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Coalition for a Better Clinton’s
views on current bond issue

Area Livestock
Show in Weatherford
will be as big as ever
Chase Wright
Staff Writer

The Coalition for a Better Clinton is a group that’s primary
goal is the betterment of the City of Clinton for all citizens.
The primary problem they’re dealing with now is the new
school bond issue. The new bond issue is set to provide
updates to the elementary schools of Clinton with classroom
additions, renovations, and remodeling.
The Coalition is against this new school bond issue because
they don’t feel it’s the right time for two main reasons: #1- No
Superintendent, and #2- $5 million is still owed on the 2010
bond issue (that won’t be paid off until 2024).
With a new Superintendent coming into the school system,
it may not be the best to have them enter during a major
bond issue; one that they haven’t been a part of. They believe
that giving the new Superintendent time to become familiar

with the schools and the community will lead to great input
from their view.
Secondly, the Coalition believes paying off the current
school bond debt and then looking for a new project to be
a better avenue forward. The time it takes to pay off the
current debt will be beneficial to lay out ground plans and to
give the new Superintendent the time they need to become
acquainted with Clinton and its needs.
The Coalition wants to be clear that they are only against
the issue currently, because they feel that with more time
and discussion a better way to spend the money will come
forward. It may be too soon to jump into something. This
may potentially be the last major bond issue for the next 15
(See School Bond, page 3)

Andy McPhearson of Legacy Bank has been an instrumental
part of the Weatherford Area Livestock show for years. The
show was first organized in 1977 as a way for area FFA and
4-H members to showcase their livestock while bringing in
business to Weatherford and promoting agriculture business.
The livestock show will take place on January 31st and
February 1st. This is the 43rd annual show, and it is set to
be as big as ever. Attending schools: Weatherford, Arapaho,
Clinton, Thomas-Fay-Custer, Hydro, Hinton, Binger,
Lookeba-Sickles, Carnegie, and Mountain View.
The show is a free fair event for any student ages 5-years
and older and is put on through the effort of the Weatherford
Chamber of Commerce’s Agri-business committee with the
help of many of the show students’ parents.
It’s it a fun event with prizes for grand champion winners.
The livestock show is a great way for folks to come out
and show their support for the FFA members and local 4-H
kids. The show brings in a lot of business to the Weatherford
community through the sheer number of attendees. Every
year it’s been a wonderful event that will, hopefully,
continue to grow and introduce many more students to the
works of Business Agriculture.
This year the show will, again, offer scholarship
opportunities to local students who will be attending
SWOSU in the Fall. Two $1,000 scholarships will be
given, thanks to Southwestern Oklahoma State University
Foundation and the Weatherford Area Chamber of
Commerce. Interested students will need to fill out an
application and submit them to Andy McPhearson at Legacy
Bank. Winners will be announced during the show.
Be sure to come out and have some fun at the show. And
a big thank you to everyone who sacrifices their time to
make the show great.

January 22-28, 2020 • WestOK Weekly • Page 2

Melba Ruth (Burns) Boswell

Nettie M. Gillingham

On Thursday, January 9, 2020, Melba Ruth (Burns) Boswell,
of Cheyenne, Oklahoma, transitioned from her earthly life
of 88 years into her eternal life with her Heavenly Father.
She departed the earthly bounds, peacefully in her sleep, in
Edmond, Oklahoma, with family members at her side. She
was born on August 6, 1931, to John Wesley and Dolphie
(Graham) Burns in their home near Strong City, Oklahoma.
Melba Ruth grew up in Roger Mills County, Oklahoma. She
commenced her education at the Strong City Elementary
School and graduated from Hammon High School in 1949.
Melba Ruth married her loving husband of 63 years Eldon
Yates Boswell on August 19, 1952; and to this union, they
were blessed with two sons. Soon after their union, they
moved to Oregon where she was an employee of the First State
Bank in Milwaukie. After nine years in Oregon, they seized
an opportunity to return to Roger Mills County and operate
a dairy business. Later in life and until her retirement, she
was an employee of the Security State Bank in Cheyenne.
At a young age, Melba Ruth accepted Jesus Christ as
her personal savior. She was a beautiful, kind, loving,
compassionate, Christian woman, who devoted herself to her
family, friends and Godly service. She was deeply loved by
her family and friends and admired as a role model by those
aspiring to follow in her footsteps. She had a fond love of music
and was the organist for Cheyenne’s First Baptist Church.
During the f inal chapter of her life, she was
blessed with f r iendsh ip and dedicated ca re.
giving from Nancy Allen and Ruby McBrayer.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, January
14, 2020 at First Baptist Church in Cheyenne, Oklahoma.
Interment will be at Strong City Cemetery in Strong City,
Oklahoma. Services have been entrusted to the care of
Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in Elk City, Oklahoma.
Cherishing her memory are her two sons: Mark Boswell
and wife Debbie of Cheyenne, Oklahoma, and J. T. Boswell
and wife, Lisa of Edmond, Oklahoma; five grandchildren,
Tara Denney and her husband Monty of Cheyenne,
Oklahoma, Trevor Boswell of Grimes, Oklahoma, Donald
Leach and his wife, Randi of Erick, Oklahoma, Taylor
Aizenman and her husband, David of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, Morgan Jones and her husband, Taylor of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; nine great-grandchildren, one
great-great-grandchild and a host of friends and relatives.
She was preceded in death by her husband, parents and one
daughter-in-law Kim Boswell; two brothers: Melvin Burns and
Raymond Burns; and two sisters: Hazel Burns and Lois Kepley.
Memorials can be made to the Baptist Children’s Home in
care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home, P.O. Box 707, Elk
City, Oklahoma 73648. Online condolences can be sent to
the family by using the online guest book at www.martinduggerfuneralhome.com.

Nettie M. Gillingham was born on May 8, 1931, in El
Dorado Springs, MO to Everett and Rose Opal (Kirkley)
Worthington. She passed away on January 11, 2020, in
Weatherford, OK at the age of 88.
She married Walter C. Gillingham on March 19, 1976,
in Pima County, AZ. Nettie was a devoted member of the
Living Church of God; she enjoyed church and enjoyed
traveling with the church. Some of her favorite trips were
to Alaska, Thailand, and to the Holy Land. She also enjoyed
visiting Eureka Springs, AR as often as she could. Nettie
had a lifelong love of animals; she raised birds, doves in
particular, and guineas. She loved dogs and had an ancient
turtle for most of her life. She was a thrifty homemaker,
hardworking, preserved a lot of what she and Walter farmed.
Survivors include: her daughter Rita Johnson of Coos Bay,
OR, her granddaughters: Sophia and Jennifer; her brothers:
Charles Worthington and wife Betty, Larry Worthington
and wife Yvonne, and Wayne Worthington and wife Wanda
all of Eldorado Springs, MO; sister-in-law Wilma and
husband Duane Fullerton of Carnegie, OK; sister-in-law
Martha Gillingham of Weatherford, OK, as well as nieces
and nephews, other relatives and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband Walter
Gillingham, her first husband Jerry McCoy; her brothers:
Harold and Lee Worthington, and her sisters: Audrey
Hilden, and Lucy Nelson.
Memorial donations may be made to a charity of your
choice. Services: Hinton Turner Funeral Home, Friday,
2:30 PM, January 17, 2020, Hinton, OK. Officiating: Pastor
Gene Hilgenberg, Burial: Hinton Cemetery, Hinton,
OK. Services entrusted to Turner Funeral Home, Hinton,
Oklahoma.

Charles Grant Neavear Jr.
Charles Grant Neavear Jr., 35, of Carter, Oklahoma, was born
on October 17, 1984, in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. He is the
son of Charles Grant Neavear Sr. and Bevra Jean Mickel. He
passed away on Wednesday, January 8, 2020, in New Mexico.
Grant enjoyed fishing and hunting with his dad, watching
Caden rope, driving down backroads with Caden,
looking for deer, being down at the farm. Most of all,
he enjoyed spending time with his loving family and
his precious daughter—his “Little Boots-Boots.” He
also enjoyed spending time with his friend Trent and
working with Colby, Conner, and his good friend, Johnny.
Cherishing his memory is his wife, Julie Neavear of Carter,
Oklahoma; four children: Colby and Ashley of Carter,
Oklahoma, Conner and Nikyla of Carter, Oklahoma,
Caden of Carter, Oklahoma, Cambri of Bella Vista,
Arkansas; four grandchildren; his parents Charles Neavear
of Spavinaw, Oklahoma and Bevra Mickel of Tulsa,
Oklahoma; two sisters: Sheena and Brandon Wagoner
and daughter Madison of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Charla
Cwanek of Moore, Oklahoma; bestfriend Trent Britton of
Carter, Oklahoma; and a host of other family and friends.
He is preceded in death by his
maternal and paternal grandparents.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, January
17, 2020, at the First Baptist Church in Carter, Oklahoma.
Jase Hargrove will officiate. Interment will be at Carter
Cemetery. Services have been entrusted to the care of
Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in Elk City, Oklahoma.
A memorial service will be held at 2:00 pm, Thursday,
January 23, 2020, at the First Baptist Church in Siloam
Springs, Arkansas. Memorials can be made to a charity of

your choice in care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home, P.O.
Box 707, Elk City, Oklahoma 73648. Online condolences
can be sent to the family by using the online guest book at
www.martin-duggerfuneralhome.com.

Joy Leann (Maynard) Abla
Joy Leann (Maynard) Abla, 83, of Enid, Oklahoma, passed
away January 11, 2020.
Leann was born in Cordell, Oklahoma, on July 11, 1936,
to L.O. and Vaneta Maynard. She had one brother Ray
Maynard. Leann attended elementary and high school in
Cloud Chief and college at Oklahoma A&M in Stillwater,
Oklahoma.
Leann was married to the love of her life Clifford Leon
Abla in Clinton, OK on October 25, 1958; they were married
for 35 years. Together they raised two children: Mike
Abla and Cindy (Abla) Doane. Her family was the light of
Leann’s life, and she devoted herself to them. She served
as a Cub Scout leader and home room mother at Hawthorne
Elementary in Oklahoma City for several years.
Leann was saved on September 22, 1948, at Cloud
Chief Methodist Church. She was baptized soon after.
As a lifelong Christian, Leann attended church regularly
wherever she lived. When she and Clifford married, they
joined Hudson Avenue Baptist Church in Oklahoma City,
and then later moved their membership to Crestwood
Baptist. In 1972, they moved to Erick, Oklahoma, and
joined First Baptist. Leann remained a member there even
after moving to Enid in 2018. Leann not only sat in the
pews each Sunday, she was active in many parts of church
life, including Girls Youth Leader, Junior High Department
Pianist, Sunday School teacher, and Vacation Bible School
teacher, to name a few. She could always be counted on to
bring some of her famous desserts to any church gathering.
Leann instilled in her children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren a love for the Lord and desire to follow in
his ways. Her example of a Godly woman touched many
lives and was an inspiration.
Leann worked in many different fields, but they all had one
thing in common: each required her wonderful rapport with
people. She worked at Warren Transfer & Storage (United
Van Lines), American Electric, the State Department of
Education, and Pickett’s Grocery. The majority of her
working career (36 years) was spent at Erick Elementary
School as their secretary. In addition, Leann was a partner
with her husband Clifford in Flowers Auto Supply from
1972, until the store closed in 2001.
Leann is survived by her son and daughter-in-law Mike
and Stephanie Abla of Norman, Oklahoma; her daughter
and son-in-law Cindy (Abla) and Raymond Doane of Enid,
Oklahoma; her four grandchildren: Alicia and (Aaron)
Sheik, Brandon and (Takayla) Doane, Matt Doane, Ben
Abla, and her eleven great-grandchildren.
Leann is preceded in death by her husband Clifford, her
parents L.O. and Vaneta Maynard and her brother Ray
Maynard.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Leann’s name
may be made to First Baptist Church, Erick, Oklahoma, or
Erick Public Schools. Funeral Services will be held 10:00
AM, Thursday, January 16, 2020, at Erick First Baptist
Church with Pastor Ralph Chapman and Jason Kleckner
officiating. Interment will follow at Erick Cemetery.
Visitation will be held Wednesday, January 15, 2020, from
9:00 AM - 8:00 PM with family visitation from 6:00 PM
– 8:00 PM at Rose Chapel, Sayre. Online guestbook and
condolences are available at www.whineryfs.com. Services
are under the direction of Rose Chapel, Sayre.

January 22-28, 2020 • WestOK Weekly • Page 3

School Bond
Continued from Page 1

years. So, they feel that it’s important to get it correct now.
For example, by waiting a few years, the opportunity should
arise where, instead of add-ons for the school, a whole new
campus can be built. In 2010, money was invested into the
schools for fixes and maintenance that has been well utilized
as evidenced by the numerous compliments from visitors
to Clinton school events. A member of the Coalition said,
“We should continue to prepare for what we planned back
then, a new campus for Clinton.”
Other cities around the area have done similar campus
projects in recent years and by looking at their examples
they believe that a new 32 classroom campus is perfectly
feasible in the near future. A 32 classroom campus is
ideal because it can be split across 4 grade levels with 8
classrooms per grade. The average cost for a facility of that
caliber is roughly $19.5 million - $20 million. This included
a gymnasium, cafeteria, storm shelter, and storage.

According to the Coalition, Clinton citizens have
historically paid $20 million in property taxes already. With
new proposals, that number may bump up to $25 million
or even $27 million. “If we’re going to be paying more for
taxes, let’s pay it for something we want.” A new campus
as the focal point for Clinton is something the community
will benefit from just as much as the schools.
They believe that it’s paramount to focus on the next 3545 years and what Clinton will look like then. On average
a new building or facility should last 45 years with proper
maintenance and care. So, the focus should be on the longterm investment instead of on updates and fixes to already
time-worn facilities.
The Coalition for a Better Clinton believes the next bond
issue should be something the community, city, and schools
come together to decide will be the best fit for Clinton.
“More discussion is needed before we should jump into

something.” They feel the current issue wasn’t adequately
discussed openly before entering ballot in November.
Prior to its entry, there was an open discussion of potential
bond issues last April that ultimately ended without a clear
consensus on goals.
“We just want to ensure we have enough time to have
[conversations and deliberate] about the decision...before
we have to [cast a ballot]”.
For citizens that are interested to hear more or voice their
opinions, the Coalition for a Better Clinton has a Facebook
page where more info is posted and direct messages will be
answered. They also have an email address: c4abc73601@
gmail.com. They want to respond to all submissions and
hear from everyone.
In their eyes, being updated to all sides of any issue is
important and the future of Clinton will be great no matter
what is decided.

State Rep. Chelsey Branham has filed legislation that
hopes to increase opportunity and improve the quality of
life among Oklahoma’s homeless youth population.
House Bill 2927, authored by Branham, would create
the “Unit for Runaway, Homeless and At-Risk Youth,”
which would be a public-private partnership between
the Oklahoma Department of Human Services and
organizations working with Oklahoma’s homeless youth
population. The legislation would also establish criteria
that allow homeless youth to voluntarily seek assistance
from the Oklahoma Department of Human Services.
“Last January, during the coldest time of the year, 85
metro youth had no place to live,” Branham said. “This
legislation and the mission of this coalition speaks
directly to the needs of those children. We have a duty
as lawmakers to protect and speak up for our vulnerable
citizens. This legislation hopes to begin a movement that
ushers in a new way of thinking and new solutions to the
problems facing our state’s homeless population.”
By offering an avenue to have DHS act as an administrative
guardian, Branham’s legislation would make it easier for
homeless youth to take part in regular activities like play
sports, receive healthcare, and apply for a driver’s license.
“These young people still need the same things as other
youth,” said Pivot President and CEO Jennifer Goodrich.
“Birth certificates, social security cards, IDs, mental

health and medical health services. Representative
Branham’s willingness to address this issue has opened
up new avenues of understanding of current statutes that
provide allowances and identifying areas where work
needs to be done. Statutes aren’t enough - it will take
continued understanding, education and partnership to
change the way things are currently responded to.”
Goodrich and Branham were joined at a press conference
today announcing the legislation with Sisu Youth
Executive Director Jamie Caves. Sisu Youth is the only
18 and under homeless youth shelter in Oklahoma
“Sisu Youth is thrilled to work with Representative
Branham to bring forward legislation aimed at improving
outcomes for youth experiencing homelessness,” said
Sisu Youth Executive Director Jamie Caves. “This bill
will encourage even greater communication between the
Department of Human Services and service providers
around our state, making it easier to obtain health
care, housing, and identification on behalf of youth in
the absence of a parent or guardian. We look forward
to continuing collaboration and additional legislation
that will assist in bettering the lives of this vulnerable
population.”
In a statement released today, the Oklahoma Department
of Human Services Director Justin Brown praised the
coalition’s efforts and advocated for the legislation.

"This has truly been a collaborative effort between Rep.
Branham, Sisu Youth Services, Pivot, former Oklahoma
foster youth, David Hall, and OKDHS to meet the needs of
this unique population of youth," Brown said. "These are
youth who do not have the supports afforded in a typical
family situation and they have also not been adjudicated
deprived and brought into foster care. This legislation will
meet these youth right where they are, giving them the
support they need to thrive and build tools to help them
successfully enter adulthood."

Legislation Filed To Tackle Homeless Youth Quality-of-Life Issues
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Devin Benton Chosen to GAC All-Decade Team

Former Bulldog defensive tackle Devin Benton was among
the players selected to the Great American Conference's
All-Decade Team, which was announced on Tuesday.
Over the course of the next few weeks, the Great American
Conference will reveal All-Decade teams for the 13 sports
for which the league sponsors a championship. The league
will also announce a 'Program of the Decade' for each
sports which goes to the team that earned the most points
and highest percentage of points based on the league's two
All-Sports trophies.
Benton played for the Bulldogs during the first four years
of the Great American Conference, 2011-14, and he was
the first four-time All-GAC selection in the history of the
conference. As a four-year starter at defensive tackle, Benton
became SWOSU's NCAA era leader in both tackles for
loss and sacks and he was named the 2014 GAC Defensive
Player of the Year after ranking fifth in NCAA Division II
with 23.0 tackles for loss. That season, he was named an
All-American by three outlets and finished as a finalist for
the Gene Upshaw Award for the Best Lineman in NCAA
Division II and the Cliff Harris Small College Defensive
Player of the Year Award. For his efforts, Benton was also
named SWOSU's Male Athlete of the Year for the 2014-15
athletic year.
The original list of nominees consisted of players that met
at least one of the following three criteria: earned an "Of the

Year" award, named to at least two All-GAC First Teams
or at least three All-GAC teams. The voting electorate
consisted of GAC coaches, sports information directors,

athletic directors, senior woman administrators and media
members. The All-Decade teams consisted of all nominees
named on at least 50 percent of returned ballots.
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“Know Your Rights in the Workplace” Workshop Planned at SWOSU
"Know Your Rights in the Workplace” is the focus of
a workshop planned Wednesday, January 22, at 5 p.m. in
Stafford Center Room 104 on the Weatherford campus.
The workshop, sponsored by the student organization
GSM Project, is open to everyone.
ACLU Interim Legal Director Mike Redman will lead
a workshop on the current state of LGBT protections in
corporate America.
Redman joined the ACLU of Oklahoma in October 2019
as its interim legal director. Prior to joining the staff, he

served on the ACLU’s Board of Directors from 2013-2019
and served as its president from 2016 to 2019. Redman
is currently on leave from his private law practice where
he focuses on employment law and civil rights within the
LGBTQ community.
Redman has advocated on behalf of the LGBTQ
community on various issues including gender markers on
driver’s licenses, same sex parentage on birth certificates,
non-discrimination policies for housing and public
accommodation, and employment non-discrimination.

SWOSU Plans Naming Contest for Bookstore and Convenience Store
In order to return excellent customer service to the
Southwestern Oklahoma State University community,
the university is taking back management of the
bookstore and combining it with the convenience store
this summer.
SWOSU is seeking a new name for the complex
located in Rogers Hall, and a naming contest among
SWOSU students starts January 22 and ends February 4.
The winner of the contest will receive their choice of
an Apple or Dell product up to $1,300 or a $1,300 tuition
waiver. Second place finisher will win their choice of an

WEEKLY
SHOUTOUTS!
H a v e a b i r t h d a y,
anniversary or special
event? Email us at
sales@westokweekly.
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Apple or Dell product up to $650 or a $650 tuition waiver,
and third place winner will win their choice of an Apple
or Dell product up to $300 or a $300 tuition waiver.
Students can submit up to two names on Canvas, the
university’s learning management system.
If the same winning name is submitted by numerous
students, the winning person will be the one that
submitted it first on Canvas.
For more information about the contest, contact new
bookstore/convenience store director Ashley Hancock
at ashley.hancock@swosu.edu.

"The Coin Guy"

Silver and Gold Bullet Money
Some of the most
interesting numismatic items
in the world are Thailand’s
bullet money. They were
round-like balls made in
silver and occasionally in
gold.
Bullet money came in
various sizes. A basic unit
is called a “tical or baht”,
weighed 15 grams and
less than 15 millimeters in
diameter.
Trent Boesen
Examples of silver bullet
money were 1/64th to 4 ticals. Some gold ones exist.
Bullet money came to an end when coins were struck in
the 1860’s.
A set of seven gold bullet coins were sold at auction on
December 5, 2019 in Hong Kong. They realized $11,400. A
silver 20-baht also sold at auction. It weighs 302.67 grams
and is 37 millimeters in diameter. It sold for $13,200.
Do you have questions about coins but didn’t know who
to ask? Call the Coin Guy at 580-890-8076. We can meet
at Jerry’s and talk about them. Thanks for reading.

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for
more information…Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are
in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875
Happy Birthday Wishes for January 22nd- Alexandria Dry, Bob Yoder, Brandon Murry, Brian Adler, Creed Thomas,
Dalaina Horn, Daniel Hughes, Debbie Wagner, Helen Adams, James Spain, Jason Davis, Jeremy Jacobs, Joyce Kenney,
Kassie Jackson, Michael Brooks Jr., Renee Wilkins, Robert Betche; January 23rd- Ally Townsley, Janis Scott, Kristi
Mackin , Steve Daniel; January 24th- Beth Cozzont, Carie Strauch, Carlie Wood, Cindy Kessler, Ercel Bryan, Henry
Hamilton, Kim Mendizabal, Larry Thomason, Marcie Rhoades, Marcus Murray, Marissa Gathers, Meagan Stewart,
Meri Hix, Mitch Turney, Myka Elizabeth Davis, Paula Merchant, Ray Nesmith, Sue Mingus, Tonya Buckner; January
25th- Butch Brown, Cassandra Conway, Debbie Waggoner, Derek King, Elizabeth Brown, Karah Moxley, Kennedy
Merrill, Ralph Schreiner, Stephanie Daniel, Tressa Hobbs, Wilma Smith; January 26th- Abby Wright, Alexander Mack,
Amanda Anders, Bill Kern, Don Groth, John Creswell, Kari Jones, Kim Davis, Matthew Bird, Mike Ferguson, Rick
Oliver, Tucker Mullins, Trey Mullins, Tyler Vassar, Verla Barber; January 27th- Amy Thornburg, Billie Ann Rodriguez,
Brent Avery, Chris Thurman, Cylina Weatherly, Eddie Bird, Elisa Rogers, Gary Rader, John Smith, John Radke, Josiane
Garrison, Kelly Pease, Noelle Price, Vickie Clonce, Warren, Kiewer; January 28th- Collin Shaw, Jamie Steffenson,
Jenna Schmidt, Jenna Zimmerman, Johnetta Lindsey, Lara Menke, Pedro Rodriquez, Stacie Henderson, Tara Pruitt,
Tina Goucher, Todd Boyd, Zainia Moorhead.

SPORTS
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Pres ented b y:

Bulldogs Comeback Against SE Falls One Point Short

Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

Damion Thornton knocked down a half-court heave as
time expired on Saturday, but it left SWOSU one-point
shy of Southeastern Oklahoma State as the Savage Storm
escaped the Pioneer Cellular Event Center with a 76-75
victory over the Bulldogs.
SWOSU faced double-figure deficits in both halves before
battling back each time. After falling down by 11 with 10:40
to play in the first half, the Dawgs outscored SE 18-12 the
rest of the half and trailed 34-29 at the break. Less than three
minutes into the second half, the lead was back to 10, but
the duo of Thornton and Jaylen Williams led the Bulldogs
back to within two with 4:22 to play.
The Bulldogs trailed by eight, 75-67, with 47 seconds to
play before getting a basket by Kamden Gipson and three
from Williams to make it 75-72 with 18 seconds remaining.
Southeastern hit 1-of-2 free throws with four second left,
which would be the difference as Thornton hit the lastsecond shot to make it a one-point game.
Williams led the Bulldogs with 24 points on 8-of-14
shooting, which included knocking down 7-of-13 attempts
from three-point range. Thornton added 23 points and a
team-high five rebounds while Gipson also reached double
figures with 10 points.
SWOSU is now back to .500 at 8-8 on the year while
improving to 4-6 as they near the midpoint in conference
play. The Bulldogs are on the road to Arkansas for two
games next weekend, beginning on Thursday night at
Arkansas Tech.

Lady Bulldogs Home Win Streak Snapped by #18 Southeastern

Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

SWOSU Women's Basketball suffered their first loss at
the Pioneer Cellular Event Center since February 11, 2017,
on Saturday as 18th-ranked Southeastern Oklahoma State
downed the Lady Bulldogs 79-69.
After the game was tied 17-all after the first quarter,
Southeastern outscored SWOSU in each of the final three
frames to total up the 10-point victory. The Savage Storm
connected on 9-of-16 three-point attempts, including 7-of-9
in the second half, which allowed SWOSU to not get any
closer than seven points in the fourth quarter.
SWOSU, playing without second-leading scorer Makyra
Tramble, was held to 34.3% shooting from the field and they
hit on just 7-of-23 (30.4%) three-point attempts in the loss.
Bethany Franks led the way 23 points – two off her career
high – while adding six rebounds and two steals. Lauren
Ramey came off the bench to score 11 points on 4-of-7
shooting while Taber Beer also reached double figures with
10 points in 22 minutes of action while battling foul trouble
The loss snaps a 38-game home winning streak for the
Lady Bulldogs, who are now 72-10 all-time at the Pioneer
Cellular Event Center. Their last home loss came on
February 11, 2017, as they dropped an 88-74 decision to
East Central.
Now 12-4 on the year and 7-3 in Great American
Conference play, SWOSU is on the road twice next weekend
to face league foes in Arkansas. First up for the Lady
Dawgs is a trip to Russellville to meet Arkansas Tech on
Thursday night.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

ACCOUNTING-Career
Opportunity! Full-Time or Part
Time! 35 Year Old Company!
Quickbooks experience 3
years or more! Accounting
Job experience 3 years or
more! Guaranteed Hours!
Flexible Hours! Long-Term
Job Opportunity! Pay Range
$10-$16/hour depending on
experience! Apply at 609 E. Tom
Stafford. Weatheford!

BUSINESS SRVCS/
PRODUCTS
Cartwheel Coins of Custer
County has silver coins for
sale. I live in Weatherford. (580)
890-8076 thisoldcoin@yahoo.
com Trent
AUTOMOBILES & AUTO
MISC.
13' Toyota Camry LE- 149k
miles, hail damage, one owner.
(580) 661-3079
11' Infiniti QX56- sport utility,
fully loaded, well maintained, no
accident. (580) 819-2441
For Sale- pick-up bedliner vinyl
drop in for short-bed. One year
p;d, fits Chevy Silverado shortbed. $65. (580) 772-7353
For Sale- (4) 225/60R/16,
wheels and tires. $290 for set.
(580) 330-3489

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES
13' Harley Davidson- XL 1200C
Custom Sportster, low mileagle,
lots of extra. $5,950 OBO. (580)

772-8654 or (405) 233-3220

For Sale- Pop-up tent trailer and
camper. $400 or will trade for a
deer rifle. (405) 639-9667
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

For Sale- (2) recliners. $30/each.
(2) Brass lamps. $25 for the pair.
(580) 330-3489

For Sale- Acorn brand chair lift,
good working condition, extends
up to 15ft. $1,500. (580) 4457314

PETS & ANIMALS

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS - at
the Friends For Life Animal
Society. Kittens, cats, puppies
and dogs available. You can
browse adoptable animals at www.
okfflas.org
Free Cats- (4) female cats
all ages, needs rehomed. All
spayed. Ask for Kem. (580)
819-2889
MISC

For Sale- Blue and white
checkered/plaid country cottage
sofa and loveseat with floral inlay
pillows, in excellent condition.
(580) 772-6221

For Sale- BEEF! Natural grass
fed longhorn beef, 95% lean, no
hormones, non-GMO. Can sell a
few pounds or up to a whole beef,
Fay, Ok, 580-445-8223.

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

Beef for Sale- natural grass fed

For Sale- 4ft tractor blade.
$100. Foley belsaw sharp-all
sharpening machine, like new.
$100. (580) 302-2496 or (580)
772-7530

For Sale- Laying hens for sale
$14/hen. Cage-free eggs, $2/
dozen. (918) 207-2330
For Sale - Sears Table Saw with
extended table and on wheels.
Used very little, Excellent
Condition $175. Sears Air
Compressor, 7 1/2 gallon tank
with hose, Very Good Condition
$75. Weatherford 580 330
0160.
For Sale- Troybilt garden tiller
with 7hp motor, like new. $600.
8N Ford tractor, good condition.
$1,500. (580) 729-0001

beef, no hormones or chemicals
used, no GMO feeds given, 95%
lean. Can sell 1lb. up to a whole
beef. First come, first serve.
(580) 309-0135

Trail Rides by Horseback-

horses provided, hayrides,
hayride & cookout, riding
lessons, lunch/dinner rides, bring
your horse too and more! Like us
on Facebook. Old Caldwell Trail
Stables. 2 mi. SE of Fay, Ok.
www.oldcaldwelltrail.com. (580)
309-0135.

F R E S H P E A N U T S - R a w,
Roasted, In-shell, Peanut
Brittle, www.gooberhouse.com.
Carnegie, 580-654-1175

Mixed Dry/Seasoned
Firewood! $95/rick. Self
Load! $120/rick delivered in
Weatherford! Call (580) 7727665 or (580) 330-2454
Fresh cut Bermuda grass
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Advertising deadline
Fridays at 3:00 p.m.

(580) 772-5939 • sales@westokweekly.com

hay! ! Horse quality! Sprayed/
Heavily fertilized! We load!! $10-$14
square bales (55lbs)! Weatherford.
(580) 330-2454
For Sale- Proform Treadmill,
$100 OBO. (580) 890-9090
For Sale- Custom made Solid
Oak Rocking Horse - or - Solid
Oak Rocking Motorcycle. Must
see to appreciate. 580-7720692
For Sale- Men's clothing, coats,
pants, shirts, shoes, some new.
(580) 772-2300
For Sale- Chain-link fence,
approx. 800ft., (6) gates, all
cleaned and ready to be set
back up. asking $1,000. (405)
545-1145
For Sale- Pick-up toolbox,
midsize, fair condition. $50. (580)
302-2496 or (580) 772-7530
For Sale- 30,000 BTU heater.
$125. (580) 661-3079
For Sale- US Stamp Album. lots
of old stamps, Thomas OK. $30.
(580) 890-9442
For Sale- 1,400 sq ft carpet, soft
green, excellent condition. $700.
(580) 445-7314

WANTED
NEED- The Christian store is
taking donations. Clothes, toys,
dishes, anything you would like
to donate. (580) 291-3875
Looking for working push mower
lawnmower! Vinyl records rock
and country! (580) 343-2155
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS
CLINTON SCHOOL BOARD ONLINE SURVEYAn online survey is being conducted by Clinton Public
Schools through January 31st on the qualities the public
believes are important in the next Superintendent of
Schools. Board President Paul Adams said board
members will use information gathered via the survey
to help guide its decision making, The board expects to
begin accepting applications next week in anticipation of
making a hire this spring. Current Superintendent Kevin
Hime recently announced his resignation at the end of the
current school year. Hime will become Superintendent at
Lawton Public Schools beginning July 1st.
BURNS FLAT TEST FLIGHTS - Test flights will
be conducted at Clinton-Sherman Airport in Burns Flat
on two Boeing commercial jets, including the 737 max,
which has been grounded since March. A specific timeline
to conduct the tests have not been established; however,
state officials have been told that Boeing wants to be
ready to use the airport as early as March. A contract
has not been provided to the Oklahoma Space Industry
Development Authority, which operates the airport and
its facilities. The authority will meet again next month.
W E AT H E R F O R D S A L E S TA X D O W N Weatherford Mayor Mike Brown said despite a 13%
decline in sales tax receipts for the November 2019 sales,
it was a decline that was expected. Brown said sales tax
receipts for the first few months for 2020 will likely be
down, He said the city is preparing for a flat budget for
2020.
WEATHERFORD NEW SCHOOL UPDATE–
Weatherford Schools Superintendent Chad Wilson said
plans have been finalized for construction of two new
elementary schools for east and west Elementaries.
Wilson said bids will be opened February 12th, and a
special board meeting will be held in mid-February to
award bids. Funding for the new schools comes as the
result of passage of a bond issue last year.

Middle School and music renovation at Nance lower
Elementary.
WEATHERFORD LYLE ROAD UPDATE - A
meeting was held in Weatherford last week surrounding
the Lyle Road Project. City officials and engineers from
Myers Engineering met with concerned residents about
past and possible future drainage issues as a result of
the project. Economic Development Director Yolanda
Creswell said the city of Weatherford, the county and
Myers Engineering are working to eliminate drainage
issues that could affect the resident, both inside and
outside the city of Weatherford. Creswell said utility
relocation for the project is still planned this spring.
However, actual construction could be delayed while
officials address the drainage concerns.
WALKE LEGISLATION WOULD PROTECT
EMAIL DATA OF OKLAHOMANS- State Rep. Collin
Walke (D-OKC) filed legislation this session to protect
email users’ data from being collected by corporations.
House Bill 2810, dubbed “The Oklahoma Email
Communication Content Privacy Protection Act,” would
make it illegal for companies like Google or Microsoft,
that host email servers to glean information from users.
"Tech companies have profited off of our private
information for years, and it's time we start reclaiming
our privacy," Walke said. "House Bill 2810 is what I hope
to be the first of many steps toward a more balanced and
fair use of private information.
“In its infancy, email was a quick and efficient
communication tool. However, in today's world, email
is a necessity, and we should not have to choose between
participating in modern society or having our personal
information exploited. I no more want the United State
Postal Service knowing when and how I read my mail
than I do Google my email. If tech companies want to
be treated as public goods, then ensuring that they do not
harness our information for their own personal benefit is
an absolute necessity."

BECKHAM COUNTY MANNING R-ELECTION–
Beckham county Sheriff Derek Manning said he will
seek re-election to office. Manning is completing his
first term in office and said he would be honored for the
opportunity to continue to serve the citizens of Beckham
county. Manning developed, operated and sold another
successful business before being elected Beckham County
Sheriff in 2016.
CLINTON SCHOOL BOND UPDATE – Voters
will go to the polls next month to cast ballots on
improvements to Clinton School buildings, which calls
for 39 new classrooms and a storm shelter at each site.
Superintendent Kevin Hime said the upgrades also include
a cafeteria expansion at Washington upper Elementary, a
special education, art and music renovation at Southwest

Mike Smith News Director

Higher Ground
Heroes of the Faith

I suppose all of us have heroes; those who
have suffered bravely or who stood tall in the
midst of criticism and personal loss. George
Washington Carver, William Wilberforce,
Corrie Ten Boom, and Joni Eareckson Tada Jim Morrison
are just a few that have inspired and encouraged
me at times and convicted me of my feeble efforts as well. But in
the field of missions there is one individual who, for me, stands out
among many who have labored fearlessly and with deep devotion
for the sake of Christ.
Hudson Taylor was a missionary innovator and founder of the
China Inland Mission in the mid 19th century. Much to the dismay
of his fellow missionaries, he chose to dress in Chinese clothing
that included wearing his hair in a long pigtail. He felt it would give
him acceptance among those he was trying to reach. His methods
often brought criticism from his friends and fellow workers. His
faith in God to provide for his needs is legendary.
Unselfish to a fault, on one occasion he found himself broke just
two weeks before his wedding. He had given everything away to
60 or 70 victims of the famine. He gave his fiancé permission to
withdraw from the commitment if she wished. Her parents had
died when she was a child so she replied, “Don’t forget that I was
an orphan in a faraway land. God has been my Father all these
years. Do you think I shall be afraid to trust Him now?” Their
relationship was full of love and affection.
Their ministry, although successful in many ways was not without
its problems. In 1867 their fifth child died of hydrocephalus. A few
weeks later, he wrote his mother in England, “I know not how to
write. Our dear little Gracie! How we miss her! As I take the walks
I used to take with her tripping by my side, the thought comes anew
like a throb of agony, is it possible that I shall never more feel the
pressure of that little hand. . . And yet. . . . she is far holier, far
happier than she could ever have been here.”
But the tragic death seemed to unify the mission effort as those
who had been critics rallied around the young couple.
Later after moving inland to the city of Yankchow, they faced mobs
and riots that caused them to flee for their lives on one occasion.
Often Hudson would become depressed to the point of considering
suicide but his wife was his source of strength. Then the ultimate
loss, his dear wife, Marie, who had borne eight children in twelve
years, died of Tuberculosis. Later he married a dear friend who
loved and cared for the children and enabled him to be absent for
months at a time, visiting and encouraging the outlying mission
posts.
Hudson died at the age of 73, having founded the China Inland
Mission which utilized the services of 825 missionaries. On one
occasion he said, “God chose me because I was weak enough.
God does not do his great work by large committees. He trains
somebody to be quiet enough, little enough, and then God uses
him.” Do yourself a favor by going to your public or church library
and read the story of this great man of faith.

PUBLIC RECORDS
Arrested
M ich a el Pe n a , 45,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Public Intoxication.
Timothy Ellis Turtle, 39,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Obstruction.
Wesley Davis Pratt, 22,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Public Intoxication.
C h a r l e s M a t h i s , 62 ,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant.
Justin Long, 20, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with City
Wa r r a nt , D isob ey i ng
Stop Sign, Driving under
Suspension, No Insurance,
Po s s e s s i o n o f D r u g
Paraphernalia.
Santana Salas, 24,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y

Warrant.
Rober t Rutledge, 24,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
w i t h Bl a i n e C o u n t y
Warrant, Failure to Appear.
Imogene Herndon, 60,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant, False Declaration
of Ownership in Pawn.
Lily Kauley, 58, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Custer
County Warrant.
L u i s Ro d r ig u e z , 37,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with City Charge Public
Intoxication.
William Har rison, 30,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
War rant, First Degree
Burglary.
Out on Bond
Nathan Doyle Clark Baker,

arrested and charged with
Driving a Motor Vehicle
while under Influence of
Alcohol.
Zakkery Shane Miller,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Possession
of Controlled Substance,
Enter Structure with Intent
to Commit Crime, Braking
and Entering.
Shelbie Nicole Wingo,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Possession of
Paraphernalia, Possession
of Controlled Substance,
Ent e r St r uct u re w it h
Intent to Commit Crime,
Breaking and Entering.
Kamber Fay G raham,
arrested by Custer County
Sheriff Office and charged
with Enter Structure with
Intent to Commit Crime,
Breaking and Entering.
Maria Jo Pena, Turned Self
In and charged with Failure
to Appear, Possession of
Cont rolled Dr ug with

Intent.
Jason Cates, arrested by
Grady County and charged
with Warrant Rule 8.
Ca nd ace Ma r ie Cole,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Aggravated
Driving under Influence,
Failure to Stop at Sign, No
Insurance.
Imogene Herndon, 60,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant, False Declaration
of Ownership in Pawn.
Lily Kauley, 58, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Custer
County Warrant.
Trevin Demarcus Hopkins,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
w it h Applicat ion to
Accelerate, Driving under
Inf luence, Aggravated
Driving under Influence.

ROBERT E.
REYNOLDS, MD
Oncology

CANCER
CARE
CLOSE
TO HOME

Weatherford Regional Hospital is pleased to bring
the first – and only – chemotherapy services to the
Weatherford community.
When it comes to your journey with cancer, you deserve
compassionate and exceptional care, close to home.
Robert E. Reynolds, MD, along with our excellent team of
specialists, is here for you every step of the way – from
your first screening to developing a personalized
treatment and recovery plan.
For more information about cancer care and treatment, visit

weatherfordhospital.com or call 580-774-4710.

3701 E. Main St. Weatherford, OK 73096
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Bulldogs of the Week are Lauren Ramey & Marquis Johnson
Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

Following a weekend of rivalry games at the Pioneer
Cellular Event Center, SWOSU Basketball standouts
Lauren Ramey and Marquis Johnson have been named
the newest Bulldogs of the Week. The award is brought
to you by Wright Wradio, the home of the Bulldogs over
the airwaves on both 95.5 'The Coyote' and 100.3 'Coyote
Classic.'
Ramey (Kiefer, Okla.) reached double figures in scoring
for the third time this season a she posted 11 points and six
rebounds on Saturday against #18 Southeastern Oklahoma
State. She knocked down 4-of-7 field goal attempts,
including 3-of-5 three-pointers, while getting a career-high
27 minutes of action. For the week, Ramey averaged 8.0
points, 4.5 rebounds and 1.0 blocked shots per game.
Johnson (Bethany, Okla.) remains SWOSU's third-leading
scorer, averaging 10.5 points per game for the year after
totaling 18 points in the Bulldogs rivalry matchups with
Northwestern and Southeastern. He reached double figures
in scoring for the sixth time this season with 10 points on
Thursday and he scored eight points while matching a
season-high with eight assists on Saturday against leagueleading SE.

Dunnington Legislation Looks to End Oklahoma’s Death Penalty
State Rep. Jason Dunnington (D-Oklahoma City)
filed House Bill 2876 for consideration during the 2020
legislative session. If passed and signed into law, the
measure will remove the death penalty from among the
options in Oklahoma for sentencing in capital cases.
“I’m proud to be a part of the important progress we’ve
made toward criminal justice reform,” Dunnington said.
“Oklahomans are becoming more aware of the wasted
costs of capital punishment, a system that provides no
deterrent to crime while flushing millions down the drain
that could be better spent on responses to violence that
actually work.”
Dunnington’s legislation found support from The Most

Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City.
“This is a bold proposal that addresses the disturbing
realities and inequity of capital punishment,” Coakley
said. “We don't end the cycle of violence by committing
more violence. In all of these crimes, we lost a life, and
the death penalty only serves to further devalue human
dignity. When available, we should choose non-lethal ways
to ensure justice and protect society.”
“This is neither a partisan nor an ideological proposal,”
Dunnington said. “The profound problems with the death
penalty are a concern for all Oklahomans, indeed for all
Americans. That is why Republicans and Democrats from
Alabama to Oregon are increasingly embracing the call for

a repeal of the death penalty.”
Dunnington detailed the primary objections to continued
use of the death penalty:
For every 10 inmates executed on death row in the US
since 1976, one inmate has been exonerated;
The taxpayer cost of incarceration for death row inmates
is more than twice that of inmates with life sentences;
There is no evidence to support that use of the death
penalty is an effective crime deterrent;
Families of victims routinely testify that executing the
convicted offers little consolation for their pain and loss.
The measure will be assigned for a committee hearing
in February.

January 22-28, 2020 • WestOK Weekly • Page 10

SWOSU Soccer Selected as GAC Program of the Decade

On the strength of four regular season and four tournament
championships in the first nine seasons of the league,
SWOSU Women's Soccer has been named the Great
American Conference Program of the Decade while
nine Bulldog student-athletes earned a spot on the GAC's
inaugural All-Decade Team.
SWOSU has won Great American Conference
championships in 2012, 2013, 2016 and 2019 while bringing
home the GAC Tournament title in 2012, 2013, 2017 and
2019. The Bulldogs have placed first or second in the
conference in seven-of-nine seasons and they've made three
appearances in the NCAA Division II National Tournament.
Head Coach Mark Persson has guided SWOSU to a record
of 105-53-21 (.645) overall in the past nine seasons while
winning 73.2% (64-19-14) of their conference games.
Over the course of the next few weeks, the Great American
Conference will reveal All-Decade teams for the 13 sports
for which the league sponsors a championship. The league
will also announce a 'Program of the Decade' for each
sports which goes to the team that earned the most points
and highest percentage of points based on the league's two
All-Sports trophies.

SWOSU's success during the Great American Conference
era has come thanks to several standout individuals, nine
of which earned a selection to the All-Decade Team.
Earning a selection from SWOSU were forwards Sandra
Nabweteme (2016-19) and Alimata Rabo (2016-18),
midfielders Josie Price (2011-12), Sarah Wilson (2015-18),
Jessica Carbonara (2011-13) and Olivia Butler (2014-17),
defenders Kira Bertrand (2011-13) and Erica Brunet (201518) and goalkeeper Courtney Flores (2013-16).
The original list of nominees consisted of players
that met at least one of the following three criteria:
earned an "Of the Year" award, named to at least two
All-GAC First Teams or at least three All-GAC teams.
The voting electorate consisted of GAC coaches, sports
information directors, athletic directors, senior woman
administrators and media members. The All-Decade
teams consisted of all nominees named on at least 50
percent of returned ballots.
Head Coach Mark Persson has announced that the 2019
Great American Conference Champion SWOSU Soccer
team will be hosting a season celebration on Monday,
January 27th, in the Skyview Suite of the Pioneer Cellular

Event Center.
"I'm very proud of the accomplishments of the 2019
SWOSU Soccer team and I look forward to recognizing
them with this season celebration," Persson said. "We
appreciate the support we receive here in Weatherford and
this event gives us an opportunity to share our success with
our community."
The dinner will begin at 6:00 pm and it is open to the
public with admittance to the event set by donation only,
with funds raised to help the team purchase their 2019
GAC Championship rings. The dinner is a way to honor
the players and coaches for their hard work, which resulted
in their fourth GAC Regular Season and Tournament
Championships. More recently, the SWOSU Soccer team
was named the Great American Conference's Women's
Soccer Program of the Decade.
If you are unable to attend the celebration, but would
like to donate to help with Conference Championship
rings, you may do so at www.givetoswosusoccer.com.
For more information about the dinner, or if you have
questions, contact Coach Persson at 774-7047 or mark.
persson@swosu.edu.

