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Krystal Blackwell/WW
The Western Oklahoma Christian Schools 
(WOCS) of Weatherford and Clinton host-
ed their annal Hamburger Fry fundraising 
event. The room it was hosted in was full 
to capacity as the attendees participated in 
silent and online auctions.

In celebration of the holiday 
season, many of our favorite 

stores in Clinton are participating in a Christmas Open 
House. If you have some holiday gifts to get, make a trip 
to Clinton for 3 days of shopping between November 
10th at 10am - November 12th at 4pm. 

Clinton Chamber to 
Host Open House for 
Local Businesses in City
Chase Wright 
WW / Writer

SWOSU Soccer claimed 
the  GAC Tournamen t 

Championship today with a 2-0 win over Oklahoma 
Baptist. The conference championship moves the Dawgs 
into the NCAA National Tournament.

This was the third meeting between the two schools 
this season. SWOSU outscored OBU 10-0 in these three 
contests. The win avenges the 2021 GAC Tournament 
Championship defeat that SWOSU took at the hands of 
Oklahoma Baptist last year.

The Bulldogs defense was once again the most valuable 
piece of the team. OBU's attack found its way deep into 
the SWOSU side of the field many times during the game, 
but the backline stayed solid and clogged the box enough 
to keep the Bison out of the goal.

Sola Tsuruta scored in the 9' off of a penalty kick granted 
by a foul in the goalie's box on an OBU defender. She put 

the ball straight past the goalie in the top right corner of 
the net. This would be the game winning goal. Micaella 
Swain added an 80' insurance goal off of her right foot. 
The Bulldogs found running room in the middle of the 
field and a numbers advantage when Alimata Rabo 
found an open Kelsey Smith, who found an open Swain 
for the goal. Rabo and Smith were on the record for the 
assists. Sola Tsuruta won the GAC Tournament Most 
Valuable Player award as well as making the All-GAC 
Tournament Team. Ashley Hughes, Alimata Rabo, 
Micaella Swain, and Laura Jorgensen joined her on the 
All-GAC Tournament Team for the Dawgs.

This is SWOSU's fifth GAC Tournament Championship 
in school history. The win propels SWOSU to the NCAA 
Tournament with an automatic bid. Their match site and 
first opponent in the tournament will be revealed on 
Monday, November 7.

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

Soccer Wins GAC Championship, Earns NCAA Tournament Bid



Yvonne M. Fransen died 
on October 23, 2022. She 
was born on December 
6 ,  1924 ,  to  Weaver 
Lee and Stella (Ray) 
Myers of Arapaho. She 
graduated from Clinton 
High School in 1941 at 
the age of sixteen. She 
married George Fransen 
on December 10, 1942. George and Yvonne farmed 
and raised two daughters, Yvonne Jr. and GeoReta, 
in the Barnitz Creek bottom west of Arapaho. She 
worked at the cotton gin as a book-keeper, and was 
a 4-H leader and class parent for her daughters. In 
the years that followed, she enjoyed many hobbies, 
including bridge clubs, painting, tennis, snow and 
water skiing, traveling with friends, yoga, water 
aerobics, and bragging on her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Yvonne was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband, siblings: W.L. Myers and wife Opal; 
Clifford Myers and wife Milldred; ZanReta Scarce 
and husband Kenneth; and Mickey VanAlstine and 
husband Ray; sisters-in-law: Elsie Hinz and husband 
Alvin; Martha Harms and husband Walter; and 
Amanda Fransen; and brothers-in-law: Henry Fransen 
and wife Ruth; Harvey Fransen and wife Marge, 
Albert Fransen, and Jim Fransen.

She is survived by her daughters: Yvonne Carpenter 
and husband Jack (Arapaho); and GeoReta Jones and 
husband Terry (Arapaho); grandchildren: Jill Weedon 
and husband Rick (Arapaho); Shane Aneshansley and 
husband Brian (Clinton); Zach Jones and wife Loretta 
(Weatherford), and Kylie Paranto and husband Travis 
(Broomfield, CO), and eight great-grandchildren: 
Quinn, Greyson, Landon, McRae, River, Reece, Ozlo, 
and Owyn, as well as various nieces and nephews.
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LaVonda Lee Wilson 
was born September 3, 
1938, in Corn, Oklahoma 
to Sam and Anna Schmidt 
and passed away Thursday, 
October 27, 2022, at Maple 
Lawn Manor in Hydro. 
LaVonda was raised and 
attended school in Corn. 

On April 12, 1958, she 
married Donald Branson, and they made their home in 
Hydro, Oklahoma. Don and LaVonda had three children.

LaVonda married Carl Wilson November 16th, 1992.
She worked at Owl Photo and the First National Bank 
of Weatherford for several years where she enjoyed 
meeting and talking to customers. She retired from 
the bank after many years of working there. She was 
a member of the First Christian Church in Hydro and 
a member of the Red Hat Club in Weatherford. She 
enjoyed cooking, especially thin pancakes for breakfast 
for her kids, reading, square dancing, craft shows and 
spending time with and taking care of her grandkids.

LaVonda was preceded in death by her parents, son 
Chris Branson, brother Dale Schmidt, and sister Elvina 
Beasley.

LaVonda is survived by daughter Rhonda Runnels and 
husband Dusty (Enid), son Troy Branson and wife Jana 
(Weatherford), sister Carolyn Balascoe and Husband 
Noreen (Hudson, OH); six grandchildren: Nikki Swaney 
and husband Joe (Lindsay, TX); Danielle Goodall and 
husband Heath (Houston, TX); Ryan Branson and 
wife Moriah (Hobbs, NM); Colby Branson and wife 
Miranda of (Weatherford); Kyle Branson (OKC), and 
Brice Branson (OKC), and seven great-grandchildren: 
Reagan, Wes, Tucker, Abby, Melrose, Callahan, and 
Benson, as well as several nieces and nephews.

LaVonda Wilson

Otis Kile Higginbotham, 
Jr. was born January 11, 
1927, to Mr. And Mrs. 
Otis Kile Higginbotham, 
Sr. in Wichita Falls, TX 
and passed away Monday, 
October 31, 2022, in the 
Brookdale Assisted Living 
Center in Weatherford.

He was raised in Wichita 
Falls, TX, and McCurtain, OK where he graduated 
from high school. He continued his education at 
Oklahoma A & M and was a member of the ROTC 
program and received a degree in Engineering. He 
was commissioned in the U.S. Army and retired as 
Colonel. He soon began a second career with the Civil 
Service and served on several projects, including being 
Resident Engineer for the Denison Dam.

He married the love of his life Claudia Francille 
Mosteller on June 6, 1947, in McCurtain, OK and they 
just celebrated their 75th Wedding Anniversary. They 
have been residents of the Brookdale Assisted Living 
Center in Weatherford. He was a member of the Faith 
Fellowship Church, past member of the Lions Club and 
Kiwanis Club in Denison, TX. He enjoyed playing golf, 
wood working, church choir, traveling, and gardening.

He was preceded in death by his parents, brother=Jim 
Higginbotham, and sisters Elsie Baker and Lola Mae 
Higginbotham.

He is survived by his wife, sons: Clint Higginbotham 
and wife Wanda (Clinton); and James Higginbotham, 
and wife Mary (Cordell), six grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Otis Higginbotham

Robert Paul Flaming 
was born November 11, 
1946, to George and Lois 
(Barrick) Flaming in 
Clinton, OK. He went to 
be with his Lord on Friday, 
October 28, 2022, in his 
Clinton home, surrounded 
by family and friends.

He was raised in Clinton, 
OK and Denver, CO and he graduated from Clinton High 
School 1964. After he completed high school, he enlisted 
in the U.S. Army on February 13, 1965 and served his 
country for six years. For most of his life, he worked in 
the Trucking Industry and retired at the age of 71.

One of his greatest passions was going to church and he 
was baptized into the General Assembly and Church of 
the First Born on June 2, 2002, by Brother Kent McAbee.

He was an avid fan of Louis Lamour Westerns, John 
Wayne, and Oklahoma University Football.

He is preceded in death by his mother, dad, and 
stepfathers, Clayton Johnson and Albert Stout.

He is survived by his loving wife Tonjua, daughters: 
Darla Waldron and husband, Jim, Casper, WY, Kristi 
Dodd, Sara Hicks, and Suzzi Dixon, all of Clinton, 
OK; son Stetson Flaming, OKC, OK, brother James 
Flaming of Kansas, and nephew Kelley, OKC, OK. He 
is also survived by nine grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Bob Flaming

Wanda Hensley was born 
January 22, 1934, to Oscar 
Sutton and Bertie Sutton 
in Hydro, OK and passed 
away Wednesday, October 
26, 2022, at Homestead of 
Clinton.

Wanda graduated from 
Hydro High School in 
1951. She continued her 
education at SWOSU in Weatherford and received her 
business degree in 1954. She married William Ronald 
Hensley on August 26, 1954, in Perryton, TX. She 
was employed with Bill Teel Chevrolet, Elise Cornell 
Accounting Firm and retired from Bluncks Studio after 
30 years. She was a longtime and faithful member for 
over 60 years of Broadway Heights Baptist Church, and 
she taught Sunday School for most of those years. She 
enjoyed cooking, sewing, gardening, and doing ceramics. 
Affectionately known as “Nana,” her family was her top 
priority and she loved to do things for them.

She was preceded in death by her parents, brothers: 
Neil Sutton, Frank Sutton; and sisters: Florence Stepp 
and Wildadine Suttton. She is survived by her husband, 
daughters: Susan Moore and husband David of Clinton; 
and Lori Stevenson and husband Randy of El Reno; 
grandchildren Sumner Hernandez and husband Ricardo of 
Clinton; Addie Acosta and husband Silvestre of Clinton; 
Korbet Moore and wife Channah of Albuquerque, NM; 
Gentry Stevenson of El Reno; great-grandchildren: 
Audrie, Sutton, Scout, Sawyer, Sevy, and Sully, all of 
Clinton; and Rosie Moore of Albuquerque, NM.

Wanda Hensley

Curtis Daniel Gerner 
was born September 7, 
1932, to Philip and Otillie 
(Rendschmidt) Gerner 
in Custer City, OK and 
passed away Tuesday, 
October 25, 2022, in Elk 
City, OK, to continue his 
work for the Lord. Curtis’s 
childhood years was spent 
with his brother Philip and three sisters: Louis, Marie 
and Eva. He attended Custer City Schools and married 
the love of his life, Genelle Jones on April 18, 1969. His 
life was centered around farming, fishing, driving the 
school bus and trying to become closer to the Lord every 
day. He loved his family, farming and the International 
Tractor and, of course, his pet cows.

He is survived by his daughter Sherry Factor, grand-
children: Zach Renison and his wife Mindy, and Carissa 
Renison, and four great-grandchildren: Coleton, Keiton, 
Jayden, and Kaylee.

He is preceded in death by his wife, parents, son 
Courtney Clift, and several brothers and sisters.

Curtis Gerner

Yvonne Fransen

Weldon "Harold" Hyman 
was born February 3, 1930, 
at the family farm north of 
Strong City, OK to John 
and Ethel Hyman. Life 
was difficult growing up 
as the sixth of nine sons. It 
became even harder when 
Harold’s mother passed 
away when he was only six 
years old. The three youngest in the family went to live 
with aunts and uncles while Harold remained at home 
with his dad and brothers. John never remarried.

During World War II with many men gone to the Army, 
there was a shortage of school bus drivers. Harold was 
given special permission to drive the school bus at 16. 
He loved playing basketball in high school. In 1948 
Harold and his other three classmates were the last class 
to officially graduate from Strong City High School. 
After high school, Harold joined the U.S. Army and was 
deployed to Korea. Serving our country was of utmost 
importance to Harold, and he appreciated it when others 
recognized his service.

When Harold returned from Korea, he married Dorris 
Fern Vignal of Hammon, Oklahoma on August 19, 1952. 
They moved to Ft. Lewis, Washington to complete his 
time in the military. After being honorably discharged 
from the U.S. Army, Harold and Dorris returned to 
Oklahoma to be near their families. They worked together 
as a close team and established Hyman Oil Company 
where Harold became an oil jobber for Conoco and later 
Kerr-McGee.

Harold and Dorris retired in 2002 after nearly 49 years 
of hard work and spent the next few years travelling in 
their motorhome until declining health prevented them 
from travelling any longer. Harold was very active in 
the Clinton Church of Christ and served as a deacon. He 
also spearheaded the Uplift Ministry for several years. 
Throughout those years, he loved to greet everyone each 
Sunday morning and was known to children as the “Candy 
Man” as his pockets were always full of smarties.

After 59 years Harold lost the love of his life and 
business partner in 2011. After losing Dorris he continued 
to be active and enjoyed his lunches at the Branding Iron 
each day and coffee with his close friends at McDonald’s 
each afternoon. Harold always said that he and his coffee 
buddies worked to solve the problems of the world.

He was preceded in death by his parents, eight brothers, 
his wife Dorris, and, most recently, his youngest son Mike. 

He is survived by his children: Sharon and Buck 
Buchanan of Edmond, Oklahoma, Dewayne “Buzzy” and 
Gail Hyman of Weatherford, Oklahoma; Anita Hyman of 
Edmond, Oklahoma; and daughter-in-law Kim Hyman 
of Hammon, Oklahoma. Harold also leaves behind 6 
grandchildren: Kelley Buchanan, Kasey Buchanan, Shane 
Hyman, Stacey Johnston, Kenli Miller and Jacota Hyman 
as well as 5 great-grandchildren: Zachary, Camden, 
Aniston, Langston and Kaizlee. Harold is also survived 
by several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Harold Hyman
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Many caregivers struggle 
to provide care for their 

loved ones on their own. The South Western Oklahoma 
Development Authority (SWODA) Area Agency on 
Aging (AAA) believes it’s important caregivers know 
they are not alone in their struggle to help their loved ones. 

SWODA AAA provides for respite services for eligible 
caregivers in partnership with the Department of Human 
Services, Aging Services Division. 

Studies have shown caregivers will give better care, 
maintain their own health, and have reduced levels of 
stress if they can get away from the responsibilities of 
providing care even if it’s for only a few hours. Respite 
does just that. It provides a way for a caregiver to get 
out of the everyday routine of caring for their loved one. 

For example, a caregiver has the option of using respite 
services to go to a doctor’s appointment, to get their hair 
done, to visit friends at a coffee shop, or even go to a 
movie.

Caregivers are defined as "people of any age caring 
for someone 60 years of age or older with two Activities 
of Daily Living Impairments (dressing, bathing, eating, 
transferring, toileting, or walking) and/or requiring 
substantial assistance because of a cognitive or other 
mental impairment."

If you or someone you know is interested in the 
Caregiver Respite Voucher Program, please contact Joanie 
Swanson, caregiver coordinator with SWODA Area 
Agency on Aging, at 800-627-4882, ext. 126, or e-mail 
Joanie at joanie@swoda.org. 

Mary Peck 
SWODA Marketing Associate

Financial Resources Available for Caregivers  (SWODA)

Bobby and Nancy Maynard 
of Aurora, CO have made a 

substantial charitable gift to Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University (SWOSU).

Dr. Bobby “Bob” Maynard is a 1977 SWOSU 
graduate and a 1981 graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences. He and his wife Nancy 
both practiced medicine at Great Falls Clinic in 
Great Falls, Montana for over thirty years until their 
retirements in 2021. Bob specialized in internal 
medicine and Nancy in pediatrics.

Per the Maynards’ request, their donation will be used 

to provide scholarships to students of color at SWOSU.
“We are so grateful to Drs. Bob and Nancy Maynard 

for their generosity and thoughtfulness,” said SWOSU 
President Dr. Diana “Diane” Lovell. “Our students will 
benefit from the scholarship assistance they have so 
graciously provided.”

The SWOSU Foundation, Inc. was established in 
1977 to promote philanthropy, award scholarships, 
and distribute funds to support the activities and 
programs of SWOSU. For more information, please 
contact us at 580-774-3267 or visit our website at www.
SWOSUFoundation.com.

Mary Peck 
SWODA Marketing Associate

SWOSU Announces Gift From Bob & Nancy Maynard 

Oklahoma Centennial Ranch Award Recognized
T h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c 

Preservation Office of the 
Oklahoma Historical Office has approved an Oklahoma 
Centennial Ranch Award to the Robert William and 
Eva Mae Winters’ ranch. Brothers Gary Ralph Winters 
of Altus and Richard William Winters of Konawa and 
cousin Danny Wayne Winters of Oklahoma City are 
owners of the ranch. They are grandsons of the original 
homesteaders. The ranch is located in western Kiowa 
County ranch, south of Lone Wolf and next to the North 
Fork of the Red River. 

In the Kiowa-Comanche-Apache opening, a land 
lottery was offered on August 6, 1901 which formed 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Caddo Counties. Some persons 

entered the drawing and never intended to homestead a 
farm or ranch, but rather as a way to make money. Many 
sold their lot number to people who actually wanted to 
homestead a claim with at least five years of residency 
and improvements. It seems logical that Robert William 
Winters had bought a claim from someone whose name 
had been drawn in the lottery because his one brother 
and one sister also got claims to the north of his claim. 
That would have been highly improbable in a drawing 
of 13,000 claims out of the 165,000 registered persons.

Robert William Winters filed his claim on October 29, 
1901 as recorded on the Land Track Books. He married 

(See RANCH, Page 10)

Mary Peck 
SWODA Marketing Associate



SWOSU Football had 
the No. 17-ranked team in 

Division II on the ropes in the fourth quarter following 
a blocked punt that was returned for a touchdown 
that gave the Dawgs a lead, but it was Harding who 
finished the quarter strong by scoring two consecutive 
touchdowns to escape Weatherford by a 37-29 margin.

The blocked punt started with Ashton Hamby who 
got his hand on the ball which sent it straight up into 
the air and directly into Keldric Martin's hands with 
running room in front of him. Martin took it 34 yards 
for the score and everyone inside Milam Stadium felt the 
momentum shift. The special teams score gave SWOSU 
a 23-21 lead with 11:17 remaining in the game. Harding 

did however, block the ensuing extra-point to make the 
score only a six-point swing.  On the following drive, the 
defense was one down away from keeping momentum 
on the home side but could not hold the Bisons on fourth 
and five, which kept their drive alive. It was nearly a four-
and-out and SWOSU would have gotten the ball back in 
Harding territory looking to extend the lead. Instead, the 
Bisons converted the fourth down play with a nine-yard 
pass which was HU quarterback Cole Keylon's only pass 
completion of the game. Seven plays later, Harding had 
regained the lead with a 29-yard touchdown run.

A Bulldog offense three-out-out on the following drive 
did not help the cause, but it was a failed punt attempt 
that proved costly. Harding got the ball at the 17-yard 
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Bulldog Upset Bid of No. 17 Harding Falls Short
Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

line and extended the lead to two scores four runs later.
Trailing 37-23, SWOSU inched back with a seven-

play, 75-yard drive capped off by a 24-yard Tylan Morton 
run, but a failed onside kick sealed the outcome. 37-29 
final.

Morton finished the afternoon 19-38 through the air 
for 161 yards and one touchdown, and added another 81 
yards on the ground which included the aforementioned 
score. Special teams was a roller coaster for both sides 
on Saturday. They might be the reason the game was so 
close to begin with. Harding jumped out to a 14-point 
lead in the first quarter before SWOSU finally got a stop 
on defense to force a punt. The Bisons long snapped 
floated a wobbly ball to the punter who could not handle 
the snap, and the Dawgs recovered the poorly executed 
play in Harding territory.

 Morton found Jalen Lampley in the end zone for a 
13-yard touchdown pass and catch and SWOSU was 
right back in the game at 14-7 nearing the end of the 
first quarter.

 Lampley led all pass catchers in the contest with six 
grabs for 70 yards and his score.

 The defense came alive in the second quarter, holding 
Harding to zero points. Meanwhile, the Bulldogs 
managed a field goal late in the half to go into the locker 
room trailing just 14-10.

Both sides scored one touchdown in the third quarter 
and entering the fourth it was Harding with a 21-17 lead.

Defensively, SWOSU was led by Anakin Aupiu 
who tallied 13 tackles. Martin added 11, followed by 
Courtney Ledyard and Jameon Mitchell with 10 apiece.

SWOSU's loss moves them to 3-7 on the season. They 
have lost five straight games and will look to finally stop 
that streak next Saturday against Northwestern in the 
season finale. That game will be Senior Day, where all 
Bulldogs playing their final game will be honored prior 
to the start of the game. 
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LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS

Sponsored by:

WEATHERFORD CC / RESOLUTION - The 
Weatherford City Commission has approved a res-
olution of a project sponsorship for a transporta-
tion alternatives program application and mainte-
nance commitment for the Shooting Star Park. It's 
an 80/20 $2 million grant. The grant application is 
due by the end of November.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHERFORD CC / HOTEL MOTEL - The 
Weatherford City Commission approved four grant 
recommendations from the hotel/motel committee 
for various events in the city of Weaterford. One of 
the grants was for $12,000 for an Oklahoma Corn-
hole Association major tournament to be held in 
Weatherford in December.  The commission also 
approved grant funding for the Weatherford High 
School Max Dipple wrestling tournament in De-
cember, the Weatherford classic basketball tourna-
ment in January and billboard advertising for the 
Stafford Air & Space Museum.  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BURNS FLAT / SPACEPORT - A new organiza-
tion formed by a group of talented aviation profes-
sionals plans to locate at the Oklahoma Spaceport 
at Burns Flat. Premium aerospace Oklahoma will 
be a difference maker in the aircraft painting in-
dustry and maintenance service. It's a four phase 
project that will bring 450-600 new jobs.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHERFORD / AIRPORT - Weatherford 
economic development director Yolanda Creswell 
said a ribbon cutting for the newly completed air-
port terminal is planned for next month. Officials 
said pre-registration will need to be done to attend 
the event scheduled for November 22 at 1pm. Any 
questions can be directed to economic develop-
ment director Creswell.

CLINTON CC / AGREEMENT - Clinton City 
Council meeting as the hospital authority approved a 
managment services agreement with Carrus Health-
care for the provisions of management services for 
Clinton Regional Hospital. Carrus Healthcare is 
scheduled to take over operations of the hospital on 
January 1st, 2023.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
OHP / CANTON LAKE - The Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol said its dive team was activated on Sunday for 
a submerged vehicle in Canton Lake at the Canadian 
campground area boat ramp. Authorities said a per-
son had reported he was a passenger in a vehicle that 
went into the water with three other occupants who 
did not make it out. Divers conducted a recon of the 
vehicle and the surrounding area and did not find any 
victims. Authorities said they did find everyone safe. 
Divers recovered the vehicle in about 8 feet of water.

WRH / INPATIENT OUTPATIENT VOLUMES - 
The chief executive officer of Weatherford Regional 
Hospital told the hospital authority that the hospital 
has had busy inpatient and outpatient volumes. Bri-
an Denton said all emergency rooms were full and 
said it has been that way recently. Denton said there 
were about 900 emergency room visits in the month 
of October.  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHERFORD / FIRE CAUSE - Weatherford 
Fire Chief Mike Karlin provides an update on the lat-
est in the investigation, surrounding the cause of the 
fire at Trinity Baptist church in Weatherford. Karlin 
said the official cause will be listed as undetermined 
even though officials are leaning heavily that the fire 
was electrical in nature. Karlin said the fire originat-
ed above the ceiling in the northeast corner of the 
sanctuary.  

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for 
more information. Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. 
Please call (580) 637-2345 or (580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK Community Center “Bible Study,” Every Monday Night 
from 7:00-8:00 Hwy 58. Five  miles South of Hwy 152. For more Information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to 
the Public. Oklahoma Parkinson's Alliance, monthly support group meeting the second Thursday of each month, exclud-
ing December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford's Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. Patients, caregivers, family or friends are 
welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson's Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@oklahomapa.org.

Happy Birthday Wishes for Nov. 9th - Arial Cunningham, Sabrina Dungan, Norman Kissler, 
Heather Matz, Milly Maynard, Myrna Perkins, Joe Slann, Donna Webb, Brittany Wile, Ryan Wil-
son, Amy Young; Nov. 10th - Jamie Albright, Rick Goodall, Stetson Green, Braden Hinton, 
Garrett Holley, Linda Hulsey, Heather May, Naomi Nickles, Landon Scales, Rheba Smith, 
Amber Snider, Becky Stotts, Lindsey Thomason, John Towe; Nov. 11th -  Kimberly Chervenka, 
T.C. Garrison, Blake Hook, Matt Lantz, Wesson Shaw, Nancy Stinson, Kenna Wise; 
Nov. 12th - Carmen Arriaga Jr., Clint Bridgeman, Jamie Carrizales, Alex Gomez, Clinton Horn, 
Nathan Hunn, Keith Miller, Mike Parrish, Jeff Schneberger, Stephen Short, Cody Thiessen, 
Harold Wright; Nov. 13th - Kimberly Banuelos, Larry Cagle, McKinsey Cloninger, Kobe Malone, 
Brittany Nix, Patty Radka, Blake Sappington, Dale Schomp, Claudia Wright, Chase Wright, 
Tami Young; Nov. 14th - Krystal Blackwell, Nelda Bonner, Pat Gatchel, Adam Hopper, Cindy 
Jackson, David MaCarthy, Mike Ringler, Diana Scott, Donna Smith, Maria Thorpe, Dalton Ward; 
Nov. 15th - Jessica Bandy, June Black, E.M. Bray, Nick Brennfoerder, Rodney Brooks, 
Gabriella Butler, David Hiler, Tessa Ingram, Addison Lyon, Mason Palmer, Cindy Ritchison, 
Heather Silcott, Mike Torres, Kyle Yoder.

In American Numismatics 
are some coins which set the 
bar very high in excellence 
and quality. 

The 1831 a $5 gold half 
eagle coin had a mintage 
total of 140,594 pieces. The 
above pictured coin was 
saved by an astute collector 
of a finely maid product of 
Philadelphia.

For reasons known only 
by the mint most of the 1831 
$5 gold coin production 

were melted. John Dannreuther, a rare coin dealer 
in Hollywood, California, estimates no more than 
50 examples survive today. 

The above coin was certified by the Professional 
Coin Grading Service (PCGS) as a Mint State 65+. 
It sold at auction on October 20, 2022, for $387,750. 

Do you need help selling a coin collection? Need 
money for the upcoming holiday season? Call The 
Coin Guy at 580-890-8076. We can meet at the 
Downtown diner in Weatherford to discuss your 
needs. Coffee is on me. Thanks for reading. 

Trent Boesen

"The Coin Guy"
-

Proof-like 1831 Gold Coin 
attains High Price at Auction
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The Cl inton Veteran 
Center will be celebrating 

and honoring veterans this week beginning on 
Wednesday, November 9th. At 10 am, they will host 
their annual program with some special military 
keynote speakers. 

On Veterans Day, the Clinton Veterans Center will 

be driving their veterans through the parade route on 
Frisco Ave. throughout the day, they’ll also be taking 
their veterans to different Veteran’s Day events and 
programs at schools and organizations around the area. 

These programs are a great opportunity for 
generational connections for our students and future 
leaders as we celebrate our veterans.

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

Clinton Veterans Center Celebrating Veterans Day

Krystal Blackwell/WW
Caden Hunter, a senior at Weatherford High School recently signed a letter of intent to 
play baseball at Pratt Community College. Pictured front row is Caden Hunter; Back Row 
(from left) is Coach Cory Miller, parents Ty and Jenny Hunter, and Coach Blaine Perkins.



38 Year Growing Weather-
ford Business! - Full-Time 
Guaranteed Hours! Positions 
Available: Service Technicians, 
Framing, Carpentry, Construction, 
Small Engines, Fence Builders, 
Farm-Hand/Labor! Apply now at 
609 E Tom Stafford.

Cartwheel Coins of Custer 
County has silver coins for 
sale. I live in Weatherford. (580) 
890-8076. thisoldcoin@yahoo.
com Trent

2012 Chevy Cruise - 114,000 
miles. Great condition. $6800. 
580-330-3489.

1982 Oldsmobile 98 - good body 
but needs repair. $1500 OBO. 
405-687-0693

A/C compressor for vehicle 
$150. Call or Text 580-330-3489

Yamaha 750 4-wheeler scrap 
parts. Best offer. 405-639-9667

2015 Dodge - Regular pickup 
bed. $1000. 405-639-9667

'87 Cadillac Brougham- fully 
loaded, $2,500. 405-639-9667

2006 Chevy HHR - Good on gas! 
$4,500. 580-330-3489

Set of 5 Tires - Plenty of Tread. 
$100. 235/65R18. Weatherford. 
(918) 415 - 4236.

20ft gooseneck stock trailer  
almost new tires. $3,500. 580-
309-1988

2 red military type Jerry fuel 
cans. $30 each or 2 for $50. 580-
330-1437. 

2001 Honda 600CC - good 
conidition, new battery, navy blue, 
16k miles, $2,000. 405-892-8301

2 Yamaha ATV's - $3000 per 
or get both for $5000. Call 580-
628-1383

2003 Toyota Rav 4 - New 
shocks, front-end, 02 sensors, 
windshield. Has back tire cover, 
good upolstery and back cargo 
cover. No check engine lights. 
220,000 miles. $3,500 obo. 580-
799-7834

2000 Chevy Venture Van - 
$2200 Comes with 3 brand new 
tires. 580-613-0108

FREE Baby High Chair - Call 
580-613-0108.

Adirondack chairs - handmade 
with screws instead of nails. $70. 
580-613-0108

All wood rocking chair - $65. 
580-613-0108

Coil roofing air nailgun - like 
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails. 
$350. 580-330-1437.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765

2 Matching Swivel Chairs - metal 
backs and padded cushions. $35/
each. 580-613-0108

2 Air Conditioner Window Units 
- both $100 each. 580-772-7997

3 Dirt devil hand held vacuum 
- $30/each. Call at 580-613-0108

Large executive desk - $100. 
Exterior doors--several solid core 
wood and 1 metal door. $50 each. 
Call 580-772-7997

Mirrors! Large, framed: $50; Full 
length:  $10. 580-613-0108

Blue Twin Sofa Bed - Englander 
Mattress. $75. 580-713-3136.

Nice Padded Dining Chairs - 
$10 Each. 580-613-0108.

Entertainment Center - 58' x 52'. 
TV Slot is 28' x 33'. $175 + Free 
TV. Big Screen TV Holder for $30. 
580-302-1070.

Troybilt Garden Tiller - 7HP 
motor, like new. $600. 8N Ford 
tractor, good condition. $1,500.  
(580) 729-0001
Weed Burner with Water Spray. 

Safety j. $100. 580-890-9442

For Sale - 1 man hoe, 1 gal. 
sprayer, 2 ft and 6 ft ladders, 
post hole diggers, pull golf cart, 
kerosene camping stove, cooks 
and heaters, several gallon 
kerosene tanks, 245/60R18 tire, 
good spare, 2 folding chairs, new 
wrenches, hand tools, 4-inch vise 
handmade work bench. 405-246-
8952, 10am-8pm.

20-in. Lawn Mower - 155 C.I. 
Briggs Stratton engine, easy start, 
runs good, uses little if any oil. $45. 
405-246-8952. 10am-8pm.

18" Muccullough Chainsaw - 
brand new chain with case and 
extra chain. $50. 2 Ryobi/1 Bolens 
Weed Eaters. 10" Craftsman 
tablesaw. (580) 819-1399.

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the 
Friends For Life Animal Society. 
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs 
available. Browse adoptable 
animals at www.okfflas.org

Border Collie Puppies - 4 males, 
1 female from ABCA registered 
Dam and Sire on premises. Very 
healthy and energetic pups are 
ready for a forever home now. 
Know about Border Collies before 
getting one. Clinton. 405-334-7516 
$350. Text for photo/video/info. 
jlinderer@hotmail.com 

Jack Russell Puppies - $400 has 
shots, wormed, tails doct, claws 
removed. No text, phone call only, 
please! 580-301-0253.

For Sale - Mini Australian shep-
herd, male. Toy Australian shep-
herd, female. 580-614-1241.
 
Guard Dogs for Sale - Gentle 
Giants that get aggressive when 
necessary. Trained. Good with 
animals. Protect the flock or the 
home. $800 each. 580-613-0108.

An All-Natural Pet Company 
designed to keep your FUR 
BABIES healthy inside and out. 
Made by Veterinarians in the USA 
with a 90 day 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. Having wide variety 
of products Food, Supplements, 
Toys to help all your FUR BABIES. 
Weatherford, OK. 580-623-3593. 

4 Pomegranean Puppies - 
6-weeks old as of 10/20. 2 Black-
and-White females, 1 Black Male, 
and 1 Brown Male. Call for info and 
price. (903) 808-0312.

Moving Sale! - Items for grabs 
include: 3-Cushion Denim 
Queen size Hide-a-Bed Couch; 
(2) 30x36 Oil Paintings; Drop 
Leaf Walnut Wood Coffee Table; 
Stackable White End Tables with 
Trays; Adjustable Full Size Bed; 
Hand-Painted Ceramic Lamp. 
Located at the Corn Heritage 
Center. 405-757-5773. 

BEEF! - Natural grass fed 
longhorn beef, 95% lean, no 
hormones, non-GMO. Can sell 
a few pounds or up to a whole 
beef, Located in Fay, OK. Call 
580-445-8223.

1983 Return of the Jedi Vintage 
metal lunch box - Does not 
come with the thermos. $80.00 
OBO. (580)-330-1437

1980 Empire Strikes Back 
Vintage metal lunch box - W/
thermos $85.00 OBO. Please text 
or call (580)-330-1437

FREE - fold-up baby stroller. 
Comes with umbrella. Call or text 
580-613-0108.

For Sale - organic eggs from 
free range chickens. $3/dozen. 
580-613-0108

FRESH PEANUTS -  Raw, 
Roasted, In-shell, Peanut Brittle, 
www.gooberhouse.com. Located 
in Carnegie, 580-654-1175

For Sale - 14 inch x 1/8 inch tools 
segment rim, concrete blades 1 is 
new, 1 is used both are diamond 
products brand from Ohio good 
blades; both for $250 (580) 819-
2280

Horseback Trail Rides - Horses 
provided. Hayrides, cookouts, 
riding lessons, lunch/dinner rides, 
bring your horse too and more! 
Like us on Facebook at "Old 
Caldwell Trail Stables." 2 mi. SE 
of Fay. www.oldcaldwelltrail.com.  
(580) 309-0135.

Rock Shop - Equipment and 
Inventory. Call for Details at 580-
819-2280.

For Sale - baby grand piano. 
Redwood finish. Vose and sons, 
very beautiful. $1,300. 580-613-
0108.

FREE Playground - Includes filler 
sand. Just south of WFD. Bring a 
truck or semi. You load. Has some 
grass and small rocks in it that can 
be raked out. 580-330-1437.

For Sale - Odds & Ends. Wood 
and sheet metal. $150. Call 405-
639-9667

Side by side refrigerator/
freezer - $125. 580-774-7242

For Sale - Oilfield Drillbit. 3 head 
and HEAVY. $300. Call 580-330-
1437

Justin Steel Toe Boots - Brand 
New. 11D. Super comfortable. 
No Box. $150. 580-330-1437 

German WW2 era- type, 
large mans ring with various 
symbols and runes all over 
NOT from the 30’s-40’s. $75.00 
OBO.  Call (580)-330-1437.

For Sale - Red stack on tool 
chest top and bottom. $300. 580-
330-1437

For Sale - Authentic Sombrero 
from Mexico. $50. 580-613-0108.

Firewood - Seasonal hardwood. 
580-302-1935.

For Sale - Seasoned Firewood. 
$75/rick. Apricot and Pecan 
Grilling Wood. $60/half-rick. 
Thomas. 580-661-1676.

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
classifieds@westokweekly.com

(580) 772-5939

HELP WANTED!

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

110099  WW..  MMaaiinn  SStt..    HHyyddrroo,,  OOKK    7733004488    440055--666633--22335544
OOppeenn  MMoonnddaayy  --  SSaattuurrddaayy  77::0000  AAMM  --  77::0000  PPMM

NNoovveemmbbeerr  77tthh  --  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2266tthh

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee
Food Club Salad Dressing 16oz All Varieties…......... $1.89 Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries 12oz bag…....... 2 for $5.00
General Mills Chex Cereals All Varieties…............... $3.88 Honey Crisp or Gala Apples….............................. $1.49 lb.
Gold Medal Flour 5 lb. bag…................................... $3.49 Red or Green Seedless Grapes….................... 2 lbs. $5.00
Food Club Layer Cake Mixes All Varieties…......... $0.99 U.S. #1 Sweet Potato….......................................... $0.99 lb.
Shawnee Corn Bread Mix 6.5 oz….............................. $0.69 Celery …................................................................ $0.79 stalk
Food Club Granulated Sugar 4 lb. bag…..................... $2.79 Yellow Onions….............................................. $0.99 lb.
Food Club Powdered or Brown Sugar 2 lb. bag….... $1.79 U.S. #1 Russet Potatoes 10 lb. bag…..................... $3.79
Food Club Evaporated Milk 12oz…......................... $1.19 FFrroozzeennFood Club Sweetened Condensed Milk 14oz…........ $1.88
Food Club Ripe Olives 6 oz All Varieties…............ 2 for $3.00 Cool Whip 8 oz All Varieties…......................... $1.99
Food Club Oats 18oz Old Fashioned or Quick…...... $2.49 Fields Pecan Pies 32oz…...................................... $7.59
Food Club Light Corn Syrup 32oz…................... $2.49 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream 4 qt. pail…................................. $5.89
Cravin Pretzels All Varieties…............................... 2 for $4.00 Mrs. Smith Pumpkin Pies….............................................. $4.99
Lipton Family Size Tea Bags 22-24 ct All Varieties…. 2 for $5.00 FDC Broccoli Cuts, Whole Kernel Corn, Carrots 12oz…..............$0.78
Food Club Mandarin Oranges 15oz…...................... 2 for $3.00
Food Club Pumpkin 15oz….............................. $1.49 MMeeaattFood Club Green Beans, Corn, Peas 14.5oz - 15.25. $0.79
Food Club Beef or Chicken Broth 32oz…................ 2 for $3.00 Fricks Ham Portions Shank …$2.89 lb Large Ends…....$3.09 lb…
Campbells Cream of Chicken or Mushroom Soup…...... 2 for $3.00 Baby Back Ribs…............................................. $3.99 lb.
Stove Top Stuffing 6oz All Varieties….......................... 2 for $5.00 Wrights Sliced Bacon…........................................ $5.99 lb.

DDaaiirryy Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast........................... $3.79 lb.
Boneless Rib Eye Steak….................................... $13.99 lb.

Pillscury Cinnamon Rolls 12.4oz…....................... $2.99 Trimmed Beef Brisket…................................................. $4.99 lb.
Pillsbury Pie Crust 2 ct box….................................. $3.99 Fryer Drumsticks or Thighs….................................... $1.49 lb.
Pillsbury Crescent Rolls All Varieties….................... $2.99    DDrryy  GGrroocceerryyFood Club Heavy Whipping Cream 32oz…..................... $4.69
Food Club Half and Half Pint…..................................... $1.69 Simply Done Fibre Plates 15 ct…............................. $3.49
Food Club Milk All Gallons…......................................... $3.98 Angel Soft Bath Tissue 16 roll…............................ $14.99
Food Club Sour Cream 16oz…................................ $2.29 Simply Done Plastic Cups 50 ct…........................ $3.79

PETS & ANIMALS

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
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Capri Sun Drinks 10 pkg…............................................. $2.88 Seedless Red or Black Grapes…......................... 2 lbs. $3.00
Libby Peaches, Pears, Cocktail 15 - 15.25 oz…............. $2.39 Avocados…........................................................ $0.99 each
Del Monte Corn, Green Beans, Peas 14.5oz - 15.2 oz…..... 5 for $5.00 U.S. #1 Sweet Potatoes…................................... $0.99 each
Food Club Diced Tomatoes 14.5oz….......................... $0.68 Yellow or Zucchini Squash…............................. $1.69 lb.
Food Club Stuffing All Varieties…................................... $0.88 Fresh Cranberries 12 oz pkg…........................ 2 for $5.00
Kelloggs Froot Loops Cereal 18.4oz…........................... $4.99 Gala or Honeycrisp Apples…................................. $0.99 lb.
Wide Awake Coffee 10 ct. box All Varieties…................ $4.28 Strawberries 16oz box............................................ $2.99 each
Food Club Pumpkin 15oz…................................. $1.29 
Food Club Gravy Mixes All Varieties…...................... 2 for $0.79
Food Club Macaroni and Cheese Dinners 7.25oz…...... 2 for $1.00 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream 4 qt. pail…........................ $5.49
Food Club Baking Chips 10-12oz All Varieties…....... $1.98 Totinos Party Pizza All Varieties…................................ 3 for $5.00
Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 8.5oz…..................................... $0.79 Pillsbury Toaster Strudel 11.7oz…................................ $2.99 
Knorr Rice or Noodle Sides All Varieties….................. 2 for $3.00 Totinos Pizza Rolls…..................................................... $4.99 
Food Club Butter Beans or Kidney Beans 15.5oz…... $0.69 FDC Mini Corn on the Cob 12 ct…................ $3.69 
Food Club Chili Beans 15.5 oz….............................. $0.69
Food Club Tomato Sauce 8 oz All Varieties…............. 2 for $0.79
J.J. Fried Pies All Varieties….............................. $0.69
Kraft Velveeta Shells and Cheese Dinner 12oz…....... $4.59 Kretschmar  Honey Ham…................................. $5.99 lb.
Food Club Diced Tomatoes and Chilis 10oz…................... $0.79 Boneless New York Strip Steak…....................... $9.99 lb.
Food Club Peanut Butter 16oz….......................................... $1.79 Boneless Pork Loin Roast….............................. $2.89 lb.
General Mills Chex Cereals…....................... $3.88 Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast….................. $3.19 lb.

Fricks Ham Steaks…............................................. $4.99 lb.
Sheboygan Bratwurst 16oz All Varieties…............ $4.99 

Kraft Velveeta 32oz…................................................... $7.88 Opas Smoked Sausage All Varieties 16oz…......... $5.89
Red Diamond Tea All Gallons…..................................... $2.48    

Food Club Dip 12oz All Varieties…................................. 2 for $3.00
Yoplait Yogurt 4oz - 6oz All Varieties…........................ 2 for $1.00 Viva Multi-surface Towels 6 roll pkg…..................... $8.99 
Food Club Butter 16oz….............................................................. $3.48 Fiora Bath Tissue 12 Double Rolls…................... $5.99 
Food Club Half and Half 16oz…................................................. $1.49 Simply Done Foam Plates 50 ct…........................... 2 for $3.00

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

OOccttoobbeerr  2244tthh  --  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77tthh  

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
405-663-2354

109 W. Main St.
Hydro, OK 73048

Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

Call 
580-772-5939
To Run Your 

FREE
Classified Ad 

Today!
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/04/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate 
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Katie Bartmann 
Financial Advisor

212 W Main Street 
Weatherford, OK 73096 
580-772-1832

3-month 3.85
6-month 4.50
1-year 4.65

"America Recycles Day" Conjunction Event Hosted by Weatherford, OK
T h e  W e a t h e r f o r d 

Environmental  Group is 
sponsoring a special event, The Weatherford Recycling 
Event. The event, organized by Weatherford citizens, 
is part of the effort to “keep our city green, clean 
and beautiful” and is in conjunction with America 
Recycles Day. When certain items and appliances need 
to be replaced, they can be burdensome to dispose of 
properly. That’s why this special recycling day will 
include support for handling special emphasis items, 
like large metal items and appliances. On November 
12th, between 9a - 3p, everyone in Weatherford is 
encouraged to bring their items to The Materials 

Processing & Education Center for the Weatherford 
Recycling Center at 602 East Clark St. 

In addition to the other special emphasis items 
handled on that day, the center will be accepting: 
non-working electronic items, light bulbs (fluorescent, 
LED, and incandescent), lead-acid type batteries, 
household batteries, batteries found in vehicles and 
equipment, and phone books. They’ll also be accepting 
any personal papers that require shredding with a $5 
donation. TVs will not be accepted at the event. 

If you have any working electronic items, it’s asked 
that they be taken to the Et Cetera Shop. Outside of the 
event times, the Weatherford Recycling Center accepts 

the following items at all times through their drop-off 
bins located in the drive-thru: cardboard, aluminum 
cans, plastics (no styrofoam), paper, and steel & tin 
cans. If you have glass that needs to be handled, you 
can drop it off at the Old Landfill Location on E 1035 
Rd. (off of South Custer) Monday to Friday and on 
the first Saturday of the month, 8am to 12pm & 1pm 
to 5pm.

For more information on recycling, its importance 
and how you can do your part, contact Faye Henson 
at (580) 772-5984 with questions or for scheduling 
a program for an organization or company. Together 
we’ll keep Weatherford green, clean, and beautiful!

Chase Wright 
Wright Wradio Staff
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Sola Tsuruta (soccer) 
and Lacy Mott (volleyball) 

are the newest Bulldogs of the Week. The award is 
brought to you by Wright Wradio, the official partner 
of SWOSU Athletics for both livestream and radio.

Tsuruta (Nelson, New Zealand) had her best week 
as a Bulldog this past week. She had an assist in the 
Dawgs 1-0 GAC semifinal win over NWOSU on 
Thursday. She bested it on Saturday by scoring a 9’ 
goal via a penalty kick to win the GAC Tournament 
Championship. Tsuruta won the GAC Tournament 
MVP for her performance in the tournament. 

Mott (Waxahachie, Texas) helped SWOSU 
volleyball go 2-0 in two games last week. Over this 
two-game stretch, she was first on the team with 29 
kills, second on the team with 30 digs, and had a 
team high .426 hitting percentage. These wins helped 
the Bulldogs lock up the third seed in the upcoming 
GAC Volleyball Tournament.
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Tsuruta and Mott Win Latest Bulldogs of the Week
Grant Kopycinski
SWOSU Sports Assistant

Don’t invite your friends to your 
banquets? This is part of one of the 
most misunderstood or neglected 
teachings of Jesus. It sounds strange 
to our modern ears. We tend to 
associate with comfortable easy 
friends who we enjoy being with. In 
Luke 14:12-14, Jesus speaking to the 
Pharisees about humility and pride, 

spoke these words; “Suppose you gave a lunch or 
a dinner,” he said, “Do not invite your friends, your 
brothers or sisters, or our relatives, or your rich 
neighbors.  If you do, they may invite you to eat with 
them. So you will be paid back. But when you give 
a big dinner invite those who are poor.  Also invite 

HIGHER
GROUND
Let’s Have a Party

those who can’t walk, the disabled and the blind. Then 
you will be blessed.  Your guests can’t pay you back.  
But you will be paid back when those who are right 
with God rise from the dead.”

We are entering the season of many banquets, 
meals and celebrations. This teaching of Jesus sounds 
harsh and one commentator softens it by saying that 
in the original language it could be translated, “don’t 
habitually, or only invite those you are comfortable 
with and then fail to associate with the marginalized 
of the community.” It is easy to limit our association 
with a few comfortable friends instead of reaching out 
to others. This self-centered lifestyle is in opposition 
to that which Jesus taught and displayed. 

This brings us to the Thanksgiving season. There will 
be many church Thanksgiving meals offered. (Which I 
thoroughly enjoy) We make a point to say that everyone 
is welcome, church member or not—which is proper.  
But that word is seldom heard by those on the outskirts 
of society, the marginalized, the poor, the forgotten. We 
assume that somehow, they will come if they want to, 
but we are not too concerned about their absence. Let 

me propose another option. 
I am privileged, and I use that term purposely, to meet 

with and help pay the utility bills of many in this group, 
though our Ministerial Alliance program. This puts 
me in contact with people that I would not normally 
associate with. I count this a privilege because I am 
brought face to face with the people that Jesus loved 
and cared for. They count. They bear the imprint of the 
Divine, as those made in the image of God. They may 
know that churches will have a Thanksgiving meal, but 
they assume that “it’s not for them.” 

Could we not get out of our comfort zone and in a 
face to face contact, share an intentional invitation to 
come and be a part of a free feast, celebrating the bounty 
of God’s blessings with no agenda attached, simply as 
an act of love—even offering transportation if needed. 
That is a little scary for some, who may struggle with 
their identity and insecurity. But, as the well-known 
saying goes, “Ships are safe in the harbor but that is 
not what ships are built for.” Christians are not reborn 
to play it safe. 

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com or 580-302-1142

Eva Mae Stephenson on 
August 3, 1904. He paid 

$146.61 for the 113.97 acres on July 23, 1908 to the 
General Land Office of the Dept. of the Interior at 
Lawton. After improvements and a period of living on 
the land, he received his Homestead Patent, signed by 
US President William Taft on April 23, 1909. There 
were six children raised on the ranch which included 
Robert Carl, Clyde, Thelma, Lillian, Ralph and Bryce 
Winters. One unusual, but funny, and interesting fact 
was that the three original neighbors had “cold weather” 
names: Winters, Snow, and Frost.

Even though this homestead was located in Kiowa 
County, Robert’s parents John William and Sarah 
Frances (Howard) Winters, had homestead their farm 
about one mile south in Jackson County across the North 
Fork of the Red River. That property was designated as 
an Oklahoma Centennial Ranch in April 1989. 

Throughout the 129 years, cattle have been the 
main income on the land. Warren Winters, Gary Ralph 
Winters’ son, has operated a cow-calf herd on the ranch 
for several years.

To qualify for a Centennial Farm or Ranch Award, 
a property must be occupied by a family member 
for at least 100 years and must currently be operated 
or occupied by a family member or leased out by a 
family member. The property must include a minimum 
of 40 acres and gross annual sales of at least $1,000. 
The Oklahoma Historical Society and the Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry have 
sponsored the Centennial Farm and Ranch Awards for 
33 years, in which time 69 awards have been given in 
Kiowa County. The Kiowa County Courthouse on the 
second floor has a large wooden county map display 
with brass labels depicting the locations of Oklahoma 
Centennial Farms and Ranches in the county.

RANCH
Continued from Page 3

Provided
This sign will be erected at the Robert 
William and Eva Mae Winters homestead 
ranch by grandsons Gary and Richard, and 
current owner Danny Winters.


