
Scissortail Productions, 
in collaboration with the 

cities of Cordell and Clinton, will present two 
concerts this weekend. Both events are free to 
attend, though donations are encouraged to benefit 
the arts and humanities of Western Oklahoma.

The first event, “Tinsel and Tunes: Home for the 
Holidays,” begins Saturday, December 14th, at 7 
p.m. It will be hosted at the Cordell High School 
Auditorium.

This program will feature the Cordell High School 
Band and Choral Departments. There will also be 
performances by the Stardust jazz ensemble, among 
other artists.

All profits via donations will fund the Cordell 
Public School Music Department.

The second event, “The Golden Festival,” will 
be hosted at Clinton’s Southwest Playhouse on 
Sunday, December 15th, starting at 3 p.m. The main 
attraction will be Johann Strauss’s comedic operetta, 
“Die Fledermaus.” The show will be performed in 
English and has been abridged to include narration, 
provided by Southwest Playhouse’s Marji Anderson, 
to cover smaller plot beats. The Golden Festival 
will also feature a great collection of holiday music 
featuring the Stardust Jazz Ensemble. All profits 
from donations will go to support the Heart of the 
Arts Council of Clinton.

The cast for “Die Fledermaus” is comprised 
of internationally acclaimed opera performers, 
including: Dr. William Nield Christensen of 
Oklahoma City University; Dr. Christian Bester 
of Oklahoma State University (OSU); and Brianna 
Holt of Oklahoma Christian University.

“Our community is working to leave its footprints 
in the world of arts and humanities, and we’d be so 
thankful if you’d join us on that journey,” expressed 
Dr. Susan Adams-Johnson.

For more information, you can find Scissortail 
Production on Facebook or visit their website at 
scissortailproductions.com. Contact Dr. Susan 
Adams-Johnson by calling 405-274-1783.
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Scissortail to Present Weekend Christmas Concerts in Washita County

Alexander Shook
WOK Contributor

Courtesy Scissortail Productions, Inc.
The Fiero String Quartet (pictured, from left: Elizabeth Chrisman, Jackie Skara, Rob Bradshaw, 
and Danielle Szabo) rehearse for “Die Fledermaus,” which will be performed Saturday, 3 p.m., at 
Clinton's Southwest Playhouse. Piano accompaniment provided by Executive Artistic Director 
Megan Barth Argo.



Marsha Ann (Larsen) 
Krull was born March 
5, 1954, in Rochester, 
Minnesota, to Jewell 
and Delores (Eastlick) 
Larsen and passed away 
Thursday, November 
28, 2024, at her home, 
at the age of 70 years, 8 
months, and 23 days.

Marsha was raised in Rochester and graduated 
from Mayo High School. She married Wayne Krull 
in Minnesota in 1981. They made their home in 
Thomas, Oklahoma in the early 1980’s where she 
was a homemaker. She enjoyed visiting her kids and 
grandkids, gardening, playing slots at the casino, 
baking, and taking a daily nap in the afternoon. 
Marsha will be remembered as a generous and 
selfless person who loved her family, her dogs and 
kitty, and was a great support for her family.  

Marsha is survived by her husband, Wayne Krull, 
of the home; daughter, Angela Horsman, Houston, 
TX; son, Rick Horsman, Thomas, OK; sisters, 
Becky Larsen, Rochester, MN and Bonny Hickock, 
Rochester, MN; f ive grandchildren and their 
families, Aliyah and Nicole Maser, London and 
Tanner Deatherage, Cedric Maser & Khloe Wichert, 
Sydney Horsman and Drake McMillan, and Sienna 
and Jesse Maser; and four great-grandchildren, 
Layla, Florence, Silas, and Stella Mae.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Jewell 
and Delores Larsen and her brother, Dan Larsen.

Marsha Krull
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Penelope Jo Byer “PJ,” 
forty-one days, of Elk 
City,  Oklahoma was 
born on Friday, October 
11, 2024 in Elk City, 
Oklahoma. She is the 
daughter of Malcolm 
D o y l e  a n d  S a r a h 
El i z abe t h  ( Ke n ney) 
Byer. Penelope passed away in the arms of her 
mom, surrounded by her dad and sister on Thursday, 
November 21, 2024 at OU Children's Hospital in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Penelope passed away 
due to complications from Non-Immune Hydrops 
Fetalis.

During her brief time with us, PJ enjoyed having 
books read to her, listening to her sister, Alexis 
singing, and visits from her family. Penelope was 
loved by many people even before she was born and 
after coming into this world. She was her families 
pride and joy during the time they had with her. PJ 
was the strongest little dragon who fought longer 
and harder than we could have imagined, and is 
loved endlessly by her parents, sister and extended 
family.

Cherishing her memory is her loving Parents, 
Malcolm and Sarah Byer; and her Sister, Alexis 
Snyder, all of Elk City, Oklahoma; her Mimi and G, 
Suzanne and Russell Kenney; Granny and Grandad, 
Cherrie and Joey Nutley; and Pa, Phillip Byer; her 
Great MiMi, Myrtle Billingsley; her Aunts and 
Uncles, Jessica Kenney, Chloé Nutley, Tammy and 
Roger Slife, Tonya and Jeremy Loyd, Shannon and 
Bart Barnett; as well as a multitude of Cousins, 
Great Aunts and Uncles, and Second Cousins.

Penelope is preceded in death by her Grandad, 
and name sake, Joe Billingsley; and her Nene, 
Vanessa Byer.

The family request memorials be made to the 
Ronald McDonald House.

PJ Byer

Shi rl  Ray “Butch” 
Landrum was born May 
10, 1948, in Silver City, 
New Mexico, to Melvin 
a nd  Jewel  ( Ma r t i n) 
Landrum and passed 
away December 1, 2024, 
at Weatherford Regional 
Hospital, at the age of 
76.

Butch was raised in Bayard, New Mexico and later 
graduated from Fort Smith, Arkansas. In 1966, he 
enlisted in the US Air Force, serving 26 years in 
aircraft maintenance on B52’s and C130’s. In the Air 
Force, he was stationed at Amarillo AFB, Amarillo, 
TX; Clinton – Sherman AFB, Burns Flat, OK; 
Kirtland AFB, Albuquerque, NM; Davis-Monthan 
AFB, Tucson, AZ; Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, 
TX; and Portland Air National Guard Base in 
Portland, OR. Butch also served numerous tours 
in Vietnam, South Korea, and England. He retired 
from the Air Force in 1992 as a Senior Master 
Sergeant. After retirement from the Airforce, he 
worked for the US Postal Service. 

While stationed at Clinton - Sherman AFB in 
Burns Flat, OK, he met and married Margaret 
Klein on February 9, 1974. They shared a joyous 
life together. In 2013, he and Margaret moved 
to Weatherford. Butch enjoyed woodworking, 
t raveling, and f ishing. Butch will always be 
remembered for having a quick wit and a smile on 
his face. 

Butch is survived by his wife, Margaret Landrum, 
of the home; Sister, Sharon Benjamin, Deming, 
NM; two brothers, Robert Landrum, Avondale, AZ 
and John and wife, Renee Landrum, Las Cruces, 
NM; as well as numerous nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, Melvin and 
Jewel Landrum and two brothers, Martin Gibbs and 
Richard Landrum.

In Lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital or Carrie Tingley 
Hospital Foundation.

Butch Landrum

Orval Eldon Springer 
was born December 18, 
1947, in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma to William 
“Bill” and Beulah (Hale) 
Springer. He went to be 
with the Lord, Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024, in 
Amarillo, Texas, at the 
age of 76 years.

Orval was raised and attended school in Duncan, 
Oklahoma graduating with the Class of 1966. On 
August 4, 1967, he married Patricia Mae Springer 
in Byers, Texas. Orval attended Southwestern 
Assemblies of God University in Waxahachie, 
Texas. Pat and Orval traveled the central and 
western parts of the states as evangelists. They 
pastored churches in Kingman, Kansas; Lordsburg, 
New Mexico; Pearl and Roseland Oklahoma. In 
1993, they pioneered and pastored Grace Assembly 
Of God in Weatherford. They settled their home 
permanently in Weatherford in 1977 and continued 
to run the family business, Willie Kilpest, until 
Orval retired.

Orval loved the Lord with all his heart and loved 
to share the word of God with everyone everywhere 
all the time.  He also loved to talk and tell, and retell, 
stories of his favorite memories to all his friends and 
family. He never met a stranger. His hobbies were 
fishing, hunting, collecting various antique items 
and tinkering in the garage. He also enjoyed time 
in his recliner with his loyal companion, Rescue, 
in his lap watching NCIS. He loved his family and 
would drop everything at a moment’s notice to help 
them out in any way he could.

Orval is survived by one daughter, Patti Springer 
of Weatherford; two sons, Damon Springer of 
Piedmont and Billy Springer and wife, Tamara 
of Amarillo, Texas; eleven grandchildren, Kyle 
Springer and wife Jenny of Casper, Wyoming, 
Matthew Springer of Weatherford, Hayden Springer 
and wife, Brantley of Amarillo, Texas,   Logan, 
Madison and Landry Springer of Amarillo, Texas, 
Cour tney and Caitlin Springer of Piedmont, 
Madi Grace Hoyt of Weatherford, Sam and 
Izzy Kuykendall of Weatherford; f ive great 
grandchildren, Parker, Brooks, and Archie Springer 
of Amarillo, Texas, Delta and Wesson Springer of 
Casper, Wyoming. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife, Pat; his sisters Delores Downey, 
Deana Pemberton, and Shirley Dixon.

Orval Springer

Curtis DeLain Reinke 
was  bor n December 
6,  1940,  in Cl inton, 
Oklahoma to Emil and 
Mary (Mueller) Reinke. 
He  pa ssed  away  on 
November 27, 2024 at 
the age of 83 years, 11 
months, and 356 days.

Curtis attended school in Custer City, followed 
by a couple of years in Arapaho, before returning 
to Clinton, where he graduated from Clinton High 
School with the Class of 1959.

During his high school years, he worked at Clinton 
Daily News through the Technical-Industrial Arts 
Program. After graduation, he attended Oklahoma 
State Technical College in Okmulgee, where he 
received an associate’s degree.

Curtis later worked for Harlow Publishing 
Company in Oklahoma City, eventually returning 
to the Clinton area and was employed by the Cordell 
Beacon from 1965 to 1984.

In 1984, Curtis and longtime friend Roger Reeve 
went into business together and purchased Adams 
Printing in Cordell. They closed the company and 
retired in April 2018.

He married Que Quita Alexander on January 26, 
1962, at the First Presbyterian Church of Cordell. 
The couple made their home in Bessie, while living 
there, they adopted two children, son, Kirk in 1967, 
and daughter Karol in 1970. The couple spent time 
as Luther League Sponsors at Trinity Lutheran 
Church and, as their children grew, as Dill City 
High School class parents. The family later moved 
southwest of Cordell to Que Quita’s family farm in 
1973. Curtis and Que Quita farmed the land until 
she passed in 1999.

Curtis continued farming until April of 2018. He 
later moved to Southern Plaza Assisted Living in 
Bethany to be closer to family.

Curtis was a lifelong member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Clinton.

He was preceded in death by his wife Que Quita 
(Alexander) Reinke, parents, brothers Dennis 
Reinke and Kenneth Reinke, and granddaughter, 
Brandi Parker.

Curtis is survived by two children, son, Kirk 
Reinke and his wife Debbie of Cushing; daughter, 
Karol Shepherd and her husband Brandon of 
Yukon; grandchildren, Mattison Shepherd, Travis 
Parker and wife Kristin, Nicholas Parker and wife 
Mary; great-grandchildren, Julie Dunham and 
husband TJ, Trinity Phillips and husband Levi, 
Allie, Lizzy, Landon, and Luke Parker; great-great-
grandchildren, Sylvie and Sophia Dunham, Wesley 
Phillips and brother Randy Reinke of Odessa, 
Missouri.

The family wishes to acknowledge and thank the 
Staff of Southern Plaza Assisted Living of Bethany, 
the Dr’s, Nurses and staff of Integris Baptist Medical 
Center, and the generosity of owners and staff at Ray 
and Martha’s Funeral Home of Cordell for the use 
of their building during the visitation and greeting. 
And, finally, all the SGOO Funeral Homes Staff 
throughout Oklahoma who have helped us during 
this time.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations 
to Peace Lutheran Church, 11206 North 2250 Road, 
Bessie, Oklahoma, 73622.

Curtis Reinke
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How long has it been since you 
received a hand written letter from 
a friend? I’m not talking about a 
Christmas card with a few notes 
scribbled on the bottom, but a full 
letter with news and concerns.

Even today, there is something 
about a letter written with pen and 

ink that seems more personal. However, it seems 
that letters have gone the way of the three-cent 
stamp and the penny postcard. (Now I’m really 
dating myself)

The apostle Paul, languishing in captivity, with 
an uncertain future had the churches on his heart. 
He didn’t second guess himself, thinking, “Only I 
wish I hadn’t gone into the temple!” He had time 
on his hands and God inspired him to write what 
we have chosen to call the “Prison Epistles.”

I took a class in Seminary by that name. I 
treasure that class to this day. It allowed me to 
look deep into the letters that Paul wrote while in 
captivity. We know three of them by the names of 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians written to 
those churches. The letters known as 2 Timothy 
and Philemon were personal in nature. These 
three letters contain some of the most powerful 
teachings and truths ever known.

Let me sketch these three letters, then I will 
challenge you to act in response:

The church at Ephesus was started by Paul on 
his second missionary journey. He returned a year 
later and stayed there for three years.

Look at some of the teachings of this letter 
that are left for our instruction. It contains two 
of Paul’s prayers. In those prayers Paul shares 
his heart for the people that they might hunger 
and thirst to know God better, so that they might 
realize the great resurrection power that was 
available to them.

Paul taught that although we were dead in our 
sins, God loved us so much that in his mercy 
he made us alive with Christ. God acted out of 
grace (undeserved favor) not through our efforts 
or good works.

He stressed unity in the church so that God’s 
people might be equipped to do works of service. 
He instructed them and us also about how to walk 
as children of light in a dark world.

Paul preached the idea that, in God’s eyes, 
we are to live a life of love as “Christ loved us 
and gave himself for us.” We are to be kind, 
compassionate and forgiving. We are to find out 
what pleases the Lord and act accordingly. He 
showed how husbands were to love their wives 
which was not an accepted practice in that day. He 
showed us how to stand strong against the wiles 
of the devil by putting on God’s armor.

The letter to the Philippian church was a letter 
of joy and heartfelt thanksgiving for the way 
the church had met his needs. He expressed his 
profound love for them. He thought that he might 
be able to see them again.

Whatever happened to him they were to conduct 
themselves in a “manner of the gospel of Christ.” 
He warned them that they would likely experience 
suffering for the sake of Christ.

Chapter two contains rich poetry describing the 
incarnation of Christ, his purpose for coming and 
his ultimate exaltation. He describes his previous 
high stature in Judaism as worthless as manure in 
contrast to the “surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.”

He pictures the Christ-life as capable of doing 
what seems impossible because of the power of 
Christ now available to him. Above all God would 
supply all his needs through the riches available 
in Christ Jesus.

Paul begins his letter to the Colossians with 
thanksgiving and a prayer. This prayer is rich 
and worthy of our memorization. It ends with a 
picture of our being “rescued from the dominion 
of darkness and transferred to the Kingdom of 
his Son.” Because of the heresy of Gnosticism 
raising its head he asserts the supremacy of Christ 
and insist in chapter 2 vs 9 that “in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” Jesus 
was truly God in the flesh not just some ghostly 
figure that did not leave a print when he walked 
on the sand. Chapters 3 and 4 contain some of 
riches teachings found in the Bible.

Now in this busy season, I challenge you to feast 
upon these three letters. Let them soak into your 
inner being. Pray them back to God, seeking to 
grow in maturity and new understanding so that 
you might live out his life in your life.

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com

HIGHER
GROUND

Letters to Live By

SWODA: Seasonal Depression in Care Facilities

As colder months approach, 
t h e  L o n g-Te r m  C a r e 

Ombudsman Program is raising awareness about the 
impact of seasonal depression, also known as Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD), on nursing home residents. 
This condition can significantly affect mental health and 
overall well-being.

Seasonal depression is a type of depression that 
typically occurs in the fall and winter when daylight 
hours are shorter. Symptoms include persistent sadness, 
loss of interest in activities, changes in appetite or sleep 
patterns, difficulty concentrating, and fatigue.

For nursing home residents, seasonal depression 
can be especially severe due to factors such as limited 
mobility, reduced social interaction, and less exposure 
to natural sunlight. Recognizing symptoms early and 
taking proactive steps is essential to support residents’ 
mental health.

Several approaches can help combat seasonal 
depression in nursing homes. Increasing residents’ 
exposure to light is one effective strategy. Ensuring 
they have access to well-lit areas or natural sunlight, 
such as by sitting near windows or using specialized 
light therapy lamps, can help alleviate symptoms. 
Encouraging outdoor time, even for short walks or simply 
sitting outside during daylight hours, can also provide a 
mood boost. Social interaction is another key factor in 
supporting residents’ mental health. 

Organizing engaging activities such as arts and crafts, 
music therapy, or group exercises fosters connection 
and reduces feelings of loneliness. These activities also 
promote mental stimulation, which is vital for overall 
well-being.

A balanced diet plays a significant role in improving 
mood and energy levels. Ensuring residents have access 
to nutritious meals with the right mix of vitamins and 
minerals can have a positive impact. Additionally, 
offering emotional support by creating opportunities for 
residents to talk about their feelings is critical. Regular 
check-ins by staff or mental health professionals can 
help identify individuals who may need extra care and 
intervention.

By incorporating these strategies, nursing homes can 
create an environment that supports residents’ mental 
health and helps alleviate the challenges of seasonal 
depression. Family members play an essential role in 
supporting loved ones during the winter months. Regular 
visits, phone calls, and video chats can provide comfort 
and help residents stay connected.

The Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program is 
committed to advocating for the rights and well-being 
of long-term care residents. If you have concerns or need 
assistance, contact SWODA Ombudsman Supervision 
Cherrie Nutley at 580-562-5032. Together, we can ensure 
that elderly residents receive the care and support they 
need to thrive, even during the challenges of winter.

Cherrie Nutley
SWODA Obudsman



Southwestern Oklahoma 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 

(SWOSU) has announced the upcoming 2024 Fall 
Commencement Ceremony, scheduled for Friday, 
Dec. 13, at 6 p.m. in the Pioneer Event Center. The 
event will honor the academic accomplishments 
of students who have completed or will complete 
associate’s, bachelor’s, or master’s degrees following 
the 2024 summer and fall semesters.

A livestream of the ceremony will also be 
provided for friends and family who cannot attend 
the ceremony at https://wright.media/six.

Additional information about the Fall 2024 
Commencement Ceremony, including the link to 
the livestream and details about student line-ups for 
the ceremony, can be found on the SWOSU website: 
bulldog.swosu.edu/commencement/index.php

The Alma Mater Merc (SWOSU Bookstore) will 
continue to have regalia available until graduation 
day and can arrange shipping if necessary.

For any questions regarding graduation regalia, 
please contact Ashley Hancock, Director of the 
Alma Mater Merc, at Ashley.hancock@swosu.edu 
or 580-774-3245.
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Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information. 
Christian Free Store – Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or 
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of 
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group 
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place. 
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org. 
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

Happy Birthday Wishes for December 11 - Andrew Davis, Elisabeth Fraser, Matthew Goeringer, Debra Hupfer, Penny Lanier,
Mary Ralston, Monty Reynolds, Jenna Scales, Bob Schmidt, Brenda Williams, Laurie Wood, Emma Jean Wynn;
December 12 - Leonard Boyd, Megan Fite, Jina Hampton, Mike Hopper, Chet Hunter, Lonnie Hymer, Joy Keng, Alice Peet, Sue Roles,
Josh Vanderburgh, Lisa Wandrie, Amber Wood; December 13 - Valerie Farriss, Tre Ingram, Steven Kixmiller, Sara Martin, Pat Meyer,
Richard Meyer, Kaleb Miller, Addison Holland, Irl Nikkel, Holly Noel Ronan, Lisa Snider, Bret Wood;
December 14 - Audrey Christian, Elise Cox, Rodolfo Guyman, Amber Koch, Martha Martinez, Maddie Newman, Joella Poauty,
Jackie Robinson, Tember Thomas, Michael Tippens, Mark Woods, Glenn Wynn; December 15 - Lorna Kay Altland, Jo Crowdis,
Maegan Fite, Kandy Harrall, Clint Holsted, Patricia Keezer,  Keryl Lacy, Ray Lee, Scooter Leggit, Lynn Martin, Scott Sanders,
Debbie Sanders, Kelsey Wager, Sheree Wood, Margaret Wright; December 16 - Amanda Arriaga, Renee Basgall, Todd Doyals,
Betty Goldman, Steven Green,  Christine Irish, Victor Izaguirre, Steve Josey, Ben Kuykendall, Melissa McCoy, Richard Palmer,
Brandon Pounds, Peggy Reynolds, Ashley Ricks, Ronnie Skinner, Mike Smith, Sylvia Spain, Karey Stufflebeam, Steve Tomkins; 

LOCAL AND
AREA NEWS

Sponsored by:

THOMAS / NEW FIELD – Construction is 
underway on a new baseball/softball field, just west 
of the gymnasium for Thomas-Fay-Custer schools 
“Right now, we have to go down to the City Park 
and spend a lot of time traveling, especially junior 
high,” said District Superintendent Rob Freisen, “so 
it’ll be good to have kids on campus and be good 
to have a nice facility for kids to play out here.” 
Friesen is hopeful for the project to be complete in 
the Spring of 2025.
—————————————————————
CUSTER COUNTY / SWOSU - Custer County has 
received a draft lease agreement from Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) regarding the 
Hodge Building project at the Weatherford campus. 
The agreement surrounds the new rural healthcare 
center on the Weatherford campus. The proposal 
outlines terms for operating the county's health 
department. Custer County Regional Administrative 
Director for District 1 of the Oklahoma Department 
of Health Ashley Ferguson explains the agreement: 
“It would cost us about $20,000 a year to lease 
the space in the Hodge building. There are some 
things we still need to work out. I've sent it to our 
attorney at the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health. They've sent it back. We're ready to talk 
to the District Attorney here in Custer County 
and have some questions regarding things like 
insurance, who's going to cover what, furniture, 
and who’s going to cover what.” Ferguson says 
that, while no official move-in date or opening date 
has been set, progress has been consistently steady, 
and the brickwork has already been completed on 
construction of the building.

WEST OK / OPIOID GRANTS - District Attorney 
Angela Marsee, in collaboration with the Custer 
County Commissioners and the Oklahoma Alliance 
for Recovery Resources Incorporated, has secured 
$150,000 funds from the Oklahoma Attorney 
General's Opioid Abatement Board to launch a 
comprehensive initiative aimed at addressing opioid 
addiction in Custer and Beckham Counties. 
————————————————————— 
CLINTON / AIRPORT FEE - Clinton City Council 
recently approved airport fee adjustments.  It includes 
an increase in monthly hangar rental fees and land lease 
rates.   “We're going to continue to get grant money 
and to comply with all the FAA and state agency that 
has a funding,” said City Manager Robert Johnston, 
“but then we come up with a series of adjustments 
which we'd recommend you adopt.”  The increases 
are scheduled to begin January 1st.
————————————————————— 
CUSTER CO / SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES 
No races developed following the three-day filing 
period for School Board of Education races in Custer 
County School Districts.  Carrie Schmidt filed for 
and will claim Board Seat 5 in the Weatherford 
school district after incumbent Dennis Green did not 
seek another term on the board.  Green discussed 
what he will take away after 10 years of serving on 
the board: “I enjoyed the people I worked with, the 
school board members, administrators and especially 
superintendents. It’s time to step away and let 
somebody else do that job now.” Additionally, John 
Coleman for Clinton schools, Casey Whitson for 
Thomas-Fay-Custer schools and Adam Richardson for 
Arapaho-Butler schools all filed unopposed.

SWOSU to Host Commencement Ceremony (Fall 2024) on December 13th
J. Boone Clemmons
SWOSU PR & Marketing

Provided
Congratulations to Weatherford High School Rotary students of the month Grayson Hale 
and Bayli Lawles, pictured with High school principal Garrett Smith.



38-Year Weatherford Business! 
Full-Time Guaranteed Hours! 
Positions Available: Service 
Technicians, Framing, Carpentry, 
Construction, Small Engines, 
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom 
Stafford.

MCABEE’S SEWING MACHINE 
VACUUM CLEANER SERVICE 
CENTER - Since 1949, sales, 
service, most makes, scissors 
sharpened, downtown Elk City, 
580-225-6265

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree 
trimming and removal, fence lines 
cleared. 580-774-9718

Pecan Cracking, your pecans 
sized, cracked, and sifted. $0.80/
lb, Hydro, 580-819-3331

1981 Chevy - Weighs one ton. 
8ft bed, ladder rack, tool storage. 
Runs well. 580-890-9442.

Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K miles. 
$16,000 OBO. 405-638-1773.

Delta Truck Box - Brand new, full 
size, white, one top opener. $800 
OBO. 580-330-1437

Military Jeep Hood. Roughly 
30"x30." $250 580-330-1437. 

2014 Ford Focus - $6,500. 580-
330-3489.

2001 Honda 600CC - Navy Blue. 
16k miles, $2,000. 405-892-8301
 
2004 Trailblazer - Good tires. 
$4,000. 580-330-3489

4-Michelin used passenger 
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

Motorized Mountain Bike - 
1-wheel trailer. Lots of extras. 
Low miles. $600. 580-890-9442. 

2003 Trailblazer - Good shape. 
$3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis 
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking to 
Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator  
Can be used for a unique car 
spedometer. Call 580-772-7997.

Mirrors! Large, framed: $50; Full 
length: $10. 580-613-0108 

China Solid Wood Hutch - $300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000. 

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30 
each. 580-613-0108. 

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak 
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table 
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and 
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call 
580-772-4297. 

Antique Singer Petal Sewing 
Machine - Selling to best offer. 
Call 580-772-2300

97" Projection Television - 
$750. Call 580-772-7997

Entertainment Center, $100. 
Gun Cabinet, $500. White 
Armoire, $275. 580-330-1437. 

New Brown Couch - Comes with 
2 manual recliners. $500 OBO. 
580-772-3223.

Widescreen TV - 93" CRT. 
Mitsubishi. $499. 580-772-7997. 

Chairs for Sale! Swivel ($20),  
Rocking ($65) and Adirondack  
Patio Chairs ($65). Contact 580-
613-0108.

Curio Cabinet + Bottom Storage 
$50 - 580-774-4000. 

Coil roofing air nailgun - Like 
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails. 
$250. 580-330-1437.

FOR SALE - Young Children's 
Wood Rocking Horse. Like new. 
$45. 580-613-0108.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new. 
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk 
$300. 580-772-7357.

Wood Door Cabinet - 6 shelves. 
Stands 5’11. Very good condition. 
$65. 580-613-0108.

Brothers Sewing Maching - 
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765 

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call 
580-774-4000.

Baby Grand Piano - 2nd Owner. 
Vose and Sons. $900. 580-613-
0108

Thomasville Bed - Comes with 
frame, mattress, and five-drawer 
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents each. 
580-613-0108. 

Large Copper Skillet - $45. 580-
613-0108 

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders, 
post hole diggers, golf cart, 
kerosene stove, heaters, tires, 
folding chairs, hand tools, work 
bench, mower. 405-246-8952. 

Dixon Riding Mowers- $400 for 
all three. 405-639-9667 

Craftsman Riding Mowers 
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never 
used. $275. 580-774-8678. 

5 Riding Mowers - DR Trimmer 
Roto-Tiller. $500. 580-886-2980

8N Ford Tractor -  Good 
condition. $1,500. Call me at 
580-729-0001. 

Craftsman Push Weed Eater 
Like new, hardly used. Contact 
580-890-0004.

Troybilt Garden Tiller - $600. 
Contact 580-729-0001.

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA 
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Introducing The Collar Club! 
Pet Sitting and dog walking. Daily 
and weekends rates. Call Andi at 
580-214-0756.

Puppies! Born March 2024. 
Anatolian/Pyranees/Houndogs. 
Females for $45, Males for $60. 
580-613-0108. 

An All-Natural Pet Company 
designed to keep your fur babies 
healthy. 90-day 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. 580-623-3593.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good 
home. Would make good farm 
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Large Metal Birdcage - $80. 5-6 
ft tall. 580-613-0108 

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the 
Friends For Life Animal Society. 
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs 
available. Browse our animals at 
our website www.okfflas.org 

Jack Russell Puppies - wormed, 
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253. 

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies 
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male, and 
1 Brown Male. 903-808-0312. 

Doghouse - Shingled Roof and 
Gabled. $155. 580-613-0108. 

For Adoption - Puppies, born 
July 2, 2024. 3/4 Anatolian/Great 
Pyranees, 1/4 Houndogs. $50 
each. Call 580-613-0108. 

For Sale - Registered Australian 
shepherd, male. Standard female 
poodle. Mini male poodle. Mini 
female poodle. 580-614-1241.

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps. 
New in box. $75 each. 580-772-
7997.

Golden Compass Electric 
Wheelchair - Gently used.
Original price was $6,000, asking 
$400. 580-375-9773.

Turkey Eggs For Sale - Call 
580-225-6559 

Fresh Peanuts - Located in 
Carnegie. www.gooberhouse.
com. 580-654-1175. 

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Housekeeping - Serving the 
elders of Weatherford. Call 747-
220-9184.

Organic Farm Eggs - $5 per 
dozen. 580-613-0108.

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per 
choice or take all for $1 each. Call 
580-890-9442. 

New Scuba Diving Masks 
Come in various colors. $25 each. 
580-772-7997. 

High Quality Bulls - Horned 
or pulled bulls for sale. Cross-
breeding steeds can be a 
lucrative business! 580-661-1146. 

Assorted Materials - Aluminum, 
Iron, 2x4s, Plywood, and Plastic 
Palettes. 580-890-0053 for pricing 

FOR TRADE - Will Trade Shotgun 
for Handgun. Call 405-426-0461.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch - 
Purchased Locally. Asking for 
$8,995. 580-772-7997. 

Star Wars Lunchbox + Thermos 
$85.00 OBO. 580-330-1437. 

Assorted Doors & Full Size 
Hutch - 580-890-0053. 

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo 
and storage building, located at 
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179. 

House for Rent - Hinton, OK  
.405-826-6376

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000 
OBO. 405-663-2413

Old Road Maps - In pristine 
condition. 580-393-1444

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and 
HEAVY. $300. 580-330-1437.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact 
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call 
580-799-7834. 

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call 
or text 580-890-0053.

Nice Good Acoustic Guitar $40. 
Call 580-890-9442.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to 
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box. 
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet! 
Has games like Donkey Kong, 
Pac Man, and more. Might work 
well for your business! Asking 
for 50/50 split on profits. Contact  
580-890-0004.

Painting + Sand Blaster - Both  
are for sale by retired painter. 
580-890-9442.

Horseback Rides - Hayrides, 
cookouts, riding lessons, lunch/
dinner rides, and more! Like us on 
Facebook at “Old Caldwell Trail 
Stables." 2 mi. SE of Fay. 580-
309-0135, oldcaldwelltrail.com.

HELP WANTED!

CLASSIFIEDS Advertising 
Deadline: 

Every Friday at 3pm
-

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939
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SERVICES & PRODUCTS

MISC.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

                            

Crav'n Saltine Crackers 16 oz. Box 2 for $3.00 Apples- All Varieties .99 Lb.
Bakers Coconut Flakes 14 oz. $2.99 Baby Red Or Gold Potatoes 1.5 Lb. 2 for $4.00
Jet Puff Marshmallows 10 oz. 2 for $3.00 Yellow Onions 2 Lb.'s  $1.00
Velveeta Shells and Cheese 12 oz. $3.99 Red Seedless Grapes $2.99 Lb.
Kraft Macaroni and Cheese Deluxe Dinner 14 oz. $3.99 Cantaloupe $1.99 each
Crav'n Fudge Cookies 10-12.5 oz. All Varieties $1.69 Halo Mandarins 2 Lb. $3.99
Food Club Tomatoes 28 oz. All Varieties 2 for $4.00 Bananas 2 Lb.'s  $1.00
Food Club Dried Pinto Beans 4 lb. Bag $3.49 
American Beauty Pasta 12-16 oz. All Varieties 2 for $3.00
JJ Fried Pies 4 oz. All Varieties $0.89 Marie Calandar Cream Pies All Varieties $6.99
Food Club Cola 12 oz. 12 Pack Cans All Varieties $4.99 Ore Ida Potatoes All Varieties $4.99
Prego Pasta Sauce 24 oz. All Varieties $2.59 Crav'n Fruit Pies All Varieties $4.99 
Food Club Cake Mixes All Varieties $0.99 Pillsbury Grands Biscuits 25 oz. $3.99 
Food Club Sugar 4 lb. Bag $2.99 Eggo Waffles All Varieties 10 ct. $2.99 
Food Club Evaporated Milk 12 oz. $0.99
Progresso Soups 18.5-19 oz. All Varieties 2 for $5.00
Food Club Pumpkin 15 oz. $1.29
Food Club Baking Chips 10-12 0z. All Varieties 2 for $6.00 New York Strip Steak $11.99 Lb.
Nabisco Snack Crackers Asst Varieties $3.99 Trimmed Brisket $5.99 Lb.

Fricks Shank Portion Ham $2.89 Lb.
Fricks Ham Steaks $5.39 Lb.
Boneless Pork Shoulder Roast $2.89 Lb.

Crystal Farms Chunk Cheese 7-8 oz. All Varieties 2 for $4.00 Daily's Thick Cut Bacon 16 oz. Pkg. $5.99 
Food Club Cream Cheese 8 oz. 2 for $4.00 Pilgrims Pride Boneless Chicken Breast $3.39 Lb.
Food Club Butter 16 oz. All Varieties $3.88    
Daisy Sour Cream 16 oz. $2.79
Daisy Sour Cream Dip 16 oz. $2.99 Chinet Paper Plates 32 ct. $6.59 
Reddi Wip Whip Cream 6.5 oz. $2.99 Simply Done Slow Cooker Liners 4 ct. $2.19 
Crystal Farms Shredded Cheese 8 oz. All Varieties $2.99 Charmin Bath Tissue 9 Mega Rolls $12.99 

DDaaiirryy

MMeeaatt

DDrryy  GGrroocceerryy

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    DDeecc..  22nndd--  DDeecc..  1144tthh

GGrroocceerryy   PPrroodduuccee

FFrroozzeenn

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM

109 West Main
Hydro, Ok. 73048

405-663-2354

Call 
580-772-5939

to run your
Classified Ad 

Today!

ANIMALS AND PETS
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Oklahoma History: The State’s Influence on Christmas and Holiday Music

In the symphony of Christmas 
classics, certain melodies have 

become emblematic of the festive season, transcending 
time and generations. Two such iconic songs, "Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" and "I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas," stand out not only for 
their enchanting tunes but also for the intriguing stories 
behind their creation.

"Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”
The year was 1944, and the world was ensconced in 

the throes of World War II. It was against this backdrop 
of uncertainty and separation that songwriters Hugh 
Martin and Ralph Blane composed "Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas." Originally written for the film 
"Meet Me in St. Louis," the song was performed by Judy 
Garland and encapsulated the bittersweet emotions of 
wartime, offering a message of hope and comfort.

Blane's contribution to the song's creation was pivotal, 
as he crafted lyrics that resonated with a universal 
longing for joy amidst hardship. The line "Someday 
soon, we all will be together, if the fates allow" captures 
the essence of the era and the collective yearning for a 
brighter future. Over the years, the song has evolved 
through various renditions, each iteration carrying the 

enduring spirit of togetherness in the face of adversity.
Ralph Blane was an Oklahoma-born composer, hailing 

from Broken Arrow, whose repertoire of music credits 
feature other memorable melodies earning him multiple 
Tony nominations and an Academy Award nomination. 
Born Ralph Uriah Hunsecker, he eventually pursued his 
passion in New York City to study music and adopted 
the name Ralph Blane to better fit the theater.

His final work had him work as a lyricist for the music 
in the classic movie Home Alone in 1990.

"I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas"
Fast forward to the 1950s, and a different kind of 

Christmas wish echoed through the airwaves. "I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas" emerged as a whimsical 
holiday tune penned by Jon Rox and sung by ten-year-
old Gayla Peevey, an Oklahoma native and singing star. 
The song exudes childlike innocence and a sense of 
humor, as Peevey playfully expresses her desire for a 
most unconventional Christmas gift.

Peevey's infectious rendition of the song captured 
the hearts of listeners, and her Oklahoma roots added a 
touch of regional charm to the tune. The catchy chorus 
and playful lyrics turned the song into an instant holiday 
favorite, showcasing how even the most unconventional 

wishes can find a place in the festive season.
Her career in showmanship began on an Oklahoma 

City radio broadcast where she held a guest spot alongside 
her uncle. Following quick and successful tours and 
television contracts, Peevey’s music prowess was quickly 
spotted by Columbia Records, and in 1953, a record 
contract was signed, and she flew out to New York City 
to record the Christmas hit.

The Oklahoma City Zoo championed her song and 
launched a campaign to “Buy a Hippo for Gayla”. 
Eventually, baby hippopotamus Matilda was purchased, 
gifted to Gayla on Christmas Eve – December 24th, 
1953 - and she quickly donated her to the zoo. Every year, 
Gayla proved her success with more hits, song writing, 
teaching, and ran her own advertisement operations. 
All the while, Matilda spent a happy 45 years at the 
Oklahoma City Zoo.

As we adorn our homes with festive decorations and 
gather with loved ones, the melodies of "Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas" and "I Want a Hippopotamus for 
Christmas" continue to serenade us through the holiday 
season. Each song, with its unique history and timeless 
appeal, serves as a musical testament to the talented folks 
of Oklahoma and to the enduring spirit of Christmas – a 
celebration of hope, joy, and the magic of the season.

Chase Wright
Staff Writer

TO SPIN THE WHEEL
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  18th

DECEMBER

For Your Ticket
to ENTER!

NOV 25  -  DEC  18
AT PARTICIPATING RETAILERS

SHOPSHOP

golfcartgolfcart  
WIN A   

OVER
IN

18

PROMOTION
BEGINS

1ST SPIN THE WHEEL 

December to Remember 

7
DEC

DEC

21
DEC

25
NOV

2ND
SPIN THE WHEEL 

GOLF CART 
GIVEAWAY NIGHT

CHANCESCHANCES

SCHEDULE

Weatherford Chamber Small  Business Society Presents

toto

FOR MORE INFORMATION FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
Call (580)772-7744 

*SHOP participating retailers, to receive 1 ticket
per purchase
*Bring your Ticket, December 7th &/or 18th

(for your CHANCE to Spin the Wheel)

*Must be 18 to ENTER
*Must be PRESENT to WIN
*Limit- 5 spins per night/ per person
*200+ Winners PER NIGHT
*Chamber Bucks EXPIRE: 2/28/25
*Businesses must Redeem CB by 3/7/25

RULES

SPIN THE WHEEL NIGHTS: December 7 & 18th 5:30-8:30pm  
 Heritage Park @ 522 W. Rainey St (City Hall)

Roger Klock (Courtesy Oklahoma Historical Society)
Oklahoma Actor Ridgely Bond (left) and Oklahoma singer-songwriter 
Ralph Blaine (right) with “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”

Courtesy Oklahoma Historical Society
Gayla Peevey, the Oklahoma native who performed “I Want a Hip-
popotamus for Christmas,” visits Matilda at the Oklahoma City Zoo.
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A pair of freshmen from 
SWOSU Hoops ,  Nate 

Reherman and Kray Rogers, have swept the 
Bulldogs of the Week honor after solid contributions 
that helped lift the team to a pair of wins last week. 
The weekly student-athlete recognition is brought 
to you by Wright Media, the home of SWOSU 
Athletics for both livestream and radio.

Nate Reherman (Weatherford, Okla.) poured in a 
season high 17 points against Harding on Thursday 
on an efficient 5-of-6 shooting and a perfect 5-for-5 
at the foul line.

Reherman’s 28 minutes of floor time was the 
most minutes he's seen so far this season. He scored 
once against Arkansas Tech on Saturday in 10 more 
minutes of action.  

Kray Rogers (Fort Cobb, Okla.) eclipsed double-
digit scoring for the first time this season with a 
10-point performance against Tech.

All of Rogers’s points came in the first half to 
give the Dawgs a boost. Against the Bisons, he shot 
4-of-11 from the field and knocked down a pair of 
three balls in 24 minutes of action.

Freshmen Reherman and Rogers Sweep Bulldogs of the Week
Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

Protect Your Home and Family by Preparing for Next Year’s Wildfires

In my last column, I explained how flood insurance 
works and why it's critical to think about adding it 
to your lineup of protection when it comes to your 
insurance considerations. Oklahomans know how 
extreme our weather can be, pivoting from hot to 
cold, wet to dry, and everything in between. This 
month, I want to talk about another weather threat 
we often face in our state: wildfires. 

Before a fire strikes, you must know what is in 
your insurance policy and coverages. You can find 
this information on your declarations page attached 
to your policy.

The Oklahoma Insurance Department (OID) 
has a guide on our website explaining how to 
read your declarations page. Some policies have 
a specific wildfire deductible, so it's essential you 
check with your insurer to avoid any surprises in 

the event of wildfire damage. Homeowners policies 
usually do not cover fire damage to vehicles. Your 
auto insurance policy should cover that if you have 
comprehensive coverage. 

Another critical action to take before a fire is to 
create your home inventory. I often speak on the 
importance of creating a home inventory before 
any disaster, and that is because of how much time 
and hassle it'll save you, especially in the event of 
a total loss.

Go through your home, take numerous photos 
and videos of your belongings, and write down 
exactly what they are. Document the ser ial 
numbers and product codes on your electronics and 
appliances. The National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC) provides a free home 
inventory mobile application, making this process 

even more accessible and convenient.
For our folks who prefer a physical inventory, 

don't forget to grab our free home inventory guide 
at oid.ok.gov.  

Your pre-fire plans should continue beyond 
reviewing your insurance coverage and documenting 
your property. Did you know there are simple things 
you can do to help mitigate your home's fire risk?

The Insurance Institute for Business & Home 
Safety (IBHS) provides a comprehensive guide to 
preparing your home for wildfires. To summarize, 
you will want to clear your roof and gutters of 
any flammable debris and materials, install flame-
resistant fixtures, and create a defensible area 
around your house.

The defensible area is a zone that extends at 
least five feet away from your home and is clear of 
vegetation, debris and combustible materials.

You can extend your defensible zone by 
maintaining the yard, trimming trees and shrubs, 
and performing upkeep on any other structures on 
your property. 

Oklahomans know all too well the old saying that 
if you don't like the weather here, wait five minutes. 
Dry and warm weather creates a ripe environment 
for wildfires, but you can take some quick and 
simple actions to prepare you and your family. If 
you have any insurance questions, don't hesitate to 
reach out to OID at 800-522-0071 or oid.ok.gov.



SWOSU participated in 
their first two conference 

basketball games of the season, facing Harding on 
December 5th and Arkansas Tech on December 7th. 

Following a slow start in both conference games, 
the Lady Bulldogs (4-3, 0-2 GAC) will look to bounce 
back with one game a week from today on Saturday, 
December 14 on the road at Southern Nazarene.

The men’s team (5-2, 2-0 GAC) has now beaten two 
GAC Tournament qualifying teams from a year ago in 
their first two conference games.

Lady Bulldogs vs. Harding: 50-60
It was cold shooting that did the Lady Bulldogs in on 

Thursday. They finished 4-of-22 (18%) from the three-
point line in the game and shot sub 30% in both the third 
and fourth quarters when a comeback was needed. They 
finished shooting just 32% overall from the field in the 
game–the lowest mark of the young season.  

The Lady Bisons outscored SWOSU 24-15 in the 
second quarter, which proved to be a difference maker 
in the game. Tied 22-22 midway through the second 
quarter, Harding finished the quarter on an 18-7 run to 
take a 40-29 lead into halftime.

Harding only eclipsed 40% shooting in a quarter 
once thanks to a tough SWOSU defense, but they did 
so emphatically after they shot 10-for-14 in that second 
quarter to grow their lead.

Entering the fourth, Harding narrowly edged the Lady 
Bulldogs to grow the lead to 55-41. Despite the Lady 
Bisons shooting just 1-of-10 from the field in the final 
10 minutes, SWOSU failed to take advantage with just 
nine points to show.

The Lady Bisons won the rebounding battle 54-28 
which included 17 offensive rebounds that they converted 
into 15 second chance points. 

Hailey Grant led the team with 14 points. Layni Zinn, 
who had 11 points at halftime, finished with 13 on the 
night. Averi Zinn had 4 points and 4 assists.

Bulldogs vs. Harding: 81-67
The Bulldogs found themselves down by a score of 

18-12 in the first half, but three straight buckets from 
Nate Reherman provided the energy needed to flip the 
game’s momentum. SWOSU gained a 26-25 lead with 
6:00 to go in the half and did not trail at any point for the 
remainder of the game. 

Following a Harding bucket to start the second half, 
MJ Warrior’s tough and-one bucket sparked a 12-0 run 
in just over three minutes of game time. The Dawgs were 
able to maintain a lead of at least five points for the last 
18 minutes of the game to close out the Bisons. When 
Harding was forced to play the foul game to save time 
on the clock, the Bulldogs knocked down six clutch free 
throws in the final 1:21, courtesy of Jalyn Todd, Tobias 
Roland and Reherman. The Dawgs shot an impressive 
25-of-26 (96%) from the line.

Roland led SWOSU with 22 points on 6-9 shooting 
and a perfect 8-8 from the charity line. Warrior poured in 
20 of his own on a hyper efficient 8-9 from the field and 
Reherman had his best outing in a Dawg uniform with 
a 17-point night on 5-6 shooting and 5-5 from the line.

SWOSU shot 54.2% while holding Harding to a season 
low 42.1%. The Bisons averaged 86.4 points per game 
prior; the Dawgs held them to a season low of 67.

Lady Bulldogs vs. Arkansas Tech: 70-75
Tech held a 15-point lead with 8:27 left before SWOSU 

managed to dwindle that margin down to as few as three 
points inside of 10 seconds. Two Golden Suns free throws 
finally iced the game for good.

The Lady Bulldogs hit five three-point shots (5-8) 
in the final quarter to shrink the deficit. ATU had four 
early three balls of their own in the fourth quarter, nearly 
nullifying SWOSU’s hot hand.

SWOSU faced a large deficit in the fourth quarter 
following a third quarter that saw Tech outscore the 
Dawgs 25-17. ATU led 28-26 at halftime. Both teams 
shot sub-30% in the first quarter in a one possession 
game after the first.

Averi Zinn led the team with a season high 20 points 
on 8-of-22 shooting. Hailey Grant finished with 11 points 
and two blocks. Maebry Shields added a career high nine.

The loss comes despite a 25-turnover performance 
from the Lady Bulldog defense which they converted 
into 32 points. A stat line less friendly was in rebounding, 
where SWOSU was outrebounded 51-29 which costed 
them 14 second chance points.   SWOSU shot 37% overall 
in the contest. Tech finished at 47%.

Bulldogs vs. Harding: 73-61
The Dawgs had their defensive presence felt early. Tech 

only made one basket in their first 12 attempts. It allowed 
SWOSU to build a 12-5 lead in the early going. Despite 
a close game throughout, SWOSU paced the way. The 
Wonder Boys took a 2-0 lead to start the game before 
SWOSU led for the remaining 39 minutes and change. 

SWOSU held a 39-33 lead over the Wonder Boys 
thanks to an 8-2 run to close the half. Shooting splits had 
the Dawgs leading in field goal percentage (57.1%-44.0%) 
and three-point percentage (46.2%-27.3%) with SWOSU 
knocking down six threes compared to Tech’s three.

The SWOSU defense held Arkansas Tech to 0-of-10 
from the three-point line the second half.

After the break, the Bulldog defense continued their 
performance by limiting ATU to 8-of-25 (32%) from 
the field from the field. In the game, the Wonder Boys 
would only make 19 field goals and get three three-point 
makes – both representing season lows for the visitors.

Four Dawgs made it into double figures with Tobias 
Roland (16), Eli Al-Debaran (15), MJ Warrior (12) and 
freshman Kray Rogers (10). Rogers’ 10 is a season high, 
and they all came in the first half to give the offense a 
boost. Warrior added seven assists, four rebounds and a 
steal to his stat sheet.

ATU finished 20-26 (76.9%) from the free throw line 
to just 5-10 (50.0%) for the Bulldogs. The 16 free throw 
disparity is the largest for SWOSU in the young season.

Presented by: SPORTS
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GAC Showings Begin: SWOSU Men Start Strong, Lady Bulldogs Falter

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations


