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City of Cordell to Host Fourth of July Hometown Celebration

Cordell’s Chamber of Commerce and the Cordell
Fire Department is hard at work and excited to
present Cordell’s 4th of July Hometown Celebration,
taking place on July 2nd. Beginning at 3 pm,
swing out to Lee Park for food trucks, vendors,
jump houses, and contests! At dark, head over for
the “Red, White and BOOM” Fireworks show at
Gregory Ball Park put on by the Fire Department.

The day kicks off at 3 pm with the All American
Boy and Girl Contest under the pavilion. The contest,
sponsored by Hillbilly Fireworks of Cordell, will
award 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners with a trophy
in both the Boy and Girl competitions, and the 1st
place girl and 1st place boy will receive a crown!

Then, the jump houses will open at 4 pm with
unlimited jumping wristbands (wristbands for

the jump houses are $10)! At 5pm, the Backyard
Cornhole Tournament begins where teams of 2 will
compete for ultimate bragging rights! Registration
for the cornhole tournament is closed, but there
is still opportunity to come out and cheer on
competitors!

The City of Cordell and the Cordell City Council
is proud to sponsor a fun Independence celebration.

Heartland of America Museum Dedicating Veteran’s Memorial July 2nd

Take time to visit the Heartland of America
Museum this Independence Day weekend as the
museum hosts a Veteran’s Memorial Dedication
with a Salute to Veterans and ceremony for the
recent restoration of a Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopter,
nicknamed “Huey.” The UH-1 Iroquois utility
military helicopter was the first member of the iconic
Huey Family and was designed to assist in medical
evacuation and utility. The UH-1 became the first
turbine-powered helicopter for U.S. military and
first flew in 1956.

The celebration begins on Saturday, July 2nd, from
12pm — 6 pm. The Veteran’s Memorial Dedication
will take place at Spm. During the dedication, more
than 25 Vietnam veterans who flew in this helicopter
are expected to attend. Admission is $5, SWOSU’s
Code Blue will provide music, and a meal will be
provided by the Bar B Que Shed. This specific Huey
belonged to the Oklahoma Army National Guard and

Deer Creek Hardware

226 N Arapaho
Hydro, OK 73048

flew in missions in Vietnam.

Developed by Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc. and
according to a pocket military guide published in
2006 that covered the history, operation, and impact
of the UH-1 series of helicopters, “the UH-1 family
of helicopters are the most successful military
helicopters every produced.” Commissioned by
the U.S. Department of Defense and developed for
the Marine Corps, the Huey helicopters were state-
of-the-art, leaders in aero-superiority, and are still
in service in nations around the world. Its success
came after identifying that the current helicopters
were too sluggish, large, and dangerous to operate
in highly active zones. With the intent to fix those
shortcomings, the Model 204 was born. Its bleeding
edge avionics, turbine-powered engine, and suite of
electronics were unmatched, and after rigorous test
flights, a contract for 100 more aircraft was signed.

At the time, the Model 204 was designated

Friday
July 1, 2022

Saturday
July 2, 2022
8:00 a.m.

“HU-1A” and nicknamed Iroquois after the Native
American nations. Due to its HU-1A designation
and pronunciation, “Huey” quickly became the most
popular reference name. As production units and
new variants were in development, the manufacturer
Bell even began casting the name into the helicopter
pedals. In September of 1962, all models were
officially designated with UH-1, but the “Huey”
nickname stuck.

As it began its debut in various operations and
Vietnam in particular, the UH-1 family went through
several upgrades and specialized models. It spawned
an impressive list of variants used for troop and
cargo transport, med evac, and aerial attacks, and
over 16,000 units were produced between 1955
and 1976, with 7,000 used in Vietnam. The Hueys
became an iconic image during the Vietnam War after
press released photos of U.S. troops, disembarking

(See Heartland, page 2)
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MUSEUM

1600 S. Frontage Rd.
Weatherford, OK 73096

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Store Drawings/Giveaways
FREE Hot Dogs
Pepsi Products
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Ribbon Cutting 10:00 a.m.
Cake and Drinks

Huey Helicopter Dedication
July 2nd

Free Barbeque, Live Music, Tours
Buy a 5-gallon - (Meal Included with Tour Purchase)
bucket for $1 and get

$10 OFF

Ui P s n |  Museum open from 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
e OFF -- Dedication starts at 5 p.m.
S wasnarilty. all regular priced TV
Lifetirme warranty .il:titemgiggr-: can
SRS e oklahomaheartlandmuseum.com
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Corene Cabaniss

Corene Cabaniss,
79, of Clinton went to
be with her Heavenly
Father Wednesday, June
22, 2022in St. Anthony
Hospital, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma.

Corene was born April 6,
1943, to Jim and Lois Dix
in Pittsburg, Oklahoma.
She was the youngest of three children; Jimmy
and Hazel. She grew up in and attended school in
Pittsburg, Oklahoma. She and her family moved to
Clinton where she attended Clinton Public School
in the Class of 1960.

She met Jon Cabaniss, a best friend of her brother
& cousin. Corene and Jon were united in marriage
June 6, 1966, in Lawton, Oklahoma. Jon became
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self employed as a telecommunications contractor
and worked all over the United States, and they
traveled extensively. She was content as a housewife
and mother. She was a wonderful cook, canning
vegetables and the best wild plum jelly. She enjoyed
gardening and spending time with friends and family.
She loved reading and studying her bible and made
sure her kids knew the Lord. She was baptized April
26, 1975, along with her son Steve and daughter
Cathy at the First Christian Church in Clinton. She
was a wonderful mother to Steve, Cathy, Cindy,
and Jason.

Her family will never forget her love and how she
made each one of us feel special.

She was preceded in death by her husband Jon B.
Cabaniss. Her parents Jim and Lois Dix. Brother
Jimmy Dix, and mother-in-law Zella Mae Cabaniss.

Those left to live her legacy are Jason Cabaniss
of Clinton, Steve Cabaniss of Clinton, Cindy and
Jody Savoie of Clinton, Cathy and Rick Woodard

of Leedey, Oklahoma, Jeff and Susan Cabaniss of
Marston, Missouri, sister Hazel McGregor of Pauls
Valley, OK, sister in-law Avis Dix of Edmond, OK,
brothers and sisters in-law Wesley and Kay Cabaniss
of Clinton, Linda and Ed Berrong of Weatherford,
OK

Grand Children, Christopher and Tabatha Cabaniss
of Pocasset, Oklahoma, Jennifer, and Jeff Mayjoffo,
of Altus, Oklahoma, Ryanne Woodard of Sweetwater,
Oklahoma, Randi and Chris Reyes, of Elgin,
Oklahoma, Jaylynn and Doug Strubel, of Marston,
Missouri, and grandsons T. J. Savoie, Caleb Savoie,
and Nathan Savoie of Clinton.

Great Grand Children, Damion Cabaniss, Dominic
Cabaniss, Abbie Cabaniss, all of Pocasset, Oklahoma,
Kaden, and Kennedi Mayjoffo both of Altus,
Oklahoma. Rozzi Strubel, of Marston, Missouri. One
very special Cousin Rev. Johnny and Billie Cooper,
of Sulphur Springs, Texas, many nieces, nephews,
and friends.

Heartland

Continued from Page 1 from one. “Hueys have
served with all branches of the U.S. military, as
well as multiple U.S. government agencies and at
least 48 foreign countries.” (Museum of Flight).
They’ve also been used in civilian applications and
have fulfilled roles in firefighting, humanitarian aid,
research operations, and search-and-rescue. NASA
even utilized a model that supported Space Shuttle
operations at Kennedy Space Center.

The Heartland of America Museum’s complete
restoration will include a kiosk of information near
the base of the Huey that details its history and
Vietnam service.
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CUSTOM SWATHING & BALING

Hdv for Sale: Small squares Straw, Bermuda,
Alfalfa in 21 bale bundles. We also have
Wyoming Alfalfa in 21 bale bundles.

Round Bales: Bermuda, Alfalfa. Various
types & qualities. Call for Pricing.

Kelly 580-819-0664 or Jason 580-819-3855

e

Madonal Bank & Trust Company

- MOBILITY

Download the free
FNBE app and pick up a
free charger at our

Cordel branch today!
=

M m b
T Serving Corm & Colony FDﬁ
120 5. Market St. « Cordell, OK 73632 - 580-832-3352

CANCER
CARE
CLOSE
TO HOME

Weatherford Regional Hospital is pleased to bring
the first = and only = chemotherapy services to the
Weatherford community.

ROBERT E.
REYNOLDS, MD

Oncology

When it comes to your journey with cancer, you deserve
compassionate and exceptional care, close to home.
Robert E. Reynolds, MD, along with our excellent tearn of
specialists, is here for yvou every step of the way - from
your first screening to developing a personalized
treatment and recovery plan

For more information about cancer care and treatment, visit
weatherfordhospital.com or call 580-774-4710.
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Troops jump from a “Slick,” term used for early unarmed Hueys, much like the Huey recently installed at
the Heartland Museum in Weatherford, OK. The next variants would include gunships that could cover

troops and defend during evacuations.
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Equity Exchange

Brain - Agronomy - Energy - Farm & Ranch - Risk Management

Corn Eakly Weatherford
580-343-2233 405-197-3223 580-112-3334
WWW.myeguityexchange.com
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We Have SerinG GREENS, CARROTS RADISH,
SauasH, PotatoEs, (GREeN Beans, Turxips,
PEANUTS, BREADS, CAKES, PIES, EGGS, HONEY,
Portep Housk Prants, Jaus & JELLIES, PICKLES,
Beer, FLowers, & More To Coue!
Lacated at the ofd fire statian 115 N. Kansas

IN THE NORTH BAY * PARKING IN BACK
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Thanks Rick Walker,
and Brian Morton
for being faithful

listeners of The

Wright Time!

Don't Pay More fo Caver Your Floor

QUALITY @ CARPET:

Offering Quality Flooring for Over 22 years

M!mefm&m :

'ISU-'.I W‘EST SHD STREET ELK CITY, OK ?3&44 . 530-243-1 112

3

J".HEWS TALK
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\

99.3FM is your source

for local, state and national
news! Always available at
www.wright.media and on
the KCLI app!




June 29-July 5, 2022 « WestOK Weekly  Page 3

H: 91° L:66"° H: 97° L: 72°

Wednesday Thursday

H:97° L: 72°

Friday

Call: 580-774-9139

Insulate Your Home Today
Keep Ulbe Cool Air (I
& Uhe Het Air @ui

RETROFOAM

=] _ A
" g W
TIET MG ¥

H: 97° L: 74°

Financing
Available
Today!

H:99° L: 77° H: 101" L: 79°

Monday Tuesday

OSDE Investigation of Epic Reveals Millions in Misallotted Public Funds

STATE DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

JOY HOFMEISTER

STATE SUPERINTENDENTof PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

An extensive investigation into Epic Charter
Schools by the Oklahoma State Department of
Education (OSDE) has uncovered significant
problems, including dubious attendance data that may
have resulted in $780,000 in improperly obtained
state funds and the improper disbursal of more than
$8.5 million in bonuses to school administrators. The
investigation was prompted by a complaint made
against Epic in December 2021 by a former member
of Epic’s governing board, Community Strategies Inc.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Joy
Hofmeister said she will recommend in the coming
weeks that the State Board of Education place the
virtual charter on probation and require it to undergo
comprehensive corrective action. Findings in the
OSDE report will also be shared with law enforcement
to determine if further action is warranted.

While the OSDE could not substantiate some
complaints made by the former Community Strategies
board member, the investigation revealed serious
problems in governance, enrollment and attendance
reporting, and improper, unapproved and excessive
payments to administrative staff.

Concerns raised in this probe are in addition to
those highlighted by State Auditor and Inspector
Cindy Byrd in a 2020 audit of Epic. That state
audit, requested by Gov. Stitt and Superintendent
Hofmeister, found widespread evidence of fraud and
mismanagement that resulted in the State Board of
Education recouping more than $9 million and the
OSDE assessing more than $10 million in fines to
Epic.

Moreover, the historic lack of oversight, deceptive
practices and mismanagement of taxpayer funds led
to the OSDE recommending that Epic’s accreditation
status be adjusted to “Accredited with Probation.”
Although the State Board ultimately rejected
Hofmeister’s recommendation to put Epic on
probation at that time, the OSDE demanded in late
2020 that Community Strategies take corrective
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"The Coin Guy"

Canadian platinum coin
sells for $1.2 million

| The Royal Canadian
.| (RCM) mint has produced
a proof platinum coin
weighing more than one kilo
(2.2 1bs). It is encrusted with
462 pink diamonds which
are placed on it by hand. Its
name is “The Ultimate” and
has a face value of $2,500
Canadian dollars ($1,923.80

The RCM is offering
this coin as part of its
series known as ‘Opulence’ (great wealth or
luxuriousness) as a new collection of elite high-
value pieces which started in 2022.
Queen Elizabeth II adorns the obverse with
a pattern of cherry blossoms while the edge is
serrated. It had a pre-auction estimate of $700,000
to $900,000 Canadian dollars ($538,762.00 to
$692,694.00). It sold for $1,261,250 Canadian
($970,935.48 US) on May 31.
How many do you want to buy? Call The Coin
Guy to help with your purchase. Thanks for
reading.
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action across more than 15 areas of noncompliance.
In response, Community Strategies proceeded
with extensive reforms that included cutting ties
with Epic’s founders and assurance that the virtual
charter’s governing board would provide strong
oversight.

But Hofmeister said the OSDE investigation found
that major problems persist.

“It is clear that serious challenges remain. For the
sake of the thousands of Oklahoma families and
students who depend on Epic, it is critical that things
be made right,” she said. “The OSDE investigative
report starkly illustrates that Community Strategies
and Epic must focus on developing and improving
processes and procedures that are efficient, transparent
and follow the letter of the law. The students of Epic
deserve an excellent education and the taxpayers of
Oklahoma need Epic to fully comply with the law.”

Among the most alarming issues are those involving
enrollment and attendance procedures. Accurate
attendance reporting is not a new problem for Epic.
Prior to 2018, the virtual charter reported 100 percent
attendance for all its students. In response, the state
Legislature passed a law in 2018 requiring statewide
virtual charter schools to adopt attendance policies
under legislatively established guidelines. That was
followed by a law in 2020 mandating that a virtual
charter student who does not complete an instructional
activity in a 15-consecutive-day period must be
withdrawn from the school. Once a student is dropped
from the rolls, the district no longer receives funding
for that student.

The OSDE’s examination of Epic’s student
attendance data revealed troubling patterns of students
being absent 14 consecutive days, “present” for the
15th day and then absent for another 14 consecutive
days. In the 2020-21 school year, there were 6,720
instances of this 14-1-14 pattern among 4,819 unique
students. By contrast, there were no instances of this
14-1-14 phenomenon in the two prior school years.

According to Epic, an algorithm was created
as a result of the change in law, so that student
instructional activities are allocated across a period of
time even though the student may not have completed
any instructional activity on the day marked present.
“With the vast number of students with the 14-1-
14 pattern, it appears Epic may have intentionally
designed the algorithm in such a way that a large
number of students were never absent on the 15th
day, were not dropped from enrollment and Epic
continued to receive funds for these students,” stated
the OSDE report.

OSDE investigators requested the coding of the

fin .
axtell RODTEE Lompany,
— gstablished in 1930

Commercial & Residential Roofing
Built-up Roofs « Urethane Foam Roofs
All Types Single-Ply Roofs

Jamie Axtell
BONDED - INSURED
COMMERCIAL ENDORSEMENT
#80003500

P.O. Box 1660
Weatherford OK 73096
axtellroofing@yahoo.com

Cell: (580) 331-7450
Fax: (405) 797-3450
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Shopping Hours:
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M-F 9:30am-5pm

Sat 9:30am - 4pm

1225 E. Main Weatherford, 0K ~Fyr=—re
(on Route 66) 580-772-2238

algorithm used in Epic’s student information system
to record student attendance, but Epic could offer
only limited information, claiming the full code and
algorithm are the product of a third-party vendor.

“No one at the district could explain how a specific
student’s record of completed instructional activities
would be converted into the student’s attendance
records after being run through the algorithm — it is
a ‘black box,”” wrote OSDE investigators.

Consequently, the OSDE does not have sufficient
information to verify whether the bizarre attendance
patterns are an intentional skirting of the law, a
coincidence or inconsistency. While Epic officials
could not explain the algorithm and coding attributed
to a third-party vendor, the OSDE lacks the authority
to issue subpoenas for that material. For this reason,
the OSDE intends to provide the information it has
gleaned to law enforcement agencies able to conduct
a more thorough review.

In addition to the aforementioned 2020 law,
regulations prohibit a school from counting a student
on its enrollment records until the student is physically
present at school or, in the case of a virtual charter,
when the student completes an instructional activity.
Statute defines what may count as an instructional
activity. As is the case with the truancy process, the
OSDE discovered similar inconsistencies in Epic’s
enrollment data.

The OSDE identified 4,569 Epic students in the
2020-21 school year who were marked absent (no
instructional activity completed) on their first date
enrolled. For these students, there were on average 8.5

(See Investigation, page 7)

980-7172-3333 =

Office: 117 E Main Weatherford, 0K

Propeviles

P T CUTOTIT S
x .i; . |
[

« (p) |

= D -
(;ERIHL DRONE

= SERVICES

==Promotional
Advertisirig \

Bryan Graumann
Commercial Drone Pilot
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for District 57
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Quality
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Service

= Products
Specializing in Starters & Alternators

ELECTRIC FENCE CHARGER

SO " DUALVOLTAGE
PLUG-IN MODELS
50 mile range
120 mile range
160 mile range

11065 State Hwy 58, Hydro, OK 73048

Chet Bender - 405-952-4112
bendersrepair@gmail.com
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BUSINESS SRVCS/

PRODUCTS

Cartwheel Coins of Custer
County has silver coins for
sale. | live in Weatherford.
(580) 890-8076 thisoldcoin@
yahoo.com Trent

AUTOMOBILES & AUTO
MiSC.

For Sale-2000 Chevy Tahoe

i i - For Sale- metal garage door, Find us on ! f
win 30K mies ST200.405 For S Washer/Dryer  ForSale- 20w mover  Famnes g g 108 OF "gmmasse
pair, Kenmore 80 Series. with 155 C.I. Briggs Stratton (405) 639-9667 THLIE VISION website: Erusisionolkdahoma.co

16 3/4 ton Dodge pick-up
bed - Brand new. $1650.00
(405) 639-9667

For Sale- Ford V8 motor 5.4
engine with tinted windows. 4
door, tool box and step-side.
140K miles. $6,000 OBO

For Sale- 2015 Dodge
Flatbed pickup bed. $1000.
405-639-9667

For Sale- 2006 Chevy HHR.
Good on gas! $4500. 480-
330-3489

For Sale- Tractor Supply 5
Gal. Jerry Cans, fair to like
new. $15-$25 each. WFD
9180415-4236

For Sale- 02 Mercury Sable,
130K Miles, $4,800. Great
Condition. New Tires. 580-
330-3489

For Sale-20ft gooseneck
stock trailer, almost new tires.
$3,500. 580-309-1988

For Sale: Chevrolet truck
tires/wheels LT235/75/15 set
of (4). 5 lug. $225.00 WFD
580-330-1437

For Sale- 2013 Chevy Spark,
runs great, everything works
great, great gas mileage
$4,750. 580-330-3499

For Sale- 2 red military type
Jerry fuel cans. $30 each or 2
for $50. 580-330-1437.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

For sale or trade: 2002
Suzuki Savage 5500 miles.
$2,500 OBO or trade.
Excellent condition. Go-Kart
frame willing to trade. 405-
639-9667

2001 Honda 600CC- good
conidition, new battery, navy
blue, 16k miles, $2,000. 405-
892-8301

For Sale- New Carlisle
Trail HD Trailer Tires,
ST175/80R13, Load
Range 'D'. 918-415-4236.
Weatherford. $150 for the
pair.

For Sale- 2 Yamaha ATV's.
$3000 per or get both for
$5000. Call 580-628-1383

For Sale- NIB, Boat Trailer,
"Bunk Glide" Klt stainless
hardware, Sized for Pontoon
or smaller. 918-415-4236.
located in Weatherford. $300

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

For Sale - Large Beautiful
Antique cedar chest; $85
580-613-0108

Dryer works, but washer
needs work. With NIB timers/
controllers for both. WFD
$175 918-415-4236.

For Sale - All wood rocking
chair; $65 580-613-0108

For Sale- Antique drawleaf
oak pub table with six caned
bottom barley twist chairs.
$750 (580) 445-6765

For Sale- Adirondack chairs,
handmade with screws
instead of nails $70. 580-
613-0108

For Sale- 2 matching swivel
chairs with metal backs and
padded cushions. $35/each.
580-613-0108

For Sale- Anitque Curved
glass China Cabinet. Mirrored
and lighted. $1500. 580-243-
1143

For Sale- Washer/Dryer pair.
$150 for each or $275 for
both. 580-774-7242

For Sale- Dirt devil hand held
vaccuum (3). $30/each. For
Sale- Large fance framed
mirror. $50. Full length mirror
$10. 580-613-0108

For Sale- All wood Rocker.
$65. 580-613-0108.

For Sale- Very nice antique
desk, dove tails, 5 drawers,
$30. 580-613-0108

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

For Sale- coil roofing air
nailgun, like new, with 3 boxes
of coil nails. $400 for all. Text
or call 580-330-1437

For Sale- Red Stack-on
rolling tool chest (2 pieces)
13 drawers plus opening top
with locking keys. 26"x53” like
new. Very clean and always
kept inside. Upgraded. $450.
Text or call 580-330-1437

For Sale-beautiful well
made, Hutch with glass front.
$150.00 580-890-9442

For Sale- Large Wooden
Entertainment Center. $40.
580-330-1437

For Sale- Huge 9 piece
Children’s solid wood bedroom
suite plus padded mattress by

CLADSIFIEDS

Ashley. Purchased at Bob
Mills. Pastel Colors. Beautiful.
$485 OBO. 580-330-1437

For Sale- 3 Rider Mowers ( 2
working and 1 for parts) $ 300
for all. 405-639-9667

For Sale- Troybilt garden
tiller with 7hp motor, like new.
$600. 8N Ford tractor, good
condition. $1,500. (580) 729-
0001

engine, easy start, runs good,
uses little if any oil. $45. 405-
246-8952, 10am-8pm

For Sale- 18" Muccullough
Chainsaw brand new chain
with case and extra chain.
$50. (2) Ryobi Weed eaters.
Bolens weed eater 10"
Craftsman tablesaw. (580)
819-1399

For Sale-(2) Riding Lawn
mower trade. OBO (2)
rototillers trade OBO (405)
639-9667

For Sale- Honda lawnmower,
used one season. $400
bought brand new for $765
(580-445-6765

For Sale- 1 man hoe, 1 gal.
sprayer, 2 ft and 6 ft ladders,
post hole diggers, pull golf
cart, kerosene camping stove,
cooks and heaters, several
gallon kerosene tanks,
245/60R18 tire, well used, but
good spare, 2 folding canvas
chairs, new wrenches, hand
tools, works bench with 4-inch
vise, strong and handmade.
Call for Prices. (405)246-8952
10am-8pm

PETS & ANIMALS

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS- at
the Friends For Life Animal
Society. Kittens, cats, puppies
and dogs available. You can
browse adoptable animals at
www.okfflas.org

For Sale- Schnauzers, all
our babies are raised in
our home, very socialized,
happy, healthy, loving, lots of
colors, registered, 5 yr health
guaranteed, new babies are
ready to go now, Facebook,
Rhinestone Schnauzers.
Taking deposits. Lorie (580)
210-9127

MISC.

For Sale- BEEF! Natural
grass fed longhorn beef,
95% lean, no hormones, non-
GMO. Can sell a few pounds
or up to a whole beef, Fay,
OK, 580-445-8223.

Trail Rides by Horseback-
horses provided, hayrides,
hayride & cookout, riding
lessons, lunch/dinner rides,
bring your horse too and

Market ®"

more! Like us on Facebook.
Old Caldwell Trail Stables.
2 mi. SE of Fay, OK. www.
oldcaldwelltrail.com. (580)
309-0135.

FRESH PEANUTS- Raw,
Roasted, In-shell, Peanut
Brittle, www.gooberhouse.
com. Carnegie, 580-654-1175

COW HAY! 4'x5'=$74. Call
580-330-2454. Weatherford

For Sale:Trailer & Craft Show
Set-up Box Trailer (5x8) &
Craft Show Set Up (10 X 10 or
10 x 20) 580 772 0692

FREE FREE FREE playground
ffiller sand just south of WFD.
Bring a truck or semi. All you
want. You load. Has some
grass and small rocks in it
that can be raked out. 580-
330-1437

For Sale- BUDWEISER man-
cave 44" tall black leather
chair. EXTRACOOL! Shaped
like a GIANT baseball glove
with Budweiser logos all over
it. $420.00 OBO WFD 580-
330-1437

For Sale- (1) 32 ft aluminum
extension ladder. $150.00.
(3), new vacuum pump,
sniffer gauges, etc. $150.00
Thomas.580-890-9442

For Sale- ANCO 1970/80's tall
METAL wiper blade rolling box.
2'x2'x43" $400.00 OBO. WFD

For Sale- Odds & Ends. Wood
and sheet metal. $150. 405-
639-9667

For Sale- Qilfield Drillbit. 3
head and HEAVY. $100. 580-
330-1437

For Sale- Throwback Jerseys
0OJ Simpson throwback Jersey.
1970 USC #32. White. Size 56.
$125 OBO. World Series Ny
Mets Jersey. #32 Hampton.
Black. Possibly Game Worn.
$125 OBO. Deion Sanders
Throwback Jersey #21. Blue.
Signature embroidered into
number. $125 OBO. 580-330-
1437

For Sale- Justin Steel Toe
boots. Brand New. 11D.
Super comfortable. No Box.
$150. 580-330-1437

Advertising
Deadline:
Every Friday at 3pm
classifieds@westokweekly.com

(580) 772-5939

True Vision Optometric Group
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Weatherford Office

HELP W/

VAMNAY

Welders Full-Time
401K * Health Insurance
Paid Vacation * Sick Leave

New competitive starting wages for
welders,

Apply at W-W Mfg. 8832 Hwy 54, Thomas, OK
or go online at www wwmanufacturing.com

AFTERNOON RADIO HOS'I'

KWEY-FM is looking for a dynamic
personality to dominate affernoons on
our Heritage Country Station. We do
live and local radio in Western
Oklahoma and we're looking for our
next STAR! Duties also include
production, log editing and live
remotes, If you're passionate about
country music, living in our community.
and interacting with our. avdience,
send your resume and demo fo

fodd@wrightwradio.com
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
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ries, Meats & More %
405-663-2354

109 W. Main St. * Hydro, OK 73048 * 405-663-2354
Open Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. -
June 27th - July 2nd We will be closed July 4th

Grocer Produce
ie'n'rﬁ'ﬁhﬁér‘s’\?&rﬁl’la‘éﬁ&?ﬁiﬁ'136§.i¥Z.iIf.f """ 2 for $7.00 | |Large Cantaloupe.....ooororroeoiveerccrcie 2 fOr $3.00 |
ender Crust Hamburger or Hot Dog Buns 8 ct..... $0.98 Seedless Watermelon...........cccvevimineencncnsnnnnanns $4.99 each

Bush Baked or Grillin Beans 220z - 280z All Varieties....$2.48 Sweet COrn........cccvcccevicrnsser e sne e 4 for $1.00
Food Club Salad Dressing or Mayonnaise 30oz....... $1.98 Yellow Peaches.........ccoenminmnnnnecnsnnnensennnsennens $0.79
Kings Hawaiian Slider Buns 100z..............cccceeuun.e. $3.29 Hot House Tomatoes..........cccocerermriernessesseesesnnne $2.99 Ib.
Star Spangled Sprinkle or Frosted Cookies.............. 2 for $4.00 | |Red Plums.........ccccvcrvrrecerercrierennnns $2.99 Ib.
Fudge Iced Brownies 160z...........cccoevrercerererserennns 2 for $4.00 | |Vidalia Yellow Onions.........ccooccuiecresrnsensinnnnacne, $1.29 Ib.
lasic Snackmms 160z All Varieties..........ccceu.een. 2forg5.00 | [~ T T T T T T e T
lasic Baby Kosher Dills 160Z ........oocroersersere 2forgso0 || Efgze_l] ____________________
lasic Relish Sweet or Dill 100z...........cccccccvrrueenee. $1.29 IBiue Bunny Ice Cream 460z - 480z All Varieties....... $4.48
lasic Hamburger Dill Chips 320z.........cccceevieriennne 2 for $5.00 | Pimmy Dean Sausage Biscuits 20 ct................... $9,99
Ricos Aged Cheddar Sauce 150z.........c.cccecerrunenn. $2.99 [Food Club Crinkle Cut 800z...........cccecerrreriererserseresenseraenns $5.99
Kraft Velveeta Cheese 2 Ib. box.......ccccccevvercvrrennnee. $7.48 [Tombstone Pepperoni Pizza 18.50z..........cccecerueeernenne. $5.99
Hawaiian Punch Drinks 1280z All Varieties............. $2.99 IDigiorno 3 Meat Pizza 12 inch.........ccooursssssnronssresssnse 9099
Griffin Mustard 200z...........ccccccevrrvrrcrcccrceercenenn, $0.99
F0OM CIub KEtChUP 380Z....vvvvrererersrsrrerr 2fors300 || M_eg‘_l' _____________________
Leals Tortilla Chips All Varieties.........ccccvverrernnnee $2.99 Oscar Mayer Hot DOgs.......c.cceverreersercnesseessensnnns 2 for $6.00
Gatorade 280z All Varieties.........ccccrviercerrnnnn. 2 for $3.00 | |Eckrich Smoked Sausage All Varieties 13-160z........ $3.99
Food Club Tomatoes and Green Chilis 100z All Varieties.... $0.79 Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast..........c..cccccveueue $3.19 Ib.
Food Club Potato Chips All Varieties..........co... $1.88 Boneless Ribeye Steak..........ccccecrverienrininnnienne $14.99 Ib.
. Trimmed Brisket.........ccccoccrvvnrciricrrcer e $4.99 Ib.
DGI f'Y J.C. Potter Sausage 160z pKg......ccccerrerrrrrmrserrsennnens $3.99
Red Diamond Tea Gallons..........ccceeceveerrannnnns 2 for $5.00 IR_eE(_er_s_ Iia_lm_g_(ih_lglfe_q 12_(12_.:_.._..._.:.:.:_.._..._.:_______i:?._g? _______
Food Club Dip 12 0z.......ccccccmreierrcceercees s $1.69
Food Club Butter 160z............ccocvvenrcnnncininnennne 2 for $6.00 Dr'x GT‘OCCPY
CoffeeMate Liquid Creamer 320z..........ccccoevererurerereenes $3.99 Simply Done Paper Towels 4 Double ROIIS .................... $5.39
Dairy Sour Cream 140z SQUEeZe.........coeemeecururncucucnsnnnans 2 for $5.00 | |Charking Charcoal 15.4 Ib. bags All Varieties............ $4.98
Border IWS American Cheese 120z pkg.........ce.uu. 2 for $5.00 | |Simply Done Foam Bowls 200z..........ccccceerrerernne 2 for $3.00
Simply Done Foam Plates 50 ct...........ccccceeeureurennneen. 2 for $3.00
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The Clinton Chamber of Commerce hosted a legislative forum last week at the Frisco Community Center.
Julie Strong moderated the event, which included candidates for District 1 Custer County Commissioner
(Wade Anders, Jeremiah Trent, and David Fawver), District 26 State Senator (Darcy Jech, Brady Butler,
and J.J. Stitt), and District 57 State Representative (Anthony Moore and Kristen Kelley Poisson).
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The Connections Food & Resource Center have named their four “Volunteers of the Month.
Pictured, from left: Shirley Davison, Nathaniel Davison, Kathy Stalion, & Edward Moreno
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The Lunch Box Deli
114 E Main St « Weatherford, Ok
(Mext Te The Shed)

BAKED GOODS

WEATHERFORD
FARMERS MARKET
\VAILABLE EVERY SATURDAY)
SAM -NOON
Lunch « Catering « Baked Goods
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OCPA/DISMISSAL SOUGHT - Four employ-
ees of the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs have
asked for the immediate dismissal of protective-order
petitions, filed against them by the spouse of State
Representative Anthony Moore of Clinton, saying
the petitions fail to meet the requirements needed for
a valid protective order. Spokesman Trent England
says none of the OCPA staff have ever had any con-
tact with representative Moore’s spouse by text or in
any other way. Following an internal investigation,
OCPA determined that one staff member, a former
long-time resident of Western Oklahoma, did send
representative Moore two text messages in her per-
sonal capacity. Those messages are said to not have
been in a threatening nature and related to concerns
about representative Moore’s behavior as a legislator.

BURNS FLAT/NEW CHIEF - The town of
Burns Flat has a new Chief of Police. Adminis-
trator Joel Newberry says Keith Smith started last
week. Chief Smith began his career in law en-
forcement in 2002. He has been with the Beckham
county sheriff’s office and was chief of the Ham-
mon Police Department. Smith succeeds Doug
Yates who went to work for the Beckham County
Sheriff’s Office.
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JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP & FIREWORKS

CLINTON SCHOOLS/HS PROJECT - Clin-
ton Schools Superintendent Tyler Bridges says the
high school will be back to normal operation when
school starts back up this Fall after work has been
completed to repair water damage from a busted
fire suppression line. Bridges says the water dam-
age affected, among other things, 14 classrooms
and the high school library. The district had to get
portable classrooms to finish out the school year,
following spring break.

JWKiEeed|Services

LIQUID FEED SUPPLEMENTS
PROTEIN & MINERAL TUBS
Fﬂl! CATTLE, HORSES, SHEEP & GOATS

FREE HOTDOGS, CHIPS
& DESSERTS
BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS!

2525 LYLE RD, WEATHERFORD

BUTLER/WATER RESCUE - First respondents
worked to rescue a man from a capsized boat on Pan-
ther Creek. Butler Fire Chief Jay Baker says volun-
teers were able to use a boat to reach the area where
they last saw the man flashing a light at them. They
were able to find the man when they heard his voice
and were able to get him back on land safely.

T-OF STAY AMD WATCH THE FIREWDRES

CLINTON SCHOOLS/FUEL — As the price of
fuel continues to increase, Clinton Schools Superin-
tendent Tyler Bridges says he expects the rising cost
of fuel to financially impact the district this coming
school year. Bridges says the district has 18 buses
that service the school district. He says despite not
knowing how high fuel prices may go, he does not
anticipate the cost of fuel to impact student activi-
ties.

A+RUDFFNE

e —
ANOCONSTRUCTION . §
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Weatherford, OK
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Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more in-
formation...Christian Free Store — Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call
(580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK Community Center “Bible Study,” Every Monday Night from 7:00-8:00 Hwy
58. (5 miles) South of Hwy 152. For Information contact 405-643-9211 Free and Open to the Public.

Happy Birthday Wishes for June 29th — Al Chapa, Chrystie George, Chris Ladd, Gena McCullough, Michelle
Russell, Jim Scruggs, Taylor Smith, Tyrone Turner; June 30th — Verla Brice, Glynn Cobb, Tatum Duncan, Lindsey
Edwards Dwayne Graybill, Joe McPhearson Michaela Roulet, Brian Settles Stephanie Strong, Cole Thomason July
1st — Chelsie Austin, Billy Cling, JoJo Hardage, Jackie Helt, Debbie Kaufman Katie Kennemer, Max McKinsey,
Stephanie Peck, Bev Swaney, Dr. Paul Tisdale; July 2nd — Leticia Contreras, Jaqueatta Cummings, Taylor Exinia, Lois
Griffin, Lois Heinrichs, Rachel Lundstrom, Mary Beth Mendez, Michael Perez, Myron Webb; July 3rd — Ellen Arnold,
Taylor Carder, Cameron Hines, Ryan Merrill; July 4th — Alicia Allen, Cheryl Bell, Riley Bryson, D’ Arsi Chritensen,
DeWayne Crawley, Anita Fransen, Mary Lou Kaiser, Jenna Maddox, Haley Merrill, Kristine Moreno, Danny Rhodes;
July 5th — Alecia DePasa, Renae McGregor, Milburn Outhier, Dana VanHuss
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SWOSU Volleyball Coach Josh Collins has
announced the addition of four players to the
Bulldogs roster for the 2022 season, all of whom
come to Weatherford with a substantial amount of
high-level volleyball playing experience.

Included in the new signings are one junior college
transfer, two NCAA Division I transfers and an
Oklahoma High School standout.

“After graduating five key players in 2021, we
knew we had big shoes to fill,” Collins said. “These
four have all competed and produced in premier
volleyball programs. We have no doubts that they
will do the same here at SWOSU.”

Joining the Bulldogs are NCAA Division I
transfers, Carmen Kinsey and Taylor Henderson.
Kinsey spent the past four years playing the outside
and right-side hitter positions at Tarleton State
University. Henderson, a 6-foot middle hitter,
transfers to SWOSU from the University of Incarnate
Word after a two-year career at Blinn Junior College.
Both, Kinsey and Henderson have one season of
eligibility remaining. Rounding out the incoming
transfers is Cowley College defensive specialist,
Erin Thompson. Thompson led the Tigers to a 2021
NJCAA National Runner-Up finish from the libero
position. The lone freshman joining the Bulldog
roster in 2022 is Cameron Turner. Cameron had a
stellar career at Deer Creek High School in Edmond,
and with one of the premier club programs in the
country, Oklahoma Peak Performance.

“With this class, we feel like we have recruited
athleticism and skill that will better our team in all
aspects of the game,” Collins said. “We also add
valuable, high-level on-court experience that is
sure to bring out the best in our returning players.
Each of these young ladies bring a great deal of
character and leadership qualities to our program.
We hold our players to a high standard, and we are
confident that these four will see that bar and raise
it. We couldn’t be more proud to welcome them to
the Bulldog Family!”

Collins enters his eleventh season as the head
coach of SWOSU Volleyball in 2022 and he
welcomes back a veteran squad with 10 players
returning from last season.

#1 Cameron Turner — 5’ 10” Freshman Setter

“Cameron may be the lone freshman on this year’s
squad, but she is anything but unexperienced. She has
received some of the best coaching the state has to offer
and has played the highest of level of club-ball for her
entire career. Her volleyball IQ is special. She knows
exactly who needs the ball and when they need it. She
also adds size to the setter position giving her the ability
to be a dominating block. As impressive as Cameron is
on the court, she is just as impressive in the classroom
and in the community. She brings a plethora of accolades
with her from high school, including being the Deer
Creek Valedictorian. We can’t wait to see her succeed
on the Hilltop!”

#2 Taylor Henderson — 6’ 0” Senior Middle Hitter

“We were lucky enough to have Taylor transfer at
semester. So, we got a thorough glimpse of what she
brings to the middle hitter position this spring. She is very
athletic and explosive. She has a true knack for blocking
and reads the game at a very fast pace. Her high-level
experience at Incarnate Word and Blinn give her the
ability to display a quiet confidence that is contagious on
the court. She fits our program perfectly and it seems like
she has been a DAWG for her entire career.”

#5 Erin Thompson — 5’ 4” Sophomore Libero

“Erin joins us from one of the top junior college
programs in the country, Cowley College. She
received excellent coaching there, but also excellent
leadership training. Erin is a quick and relentless
defender. Her understanding of the game puts her in
all the right places to get digs. She is also a skilled
serve-receiver. Perhaps what stands out most about
Erin is her infections positive energy. She truly loves
playing the game and it shows. We are stoked to
add her to Bulldog Nation.”

#12 Carmen Kinsey — 5’ 11” Graduate Senior
Outside Hitter

“We are so excited to welcome Carmen back to
the Sooner State for her final season of eligibility.
She gained a great deal of experience playing in the
WAC at Tarleton State. Carmen is a versatile hitter
that has a ton of range. She knows when to get kills
with power and when to rely on finesse. Carmen is
also a gifted passer who will strengthen our serve
receive. We are excited about the leadership she
will bring to the program, and we know that she
will make SWOSU proud on and off of the court.”

g

Courtesy of Jessy Frizzell Photography

As the Summer Little League season continues, we at Wright Media would like to wish both the Baseball and Softball teams of Weatherford, OK luck in their
remaining games. Pictured left are the Weatherford Eagles’ 10U Softball team. Pictured right are the Weatherford Coach’s Pitch team, the Bad News Bears.
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LOCAL ATM LOCATIONS

+ Drive-thru
2251 E. Main - Weatherford, OK

- SWO.L.
4200 Carriage Way - Weatherford, OK

+ Hydro Quick Shop
213 5 Arapaho - Hydro, OK

2251 E. Main - Weatherford, OK
580-772-2600 - fsbwford.com
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NAPA of Weatherford & Elk City

Mon-Fri: 7:00AM-6:00PM - Sat: 8:00AM-MNoon

115 5. Washington 116 W. 3rd Street
Weatherfort, 0K 73096 Elk City, 0K 73644
a80-302-8613 980-225-3442
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SOUTHWEST TIRE

PROUD SUPPORTER GUCK, 4

OF WEATHERFORD . COMPLETE
EAGLE SPORTS
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FREE ALIGNMENT, LIFETIME

HUTATE & BALANCE, & FLAT

TIRE REPAIR WHEN YOU BUY
A SEV OF & TIRES

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30 » Sat 8:00-Noon
111 S. Kansas, W'ford, OK » 580-772-3132

www.cjssouthwesttire.com
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i, i, i

[k ComBm o Sk G
WERWIRBERCIOS DRI I
172 milegNorth iAW fordRongwyls.

58 0:TT2s3 O ==
1207 N ILLINOIS ST A

Weatherford, OK l 1\\ 18

$495,000 PROPERT IS

T-Bone
Strip

R

[ ML 110 W Main Street
|"“'§ Weatherford, OK 73096
580-772-0606 « www . davisproperties.com
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Denise Henderson, Rental Manager
405 N. 6th » Clinton, OK
280-323-6164 « 580-323-0401
expressrentalofelinton2@yahoo.com

Be alegend.
Insure your life.

Debbie Shepherd Ins Agency Inc
221 N. State Street, Weatherford, OK

580-772-3545

UNLIMITED
CELLULAR

ASLOW AS *3@mo

ONLY PAY FOR
WHAT YOU NEED

Call us today and choose
wour unlimited plan o
mix, match, and save
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Investigation

Continued from Page 3

days between the
first day of
enrollment and the date
when the student was first marked as completing
an instructional activity. In total, Epic certified
data that added 39,045 days of membership that
— according to its own certified enrollment and
attendance data — should not have been counted.
This results in approximately $780,000 of state funds
being misallocated to Epic. It is worth noting that
this amount merely reflects what the OSDE found
investigating a single data-reporting pattern in a
given school year; it is possible additional reporting
problems exist in other school years.

Related issues found include:

From the 2019-20 school year to the 2020-21
school year, total absences increased from 18,275 to
647,624 (a 3,443.8 percent increase).

For the 2020-21 school year, nearly 9 percent of
all students enrolled in Epic (6,436 students) were
absent more than half of the time they were enrolled.
Almost 5 percent (3,399) were absent more than 75
percent of the time they were enrolled.

OSDE investigators were able to confirm the
concerns of a former Epic internal auditor who had
discovered questionable treatment of public funds,
specifically “extremely large and unapproved bonuses
that exceeded employee contracts without board
approval” and in “clear violation of board policy
that expressly requires the proration of bonuses for
partial-year employees.”

Perhaps the most glaring alleged illegality involves
bonus payments that Epic made to administrators

Find us on
Facebook

Search
"West OK Weekly”

f
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LOCATED IN WEATHERFORD, OK
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Just fidd Water

" IRRIGATION

OMA

I
i

:zaa

ING TUNE UPSI

S

4

on June 7, 2021. No evidence exists that more than
$8.5 million in bonuses were approved by Epic’s
governing board, as required by state law. According
to senior leaders at Epic, it was believed that the
superintendent had the authority to approve and order
the bonus payments. Subsequently, three members of
Epic’s staff (including the superintendent) determined
bonus amounts and directed they be paid. In addition
to being a violation of state law, this act was directly
contrary a resolution that Community Strategies had
adopted less than a year earlier requiring the school
to present and garner approval from the governing
board for all financial transactions.

In addition to the payment of unauthorized bonuses,
some employees received bonuses that exceeded
amounts allowable in their contract, also a violation
of state statute. These bonuses included $67,500
that Epic Superintendent Bart Banfield approved
for himself and $34,167 for his wife, also an Epic
employee. Another employee received a bonus
that was 600 percent more than the amount of the
employment contract; that employee had worked at
Epic for only 35 percent of the school year for which
the bonus was paid.

The OSDE investigated the Complainant’s
allegations of violations of state law regarding
competitive bidding of contracts and the Open
Meeting Act, improper terminations of school staff
and involvement of the board in day-to-day activities
of the district, and Title IX.

The OSDE found numerous instances in which
Community Strategies board members have taken on
an inappropriately outsized role in daily operations of

NINA

b

We Deliver Fowers,
Plants, & Gifts to

Epic. Interviews with district staff unveiled a culture
of disharmony, uncertainty and fear in the workplace.
Compounding matters is that board members appear
to lack the training for understanding school finance,
operations, ethics and legal compliance needed to
effectively govern Epic.

Due to its collective inexperience and significant
turnover over the past 18 months, Community
Strategies has struggled to comply with state and
federal laws and regulations. While the OSDE
investigators concluded that the board’s policies
largely comply with applicable laws and regulations,
the board and district consistently have failed to
follow their own policies. The OSDE found violations
of Community Strategies’ own procurement policies,
including executing compliant contracts and
competitive bidding, as well as potential conflicts of
interest with vendors.

The OSDE also believes violations of the Open
Meeting Act have occurred, including the requirement
to post timely agendas and provide legally sufficient
language.

“It is unfortunate and disappointing that Epic,
despite a number of positive changes made, remains
an entity fraught with poor transparency and
questionable practices,” Hofmeister said. “Meaningful
engagement of students seems less important to Epic
than ensuring high numbers of kids remain on the
rolls to keep funds flowing. I am hopeful the State
Board of Education will recognize the severity of
these problems and that Epic’s leadership will act
urgently on the recommendations laid out in the
investigative report.”
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Defending the Faith

In the early days of Christianity,
Rome allowed Christians to
worship as they pleased as long
as they paid their taxes and did
nothing to defy the authority of
Rome. However, when Nero
came to power things changed
dramatically. His fear of the rising
numbers of Christ-followers
brought him to the point of insane
persecution. One example of his cruelty was his
practice of rolling Christians in pitch, setting
them afire while still alive, and using them as
torches to light his gardens. It was in anticipation
of suffering that was to come that Peter wrote his
letter to Jewish and Gentile Christians scattered
throughout the provinces.

In I Peter 3:15, 16, he writes, “But in your
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be

Jim Morrison

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping
a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against our good behavior in Christ may
be ashamed of their slander.”

To say Christ is Lord instead of “Caesar is Lord”
was tantamount to treason. Peter’s statement of faith
was that they were to “set apart Christ as Lord.” It
was more of a lifestyle rather than a statement. Does
our lifestyle give evidence that Christ is “Lord?”
Does our checkbook or bank account register
Christ’s Lordship? In the culture of Peter’s day, to
call someone “Lord” was to recognize him as master
and you as his servant or more likely “slave.” That
is too radical for today’s mindset of convenience,
pleasure, and indulgence. Are we “compelled by
his love.... “ as Paul wrote? Do we plan ahead and
make decisions based on how this will enhance the
kingdom?

Peter goes on to say that we are to have an answer
for the hope that we have. But we are to express it
with gentleness and respect. There is a polarization
going on in society today. It is certainly true in
politics, but also in spiritual matters. We have lost
the art of disagreeing with civility and respect. Too
often, we resort to name calling and demonizing

without listening carefully to opposing arguments
for possible elements of truth that in our passion
we may have overlooked. Peter wrote that our
“good behavior” would make our enemies ashamed
because they saw how respectful we were.

To back track a little, the matter of “having an
answer” is of little concern for many church goers.
It should cause us concern that those who know
not the truth have in some cases searched more
diligently than we who have taken our faith for
granted, or worse “inherited it” from our parents.

I close with this paraphrase from Ephesians
3:16,17

“Lord, help (me) to realize how rich [ am because
I belong to you. Your resources are unlimited. And
to think, they are on deposit in my name. Help me to
draw on my account daily—to seek your love, your
grace, your forgiving spirit, your compassion. As
I live out my life today, give me inner strength to
put Jesus on display through my words and actions.
I pray that you will make yourself at home in my
heart because my sin is confessed and removed by
the cross. Give me a greater capacity to experience
and understand how much you love me.”

To comment: jnm82@outlook.com or 580-302-
1142
J
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Lankford Slams TikTok CEO for Enabling
Spread of Pro-War Propaganda to Russian Public

Senators James Lankford (R-OK) and Steve Daines
(R-MT) led a group of their colleagues to demand
answers from the CEO of TikTok on their disinformation
practices in Russia. Specifically, Lankford and his
colleagues want answers on why TikTok caved to the
Kremlin and banned users from Russia from seeing
any content other than Russian state-approved media,
creating an information blackout.

“Recent reports indicate TikTok... has allowed
Russian state media to flood the platform with dangerous
pro-war propaganda. No company should find itself in
the position of amplifying the Kremlin’s lies, which fuel
public support for Russia’s war of choice in Ukraine,”
the senators wrote.

“We are deeply concerned that... TikTok is enabling
the spread of pro-war propaganda to the Russian public,
which risks adding to an already devastating human
toll for both Ukrainians and Russians,” they continued.

Lankford and Daines are joined by Senators John
Cornyn (R-TX), Cynthia Lummis (R-WY), Roger
Wicker (R-MS), and John Barrasso (R-WY).

Dear Mr. Chew,

We write to request information about actions taken by
TikTok to remove content or prohibit viewing of content
relating to the ongoing war in Ukraine. Not only has
TikTok banned users in Russia from livestreaming or
posting new content, it has also blocked users in Russia

from seeing any content uploaded by non-Russian TikTok

accounts, creating an information blackout that deprives
the Russian people access to objective reporting about
the atrocities being committed in Ukraine. Alarmingly,
recent reports indicate TikTok's non-enforcement of its
own purported moderation policies has allowed Russian
state media to flood the platform with dangerous pro-
war propaganda. No company should find itself in the
position of amplifying the Kremlin's lies, which fuel
public support for Russia’s war of choice in Ukraine.

On March 6, 2022, TikTok suspended livestreaming
and new content on its video service in Russia to protect
itself from a “fake news” law, which banned content
critical of Russia’s actions in Ukraine. We are deeply
concerned that, through its failure to equally enforce
this policy, TikTok is enabling the spread of pro-war
propaganda to the Russian public, which risks adding to
an already devastating human toll for both Ukrainians
and Russians.

According to reporting by The Washington Post,
TikTok s suspension of new video uploads and live
streams from Russia has not been equally enforced.
Research from Tracking Exposed shows that before
TikToks March 6 suspension, new uploads in Russia
related to the conflict were roughly balanced between
pro-war and anti-war content, but between March 6
and March 25, more than 93 percent were pro-war.
Alarmingly, a number of content producers evading
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TikTok s suspension are Russian state-controlled media
such as RIA Novosti, effectively making TikTok a conduit
of state propaganda. While The Washington Post
reports that while it appears TikTok belatedly closed
this loophole on March 25, the misleading, pro-regime
content that flooded the service has not been taken
down, creating an easily-accessible archive of pro-war
propaganda.

Additionally, we remain concerned that TikTok's
broader disinformation and misinformation policies
related to the Ukraine war are insufficient, fueling pro-
war sentiment among TikTok users residing beyond
Russia’s borders.

We request that TikTok provide answers to the
following questions and requests for information:

Will TikTok remove Russian state-controlled media
such as RIA Novosti from its platform?

What has TikTok done to remove pro-war content
posted on its platform in Russia and Ukraine from March
6, 2022 to March 25, 2022?

What steps has TikTok taken to enforce the suspension
of livestreaming and new content on its video service in
Russia since March 6, 2022?

Information relating to TikTok s pilot state-controlled
media account policy, including:

the jurisdictions in which TikTok is piloting its state-
controlled media account policy.

TikTok's definition of “state-controlled media
account’”’;

TikTok's approach to designating state-controlled
media accounts;

the accounts currently subject to labeling under
TikTok's pilot state-controlled media account policy; and

TikTok s processes in place to consistently enforce its
state-controlled media account policy.

Information regarding TikToks efforts to combat
disinformation and misinformation about the Ukraine
war on its platform, including:

the size and geographic location of TikTok's “safety
team focused on the Ukraine war”’;

the identities of TikTok's fact-checking corporate
partners helping to assess videos related to the Ukraine
war,

the process by which TikTok designates “coordinated
efforts to influence public opinion”;

TikTok's definition of “harmful behavior” and
behavior that “incites violence”’; and

TikTok s approach to moderating content it finds to be
false, misleading, or a coordinated effort to influence
public opinion.

Has TikTok received any communication or indication
from the Russian government related to their insistence
to see anti-war content regarding the war in Ukraine
removed, banned, or otherwise de-prioritized?
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