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Kiwanis Pancake
Breakfast at Lucille’s

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Safina Banuelos/WW

Lane Gateley as Horton and Emmi Madden as Gertrude McFuzz performed in Southwest Playhouse’s
production of Suessical the Musical. Make sure you catch their performances Friday through Sunday,
February 21-23.

Lucille’s Roadhouse in Weatherford is putting on their
delicious pancake breakfast for the Kiwanis Club on
February 22nd from 7 AM - 1 PM. You can stop by
for an all-you-can-eat platter of smothered biscuits and
gravy, juicy ham, crispy bacon, and fluffy pancakes. All
of the food is provided for the Kiwanis Club by Lucille’s
for free.
Tickets for the breakfast are $10 for adults and $5
for kids 12-years old and under. Proceeds from the
breakfast go towards Kiwanis Club projects. These
include the Kiwanis Ballpark, the BUGS program at
West Elementary, and the Easter Egg Hunt for Burcham
Elementary. They also provide scholarships and events
for the youth of western Oklahoma.
Kiwanis Clubs are spread throughout the world and
are volunteer led programs that focus on the needs of
their community, particularly the needs of the children.
The pancake breakfast is Weatherford Kiwanis’s biggest
fundraiser. So, don’t forget to stop by, grab a plate, and
support our youth.
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Kenneth Madison Kennedy
Kenneth Madison Kennedy was born May 19, 1937,
near Geary, Oklahoma, to Thomas G. and Georgia Lillian
(Davidson) Kennedy. He passed away Monday, February
10, 2020, at his home in Weatherford, Oklahoma, at the age
of 82. Kenneth attended elementary school at the Bethany
Country School. He attended Greenfield Schools from the
5th grade until his graduation in 1955. Kenneth played
baseball, basketball, football, and was an active member of
the FFA. Kenneth then enlisted in the U.S. Army. Upon
his completion of service, he married Jean Duncan on
September 21, 1957, at the Greenfield Baptist Church. The
couple made their home near Greenfield and began their
farming operation. He and Jean moved to the home place
west of Greenfield in 1968 and lived there for many years.
They lived in Watonga for 11 years before retiring to an
acreage north of Weatherford. Over the course of his life,
he did many jobs, always enjoying being busy, especially
in his later years, but he was mainly a farmer and rancher
who was devoted to his wife, children, and grandchildren.
He loved attending his grandchildren’s sporting events and
activities. Kenneth served on the Greenfield School Board
for a number of years. He served as a Deacon, song leader,
and Sunday school teacher at the Greenfield Baptist Church
which he was a member of for nearly 50 years. He was a
member of the First Baptist Church in Weatherford, OK.
Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents Thomas and
Georgia Kennedy; siblings: Thomas G. Kennedy, Jr., Jesse
Glenn Kennedy, mother-in-law Lillie Johnson; brother-inlaw Ted Duncan; daughter-in-law Debbie Kennedy; and
granddaughter Kaci Kennedy.
Survivors include his wife Jean Kennedy of the home in
Weatherford, OK; 5 children: Donita Lucero of Weatherford,
OK; Mark Kennedy of Weatherford, OK; Caren Daugherty
and husband Jeff of Elk City, OK; Don Kennedy and
wife Christie of Broken Arrow, OK; Teresa France and
husband Greg of Watonga, OK; grandchildren: Patrick

Lucero, Michael Lucero, Meagan Morgan and husband
Rhodey; Matt Kennedy and wife Denice; Taler Broadbent
and husband Jared; Branson Daugherty, Christina Sell
and husband Jason; Lisa Thompson and husband James,
Sara Westlund and husband Joe; Cole Swaggart and wife
Makenzie; Harrison Kennedy, Bryant Eyster, Madison
Burton and husband Dillon; Karson Breeding and Tanner
France; 15 great grandchildren; 2 sisters: Maxine Peters of
Watonga, OK and Leora Harrison of Prosper, TX, as well
as numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
Kenneth’s family requests donations made in his memory
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital;   262 Danny Thomas Place
Memphis, TN 38105 or to Grace to You; PO Box 4000;
Panorama City, CA 91412. 800-55-GRACE .

Lewis Keith, Jr.
Funeral Services for Lewis Keith, Jr., 60, Elk City resident
were held 2:00 P.M., Tuesday, in the Erick Baptist Church,
officiated by Rev. Charlie Floyd. Burial concluded in the Erick
Cemetery under the direction of the Kiesau-Lee Funeral Home.
Lewis Leon Keith, Jr., along with twin sister, was
born October 17, 1959, in Long Beach, California,
and passed away Tuesday, Febr uar y 4, 2020,
in the Bell Avenue Nursing Home in Elk City, OK.
Lewis was raised in the Erick and Texola areas and
attended school in Erick. He entered the oilfield at an early
age and worked as a tool pusher and driller. He also did
body and fender work, a trade he learned from his father.
He was married to Kathy Colson in 1975 in Erick
and later married Donna Sands in 1987 in Erick, OK.
He attended the Baptist Church; he enjoyed messing with
old cars and riding motorcycles.
He was preceded in death by his parents and a niece
Stormie Keith. He is survived by his twin sister Lois
Cunningham and her husband Brian, Elk City, OK
and LuAnn Harbuck of Amarillo, TX; daughter,
RaShae Keith of Elk City; two sons: Lewis Keith, III
of Servern, Maryland and Jesse Keith of Wyoming.
He is also survived by four grandchildren: Isabella, Lilly,
Jasmine and Anastasia and two nephews: Robby Harbuck
and B.J. Smith and a niece Christina Allen and a host of
other family and friends.

Juanita Spence
Juanita Spence was a beloved wife, mother, daughter,
sister, aunt, grandmother, great grandmother and friend.
Juanita Spence, 74 of Elk City, Oklahoma, was born on
December 19, 1945, in Montgomery, Alabama. She is the
daughter of Vonti and Inez (Morrisweather) Missildine. She
passed away on February 9, 2020, at her home in Elk City,
Oklahoma, with her loving family by her bedside.
She married her best friend Robert Spence on December

7, 1979, in Hooker, Oklahoma. They resided in Hooker
until 1996 when they moved to Elk City to be closer to their
family. Juanita spent her working years cleaning houses,
apartments and the post office. She started every morning
by going to the town coffee shop, chatting and drinking
coffee with her friends When Juanita wasn’t working, she
enjoyed gardening, playing bingo, going fishing, bowling
and listening to music, especially Elvis Presley. Most
importantly, Juanita enjoyed spending time with her family
and loved ones.
Cherishing her memory is her husband Robert Spence
of the home, 2 sons: Kenneth Grissell and Ricky Clinton;
2 daughters: Carol Koehn and Sherry Hatfield; 4
grandsons: Pat Spence, Rob Koehn, Justin Koehn, and Eli
Hatfield; granddaughter Kelby Hatfield; and many more
grandchildren and several great grandchildren; brother
Tommy Missildine; 4 sisters: Mary Blair, Kathy Gibson,
Frances Missildine, and Maggie Missildine.
She is preceded in death by her parents Vonti and Inez
Missildine, 1 brother Robert Missildine, 2 sisters: Daney
Mearl Missildine and Linda King.

Zerita “Tommye” Kiesau
Funeral Services for Zerita
“Tom mye” K iesau, 94,
Clinton resident, were held
11:00 Saturday, February 15,
2020, in the Kiesau Memorial
Chapel, officiated by Buck
Nicholson and Dan Day.
Burial followed in the Clinton
Cemetery under the direction
of the Kiesau-Lee Funeral
Home.
Zerita Ozanna “Tommye”
(Thompson) Kiesau was born
September 19, 1925, to Arthur and Ollie (Hale) Thompson
in Eagle City, Oklahoma, and passed away Tuesday,
February 11, 2020, in the Grace Living Center in Clinton,
OK.
Zerita was raised in Eagle City and the Barnitz Creek area
and attended and graduated from Butler High School in
1943. She continued her education at the Western Oklahoma
School of Nursing. She was married to Vern Kiesau May
21, 1946, in Clinton. She worked as a Registered Nurse
in the Old Oklahoma General Hospital, and she was Dr.
Curtis Cunningham’s Office Nurse for several years and
then joined her husband in the Funeral business.
She was a member of the First Baptist Church, Jr. Service
League and the Merry Matrons Club and volunteered for
several other activities. She enjoyed traveling with Vern
in the RV, working and visiting with family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Vern,
son Randy and 10 brothers and sisters.
She is survived by son Tom Kiesau and wife Vickie of
Sapulpa, OK and brother Hal Thompson and wife Frieda
of Edinburg, TX.
He is also survived by two grandsons: Tyler Kiesau and
wife Stephanie of Sapulpa, OK and Trent Kiesau and wife
Tracey of Edmond; and five great-grandchildren: Grant,
(See Obits, Page 3)
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Obits

Continued from Page 2

Liberty Anne Sheldon
Liberty Anne Sheldon, 6 days
old, passed away peacefully in
her mothers arms on February
10th, 2020, at home. She was
born on February 4th, 2020,
at The Children's Hospital
in Oklahoma City, OK.
Liberty was able to spend
six wonderful days with her
parents and siblings before her
passing. She will be deeply
missed by her mommy, daddy, Dougie and Navi, and anyone
Survivors include her parents Bruce and Vallerie Sheldon
of Hobart, OK.; siblings: Dougie and Navi Sheldon;
grandparents: Anne Wilson and husband Rodney of
Wichita Falls, TX., Mark Harthun of Snyder, OK., Patsy
Lanig of Hobart, OK., Dwight Simpson of Maryland;
Uncle Alan Harthun of Snyder, OK.; aunts: Saprina
Faulk ner and husband Everett of Hobar t, OK
Rachel Saxon of Oklahoma City, OK.; and numerous cousins.
Preceded in death by her grandfather Jim Brooks.

Shawn Edward Lee
Shawn Edward Lee was born July 29, 1963, in Clinton,
OK., to Jack and Kay Lee of Clinton, OK. and passed away
Feb.5, 2020, in OKC, OK .
Shawn graduated from Clinton High School in 1981.
After graduation, he left Clinton for a few years to live in
the Carnegie area. He later relocated back to Clinton. He
enjoyed fishing, hunting, and being with friends. He grew
up coyote hunting, enjoying fast cars and wrestling. In his

later years, he loved to watch the OKC Thunder.
Shawn is survived by his son Daylond Self and wife,
Nicole; grandchildren: Breckyn, Harper, and Crue. Sisters,
Garla Wisdom, Robin Schimmel, Dionne (Dee) Schwab
and husband Bryan. His father Jack Lee and numerous
nephews and nieces.
Shawn is preceded in death by his mother Kay Lee; the love
of his life Beverly Van Loon and his grandparents- Cecil
& Kibby Lee, Ed & Lena Ray, and Gladys & Atlas Stone.
A Memorial Service will be February 22nd, 2020, at 2:00
pm, at United Methodist Church of Arapaho, officiated by
Dean Brookshier
In lieu of flowers, family requests donations to be made
to the OK MS Society, 2526 E 71st STR., Ste, A, Tulsa,
OK 74136.

Chuck Hutchinson
Chuck Hutchinson, 61, of Elk City, Oklahoma, was
born on November 23, 1958, in Dodge City, Kansas, to
Weldon Eugene and Verla Dean (Hughes) Hutchinson.
He went to be with his heavenly Father on February
11, 2020, at his residence in Elk City, Oklahoma.
Chuck attended Elk City Public Schools and graduated with
the Class of 1977. He married Lori Jean Lowry on March 22,
1980 and to this union two daughters were born; Tiffany and
Tara. He owned and operated CH Well Service. On March 15,
2017, he married Arlene Diane Smith in Elk City, Oklahoma.
He was an avid Oklahoma University Fan and was proud
to show it. Chuck loved riding his Harley and had almost
rode it to all fifty states including Alaska, twice. He
cherished every one of his children and grandchildren, all
seventeen of them. The grandkids all called him “Pappy,”
and he had no problem telling you about every one of the

grandkids on top of adding a few more that he just included
as family. He will be remembered for the love he showed
and taking care of his family, loved ones and friends.
Funeral Services were held at 10:00 a.m., Monday, February
17, 2019, at the First Baptist Church, Elk City, Oklahoma.
Rev. Larry Parvin officiated . Services was entrusted to the
care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home in Elk City, Oklahoma.
Cherishing his memory is wife Arlene of the home;
mother Verla Hutchinson of Elk City, Oklahoma; two
daughters, Tiffany Shelton and her husband, Andy, Tara
Price and her husband, Josh all of Elk City, Oklahoma;
three step-sons, Cliff Lopez and his wife Stevie of Foss,
Oklahoma, Daniel Lopez and his wife Shakera of Elk
City, Oklahoma, Brandon Lopez and his wife Kristen
of Canute, Oklahoma; seventeen grandchildren: Tayte
Shelton of Elk City, Oklahoma, Micahla Lopez of New
Mexico, Aubry Shelton of Elk City, Oklahoma, Kelby
Lopez of New Mexico, Melaine Lopez, Aryen Lopez,
Donnie Lopez all of Elk City Oklahoma, Cadence Lopez
of Canute, Oklahoma; Lilly Lopez of Elk City, Oklahoma,
Hunter Lopez of Canute, Oklahoma, Charlie Lopez,
Victoria Lopez, Lowry Price, Kyle Lopez, Liliana Price,
Jayse Lopez all of Elk City, Oklahoma; Leland Lopez of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; one brother Mark Hutchinson
and his wife Jeri of Elk City, Oklahoma; two sisters-in-law:
Rita Hutchinson of Minco, Oklahoma; Sally Hutchinson
of Elk City, Oklahoma; numerous nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his father Weldon Eugene
Hutchinson; two brothers: Randy Hutchinson and
Larry Hutchinson; one nephew Jason Hutchinson.
Memorials can be made to the charity of your choice in
care of Martin-Dugger Funeral Home, P.O. Box 707, Elk
City, Oklahoma 73648. Online condolences can be sent to
the family by using the online guest book at www.martinduggerfuneralhome.com.
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Luttrell, Walke to Co-Chair House Native American Caucus

Guests from several Native American tribes were in
attendance recently for this legislative session’s first
meeting of the Oklahoma House of Representatives’
Native American Caucus.
During the meeting, it was announced that State Rep.
Ken Luttrell (R-Ponca City) will serve as co-chair
of the caucus this year alongside Rep. Collin Walke
(D-Oklahoma City).
“I thank the members and our tribal friends for the
trust they have placed in me to serve in this capacity,”
Luttrell said. “I look forward to working with Rep.
Walke and the caucus as we develop and promote policy
that is beneficial to the tribal nations, Oklahoma and all
citizens.”
Luttrell previously served on the executive board of the
National Caucus of Native American State Legislators.
He represents numerous tribes in his district and is an
enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation.
Walke said, “I’m honored to serve with Rep. Luttrell
for the Native American Caucus. There are many issues
affecting tribal members in our state, and I look forward
to working collaboratively with them as we move this
state forward.”
Walke is an enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation.

Former State Rep. Lisa Billy, a Chickasaw Tribal
councilwoman, was a founding member of the House
Native American Caucus, which was formed during
her first term in office in 2006. She said she and
former Rep. Paul Wesselhoft, a representative of the
Citizen Pottawatomie Nation, started the caucus after
brainstorming ways to bring a voice for tribal people
together with state lawmakers.
“There was really no voice at the time and no model for
us to rely on,” Billy said. “The national Native American
Caucus was not even in existence at the time.”
She said she and Wesselhoft started having conversations
with other Native American legislators at national
gatherings and came together with the goal of bringing
tribal leaders together with elected leaders at the state
Capitol. She said their first big idea was to host a large
reception, inviting every tribal leader to attend. She said
the event turned out to be a wonderful success and gained
lots of support from the tribes and lawmakers.
Former Rep. Shane Jett soon reached out asking if he
could help. Newspaper coverage of the caucus also helped
gain attention.
The caucus soon realized that many members of the
Legislature at the time did not know which tribal nations
their legislative districts fell within. She and other caucus
members worked with House staff to create GIS maps
that showed tribal nation boundaries intersecting with

Weatherford Junior Hydro-Eakly Junior
Bentlee Robinson Joseph McPhearson
Pages for Speaker
Pages for Speaker
Pro Tem Wright
Pro Tem Wright

House and Senate district boundaries. They also worked
to connect each legislator with the tribal leaders in their
districts.
Billy said an early goal of the House Native American
Caucus was to make sure it was bipartisan.
“Tribal issues are not going to be partisan necessarily,”
she said. “We felt we needed to have a voice from both
sides.”
She said she was excited this year to see a return to a
bipartisan leadership for the caucus.
She also is excited Rep. Luttrell was chosen to serve as
a co-chair as she has worked with him in the Legislature
in the past.
“Ken has the drive and always has had a very passionate
voice,” Billy said. “I’m thrilled he’s willing to share his
passion and his experience. He wants what is best for
people, and that’s what you want in a leader.”
Billy said while she has not yet had the opportunity to
work with Rep. Walke, she appreciates his determination
and his willingness to represent tribal members in their
legislative concerns.
Billy said she wants to see the House Native American
Caucus continue having conversations about issues that
affect the tribes in Oklahoma.
“When we communicate and work together, we can do
better,” she said. “It’s about bringing unity.”
That is a goal Luttrell and Walke say they share.

SWOSU Senior
Salute Planned
March 2-3

SWOSU graduating seniors can take care of their
graduation needs March 2-3 at the Memorial Student Center
Ballroom on the Weatherford campus.
SWOSU Senior Salute is a one-stop-shop for graduation
needs. Seniors can pick up their complimentary cap, gown
and tassel, and Jostens’ representatives are on hand to help
order graduation announcements and class rings. All seniors
who plan to participate in May graduation activities are
encouraged to attend.
The event runs 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. on March 2 and 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m. on March 3. For more information, contact
Ashley Hancock at ashley.hancock@swosu.edu.
SWOSU convocations are set for May 7-9. Additional
information about the different ceremonies can be found
at www.swosu.edu/commencement.
Bentlee Robinson, a junior at Weatherford High School,
served as a page for House Speaker Pro Tempore Harold
Wright (R-Weatherford) at the state Capitol the week of
Feb. 10-13, 2020.
Bentlee is the daughter of Carter and Tosha Robinson. She
is a Vacation Bible School leader, an Early Bird reader and
a food bank volunteer. She is involved in soccer and cross
country. She also is a National Honor Society member,
treasurer of her junior class, a student council member and
in the Leadership program at WFD High School. She was
MVP of her soccer team.
House pages run messages to legislators while they are in
the chamber or committee meetings. Pages also participate
in a mock session, in which they learn legislative procedure
and how to write, present and debate legislation.
“I appreciate Bentlee’s willingness to serve my office
as a page this week and her enthusiasm for learning the
process of government,” Wright said. “Bentlee’s family,
teachers and community leaders can be very proud of her
accomplishments.”

Joseph McPhearson, a junior at Hydro-Eakly High
School who lives in Weatherford served as a page
for House Speaker Pro Tempore Harold Wright
(R-Weatherford) at the state Capitol the week of Feb.
10-13, 2020.
Joseph is the son of Ricky and Teresa McPhearson. He
performs community service at the food pantry and reads
to the lower grades in school. He is in speech, drama,
debate team, choir, track and cross country. He made
all-state choir and maintains a 4.0 grade-point average.
House pages run messages to legislators while they
are in the chamber or committee meetings. Pages also
participate in a mock session, in which they learn
legislative procedure and how to write, present and
debate legislation.
“I appreciated very much the service Joseph performed
in his duties as a page at the state Capitol and his
interest in state government,” Wright said. “Joseph is
an exceptional young man who represented his family,
school and community in the best way this week.”
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WFRC Volunteer of Month January 2020 "The Coin Guy"

The Smallest Gold
Coin in the World

Weatherford Food & Resource Center’s January
Volunteer of the Month is Mike Copeland. Mike began
volunteering in October 2016 and has put in a total of 214
hours in the WFRC warehouse. He lives in Weatherford
with his wife, Arlee, and daughter, Makenzie. Mike owns
and operates Mammoth Petroleum Consulting. Fishing,
traveling, and stuffed peppers from Green Chili Kitchen
are some of his favorite things. A fun fact about Mike
is that he has done some work for NASA – by using
nitrogen, Mike pressure tested giant vessels used for storing

NASA’s testing and launching gasses for spaceships. His
most memorable moment at WFRC is when a client told
him, “I don’t know what I would do without the help of
Weatherford Food & Resource Center.” Mike volunteers
because he wants to give back to his community by putting
food in bellies and smiles on faces. Join the fight against
hunger in western Oklahoma by signing up to volunteer at
http://signup.com/go/SNSMWW or by contacting Kendra
at (580) 774-5377 or volunteer@weatherfordfrc.org.

What happens when a coin
with novel design is offered
by a mint with a very low
mintage? It creates a novel
coin with a fast sell-out and
its value increases on the
secondary market.
The Swiss mint, in
Switzerland, offered the
smallest gold coin in the
world for sale on January
23, 2020. Its size is 2.96
millimeters and weighs 0.063
Trent Boesen
gram which is smaller than a
match head. Each one sold came with a magnifying glass
so its owner can look at it.
One side shows the legendary Albert Einstein sticking
out his tongue. The mintage of only 999 coins created an
instant sell-out. Producing the dies to mint it was painstaking to say the least.
The smallest gold coin in the world sold for $205. One
sold on eBay for $2,600.
Do you have questions about coins but didn’t know who
to ask? Call the Coin Guy at 580-890-8076 so we can meet
at Jerry’s to discuss them. Thanks for reading.

Wright, Russ Commend Dr. Mann for Work to Preserve Native American Culture

House Speaker Pro Tempore Harold Wright
(R-Weatherford) and State Rep. Todd Russ (R-Cordell)
recently honored Dr. Henrietta Mann for her work to
preserve American Indian Culture on the floor of the House
of Representatives.
Wright and Russ are House authors of House Concurrent
Resolution 1014, which commends Dr. Mann for her
distinguished career in teaching Native American studies,
furthering the educational opportunities for members of
American Indian tribes and being a strong advocate for the
preservation of American Indian culture. Sens. Darcy Jech
(R-Kingfisher) and Brent Howard (R-Altus) are Senate
authors of the resolution.
“Dr. Mann’s contributions of teaching Native American
history and working to preserve the culture of our first
nations’ people is invaluable to all of society,” Wright
said. “Her knowledge and her dedication to sharing it with
others is truly a gift. To be able to recognize her at the State
Legislature is just one small way we can honor such an
incredible woman.”
Russ said, “It was a delight to help recognize Dr. Mann on
the House floor for her many outstanding accomplishments
in preserving the culture of our tribal nations.”
The resolution notes that Dr. Mann, a member of
the Cheyenne Tribe who grew up in Hammon, OK,
is a renowned scholar and academic leader who has
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championed the preservation of American Indian culture,
traditions and language.
A 1951 graduate of Hammon High School, Dr. Mann

holds a bachelor’s degree from Southwestern Oklahoma
State University, a master’s from Oklahoma State
University and a doctorate in American studies from the
University of New Mexico.
Dr. Mann was the first Cheyenne woman to graduate
from college who went on to have a distinguished
academic career teaching Native American studies
throughout the United States, according to the resolution.
Dr. Mann held positions at the University of California,
Harvard, the University of Montana and Montana State
University. She also is noted as an early leader in promoting
Native American studies and stressing the importance
of preserving the cultures of American Indian tribes.
Accordingly, she has received many awards and accolades
for her work, including being elected to the National
Academy of Education in 2016, being named one of the
50 Unsung Heroes/50 States by Money Magazine in 2014,
being presented with the first lifetime Achievement Award
of the Native American Student Advocacy Institute in 2013,
and being named one of the country’s top ten professors by
Rolling Stone Magazine in 1991.
Dr. Mann was a founding member of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribal College, located on the campus of
Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford.
Since the college closed in 2015, Dr. Mann has devoted
her time to furthering the goal of completing the American
Indian Culture Center and Museum in Oklahoma City,
recently renamed the First Americans Museum.
She is quoted as saying, “Cheyennes believe we are each
put on earth for a purpose. I am fulfilling that purpose.”
Wright noted that Dr. Mann indeed has fulfilled her
purpose admirably and with distinction.

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for
more information…Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are
in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875
Happy Birthday Wishes for February 19th- Angela Flaming, Butch Marshall, Curtis Garrison, David Bergman,
Denise Barthel, Derek Creswell, Don Prock, James Cupp, Janet Helt, Jennifer Davidson, Jonathon Pebley, Julie Pickett,
Richard Phelps, Shane Cannon; February 20th- Alanna Gay, Alicia Patterson, Catherine Crawley, Elane Cain, Jacob
Bass, Jerry Atteberry, Kristi Chauncey, Lacey Scheffler, Linda Stoffe, Luke Hobbs, Marie Perigo, Melanie Torres, Richard
McPhetridge, Steven Land, Tristan Green, Ward Maynard; February 21st- Cindy Groth, Jackie Aaron, Jackie Price,
Mark Shadid, Phillip Lanier, Ryan Houck, Terry McClemore; February 22nd- Bill Bendure, Bob Huddleston, Charles
Megli, Dorothy Kutch, Ferrel Roles, Joshoa Salinas, Kyle Jeffers, Maralea Kliewer, Marcia Matz, Ralph May, Rhonda
Weil, Rick Freeman, Steven Mejia; February 23rd- Aubrey Crowder, Brad Meadrum, Carl Baily, Diego Martinez,
Dorothy Isaak, Freda Schutes, Jessica Zibell, Kristin Sweeney, Marti Brooks, Mervine Koch, Michaela Pullum, Paige
Bradley, Yatina Wreath; February 24th- Bill George, Britton Linstead, Claude Snider, Harrison Cornell, Kristen
Kelley, Mizie Mol, Monica Smith; February 25th- Ann Seals, Annie Ellis, Brianna Farrow, Donald Smith, Dorinda
Hart, Gary Severn, Heather Livingston, Kimberly Meltz, Larry Joe Taylor, Marguerite Parker, Mike Hill, Zan Warde.

SPORTS
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Pres ented b y:

Lady Bulldogs Claim Second Straight Road Win, Clinch GAC Tournament Berth

Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

Behind 24 points from freshman Makyra Tramble and
a double-double from senior Tyra Aska, the SWOSU
Women's Basketball team defeated Southern Nazarene
63-51 on Saturday at the Sawyer Center in Bethany.
The victory caps off a season-sweep of SNU by the
Lady Dawgs and moves SWOSU into a three-way tie for
third place in the Great American Conference standings
with the Crimson Storm and Henderson State – who
happens to be SWOSU's next opponent. The victory
also secured the Lady Bulldogs a spot in the 2020
GAC Tournament, which will begin on March 5th in
Bartlesville.
SWOSU got off to a slow start on Saturday and they
trailed 15-9 with 1:04 to play in the first quarter before
closing out the quarter on a 7-0 run, which included a
runout layup from Maddie Sperle as time expired to
make it 16-15. The Lady Dawgs carried that momentum
into the second quarter, where they outscored SNU 14-6
to build an advantage of 30-21 at the break.
The lead was pushed to 12 points on multiple occasions
in the third quarter, but the Lady Dawgs were forced
to hold off a late SNU run as the Crimson Storm got
within five points at the end of the third. SWOSU was
leading 45-42 with just under nine minutes to play when
they got two of the biggest shots of the game in backto-back possessions from freshman Maddy North, who
connected on two three-pointers and pushed the lead nine
points with 8:08 to play. From that point on, the Lady
Bulldogs lead was never any fewer than seven points
as they pushed ahead for their third straight victory and
fifth in the past six games.

Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

steals in just 12 minutes of action.
SWOSU is now 17-7 on the year and 12-6 in
conference play with four games to go in the regular
season. The Lady Bulldogs are now headed to
Arkadelphia, Ark., next weekend and they'll open the
road trip at Henderson State on Thursday night.

Dawgs Unable to Weather Early Storm

Bulldog Basketball fell behind early on Saturday at
league-leading Southern Nazarene and they could never
catch up as they dropped a 72-57 decision to the Crimson
Storm.
SWOSU made just one field goal through the first eight
minutes, at which point they already faced a 23-3 deficit
that would prove to be insurmountable. The Crimson

Doug Self

Tramble led the way with 24 points, eight rebounds,
three assists, three steals and one blocked shot while
Aska notched her second double-double of the season
with 12 points and 11 rebounds in addition to five steals
and three assists. North came off the bench to set a new
career-high with 11 points while also recording three

Storm went on to hit 10 three-pointers in the first half to
build a 44-18 lead at the break. SWOSU outscored SNU
by 11 after the intermission, but the final score was the
closest they got since the opening minutes.
Of the 12 different players who saw time for SWOSU,
11 scored, but Bethany native Marquis Johnson was the
long player in double figures with 10 points to go along

with six rebounds and three steals. Jaylan Williams
added nine points after knocking down 3-of-7 three-point
attempts.
SWOSU (12-12, 8-10 GAC) continues their push to
qualify for the GAC Tournament next weekend, when
they head to Arkadelphia, Ark., to face Henderson State
and Ouachita.

Baseball Hammers ECU in Series Finale

SWOSU Sports Information Director

After splitting with East Central on Saturday, the
SWOSU Baseball team finished off their opening Great
American Conference series with a commanding 16-4
victory on Sunday in Ada to win the series 2-1.
The Bulldogs scored first and scored often, putting
runs on the board in 7-of-9 frames while scoring multiple
runs in five different innings. SWOSU had 23 hits in the
game, including nine extra-base hits, and six different
players had multiple hits. Drew White led the way,
going 4-for-4 with three doubles and seven RBI while
Alex Bedard was 5-for-6 with two doubles and five runs
scored. Jackson Dietel went 2-for-6 with a home run and

three RBI and Miguel Soto, Adam Theis and Nicolas
Dore had three hits apiece.
Carter Hogan (1-0) picked up the win after holding
ECU without an earned run while allowing four hits in
5.0 innings of work. Three relievers – Ryan Hildner,
Vance Ferraro and Chase Hamilton – combined to
allowed two runs on five hits over the final 4.0 innings
to wrap up the game.
With the series win, SWOSU improves to 5-2 on the
year and 2-1 in conference play to open the season.
Next up for the Dawgs is a three-game set against
Southeastern next weekend at the Athletic Complex in
Weatherford.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

ACCOUNTING-Career
Opportunity! Full-Time or Part
Time! 35 Year Old Company!
Quickbooks experience 3
years or more! Accounting
Job experience 3 years or
more! Guaranteed Hours!
Flexible Hours! Long-Term
Job Opportunity! Pay Range
$10-$16/hour depending on
experience! Apply at 609 E. Tom
Stafford. Weatheford!

deer rifle. (405) 639-9667

84’ Harley XLX- 61 cubic
inches, sportster, S&S carb.,
dual straights, low miles, $3,500.
(405) 637-8137
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

For Sale- (2) recliners. $30/each.
(2) Brass lamps. $25 for the pair.
(580) 330-3489

BUSINESS SRVCS/
PRODUCTS

For Sale- Acorn brand chair lift,
good working condition, extends
up to 15ft. $1,500. (580) 4457314

Cartwheel Coins of Custer
County has silver coins for
sale. I live in Weatherford. (580)
890-8076 thisoldcoin@yahoo.
com Trent

For Sale- Blue and white
checkered/plaid country cottage
sofa and loveseat with floral inlay
pillows, in excellent condition.
(580) 772-6221

AUTOMOBILES & AUTO
MISC.

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

13’ Toyota Camry LE- 149k
miles, hail damage, one owner.
(580) 661-3079

For Sale- Laying hens for sale
$14/hen. Cage-free eggs, $2/
dozen. (918) 207-2330

Society. Kittens, cats, puppies
and dogs available. You can
browse adoptable animals at www.
okfflas.org

Free Cats- (4) female cats
all ages, needs rehomed. All
spayed. Ask for Kem. (580)
819-2889
Rescue male dog. Fixed. Up to
date on shots. Please message
Ronda for pics and info Thx.
(580) 302-1720
MISC
For Sale- BEEF! Natural grass
fed longhorn beef, 95% lean, no
hormones, non-GMO. Can sell a
few pounds or up to a whole beef,
Fay, Ok, 580-445-8223.
Beef for Sale- natural grass fed

beef, no hormones or chemicals
used, no GMO feeds given, 95%
lean. Can sell 1lb. up to a whole
beef. First come, first serve.
(580) 309-0135

Trail Rides by Horseback-

For Sale - Sears Table Saw with
extended table and on wheels.
Used very little, Excellent
Condition $175. Sears Air
Compressor, 7 1/2 gallon tank
with hose, Very Good Condition
$75. Weatherford 580 330
0160.

horses provided, hayrides,
hayride & cookout, riding
lessons, lunch/dinner rides, bring
your horse too and more! Like us
on Facebook. Old Caldwell Trail
Stables. 2 mi. SE of Fay, Ok.
www.oldcaldwelltrail.com. (580)
309-0135.

For Sale- (4) 225/60R/16,
wheels and tires. $290 for set.
(580) 330-3489

For Sale- Troybilt garden tiller
with 7hp motor, like new. $600.
8N Ford tractor, good condition.
$1,500. (580) 729-0001

F R E S H P E A N U T S - R a w,

14’ Nissan Frontier- 4x4,
extended cab, runs good, looks
rough. $5,500. (580) 661-1676

For Sale- Round bales of Oat
hay. $65/each. (580) 330-0719

Mixed Dry/Seasoned
Firewood! $95/rick. Self
Load! $120/rick delivered in
Weatherford! Call (580) 7727665 or (580) 330-2454

11’ Infiniti QX56- sport utility,
fully loaded, well maintained, no
accident. (580) 819-2441
For Sale- pick-up bedliner vinyl
drop in for short-bed. One year
p;d, fits Chevy Silverado shortbed. $65. (580) 772-7353

18’ GMC Acadia Denali- 5,500
miles, one owner, $35,500. (405)
952-4641

RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES
13’ Harley Davidson- XL 1200C
Custom Sportster, low mileagle,
lots of extra. $5,950 OBO. (580)
772-8654 or (405) 233-3220
For Sale- Pop-up tent trailer and
camper. $400 or will trade for a

For Sale- 40” Wood lathe,
4-speed, good condition. $75.
with stand $125. Ford 4ft scraper
blade. $100. (580) 772-7530 or
(580) 302-2496
For Sale- 2014 John Deere
5055E MFWD, 55hp, 136 hours,
H240 loader. (580) 445-5511

Roasted, In-shell, Peanut
Brittle, www.gooberhouse.com.
Carnegie, 580-654-1175

Fresh cut Bermuda grass
hay! ! Horse quality! Sprayed/

Heavily fertilized! We load!! $10-$14
square bales (55lbs)! Weatherford.
(580) 330-2454

PETS & ANIMALS

For Sale- Proform Treadmill,
$75. (580) 890-9090

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS - at
the Friends For Life Animal

For Sale- Custom made Solid
Oak Rocking Horse - or - Solid
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Advertising deadline
Fridays at 3:00 p.m.

(580) 772-5939 • sales@westokweekly.com

Oak Rocking Motorcycle. Must
see to appreciate. 580-7720692
For Sale- Men’s clothing, coats,
pants, shirts, shoes, some new.
(580) 772-2300
For Sale- Pick-up toolbox,
midsize, fair condition. $50. (580)
302-2496 or (580) 772-7530
For Sale- 30,000 BTU heater.
$125. (580) 661-3079
For Sale- US Stamp Album. lots
of old stamps, Thomas OK. $30.
(580) 890-9442
For Sale- 1,400 sq ft carpet, soft
green, excellent condition. $700.
(580) 445-7314
For Sale- Quality leather
footwear, new and like new.
White’s Dri-Fast sportsmans,
10” boot, 9W. USA rocky sport
chukar, 5” boot, 81/2M. St. Johns
Boat deck Loafer, 8W. Justin
Cowboy, 13” boot, 8 1/2W, USA.
Hanover Dress wingtips, master
flex, 7 1/23E, USA. Can text pics.
(580) 772-2493. Wford.
For Sale- Harley Chaps unisex,
black large like new big silver
conchos. $100. Vintage chaps
black leather. $50. Black leather
vest size 12, black leather short
skirt size 12, long black leather
shirt. size 12, $50 for set. Lamb
skin long chocolate leather coat
size large. $75 with matching
gloves $10. Tapestry purse, $10.
Like newbrown patent leather
croc print heels, size 8 1/2. $10.
Cash only. (405) 848-5096 or
(405) 885-2750

WANTED
NEED- The Christian store is
taking donations. Clothes, toys,
dishes, anything you would like
to donate. (580) 291-3875
Looking for working push mower
lawnmower! Vinyl records rock
and country! (580) 343-2155
Wanted: person to put in a
walk-in shower?call 580-3021621 for appt?

ROBERT E.
REYNOLDS, MD
Oncology

CANCER
CARE
CLOSE
TO HOME

Weatherford Regional Hospital is pleased to bring
the first – and only – chemotherapy services to the
Weatherford community.
When it comes to your journey with cancer, you deserve
compassionate and exceptional care, close to home.
Robert E. Reynolds, MD, along with our excellent team of
specialists, is here for you every step of the way – from
your first screening to developing a personalized
treatment and recovery plan.
For more information about cancer care and treatment, visit

weatherfordhospital.com or call 580-774-4710.

3701 E. Main St. Weatherford, OK 73096
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS
CORDELL POLICE DEPARTMENT WARNS
OF SCAM- Another scam has been circulating around
western Oklahoma. This one has to do with calls where
the caller claims to be from Medicaid. Cordell Police
Chief Brandon Rogers says if you receive this type of call
or any others that are suspicious, you should report it to
law enforcement and to call your bank if you have given
out any information.
WEATHERFORD- FIRE DEPARTMENT
TRAINING- A mid-year training conference will again
be held this summer by the Weatherford Fire Department.
Fire Chief Mike Karlin says this is the 4th year for the
event, Karlin says there will be several speakers and hands
on training opportunities. He says the training conference
is projected to attract some 300-500 participants. It will
be held June 25th- 28th.
CLINTON- BOND FAILS- Voters in the Clinton
School District rejected a bond issue for new and
remodeled classrooms in the district. The proposition
got just over 50% support but needed a super majority
of 60% for passage. District Superintendent Kevin Hime
expressed his disappointment.
KIMBERLINS PRETRIAL HEARING- A Dill City
man who was sentenced to 20 years prison in Washita
County District court in November has been allowed to
withdraw is plea of no contest to first degree rape. Fortyone- year-old Patrick John Kimberlin has again been
bound over on the charge during a preliminary hearing

Mike Smith News Director

held late last month. Authorities say Kimberlin committed
the offence against a woman at a Dill City home in July
2018. A pre-trial hearing for Kimberlin is planned for
February 27th.
WEATHERFORD- CHICK-FIL-A- The owner
operator of a Chick-Fil-A in the Oklahoma City area and
was in Weatherford to speak to the economic development
foundation. Weatherford native Aaron Weast addressed
the question, “Why not a Chick-Fil-A in Weatherford?”
Weast says he has suggested Weatherford as a site.
However, he stressed that Weatherford could be the right
site as a location, but it may not be the right time in relation
to economic growth.
W E AT H E R F O R D - S C H O O L D I S T R I C T
PROJECTS- Bids were opened for construction of
two new elementary schools in the Weatherford School
District Project Manager, Shawn Bonner, of Joe D. Hall
Construction says at quick glance, the bids appear to be
in-line with the budget. The district will call for a special
meeting in the next several days to award the bids.
WEATHERFORD- SALES TAX RECEIPTSDespite a decline of 6.3% in sales tax receipts for the
month of December, Economic Development Director
Yolanda Creswell says the decline is not a surprise, as the
city projects a flat budget for this fiscal year. Year-to-date,
the city is down 9.9% in sales tax receipts, collecting just
over $1.7 million.

PUBLIC RECORDS
Arrested
D w a y n e Fo r d , 5 6 ,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant, Rule 8.
James Dyer, 27, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Public
Intoxication, Transporting
Open Container of Beer.
Marco Borjas, 20,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant, Driving under
Inf luence, Transporting
Open Container of Beer.
K ayl a n Na r a njo, 20,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant.
Jef f r e y Ba g ge t t , 26 ,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with No Driver’s License,
Obstructing an Officer,
Custer County Warrant.
Joe Moss, 53, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Custer
County Warrant.
Raul Perez, 49, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Custer
County Warrant.
W i l l i a n W i l s o n , 49,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with Public Intoxication.
Ashley Michele Trammell,
40, arrested by Elk city
Police department and
charged with Distribute
Controlled Dangerous
Substance.
Charles Edward Wingfield
III, 30, arrested by Elk
city Police department and
charged with Beckham
County Warrant.
Faith Lynn Harryman, 22,
arrested by Elk city Police

department and charged
with Beckham County
Warrant.
I s a a c L e r oy O x fo r d
Whitecrow, 19, arrested by
Elk city Police department
and charged with Local
Warrant.
Kezley Aaron Hedgepeth,
23, arrested by Elk city
Police department and
charged with Custer County
Warrant.
Destiny Nicole Janine
Keith, 22, arrested by Elk
city Police department and
charged with Petit Larceny.
M i c h a e l R u b i o , 37,
arrested by Elk City Police
Department and charged
with Local Warrant.
Jamie Denise Fisher, 28,
arrested by Elk City Police
Department and charged
with Dr iving u nder
Influence, Child Neglect.
Juan Antonio AlvarezCalderon, 28, arrested by
Elk City Police Department
and charged with Domestic
by Strangulation.
Devin James Costello,
23, arrested by Elk City
Police Department and
charged with Driving under
Influence.
Out on Bond
Sierra Dawn Delgado,
arrested by Washita County
and charged with Possession
of Controlled Dangerous
Substance, Destroying
Evidence.
Kezley Aaron Hedgepeth,
arrested by Elk City Police
Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant.
Stephen Lee Mohr, arrested
by Canadian County and
charged with Contempt.
Marco Borjas, 20,
arrested by Clinton Police

Department and charged
with Custer Cou nt y
Warrant, Driving under
Inf luence, Transporting
Open Container of Beer.

Kaylan W Naranjo, arrested
by Custer County Sheriff’s
Office and charged with
Failure to Appear, No Valid
Driver’s License.

Ravon Tyral Henderson,
arrested by Oklahoma
H ig hw ay Pa t r ol a n d
charged with Possession of
Marijuana, Driving under
Suspension, Driving under
Influence-Drugs, Speeding
26-30 Over, Transporting
Open Container -Liquor.

Justin Perez, Turned Self In
and charged with Failure to
Appear, Domestic Assault
and Battery in Presence of
Minor.

Seth Alexander Knight,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Possession of
Marijuana, Actual Physical
Control under Influence, No
Registration Light.
Benjamin Willis
Pa t t e r s o n R o b i n s o n ,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Possession
of Controlled Dangerous
Substance, Possession
of Paraphernalia, Fail to
Display Headlamps.
Ja mes Hoy t Steele,
arrested by Thomas Police
Department and charged
with Failure to Appear.
Trey Allen Lee, Turned Self
In and charged with Failure
to Appear, Warrant.
Adam Michael Ramos,
arrested by Oklahoma
County and charged with
Failure to Appear, Warrant.
Nolan Kelvin Tate, arrested
by Woods County and
charged with Warrant.
Michele Lee Warledo,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Warrant.
Jeffrey Allen Baggett, 26,
arrested by Clinton Police
Department and charged
with No Driver’s License,
Obstructing an Officer,
Custer County Warrant.

Joshua David Arguello,
arrested by Sapulpa Police
Department and charged
with Failure to Appear,
Warrant.
Joe Davis Moss, arrested by
Clinton Police Department
and charged with Failure
to Appear, Driving under
Suspension.
Rob e r t L ou ise Ros s ,
arrested by Blaine County
Sheriffs Office and charged
with Failure to Appear,
Warrant.
Grant Lee Denton, arrested
by Blaine County Sheriff’s
Office and charged with
Burglary Second Degree,
Trespassing after being
Forbidden.
Paul Henry Hawthorne,
Turned Self In charged with
Impose.
Christopher Gene Jenkins,
Turned Self In charged with
Failure to Appear, Warrant.
Darrean Thompson, Turned
Self In charged with Bogus
Check.
Alexis Barraza, arrested
by Weatherford Police
Department and charged
with Rear Mounted Brake
Lamp, Operating Motor
Vehicle without Valid
License.
R o b e r t Jo s e p h G i l l ,
arrested by Weatherford
Police Department and
charged with Driving under
Influence, No Insurance,
Expired Tag, No Valid
Driver’s License.

Higher Ground

Putting Jesus on Display
During the ice storm of 2002, travelers on
I-40 would see the exit signs for Weatherford
and knew that a town was supposed to be there
but it was strangely dark. It was dark because
the source of light was cut off by broken power Jim Morrison
lines. During World War II, England was being
bombed and as much as possible, all lights were extinguished. A
popular song of the day was, “When the lights come on again, all
over the world.” The evil of Nazism was threatening to destroy the
light of freedom.
In The Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said to his followers, “You are
the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do
men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but set it on a stand, and
it gives light to all in the house.” Matt. 5:14,15
In his excellent commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, William
Barclay sets forth some observations that are helpful. Jesus had
called himself “the light of the world” John 9:5, so he was asking
them no more than they become like himself. II Corinthians 3:18
describes new Christians as “being transformed into His likeness.”
Houses in the day of Jesus had little natural light. There was
usually only one circular window with a diameter of about 18
inches. So it was very important that the light be placed on a stand
where it could do the most good. It was not so easy to restart a
lamp before the day of matches so, often, the wick was floating on a
stand in a sea of oil and during the day an earthen basket was placed
over it for safety’s sake.
The purpose of the light was to be seen, to give off as much light
as possible. If we are to put Jesus on display in the world, we cannot
do so in secret. There is no such thing as secret discipleship. In vs.
16, Jesus goes on to say, “Let your light so shine before men that
they may see your good works and praise your father in heaven.”
Our Christianity should not just be visible in the church as we
teach, sing or serve. It must be visible in the marketplace as well.
It should be practiced in the home, on the job, on the playing field,
and in the everyday responses to life’s conflicts. It must as a part
of the language we use and the literature we read.
Of course, there is a danger here. Jesus was quick to criticize
the Pharisees because of their delight in showing off their
religiosity by public displays of long prayers and their gifts.
So, we must be careful to acknowledge that the source of all
the light we have to do good is bound up in the power of the
Holy Spirit residing within us.
Just as the moon has no light of its own, simply reflecting the light
of the sun, just so, the light that shines through us is a reflection of
the Son of God. So, let us praise God for His light and set about to
make much of Him in all that we do.
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Maddy North and Drew White are Newest Bulldogs of the Week
Doug Self

SWOSU Sports Information Director

The latest Bulldogs of the Week are Maddy North of
the Lady Bulldog Basketball team and Drew White from
SWOSU Baseball. The award is brought to you by Wright
Wradio, the home of the Bulldogs over the airwaves on both
95.5 ‘The Coyote’ and 100.3 ‘Coyote Classic.’
North (Newcastle, Okla.) had a big weekend as she helped
the Lady Bulldogs pick up a pair of crucial conference road
wins over in-state rivals. On Thursday at Northwestern, she
matched her career high with nine points, only to surpass
that mark on Saturday at Southern Nazarene. Against
the Crimson Storm, North hit 4-of-6 field goal attempts,
including two crucial three-pointers in the fourth quarter,
and she finished with 11 points, two rebounds and three
steals.
White (Moore, Okla.) had multiple hits in two-of-three
games at East Central as the Bulldogs took the series 2-1
to open Great American Conference play. On Saturday, he
was 2-for-3 with a double and two RBI, but he saved his best
performance for the series finale, when he hit three doubles
as part of a 4-for-4 day at the plate which led to seven runs
batted in. For the week, White hit .412 with seven hits, 10
RBI and five runs scored to his credit.

SWOSU Hosting Robotics State Championship on February 22
Over 400 students from 40 Oklahoma schools will
participate in the 11th annual First Tech Challenge Robotics
statewide championship this Saturday, February 22, at
Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford.
This year’s game, SKYSTONE presented by Qualcomm,
is a Star Wars themed event. Madeline Baugher, one of the
organizers, said humans and droid allies work together to

build a better world as citizens of the galaxy. Teams will
cooperate and compete to raise buildings for a new city.
The students in grades 7-12 have to design, build and
program a robot to move blocks from the construction
zone to the building zone under skybridges. They create a
structure that pushes into the skies to build a superstructure
of the future. Each team will participate in six timed

qualifying events. Eight teams will be selected to compete
in the finals tournament.
The public is invited to view competition matches from
9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. in the Pioneer Cellular Event Center
(PCEC) on the SWOSU campus. Admission is free.
“This is exciting to see the unique and innovative designs of
over 400 students. It will be a fun-filled activity.” Baugher said.
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Hunger-Relief Groups to
Host Anti-Hunger Day at
Oklahoma State Capitol
The Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, Community Food
Bank of Eastern Oklahoma and Hunger Free Oklahoma
will host Anti-Hunger Day at the Oklahoma State Capitol
on Tuesday, Feb. 25.
"It takes more than food to fight hunger and it’s important
to have that conversation with elected officials," said Kendra
Loper, chief community engagement officer at the Regional
Food Bank. "It’s vital that we work together not only on
this date but every day as we work to end hunger and help
Oklahoma families thrive."
Formerly known as Hunger Action Day, Anti-Hunger Day
brings together employees and volunteers from the three
organizations to meet with state lawmakers and discuss
ideas on how to make an impact in the lives of Oklahomans
living with hunger.
Oklahoma is the fifth hungriest state in the nation. The
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma, Regional
Food Bank, and Hunger Free Oklahoma work daily
to ensure the one in six Oklahomans living with food
insecurity have access to the resources they need.
“As an organization we spend the entire year collaborating
with agencies and elected officials at the local, state and
federal level to find the best nutritional outcomes for our
state,” said Chris Bernard, executive director at Hunger Free
Oklahoma. “So, we’re thrilled volunteers from all of our
organizations can also connect with legislators personally
on a topic that’s a priority for them. We all know that ending
hunger must include both direct assistance and strong
policy; we’re excited for a day that highlights that mission.”
The three organizations actively advocate for policies that
remove barriers and increase both access and awareness to
food and nutrition programs. Volunteers at the event will
also be asking lawmakers to consider policies that address
the intersections of hunger and health.
“We know hunger is a devastating obstacle for Oklahomans
facing food insecurity to overcome,” said Ryan Walker,
interim CEO at the Community Food Bank of Eastern
Oklahoma. “When children, adults and seniors don’t
receive adequate nutrition, their health outcomes suffer.
Our state can only flourish when we provide opportunities
for everyone to succeed, and access to nutritious food is the
common denominator.”
Those that wish to volunteer for the event can sign up by
visiting rfbo.org/volunteer. Multiple training sessions will
be available for those who wish to attend. The sessions will
walk volunteers through what to expect during Anti-Hunger
day and offer more information on issues to discuss with
lawmakers.
For more information, contact Bailey Perkins, state
advocacy and public policy director for the Oklahoma Food
Banks, at bperkins@rfbo.org or 405-600-3175.

International Festival Planned April 4 at SWOSU

A SWOSU International Festival is being planned
for Saturday, April 4, on the campus of Southwestern
Oklahoma State University in Weatherford.
The SWOSU International Student Association (SISA) is
planning and coordinating the event that will feature booths
representing as many as 34 countries.
Arpana James, president of SISA, said the festival will be

held from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the lobby and possibly the
patio area of the Pioneer Cellular Event Center. Plans are
underway for the event.
There will be free admission and it is open to everyone.
James said there will be areas for tasting different cuisines.
For additional information, contact the International
Student Affairs Office at 580.774.3078.

Hill Passes Economic Development, Tourism Bills through Committee
State Rep. Brian Hill passed three economic development
bills through two House Appropriations and Budget
Subcommittees last week.
House Bill 3115, was heard in the House Appropriations
and Budget Subcommittee on Finance. The bill amends
eligibility standards for a tax credit program for the
automotive industry by expanding the program to any
eligible company in the state that is undergoing business
expansion or hiring new engineering positions.
Currently, a qualified manufacturer must have been first
placed in operation after November 1, 2019, to receive the
tax credits.
“During our interim studies, we realized we’re leaving
out a large segment of Oklahoma companies, companies
that are already here, already employing,” Hill said in his
presentation. “We want to make sure they have the same
opportunities that we’re providing the out-of-state or new
industries that are moving into our state.”
Hill said that about 80% of job growth comes from
businesses already operating within the state.
HB3115 passed 7-0.
Hill also presented House Bill 3114 to the subcommittee.
The bill repeals the construction materials sales tax
exemption for qualified new or expanded manufacturing
facilities by cleaning up statute that was made obsolete by
the Quality Jobs program.
Hill said the legislation was a recommendation by the
Incentive Evaluation Commission. It passed by a vote of 7-0.

“Too often, we prioritize bringing in new, out-of-state
businesses when statistics show that expanding businesses
grown right here in Oklahoma brings more jobs and
economic growth,” Hill said. “While bringing in new
businesses is still a worthwhile endeavor, we must also
remember to focus on the growth of our Oklahoma
businesses as well.”
Hill presented to the House Appropriations and Budget
Subcommittee on Natural Resources another bill he hopes
will spur positive economic growth in communities across
Oklahoma.
House Bill 3111 creates the Oklahoma Tourism Ignition
Program, intended to increase traffic flow and revenue from
tourism. The program, operated through the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Department, would allow
municipalities to submit applications for a grant of up to
$5,000 for the purpose of creating a statue, structure, mural
or other attraction.
“The Tourism Ignition Program presents a path for cities
that aren’t directly on Route 66 to benefit from the tourism
dollars that the nearly 400-mile stretch of road we’re home
to,” Hill said. “The idea is that the dollar-for-dollar match
of up to $5,000 will incentivize communities to create a
tourism draw and bring in more people and tax dollars to
their area.”
House Bill 3111 passed 7-0.
All three bills will now move on to the full House
Appropriations and Budget Subcommittee for consideration.

