrichment in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts/
Humanities and Mathematics (SAGE STEAM) Camp, 
planned June 7-13.

Teachers can find the nomination form and additional 

information at https://www.swosu.edu/academics/sage-
steam-camp/camper-information.aspx

According to Dr. Lisa Appeddu, who is camp director, 
the students do not have to be the top students in their 
grade; instead, the camp is geared toward students—
especially females—who may have limited access to 
STEAM-related activities and may truly benefit from this 
experience.

For additional information, contact SAGE-STEAM 
Camper and Family Coordinator Adina Foust at 
580.774.3105 or sagesteamcamp@gmail.com.

Provided
Weatherford Special Eagles competed at the Special Olympics Winter Games in Oklahoma City January 
10th. These athletes qualified for state at the area competition in El Reno in October.  Pictured back row 
from left is Caleb Depot, John Berman, Kelly Wilson, head coach, Ryan Pigg, Jaxon Cypert, Hailey Hollan, 
and Kim Clayton, assistant coach. Front row from left is Jacob Gwyn, Danican Suderman, and Ty Kaiser.

Portraits for graduating seniors at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University will be taken Thursday and 
Friday, January 30-31, in the Bonny Board Room of the 
Memorial Student Center on the Weatherford campus. 

There is no cost to students for the photo session, but if 
desired, photo sets can be purchased from the photography 
studio. Students must be graduating seniors from fall 2019, 
spring 2020 or summer 2020.

Portraits will be published in the Graduate Record, 
the SWOSU student yearbook that is made available to 
graduating seniors.

Loran Lewis, advisor for the Graduate Record, said 

students are not required to wear formal dress, but they 
should wear appropriate attire with photos being published 
for prosperity in the Graduate Record. The photos can also 
be used for professional and résumé purposes.

Photographers from Lifetouch in Clinton will be 
available from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on January 30 and from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on January 31.

Anyone who is unable to attend the photo shoot may 
also submit a quality photo, preferably with a neutral 
background, by February 21 to the Graduate Record.

For more information, contact Lewis at 580-774-3083 
or loran.lewis@swosu.edu.

SWOSU Senior Portraits Planned January 30-31
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Karly & Macy Gore Join SWOSU Women’s Basketball Program

Head Coach Kelsi Musick has announced that decorated 
high school standouts and NCAA Division I transfers Karly 
and Macy Gore have joined the Lady Bulldog Basketball 
program.
Both players graduated last spring from Seiling High 

School before playing at Oral Roberts during the first 
semester of their freshman season. Due to NCAA transfer 
regulations, they will become eligible to play in games for 
the 2020-21 season.
“It’s great to have such impact players with storied high 

school careers come back home to Western Oklahoma,” 
Musick said of the additions. “They are dynamic players 
who will be a huge asset for our program. Our style of play 
fits them perfectly and I cannot wait to see the legacy they 
leave as Lady Dawgs!”
Karly Gore is a 5-9 guard/forward and she averaged 4.6 

points, 4.5 rebounds and 1.2 assists per game through 10 
games at Oral Roberts this season. In helping her high 
school team to four straight State Championships and 112 
wins, she had career totals of 1,884 points, 961 rebounds, 
342 assists and 457 steals. Karly was twice named the State 
Tournament MVP and she earned All-State selections from 
both The Oklahoman and Tulsa World during her career.
Macy Gore is a 5-7 guard who started the first 10 games 

Doug Self
SWOSU Sports Information Director

Third-Quarter Run Lifts Lady Dawgs Past HSU

of the season for ORU and averaged 5.2 points, 2.7 assists 
and 2.2 rebounds per game for the Golden Eagles. In high 
school, she was a member of four State Championship 
teams at Seiling HS and she finished her prep career with 

a record of 112-5. Macy totaled 1,716 points, 584 rebounds, 
607 assists and 453 steals in high school and was twice 
named the Northwest Oklahoma Player of the Year and 
Great Plains Conference MVP.

The Lady Bulldog Basketball team used a 27-13 scoring 
advantage in the third quarter to turn a two-point halftime 
lead into an insurmountable advantage as they raced past 
Henderson State 84-66 on Saturday afternoon at the Pioneer 
Cellular Event Center.
The teams were tied at 15-all after the first quarter and 

SWOSU had a slight edge of 36-34 at the break before 
the Lady Bulldogs hit 9-23 field goal attempts and four 

Dawgs Downed by Henderson State
 Henderson State opened the second half on a 13-1 run 

and SWOSU was unable to recover as the Reddies defeated 
the Bulldogs 92-74 on Saturday at the Pioneer Cellular 
Event Center.
After trailing by as many as 13 points in the first half, the 

Bulldogs rallied to tie the score twice in the final minutes 
of the half before HSU hit a late three-pointer to lead 47-44 
at the break. The Reddies then broke it open with their run 
early in the second half and held a double-digit advantage 
for the final 17-plus minutes of the game.
Damion Thornton was one rebound away from a 

double-double, totaling 21 points and nine rebounds to 
lead the Bulldogs. Jaylan Williams added 11 points and 
six rebounds while Chris Braggs, Jr., had 10 points, four 
rebounds and four steals.
SWOSU sees their two-game win streak snapped and 

Doug Self
SWOSU Sports Information Director

their record evens back out at 7-7 overall while they move 
to 3-5 in conference play. The Bulldogs are back at home 

on Thursday night to host Northwestern Oklahoma State 
in rivalry action.

three-pointers in the third to extend the lead to 63-47 with 
10 minutes to play. SWOSU held HSU to 3-14 shooting 
in the third and 6-13 in the fourth while not allowing a 
made three-pointer in the second half. The Lady Dawgs, 
conversely, heated up from the outside and knocked down 
7-16 attempts from long range after halftime.
Five different players reached double figures for SWOSU, 

with Taber Beer leading the way by scoring a career-high 20 
points. Maddie Sperle added 15 points and seven rebounds, 
Makyra Tramble had 11 pointsn and Tyra Aska and Taylor 

Hedrick chipped in with 10 points apiece. Maddy North 
also recorded a career-high with nine points in 13 minutes 
of action off the bench.
With the win, SWOSU improves to 11-3 on the year and 6-2 

in Great American Conference play. The Lady Dawgs also 
remain unbeaten at home – moving to 5-0 – while extending 
their home-court winning streak to 37 consecutive games, 
which they'll take into a rivalry matchup with Northwestern 
Oklahoma State on Thursday evening at the Pioneer Cellular 
Event Center.



A C C O U N T I N G - C a r e e r 
Opportunity! Full-Time or Part 
Time! 35 Year Old Company! 
Quickbooks experience 3 
years or more! Accounting 
Job experience 3 years or 
more! Guaranteed Hours! 
Flexible Hours! Long-Term 
Job Opportunity! Pay Range 
$10-$16/hour depending on 
experience! Apply at 609 E. Tom 
Stafford. Weatheford! 

Cartwheel Coins of Custer 
County has silver coins for 
sale. I live in Weatherford. (580) 
890-8076 thisoldcoin@yahoo.
com Trent
 

 AU

13' Toyota Camry LE- 149k 
miles, hail damage, one owner. 
(580) 661-3079

11' Infiniti QX56- sport utility, 
fully loaded, well maintained, no 
accident. (580) 819-2441

For Sale- pick-up bedliner vinyl 
drop in for short-bed. One year 
p;d, fits Chevy Silverado short-
bed. $65. (580) 772-7353

For Sale- (4) 225/60R/16, 
wheels and tires. $290 for set. 
(580) 330-3489

13' Harley Davidson- XL 1200C 
Custom Sportster, low mileagle, 
lots of extra. $5,950 OBO. (580) 
772-8654 or (405) 233-3220

For Sale- Pop-up tent trailer and 
camper. $400 or will trade for a 
deer rifle. (405) 639-9667

For Sale- (2) recliners. $30/each. 
(2) Brass lamps. $25 for the pair. 
(580) 330-3489

For Sale- Acorn brand chair lift, 
good working condition, extends 
up to 15ft. $1,500. (580) 445-
7314

For Sale- 4ft tractor blade. 
$100. Foley belsaw sharp-all 
sharpening machine, like new. 
$100. (580) 302-2496 or (580) 
772-7530

For Sale- Laying hens for sale 
$14/hen. Cage-free eggs, $2/
dozen. (918) 207-2330

For Sale - Sears Table Saw with 
extended table and on wheels.  
Used very little, Excellent 
Condition $175.  Sears Air 
Compressor, 7 1/2 gallon tank 
with hose, Very Good Condition 
$75. Weatherford 580 330 
0160.

For Sale- Troybilt garden tiller 
with 7hp motor, like new. $600. 
8N Ford tractor, good condition. 
$1,500. (580) 729-0001

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS- at 
the Friends For Life Animal 
Society. Kittens, cats, puppies 
and dogs available. You can 
browse adoptable animals at www.
okfflas.org

Free Cats- (4) female cats 
all ages, needs rehomed. All 
spayed. Ask for Kem. (580) 
819-2889

For Sale- BEEF! Natural grass 
fed longhorn beef, 95% lean, no 
hormones, non-GMO. Can sell a 
few pounds or up to a whole beef, 
Fay, Ok, 580-445-8223.

Beef for Sale- natural grass fed 
beef, no hormones or chemicals 
used, no GMO feeds given, 95% 
lean. Can sell 1lb. up to a whole 
beef. First come, first serve. 
(580) 309-0135

Trail Rides by Horseback- 
horses provided, hayrides, 
hayr ide & cookout ,  r id ing 
lessons, lunch/dinner rides, bring 
your horse too and more! Like us 
on Facebook. Old Caldwell Trail 
Stables. 2 mi. SE of Fay, Ok. 
www.oldcaldwelltrail.com.  (580) 
309-0135.

FRESH PEANUTS-  Raw, 
Roasted,  In-shel l ,  Peanut 
Brittle, www.gooberhouse.com. 
Carnegie, 580-654-1175

M i x e d  D r y / S e a s o n e d 
Firewood!  $95/r ick. Self 
Load! $120/rick delivered in 
Weatherford! Call (580) 772-
7665 or (580) 330-2454

Fresh cut Bermuda grass 
hay!! Horse quality! Sprayed/
Heavily fertilized! We load!! $10-$14 
square bales (55lbs)! Weatherford. 
(580) 330-2454

For Sale- Proform Treadmill, 
$100 OBO. (580) 890-9090

For Sale- Port Cable 6,000 watt 

generator electric start, includes 
(4) 5 gallon gas cans. $195. 
(580) 819-1833

For Sale- Cross trainer 56 
proform exercise bike, monitors 
heart, calories, time, speed, and 
distance. $179. (580) 819-1833

For Sale- Custom made Solid 
Oak  Rocking Horse - or - Solid 
Oak Rocking Motorcycle. Must 
see to appreciate. 580-772-
0692

For Sale- Men's clothing, coats, 
pants, shirts, shoes, some new. 
(580) 772-2300

For Sale- Chain-link fence, 
approx. 800ft., (6) gates, all 
cleaned and ready to be set 
back up. asking $1,000. (405) 
545-1145

For Sale- Pick-up toolbox, 
midsize, fair condition. $50. (580) 
302-2496 or (580) 772-7530

For Sale- 30,000 BTU heater. 
$125. (580) 661-3079

For Sale- US Stamp Album. lots 
of old stamps, Thomas OK. $30. 
(580) 890-9442

For Sale- 1,400 sq ft carpet, soft 
green, excellent condition. $700. 
(580) 445-7314

NEED- The Christian store is 
taking donations. Clothes, toys, 
dishes, anything you would like 
to donate. (580) 291-3875

Looking for working push mower 
lawnmower! Vinyl records rock 
and country! (580) 343-2155

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising deadline 
Fridays at 3:00 p.m.

(580) 772-5939 • sales@westokweekly.com

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SRVCS/
PRODUCTS

AUTOMOBILES & AUTO 
MISC.

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

PETS & ANIMALS
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WANTED

RECREATIONAL
 VEHICLES

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES MISC



PUBLIC RECORDS
Arrested

Clifton  Lunsford, 30, 
arrested by Clinton Police 
Department and charged 
with City Warrant, Public 
Intoxication by Drugs, 
Custer County Warrant. 

Robert Cometsevah, 37, 
arrested by Clinton Police 
Department and charged 
w i t h  Bla i ne  Cou nt y 
Warrant, Receiving Stolen 
Credit Card or Debit Card. 

Kiefer Ervin, 25, arrested by 
Clinton Police Department 
and charged with City 
Warrant, Petit Larceny. 

Al lana Sch meh r,  37, 
arrested by Clinton Police 
Department and charged 
with Obstruction, Driving 
under Suspension, No 
Insurance, Altered License 
Plate,  Custer County 
Warrant, Failure to Appear, 
Possession of Controlled 
Dangerous Substance. 

K e n t o v o  H o l c o m b , 
29, arrested by Clinton 
Police Department and 
charged with Possession 
of Marijuana, Possession 
of Controlled Dangerous 
Substance, Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia. 

Sierra Liera Cruz, 22, 
a r r e s t e d  by  Cl i n t on 
Police Department and 

cha rged with  Custe r 
County Warrant, Failure 
to Appear, Possession of 
Controlled Dangerous 
Substance, Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia. 

James Moss, 52, arrested by 
Clinton Police Department 
and charged with Canadian 
County Warrant, Failure to 
Comply on original charge 
of Possession of Controlled 
Dangerous Substance. 

Bryce Tyler Foster, 22, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Canadian
County Warrant.

Derrick Wayne Styles, Jr., 
25, arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with 
Municipal Warrant, Custer 
County Warrant. 

Tyrone La Twayne Elix, 24, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
cha rged with  Custe r 
County Warrant. 

Travis James Tygart, 25, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Driving 
under Influence, Operating 
Motor Vehicle in Unsafe 
Condition. 

Willian Baine Helzer, 50, 

arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
cha rged with  Custe r 
County Warrant. 

Corey Franklin Rowe, 44, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Oklahoma 
County Warrant. 

Deajour Sharod Kelly, 22, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Driving while 
License is Suspended or 
Revoked.

Robert Leon Cagle, 36, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Driving under 
Suspension. 

C r i s  H a w k i n s ,  6 0 , 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Driving 
under Revocation, Driving 
Unsafe Condition.

Kelley Orson, 51, arrested 
by Weatherford Police 
Department and charged 
with Warrant. 

Christopher Allen Morgan, 
47, arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Custer County 
Warrant, Beckham County 
Warrant, Caddo County 
Warrant, Driving under 

Suspension, Improper 
Taillights. 

Raiden William Lackey, 
18, arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
cha rged with  Custe r 
County Warrant, Operating 
Motor Vehicle in Unsafe 
Condition. 

Out on Bond
Tyrone La Twayne Elix, 24, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
cha rged with  Custe r 
County Warrant, Failure 
to Appear, Speeding 1-10 
Over. 

Travis James Tygart, 25, 
arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Driving 
under Influence of Drugs, 
Operating Motor Vehicle 
in Unsafe Condition. 
 
Derrick Wayne Styles, Jr., 
25, arrested by Weatherford 
Police Department and 
charged with Municipal 
Warrant, Custer County 
Warrant. 

Correction
Gerald Dean Crawford 
III, 22, arrested by the 
We a t h e r fo r d  Po l i c e 
Department for a Municipal 
Warrant. 

LOCAL AND 
AREA NEWS
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Weatherford Regional Hospital is pleased to bring 

the first – and only – chemotherapy services to the 

Weatherford community.  

When it comes to your journey with cancer, you deserve 

compassionate and exceptional care, close to home. 

Robert E. Reynolds, MD, along with our excellent team of 

specialists, is here for you every step of the way – from 

your first screening to developing a personalized 

treatment and recovery plan. 

For more information about cancer care and treatment, visit 

weatherfordhospital.com or call 580-774-4710.

ROBERT E. 
REYNOLDS, MD 

Oncology

CANCER
CARE 
CLOSE 
TO HOME

3701 E. Main St. Weatherford, OK 73096

Mike Smith News Director
CLINTON MAN SENTENCED TO 30 YEARS IN 

PRISON- A Clinton man has been sentenced to thirty years 
in prison after pleading guilty to drug trafficking charges 
in Custer County District Court. Court records show 29-
year old Alberto Marcelino Moncada Jr., was found in 
possession of more than 300 grams of methamphetamine 
and nearly $1200 cash. The items were found inside his 
residence during a search of the home after authorities had 
reasonable suspicion that Moncada had been engaging in 
criminal activity. 

PANORAMA SERIES TO HOST NICHOLAS 
SPARKS- Author Nicholas Sparks will speak at the Pioneer  
Cellular Event Center on the Weatherford Campus of 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University next month. 
Sparks is the author of 19 New York Times #1 best-selling 
books. His visit to western Oklahoma on the evening of 
February 5th is co-sponsored by the Western Plains Library 
System and the SWOSU Panorama Series. Tickets are 
available on stubwire.com and range in price from $5 to 
$25.

2020 CENSUS NOW OFFERED ONLINE- Custer 
County officials are urging county residents to participate 
in the 2020 census. Commissioner Lyle Miller said 
the census information can be done online. Miller said  
on-average it's about $1600 in federal money for each 
person who participates in the census. Miller has concern 
about the census being conducted online, saying some 
people may decide to just not participate in the census.

NEW SUPERINTENDENT SELCETED AT 
THOMAS-FAY-CUSTER SCHOOLS- The Thomas-
Fay-Custer school board of education has selected a 
new superintendent. Board president Shae Mannering 
said Okarche superintendent Rob Friesen will take over 
beginning July 1st. Freisen is originally from Custer City. 
He succeeds Rob Royalty, who is retiring at the end of the 
current school year.

MONEGO PLEADS NOT GUILTY- A Tennessee man 
has pleaded not guilty in Custer County District Court to a 
charge of soliciting conduct or communication with a minor 
by use of technology. Forty-six-year old Joseph Edward 
Monego allegedly engaged in sexual communication and 
sent a 16-year old female a lewd photo. A pre-trial hearing 
is planned for next month.

DRUG TESTING POLICY CHANGES TABLED- 
Custer County Commissioners decided to table drug 

testing policy changes for the county personnel handbook. 
Commissioner Lyle Miller said the changes would surround 
testing for medical marijuana and those who would fall 
under safety sensitive positions. Previously the county 
passed a resolution outlining safety sensitive employees. 

LYLE ROAD PROJECT UPDATES- Weatherford 
Mayor Mike Brown said officials are getting closer to the 
start of the Lyle Road Project. A public meeting surrounding 
the project with engineer Matt Coe of Myers Engineering 
was held Monday, January 13th, at Weatherford City Hall.

REWARD OFFERED FOR INFORMATION IN 
DOUBLE HOMICIDE- A private donor is offering 
a $5000 reward for information that leads to the arrest 
and conviction of the person or persons responsible for a 
double murder that occurred in Clinton November 10th. 
Twenty-four year old Gabrielle Hawthorn and twenty-seven 
year old Dashawn Wooden were discovered in Wooden's 
apartment in the 300 block of South 6th street in Clinton. 
The pair had been shot. Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation.

PRIMARY ELECTION SCHEDULED MARCH 
3RD- Oklahoma's Presidential Preferential primary 
election is scheduled for March 3rd. The Custer County 
election board said voters must be a registered member of 
the party for which they intend to cast a ballot. Independents 
are allowed to vote in the Democratic Preferential primary 
only. Those who still need to register to vote have until 
February 7th to register for the presidential preferential 
primary. An application can be obtained at the Custer 
County Election board office in Clinton or an application 
can be found online at elections.ok.gov.

Jim Morrison

I am in my 17th year as Chaplain at the 
Custer County Correctional Center.(County 
Jail) It has been an adventure into a world that 
few desire to go. I count it a privilege. While 
many, if not most, have broken the law, they 
are still people created in the image of God and 
therefore valuable in His sight and of great worth. They are worthy 
of my time and attention. Their appreciation of my being there has 
been demonstrated in handshakes and hugs that makes drive away 
with joy and satisfaction. God loves these broken people as much 
as he loves my grandchild that makes straight A’s and does all  the 
right things. 

There are many disappointments as they return for a second or 
third time. Yet they still come to “church” even tho it is volunteer, 
hoping to get it right this time or in some way find the strength to 
make it on the outside. I remember one man, who after the service 
hugged me almost violently for several minutes, sobbing his heart 
out saying, “I am bipolar, schizophrenic, and suicidal. I got drunk 
and beat the______out of my wife” He obviously has some mental 
issues.

Others will say, “I wasn’t just arrested, I was rescued.” I was 
headed for deeper trouble. We do Bible studies, watch videos, and 
share pain and problems. Many have made commitments to Christ. 
Some doubt “jail house conversions” and with good reason.  Their 
motivation may be to get God on their side for a coming trial. But 
I cannot judge their heart. Only God knows. But at least they have 
heard the truth and many do find Christ. 

One former inmate who was sentenced to forty years in prison for 
a crime of sexual assault.(a sentence for too harsh for a first offence 
with no premedication and performed while heavily intoxicated.) 
He came to faith in Christ while at the jail and how has served 
about seven years. But while there has completed his Associates 
Degree at Rose State and is applying to another college for further 
instruction.  He feels that God may be leading him to some form 
of ministry.

Some of you may remember the following story of the “Son of 
Sam” crime spree that left at least six people dead.

Read this and know that no one is beyond the reach of God’s love. 
Then, remember to pray for inmates.

In the summer of 197, a serial killer who became known as the 
“Son of Sam” terrorized New York City.  He would stalk young 
ladies in lovers’ lane situations and shoot them with a .44 caliber 
handgun.  

After 13 months the case broke.  David Berkowitz pleaded guilty 
to killing 5 women and one man.  He was sentenced to several 
hundred years in prison. One night while walking in the exercise 
yard he was approached by a young prisoner named Ricky Lopez.  
Lopez told him that Jesus loved him and had a purpose for his life.

Berkowitz laughed him off at first, but Lopez kept befriending 
him, finally giving him a New Testament which David began 
reading. Psalms 34:6 caught his attention. “This poor man called, 
and the Lord heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.”

David’s heart broke as he knelt by his bunk and asked Jesus Christ 
to be his Savior and Lord.  He wept as the heavy load of guilt left 
him. The Word was working in him and he cried out for mercy 
David has now spent half his life behind bars.  He will never be 
paroled. In fact, he has never asked any minister to plead for his 
release.  He feels the prison is his God-ordained sphere of ministry.  
Sometimes the chaplain or the inmate worship leader will allow 
David to lead the Bible study or even to preach at times.  

To leave this setting, he says, would be to run from the call of 
God on his life, as Jonah did.  “There’s plenty to do here.” David 
says.“Just pray for me,” he says, “I sometimes get lonely.  The 
cellblock is so noisy sometimes that it’s hard for me to read the 
Word or to pray. But I know that I need the Holy Spirit to keep me 
strong in the Lord.” Comment:jhm82@outlook.com or call 580-
772-2311

 

Higher Ground
I was in prison
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Point Guards Picked as Newest Bulldogs of the Week
After leading their teams to a combined 3-1 record this 

past weekend, SWOSU Basketball's Kamden Gipson and 
Taber Beer have been selected as the newest Bulldogs of 
the Week. The award is brought to you by Wright Wradio, 
the home of the Bulldogs over the airwaves on both 95.5 
'The Coyote' and 100.3 'Coyote Classic.'
Gipson (Oklahoma City) helped the Bulldogs extend their 

winning streak with a win over Ouachita and averaged 10.5 
points and 2.5 rebounds per game for the week. He reached 
double figures in scoring for the fifth time this season by 
totaling 14 points on 4-8 shooting on Thursday while also 
totaling three assists and two steals for the week.
Beer (Hammon, Okla.) led the Lady Dawgs to two 

conference home wins by averaging 16.0 points per game 
on 56% (13-23) shooting while hitting 4-of-7 three-point 
attempts. Against Henderson State on Saturday, she set 
a new career-high by pouring in 20 points in addition to 
three rebounds, three assists, and one steal in 30 minutes 
of action.  

Hazard Mitigation Act Would Improve Public Safety, Save Millions of Dollars

State Rep. Lonnie Sims (R-Jenks) highlighted House 
Bill 2776, The Oklahoma Hazard Mitigation Assessment 
District Act, which provides the framework for residents 
in each county to elect and establish a hazard mitigation 
assessment district.
House Bill 2776 is the first piece of legislation to be 

introduced following interim studies Sims hosted at the 
State Capitol in September and October 2019 to conduct 
a comprehensive review of the historic Arkansas River 
Flood of 2019.
“Oklahoma ranks third in the U.S. in Federal Disaster 

Declarations and is the only state in the top seven that 
does not border the ocean or gulf,” Sims said. “We 
have to empower our people with the ability to protect 
themselves from the natural disasters that traditionally 
put their farms, homes, businesses, cities, towns and 
lives at risk.”
“From generation to generation, one natural disaster 

after another, it’s hard not to become complacent 
to the tradition of tragedy that comes with living in 
Oklahoma,” Sims added. “We can no longer accept 
that more than half of Oklahoma communities have no 
access to flood insurance or even the basic resources 
for hazard mitigation, planning, disaster recovery and 
most disheartening, local matching dollars to qualify 
for millions in additional federal aid that victims so 
desperately need to recover.”
The Act has gained early support from the Indian 

Nations Council of Governments (INCOG), Association 

of County Commissioners of Oklahoma (ACCO), and the 
Tulsa Area Emergency Management Agency (TAEMA), 
which represents the most population-dense county in 
the state.
In his interim study presentation, Joseph Kralicek, 

Executive Director of TAEMA said, “One dollar of 
mitigation brings a return of seven dollars or more.” 
Following the historic Memorial Day flood of 1984 that 

killed 14 as well as damaged or destroyed over 5,500 
structures and 7,000 vehicles in the City of Tulsa, the first 
ever flood hazard mitigation team and utility assessment 
fee was approved to identify and exclusively fund flood 
mitigation projects throughout the city. This commitment 
and investment may have been fully realized in 2019 
when no lives or structures were lost in the second largest 
flood on record. 
“This bill would give counties a desperately needed tool 

to lessen the impacts of these risks and better protect 
the lives of all our citizens,” Kralicek said. “The risks 
to our population are not decreasing as time passes, and 
those disasters will continue to cost lives and millions of 
dollars if they can continue unabated, causing a public 
safety and public health issue.”
“We were honored to join Rep. Sims’ multi-level 

assessment of the Arkansas River f lood of 2019. 
As the state’s Floodplain Board and Dam Safety 
administrator, and the agency responsible for the 
Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan, we see a real 
opportunity for our state to make lasting progress towards 
long-term disaster resiliency through coordinated local 
and regional planning and investment,” said Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board (OWRB) Executive Director 
Julie Cunningham. “We look forward to working with 

Representative Sims, Senator Rader, the Legislature, the 
governor, and all stakeholders to build upon the excellent 
disaster preparedness and response that Oklahoma’s 
emergency management professionals have delivered 
time and time again.”
“Natural disasters and the horrific damage they 

inflict have been a part of Oklahoma history for over 
a century,” said Trey Lam, Executive Director of the 
Oklahoma Conservation Commission. “I truly appreciate 
Representative Sims’ efforts to continue mitigation of 
flooding and multiple other disasters.”
According to Lam, Oklahoma farmers and ranchers 

know firsthand the damage floods, drought and wildfire 
can do to crops, homes, roads and bridges. 
“Not only do agriculture producers lose income from 

one year’s crop, but they lose the resource, the soil, to 
produce food and fiber for many years to come,” Lam 
explained. “Putting decision-making in the hands of 
local citizens and officials, who set the priorities and pick 
solutions, is part of our conservation ethic.”  
Sen. Dave Rader, (R-Tulsa), offered his strong support 

by signing on to author HB 2776 in the Senate. “I’m 
excited to join Representative Sims in authoring 
legislation that delivers local control to the people of 
Oklahoma,” Rader said. “Local citizens are most directly 
impacted by disasters and best equipped to determine 
the investment priorities to protect their communities.”
“The early support for this legislation has been 

humbling,” Sims said. “With every disaster comes a new 
opportunity to turn the lessons learned into tangible, 
curative actions that truly honor the thousands of victims 
who suffered. This bill is a great first step on the pathway 
to a safer future for Oklahoma, defined by Oklahomans.”



Yukon Public Schools and SWOSU 
Announce Innovative Partnership

Yukon Public Schools (YPS) and Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) in Weatherford 
have entered into a partnership that will provide higher 
education benefits for Yukon students and employees 
as well as certification opportunities for emergency 
certified instructors.
Effective August 1, 2020, SWOSU will offer 

undergraduate and graduate coursework in Yukon at 
space made available by YPS.
“Our state leaders have asked that educational 

entities in the state look at innovative and cooperative 
relationships,” said Oklahoma Chancellor of Higher 
Education Glen Johnson. “This is a great example of 
that effort.”
This historic agreement will benefit YPS by providing 

easier access to higher education classes for educators 
and employees at discounted rates. Another major 
benefit will be to provide educational programs that will 
allow educators with emergency/alternative teaching 
certifications to become permanently certified.

“We feel this partnership provides added value and 
improved access for everyone involved,” SWOSU 
President Randy Beutler said. “The university is 
enthusiastic about working with the Yukon community 
to provide this win-win opportunity for teachers and 
students, and we look forward to a long relationship 
with YPS.” 
SWOSU will allow Yukon juniors and seniors to enroll 

in up to 18 hours of concurrent enrollment tuition-free.  
Concurrent enrollment provides eligible high school 
students with an opportunity to earn college credit 
based on certain requirements. Concurrent enrollment 
is recognized as a valuable opportunity to enhance 
educational efficiency. 
YPS teachers and administrators will be given 

opportunities to serve as adjunct instructors for 
education-related graduate courses offered on site at 
YPS, provided those employees meet all standard criteria 
established by SWOSU.
“We are excited about the potential of our partnership 

with SWOSU. This will bring a presence to Yukon that 
will help our students, our teachers and the community as 
a whole,” said YPS Superintendent Dr. Jason Simeroth.
The agreement between YPS and SWOSU renews 

automatically each academic year but can be terminated 
by either party by June 1 of any year.
“Collaborative partnerships like this one are key to a 

school community’s success” said State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Joy Hofmeister. “Not only can 
students participate in higher education learning while 
still in high school, educators are able to gain valuable 
knowledge that they can pass along to their students. 
I’m proud of Yukon for seeking out and supporting an 
opportunity to give a boost to their students and staff.”
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