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Golf Tournament, Hall of Fame Induction, and

Athletic Auction Set to

Raise Funds for WPS

The Weatherford Athletic Department is gearing
up for a special day of celebration, competition, and
community support on Friday, May 23, 2025. The
district will host its 18th Annual All-Sports Golf
Classic, the 16th Annual Hall of Fame Induction,
and—for the first time ever—an Athletic Auction
to benefit student-athletes across all programs in
Weatherford Public Schools.

The action begins bright and early with the All-
Sports Golf Classic. Teams of four can sign up to
participate in the popular 4-man scramble format,
with check-in opening at 7:30 a.m. and closing at
8:15 a.m.

A shotgun start will follow at 8:30 a.m., with
Nickels Point providing breakfast and Magill
Insurance Agency sponsoring lunch for the players.
The tournament field is limited to 40 teams, so early
registration is encouraged.

Later in the day, attention turns to honoring the
legacy of Weatherford athletics during the Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony.

ALL-SPORTS ATHLETIC
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2025

The evening begins with a social hour at 4:00 p.m.,
followed by the induction program at 5:00 p.m. This
year’s class includes Eddie Berrong, Ruth Maynard
Boyd, Justin Conkling, Quade Cummins, Charlie
Lopez, Preston Roof, Nick Pugh, and the 2003 State
Champion Baseball Team.

New to this year’s schedule is the Athletic Auction,
which kicks off with dinner at 7:00 p.m. and the
auction event itself beginning at 8:00 p.m. Proceeds
from the auction will directly support Weatherford
athletic programs.

Athletic Director Kyle Null and Assistant Athletic
Director Cody Cantrell extended their thanks to the
community for its continued support and encouraged
everyone to participate in this day of giving back and
celebrating excellence. “We sincerely hope that you
will make a special effort to help us raise money for
all of our athletic programs here at Weatherford Public
Schools,” they jointly expressed in an event flier.

For more information or to register a golf team,
contact the Weatherford Athletic Department.

Start your day off right with
Harold and Biscuit!

Weekdays, 6am - Bam
Newstalk KCLI 99.3FM
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Now Hiring

Seeking Marketing/Account Executive in
Clinton, Elk City, and Surrounding areas
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Job Description
N "
- Put Together Marketing Plans
- Sell Radio and Video Ads

- Create and Write Ad Copies
- Service On-Air Accounts

Must be Seli-Motivated, Dependable, Honest,
Detail-Oriented, & Customer Service Skills.
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Must pass a background check and drug test.

Great Pay and Benefits!
Continual Marketing Training!
Continual Sales Training!

SendIREsmer 07

Courtney Graybill - Sales Manager
C.Graybill@Wright.Mediao
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100 N. MCCLARY RD.
CORDELL, OK 7363

980-832-5475

Trident Capillary provides innovative solutions to downhole chemical treating
problems by installing semi-permanent capillary tubing injection systems.

Downhole temperature and pressure gauge systems are available for data
collection in real time of the well bore performance and monitoring.

Maximum benefits

are obtained

by treating production systems
downhole at the problem source.

Contact us today

capillary tubing needs.

for all of your

TRIDENTCAPRPILLARY.COM Visit us online to FINd a location near you.

100 N. MCCLARY RD.
CORDELL, OK 7363e

580-832-3475
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WAS MORE RELIABLE
AND DURABLE

HELIOS WAS FOUNDED BY HARD-WORKING AND EXPERIENCED OIL AND GAS
VETERANS, DETERMINED TO BUILD A SUPERIOR CHEMICAL PUMPS THAT..

WAS EASIER TO WORK
ON IN THE FIELD

2il

USED ADVANCED TECH
AND AUTOMATION

www.heliospumps.com Visit us online to find a location near you.



http://www.heliospumps.com
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Mandy Hoock

Mandy Friesen Hoock
was born on July 18th,
1923 to John and Agnes
(Ediger) Friesen. She
passed away April
18th, 2025, in Corn,
Oklahoma, at the age of
101 years and 9 months.
Mandy was the tenth
child of 11 siblings.

She attended Corn Valley school. The family
then moved to Corn, and she attended Corn Public
Schools through the 8th grade.

As a teenager, she accepted the Lord as her
personal savior. In later years she was baptized and
joined the Calvary Baptist Church which she was
a Charter member. Mandy was a faithful member
serving in the nursery, Wednesday night Bible
classes, and chairman of the kitchen and White
Cross committee. She was also a member of the
Ladies Legion Axillary.

Mandy met and started dating her future husband,
Albert Hoock, In 1940. Ab joined the Navy in 1943,
moving to California and Mandy followed him.

She lived with her sister Bertha and husband Ted
Schmidt. She worked for a packing plant during
this time.

Ab was given 30 days leave and headed home from
Guadalcanal in 1944. Mandy followed him home. It
was then that they were married on December 12th,
1944, in the Corn Mennonite Church.

Ab was then given orders to return to New York
from the Navy and again Mandy followed him.
After two weeks he was shipped out of Boston for
deployment to Guadalcanal. Before reaching his
destination, peace was declared. Ab was discharged
from the Navy in 1945 and the couple moved to
Corn, Oklahoma.

When moving to Corn they soon moved to a home
southeast of Corn. It was then that their union was
blessed with two children, Sally Ann and Tommy
Ray.

In 1973, they built a new home in Corn.Mandy
was a homemaker until 1960. She then earned her
beautician license and opened Mandy's Beauty Shop
in Corn. Mandy retired in 1983.

Retirement for the couple included golfing and
vacations with her sister Mart and husband Wes
Kroker. Mandy and friend Sadie Kroeker were
tournament queens for several years.

In May of 2015 Mandy moved to the Assistant
Living apartment in the Corn Heritage Village.
Mandy was blessed with good health until 2024 and
at that time moved into the Corn Heritage Nursing
Home.

Mandy was preceded in death by her husband
Albert Hook, her son-in-law Michael Knisley,
her parents John and Agnes (Ediger) Friesen, and
beloved granddaughter, Tracie McGuire. She also
survived her eight sisters Zelma, Freida, Elizabeth,
Emma, Bertha, Ruby, Helen, Martha, and her two
brothers Dan and Herman.

Mandy is survived by one daughter, Sally Knisley
of Douglas, WY; one son, Tommy Hoock and his
wife Marsha of Woodward, OK; and one sister-in-
law, Bert Dalke.

Mandy’s memories will also be cherished by
her three grandchildren: Valerie Morris and her
husband Ware of Douglas, WY; Heath Hoock and
his wife Amanda of Woodward, OK; and Morgan
Newby and her husband Gerald of Woodward,
OK; 10 great-grandchildren: Wes Morris, Melinda
Caballero and her husband Eleazar, Joshua McGuire
and his wife Kristin, Jake McGuire, Hayden Hoock,
Peyton Newby, Emma, Paul, Luke, and John Miller;
five great-great grandchildren, Raylie, Mylah, and
Jax McGuire; and Luzy and Logan Caballero;

She is also survived by a host of friends and
relatives, along with her good friend, Norma Jean
Vogt, and faithful visitors Phyllis Fadenrecht and
Gracie Sawatzky.
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M ay 3 rd
STOREWIDE SALES!

Shopping Hours: Monday, 12pm - 5pm
T'uesday - Friday, 10:00am - 5pm
Saturday, 10:00am - 4pm

1225 E Main, Weatherford Fotm s o0
580-772-2238
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Brandon Shatswell

Brandon Joe Jerome
Shatswell 35, of Burns
Flat, OK was born
on May 3l1st, 1989 in
Lawton, OK. He is the
son of Becky Shatswell
and was raised by
Clifford (Bud) and Diane
Rogers. He went to walk
the heavenly streets of
gold with his Lord and Savior on Monday, April
7th, 2025, at his residence in Foss, OK.

Brandon had a heart of gold and would do
anything for anybody. He loved tinkering with old
cars and taking care of his dogs.

You would usually see him eating sweets of any
kind but his favorites were Swiss rolls, honeybuns
and fudgesicles.

He is now reunited with his dad, Bud in Heaven.
Brandon will be missed and greatly remembered
by all who knew and loved him.

Cherishing his memory is his wife, Terri
Shatswell of Foss, OK; one son, Robert Shatswell;
one daughter, Bailey Davis; his mother, Diane
Rogers of Elk City, OK; his birth mother, Becky
Shatswell; two brothers, Jason Rogers and wife,
Stephanie of Elk City, OK, Jeremy Rogers and wife,
Lisa of Canute, OK;

Brandon is also survived by five nieces and
nephews: Kylie Rogers, Ryah Rogers, Cason Rogers,
Madison Rogers, Macie Rogers; one great nephew,
Maverick Musick; and one brother-in-law, Cody
Shoptaw, as well as numerous other relatives and
friends.

Brandon is preceded in death by his father,
Clifford (Bud) Rogers; two brothers, Billy Shatswell,
Cody Shatswell; mother-in-law, Marcie Shoptaw;
grandparents, Donna Kay and Buddy Wayne
Shatswell.

Jimmy Hawkins

James Ray "Jimmy"
Hawkins Jr., 83, of Burns
Flat, OK was born on
September 21st, 1941 in
Wichita Falls, Texas. He is
the son of James Ray and
Camilla Estelle (Wood)
Hawkins. He went to walk
the heavenly streets of
gold with his Lord and
Savior on Saturday, April 12th, 2025, at his residence
in Burns Flat, OK.

Jimmy proudly served his country in the United
States Army from March 6, 1959 to April 5th, 1962, and
was honorably discharged, receiving a Good Conduct
Medal.

Jimmy married his sweetheart and best friend,
Cheree Cox on July 14th, 1960 in Corpus Christi,
Texas. Together they raised their family and spent 64
wonderful years of marriage together.

Jimmy enjoyed pier fishing in the gulf, playing golf,
and welding. He was a member of the Northside Baptist
Church, Victoria, Texas, and had a deep personal
relationship with Christ.

He loved his grandchildren and great grandchildren
and enjoyed teaching them about his career and religion.
He treasured spending time with his family and friends
and had many great adventures to say the least.

Jimmy built an Off Shore Platform. A Pipeline
(Hawkins Lateral) was named in his honor. He retired
from the oilfield three times because he truly loved his
job. Jimmy will be missed and greatly remembered by
all who knew and loved him.

Jimmy was preceded in death by his parents, James
Ray and Camilla Estelle Hawkins; and two brothers,
Davis Lee Hawkins, Don Phillip Hawkins.

Jimmy is survived by his wife of Burns Flat, OK; one
daughter, Shanna Ray Dorman and husband, Tony, of
Burns Flat, OK; two sons, Timothy Ray Hawkins and
wife, Amanda of Victoria, Texas, Ty Ray Hawkins,
Sr. and wife, Tracy of Burns Flat, OK; and one sister,
Angel Blackley and husband, Bill of Bastrop, Texas;
eight grandchildren: Ty Ray Hawkins Jr. and wife,
Jessica of Burns Flat, OK; Mike Weir and wife, Chloe
of Sacramento, CA; Tom Weir and wife, Haley of Burns
Flat, OK, Samantha Huereca and husband, Beau of
Elk City, OK, Ashley Reeves and husband, John of
Dill City, OK, Tonia Knight and husband, Trenton of
Slaughterville, OK, Tiffani Burns and husband, Hunter
of Purcell, OK, and Tony Dorman Jr. and wife, Victoria
of Yukon, OK.
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Justin Lynn Lesley,
47, of Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma was born
on July 18th, 1977, in
Shamrock, TX. He is the
son of Janice (LeGrand)
Lesley. His father was
Vestal Howard Lesley.

Justin went to be with
his Lord and Savior on
April 11th, 2025, at OU Medical Center, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, surrounded by his loving family.

He enjoyed wood carving, performing as a
comedian, and watching movies. He was a good
friend, always listening when you needed an ear
and showing kindness to all.

Cherishing his memory is his daughter, Abby
Colleen Johnson of Weatherford, Oklahoma; one
sister, Elizabeth Renee Sumpter, Sweetwater,
Oklahoma.

Justin is preceded in death by his mother, Janice
Lesley; aunt and uncle, Virginia Ann and Tommy
George LeGrand; grandparents, Juanita and TG
LeGrand.

Adam Ferguson

Adam Joe Ferguson
26, of Canute, OK, was
born on September 9,
1998 in Moore, OK.
He is the son of Victor
Don and Dianna Lynn
(Kennan) Ferguson.
Adam went to be with
his Lord and Savior on
Sunday, April 20th,
2025, in Pecos, TX.

Adam attended and graduated from Moore High
School with the class of 2017. He married his best
friend and sweetheart, Harmonie De'nee Sullivan
on March 23rd, 2023, in Blanchard, OK.

Adam had a heart of gold and would do anything
for anybody. He enjoyed gaming, fishing, buying
and collecting guns.

Adam gave the best hugs and loved spending
time going on vacations with his wife, family and
friends, he will be missed and greatly remembered
by all who knew and loved him.

Cherishing his memory is his loving wife,
Harmonie De'nee Ferguson of Canute, OK; father,
Victor Don Ferguson of Shawnee, OK; mother,
Dianna Lynn Kennan of Moore, OK; one brother
K.C. Condit and his wife, Yolita of Carrollton,
Texas; one sister, Tannay Condit of Moore, OK;
maternal grandparents, Randy David Silger of
Valley Brook, Oklahoma and Vicky Lynn Riddle
of Valley Brook, Oklahoma; three nieces; and
numerous other relatives and friends.

Adam is preceded in death by his paternal
grandparents, Joe Max and Neva June Ferguson.

Deborah Ankney

Deborah Gail Ankney,
74 years and 10 months
of Elk City, was born on
June 11, 1950, in Hobart,
OK, to Edgar Lee and
Mary Gayle (Shockley)
Ankney.

She passed away on
Tuesday, April 22nd,
2025, at Great Plains
Regional Medical Center in Elk City, surrounded
by her loving family.

Deborah graduated from Elk City High School
with the class of 1968. She attended OU for
nursing school where she received her master's
degree in critical care. Deborah worked for UT
Southwestern in Texas before moving to Hawaii
with her roommate, Patsy. She was employed at
Queen Hospital in Hawaii for approximately thirty
years in the Intensive Care Unit.

Deborah enjoyed the company of Patsy's niece,
Jenni Rasco, who lived with them for a year in
Hawaii. Deborah loved traveling to the other islands
and enjoyed snorkeling; Kailua Beach was one of
her favorite places to visit. She will be remembered
by her peers for her strong clinical knowledge and
mentorship of all fellow nurses.

Deborah loved spending time with her family and
friends and her beloved corgies. She will be greatly
missed by all who knew and loved her.

Cherishing her memory is one sister, Cathy
Schneberger and husband, Martin of Elk City,
OK; one brother, Jon Ankney and wife Terry of
Burns Flat, OK; one aunt, Janny Simpson of Sand
Springs, OK; six nephews and nieces; twelve great
nephews and nieces; numerous cousins; and many
other family members and friends.

Deborah is preceded in death by her parents, Edgar
Lee and Mary Gayle Ankney; her grandparents; one
niece, Jessica Ankney; and her dear friend, Patsy.
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Fariss Named 2025 Cecil Perkins Recipient

VALERIE FARISS

Valerie Fariss (Cordell, OK) was recently awarded
the Cecil Perkins Service Award for 2025 by the
SWOSU athletic department's annual All-Sports
Awards Ceremony at the Pioneer Event Center.

"Cecil was too good to me as a player at South-
western and was also so kind to my family through-
out the years," said Fariss. "But it wasn't just me,
he was good to everyone he came in contact with.
He was the epitome of service, always going above
and beyond to make sure people were cared for. 1
am honored and appreciative to be selected as a
recipient of the service award named after him."

Fariss, a former national champion for the Lady
Bulldog basketball team, is also a SWOSU Athletic
Hall of Fame member, inducted in the Class of
2008, as well as a longtime member of the SWOSU
Athletic Association.

Fariss served as President of the SWOSU Athletic
Association from 2013-18. She has also spent
well over a decade on the association's Board of
Directors and is currently serving her second term
as Secretary.

Aside from formal duties and titles linked to the
athletic department, Fariss is also widely known to
this day for sponsoring meals for SWOSU athletic
teams, her help with SWOSU Rodeo, and the
creation of a youth golf camp in Cordell that has
many ties to the SWOSU golf program.

After Fariss' Hall of Fame playing career ended
at Southwestern in 1994, she became a teacher and
coach in Carnegie, Oklahoma for a year before
moving to Clinton in '95 for similar opportunities.
Fariss spent nine years in Clinton and says her
former players she coached who went on to play at
SWOSU were a large reason why she remained so
plugged into the SWOSU athletic scene.

Opportunities to support SWOSU athletes then
began presenting themselves. Fariss first helped feed
the football team hot dogs when they didn't have
cafeteria access over the summer, which snowballed
into basketball teams needing meals over Christmas
Break, then postseason meals for qualifying teams,
and so on. She did the same for the SWOSU rodeo
team, always finding a way to cook and supply food
for the team.

2025 CECIL PERKINS SERVICE AWARD WINNER

Fariss might be most known for her chicken
spaghetti, a meal she's commonly supplied through
the years to a very welcoming SWOSU women's
basketball team.

"Being from a small town, I grew up where
everybody supported each other and that's just how
it was. The businesses supported the school and vice
versa. We always chipped in and helped no matter
if it was athletics or something else. If you wanted
to get something done, everybody just had to jump
in and make it happen as a group and community."

In 2015, now living in Cordell, Fariss became
involved with helping start up the sport of golf at
the school. She eventually created a summer youth
golf clinic at Cordell and reached out to SWOSU
Golf Head Coach Brad Fleetwood to pair up with
the college teams for help. Through the years,
Fariss has had numerous SWOSU golfers provide
instruction and presence at the camp and has even
had two former Cordell natives go on to play golf
under Fleetwood on scholarship. Fariss continues to
serve on the SWOSU Athletic Board and help where
she can. She can still be caught serving, sponsoring,
or helping organize a meal that will feed SWOSU
athletes. Cordell's summer youth golf camp also
continues to be held each summer.

"I had such a great experience at Southwestern as
a student-athlete. The wonderful people that were
there, and the little things they did to support us,
made it special. I always felt like [ needed to make
sure I did those same little things once I was able
to so that the kids after me felt the same level of
support that I did."

This is the 13th year that the Cecil Perkins
Service Award has been presented. The award is
named for Perkins, the former SWOSU Athletic
Director who passed away in September 2013.
Perkins helped pioneer the direction of the Bulldogs'
athletic programs for more than a quarter century,
elevating the SWOSU Athletic Department to the
NCAA Division II level. His philosophy of putting
the student-athlete first in any decision has led to
hundreds of individual success stories that continue
to positively impact the new generation of students,
coaches, and teams at SWOSU and beyond.

from Kelley Schmidt Photography

The Dairyland Donkey Ball team (pictured with Weatherford Mayor Mike Smith) recently traveled
from Chippewa, WI, to help fundraise for Weatherford’s Chamber of Commerce.
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For Sale:
Ignite Equine Complete Tubs
Dove Performance Nutrition Bagged Feed
21 Bale bundles (Bermuda, Alfalfa, Straw)

Call for more info!

Kelly 580-819-0664 or Jack 580-819-0343

HIGHER
GROUND

We live in a day when men call
evil good and good evil. Often it is
difficult to determine what is really
good. Sometimes false motives
corrupt our good deeds. But this
does not take away from the reality
of real goodness that stems from
God’s goodness to us as evidenced
by the Cross. Jesus went about
doing good. The Apostle Paul speaks of God’s
desire for us in Ephesians 2:10. “For we are God’s
workmanship (his masterpiece), created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”

In his letter to Titus, he reveals Gods purpose
for us. “...who (Christ) gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to
do what is good.”

Later, in that same letter he says, “Our people
must learn to devote themselves to doing what
is good, in order that they may provide for daily
necessities and not live unproductive lives.” (Titus
3:14) That verse implies some intentionality.
There is a learning process involved.

Man is inherently selfish. It is the goodness
of God imputed to us by His Spirit that allows
us to see and act. Goodness is an act of love.
Romans 5:5 says that “...God has poured out his
love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he
has given us.”

At the risk of seemingly parading my goodness
before man, let me share an illustration of the
joy and satisfaction that can come from simply
denying self and doing that which is good.
Several years ago, | was visiting in a low-income
area, seeking children to invite to Vacation Bible
School. I found an apartment of five children; two
boys and three girls. They all seemed interested
in attending VBS.

However, the youngest one was only 5 and had
not completed Kindergarten, which was one of
the requirements to be eligible to attend. She
looked up to me with big brown eyes and said,
“Can I go?” I broke the rules. I couldn’t say no.
A small later reprimand was worth it.

As time went on, all of them started attending
Sunday School. Their apartment opened to a
patch of high weeds. Paper and trash had blown
into the area making it an ugly mess. I thought
this is a chance to spend some time with the two
older boys. I thought, “I’ll get a sack and ask
them to help me clean up the area.” I knocked
on the door only to find that the boys were not
home. But, the two smallest girls, including the
S-year-old offered to help. So out we go! In a few
minutes I Iooked down to find a twenty-dollar
bill nestled among the leaves. I picked it up and
asked one of the girls to take it to her mom. Then
mom comes out to help!

We finished the job in a few minutes and I
headed back to dump the trash and get on my
way home. But [ heard the patter of running feet
behind me.

I stopped and looking back I saw the two little
girls running toward me. [ stopped, waiting for
them. Then my reward came. The smallest one
wrapped her arms around my knees and the older
one hugged my waist.

That picture is etched in my memory though
it happened almost 20 years ago. Just seeing
people as God sees them and being open and
available is to demonstrate the love of the Father
and reflects his love. Look for an opportunity to
do good this week.

Jim Merrisen

To comment: jhm82@outlook.com, 580-302-1142
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Heartland museum.
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S 1-40 Frontage Rd.
Weatherford, OK
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The Weatherford Regional Hospital (WRH) recently purchased a Sonoxite PX Portable Ultrasound machine. This MRI was the result of

last October’s Stellar Arts Festival.

Physician Assistant Cam Hogan (pictured, right, demonstrating the machine on WRH CEO Darin

Farrell’s arm) outlined how the equipment is utilized in the emergency room. While its most well-known usage is for inspecting the
wombs of expecting mothers, an MRI also helps in assessing trauma patients, abdominal aneurysms, hypertension, and much more.
WRH CEO Darin Farrell says the equipment improves quality of care and allows for quick diagnoses.
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JECH / TERM LIMITS - With term limits shaping
the future of Oklahoma’s legislature, Senator Darcy
Jech weighed in on the topic during an interview with
Wright Wradio. “I could argue [about] term limits both
ways,” Jech expressed.” I've been up here for 11 years
now, so obviously [ know a lot more about the process
now than I did then. But I learn things every day when
those people do turn limit and walk away, there's a lot
of'ideas that they either carried or heard or passed, or
maybe worked through and debated.” Jech noted that
the 12-year cap, whether in the house, senate, or both,
brings both benefits and challenges to the capitol.

SWOSU / NEW PROGRAMS - Beginning this
Fall, Southwestern Oklahoma State University will
be offering two new programs, says President Dr.
Diana Lovell. These include degrees for “Surgical
Tech” and “Long-Term Healthcare Administration.”
Additionally, construction will soon begin on the
third floor of Parker Hall. Dr. Lovell says it is being
converted to allow for additional room for the nursing
program.

WASHITA CO / FENTANYL TOXICITY - Two
people charged in Washita County District Court with
second degree murder have both pleaded not guilty
to the charge. 64-year-old Mary Kathleen Green of
Clinton and 37 year old Jerrid Page Johnson of Cordell
allegedly failed to protect a 2 year old child who died
as the result of acute fentanyl toxicity after ingesting
fentanyl in December of 2023. The judge informed
attornies to have any motions in the case filed by June
5th, and those motions will be heard by the court on
July 24th. A pretrial date for both Green and Johnson
is set for August 7th.

CLINTON / OBN ARRESTS - The Oklahoma
Bureau of Narcotics recently teamed up with Clinton
Police, the Custer County Sheriff's Department,
and Oklahoma Highway Patrol to seize drugs and a
stolen firearm. Mark Woodward, the spokesperson
for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, stated
the investigation began following “a concerning
number of recent overdoses to try to identify who
the people are bringing drugs [specifically fentanyl
into Clinton.” Woodward says authorities made
about eight arrests over the two-day operation.
He says citizens can anonymously report criminal
drug activity by sending OBN a direct message on
Facebook.

BECKHAM CO / POINTER - District Attorney
Angela Marsee has filed a motion in Beckham
County District Court to revoke the suspended
portion of a prison term for a convicted murderer.
Court records show 25-year-old Jarred Pointer is
serving 35 years of a 45-year sentence for first
degree murder. Pointer, who is being held at the
Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester, is
charged in Pittsburg County District Court with
possession of a weapon by an inmate.

WEATHERFORD / RT. 66 B-DAY BASH - The
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce is gearing up
for a few Route 66 events coming up later this year.
Executive Director Kim Silman says up first is the
“Route 66 Birthday Bash,” which has been moved
back to August 22nd to coincide with the downtown
ribbon cutting ceremony. Silman says state officials
are showing their excitement surrounding the
spaceman display in downtown Weatherford.
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$125 — CLOCKTOWER BRICK—
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SWOSU ALUMNI
CLOGKTOWER

$65 — CLOCKTOWER BRICK—SMALL
LARGE

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER VISIT:

swosufoundation.com/bricks

Have a birthday, anniversary, or ot! -
event? Email us at sales@westokweekly.com
to announce it here for FREE!

Happy Birthday Wishes for April 23

Alvin McNeal, Gentry Ortiz, Matthew Sumner; April 29 -

Alcohol causing problems? Alcoholics Anonymous meets daily at 928 W. Main, Weatherford. Call (580) 819-0727 for more information.
Christian Free Store — Donations of school supplies, clothes, shoes, etc. are needed or if you are in need. Please call (580) 637-2345 or
(580) 291-3875. Alfalfa, OK, Community Center “Bible Study," Every Monday Night from 7:00 to 8:00 Hwy 58. Five miles South of
Hwy 152. For more information contact (405) 643-9211. Free and Open to the Public. OK Parkinson’s Alliance, monthly support group
meeting the second Thursday of each month, excluding December, at 5:30 p.m. at Weatherford’s Pioneer Center, 1000 Gartrell Place.
Patients, caregivers, family or friends are welcome. Questions? Contact OK Parkinson’s Alliance (405) 810-0695 or info@OKpa.org.
Iron Sharpens Iron is a Christ-centered adult support group every Tuesday night at 7pm. 233 E Main in Hydro, First Christian Church.

- Marilyn Baldwin, Shelby Blagg, Lena Cardenas, Tyler Ellis, Andrew Fraser, Adam Fraser,
Devon Jordan, Daryl Mosburg, Tom Willis; April 24 - Sandy Duncan, Nikki Frye, Ron Goodman, Mary Harris, Jason Kemper,
Shelby Martinez, Greg Mouse, Carol Wahnee, Jill Ward; April 25 - Casey Elston, Gary Eytcheson, Regena Gardner, Mercedes
Hampton, Edward Lopez, Bailee Pond, Kacie Roof, Brooke Schneberger, Shaun Skinner, Baylor Watkins, Lonnie Whitson;
April 26 - Megan Britton, Peyton Carmin, Micah Dobrinski, Dennis Green, Alex Hicks, Matt Lamm, Denise Lay, Kenneth Maddox,
Dakota Meinhardt, Benton Toczko; April 27 - Richard Ballew, Kaden Buckner, Arthula Carmen, Songhawk Fields-Toahty,
Melissa Martin, Liz McBrayer, Avry Nailon, Hermon Small; April 28 - Janice Ball, Jacob Bass, Alison Mainers, Jay Martin,
Mack Barnes, Ben Brown, Derek Carroll, Mary Frye, Dana Janning,
Trent Koch, Summer Lettkeman, Logan Littke, Bailey Mae Matthews, Bruce McLemore, Michelle Nance, Suzzi Rossiter, Vernon Slagle,
Cheryl Thomason, J.R. Ussery; April 30 - Tanner Holt, Kenny Lehman, Ryan Lehman, Thomas Martin, Kassie Miller, Steve Owens,
\_ Mark Ray, Austin Richardson, Lauren Roles, Jack Schwartz.



https://www.workreadyoklahoma.com
https://www.swosufoundation.com/bricks
https://truevisionoklahoma.com

SERVICES & PRODUCTS

Tautfest Rental Properties -
| Buy Mineral Rights! Contact
580-772-7000.

38-Year Weatherford
Business! Full-Time
Guaranteed Hours! Positions
Available: Service Technicians,
Framing, Carpentry,
Construction, Small Engines,
Fence Builders, Farm-Hand/
Labor! Apply now at 609 E Tom
Stafford.

HELP WANTED!

CABEE’S

ACHINE VACUUM
LEANER SERVICE
CENTER - Since 1949, sales,
service, most makes, scissors
sharpened, downtown Elk City,
580-225-6265

O==

Dodgen Tree Service - Tree
trimming and removal, fence
lines cleared. 580-774-9718

AUTOMOBILES & MORE

FREE Baby Car Seat! Contact
580-613-0108.

87' Cadillac - Runs great.
$2,000. 405-639-9667.

Infinity QX56 2012 - 165K
miles. $16,000 OBO. 405-
638-1773.

Delta Truck Box - Brand new,
full size, white, one top opener.
$800 OBO. 580-330-1437

Military Jeep Hood. Roughly
30"x30." $250 580-330-1437.

2014 Ford Focus - $6,500.
580-330-3489.

2001 Honda 600CC - Navy
Blue. 16k miles, $2,000. 405-
892-8301

2004 Trailblazer - Good tires.
$4,000. 580-330-3489

4-Michelin used passenger
tires - 20 inch. 580-393-1444.

2003 Trailblazer - Good
shape. $3,000. 580-886-2980.

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis
LS - $3,750 OBO. 580-330-
3489.

Dune Buggy Frame - Looking
to Trade OBO. 405-639-9667.

Airplane Air Speed Indicator
Can be used for a unique car
spedometer. Call 580-772-
7997.

Motorguide For Sale or Trade
Wireless W75 54" Freshwater
Bow-Mount Trolling Motor. New
in box. Comes with wireless
foot pedal for steering. 918-
415-4236.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Coleman Powermate
5500 - running bolts electric
generator. $425. (770) 722-
0609.

FREE Baby Car Seat - In good
condition. 580-613-0108.

23 Dinner Plates - 75 cents
each. 580-613-0108.

ChinaSolidWoodHutch-$300.
Rolling Top Desk - $200.
Wood Night Stand - $30.
580-774-4000.

Adjustable Elder Walker - $20.
580-613-0108.

2 Lean Barstools - 30" tall. Seat
back has horseshoes. $75 for
both. 580-890-0004.

Large, Framed Mirrors - $45;
Full length: $10. 580-613-0108

Entertainment Center,
$100. Gun Cabinet, $500.
White Armoire, $275. call 580-
330-1437.

Furniture! 7-Piece Tiger Oak
Dinette Pioneer hutch buffet table
and 4 chairs. Devilled glass and
mirrors fruit motif. $2,000. Call
580-772-4297.

Baby Grand Piano - 2nd Owner.
Vose and Sons. $900. 580-613-
0108

Adirondack Chairs - Put
together with screws. $65.
Contact 580-613-0108.

Microfiber Love Seat - Brown,
comes with console and drink
holder. 580-330-0225.

97" Projection Television -
$750. Call 580-772-7997

Baby Walker - Bounces, comes
with mobile and music. $35.
580-613-0108.

New Brown Couch - Comes with
2 manual recliners. $500 OBO.
580-772-3223.

3 Handheld Vacuums - $30
each. 580-613-0108.

Widescreen TV - 93" CRT.
Mitsubishi. $499. 580-772-7997.

Curio Cabinet, Bottom Storage
$50 - 580-774-4000.

Coil roofing air nailgun - Like
new, with 3 boxes of coil nails.
$250. 580-330-1437.

Sofa & Loveseat - Both new.
Gray. $400 each. 580-302-2780.

80s Riverside Rolltop Oak Desk
$300. 580-772-7357.

Wood Door Cabinet - 6 shelves.
Stands 5'11. Very good condition.
$60. 580-613-0108.

Brothers Sewing Maching -
Portable. $50. 580-445-6765

Antique Lamp Table - $50. Call
580-774-4000.

Thomasville Bed - Comes with
frame, mattress, and five-drawer
chest. $450. 580-774-4000.

Large Copper Skillet - $35. 580-
613-0108

FARM, LAWN & GARDEN

Craftsman Riding Mowers
6 mowers/$600. 580-886-2960.

8N Ford Tractor - Good
condition. $1,500. Call me at
580-729-0001.

5 Riding Mowers - DR Trimmer
Roto-Tiller. $500. 580-886-2980

For Sale - Hoe, sprayer, ladders,
post hole diggers, golf cart,
kerosene stove, heaters, tires,
folding chairs, hand tools, work
bench, mower. 405-246-8952.
Dixon Riding Mowers- $400 for
all three. 405-639-9667

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Troybilt Garden Tiller - $600.
Contact 580-729-0001.

LAIFIEDS

STIHL Weed Trimmer - Never
used. $275. 580-774-8678.

Craftsman Push Weed Eater
Like new, hardly used. Contact
580-890-0004.

ANIMALS AND PETS

Boston Terrier Pups - ACA
Registered. 580-614-1241.

Great Pyrenees - Free to a good
home. Would make good farm
dogs. 580-330-8658.

Introducing The Collar Club!
Pet Sitting and dog walking.
Daily and weekends rates. Call
Andi at 580-214-0756.

An All-Natural Pet Company
designed to keep your fur
babies healthy. 90-day 100%
satisfaction guarantee. 580-
623-3593.

Large Metal Birdcage - $50. 5-6
ft tall. 580-613-0108

ADOPTABLE ANIMALS at the
Friends For Life Animal Society.
Kittens, cats, puppies and dogs
available. Browse our animals
at our website www.okfflas.org

Jack Russell Puppies -wormed,
tails doct, claws removed. $400.
Call 580-301-0253.

Large Bird Cage - $20. Contact
580-890-9442.

4 Pomegranean Puppies
About 1 year old. 2 Black-and-
White females, 1 Black Male,
and 1 Brown Male. 903-808-
0312.

Gorgeous Anatolian/Great
Pyranees Dog - 3 years old.
Good livestock guard dog and
companion. Pictures available.
May travel to deliver. $700. Call
580-613-0108.

For Sale - Registered Australian
shepherd, male. Standard
female poodle. Mini male poodle.
Mini female poodle. 580-614-
1241.

(2) Female Pups - 6 months old.
Lab Pitt Mix. 1 black, 1 brown.
Good-natured. FREE to a good
home! 580-243-8068.

GUNS! Glock 45 - $600. Glock
357 - $600 Springfield XDS -
$900. Comes with magazine
and bag for $600. AR-15 - .223
calibur with .556 extras. $1500.
Call or text 580-330-0225.

Retired Painter Selling
Painting + Sand Blasting
Equipment - Ladders, planks,
swing stage, etc. 580-890-9442.

(2) Circuit Breaker - 100 amps.
New in box. $75 each. 580-772-
7997.

House for Rent - Hinton, OK.
405-826-6376

Hydro Lots for Sale - Gazebo
and storage building, located at
120 W Main St. 405-545-0179.

Assorted Materials - Aluminum,
Iron, 2x4s, Plywood, and Plastic
Palettes. 580-890-0053 for
pricing

High Quality Bulls - Horned or
pulled. Cross-breeding steeds
can be a lucrative business!
580-661-1146.

(2) Jet Skis - Need mechanical
work. $50 each. 580-613-0108
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For Sale - (2) Doors, Never Used.
32" general purpose outside door
36" glass storm door. Please call
580-774-0843.

Ladies Gold Rolex Watch -
Purchased Locally. Asking for
$8,995. 580-772-7997.

FOR TRADE - Will Trade
Shotgun for Handgun. Call me
at 405-426-0461.

Unicycle - Needs new inner-
tube. $50. 580-772-5100.

Size 33 Record Albums - $3 per
choice or take all for $1 each. Call
580-890-9442.

Star Wars Lunchbox + Thermos
$85.00 OBO. 580-330-1437.

New Scuba Diving Masks
Come in various colors. $25 each.
580-772-7997.

Fresh Peanuts - 580-654-1175.
www.gooberhouse.com.

Assorted Doors & Full Size
Hutch - 580-890-0053.

Turkey Eggs - 580-225-6559

Adult Walker - $20. Please call
580-613-0108

Walk-In Tub w/ Jets - $1000
OBO. 405-663-2413

Old Road Maps - In pristine
condition. 580-393-1444

Oilfield Drillbit - 3 head and
HEAVY. $300. 580-330-1437.

Steel Office Desk - $20. Contact
580-890-9442.

Ceiling Tiles - 209 sq ft. $60. Call
580-799-7834.

Large Gas Barbequer - $50. Call
or text 580-890-0053.

3 Stacks of Metal - Selling to
Best Offer. 580-886-2980.

Jewelry Armoire - New in box.
$50 OBO. 580-772-3223.

Renting Out Arcade Cabinet!
For your business! Has games
like Donkey Kong, Pac Man, and
more. Asking for 50/50 split on
profits. 580-890-0004.

Sheet metal - $10/per sheet.
405-639-9667

Horseback Rides - Hayrides,
cookouts, riding lessons, lunch/
dinner rides, and more! Like us on
Facebook at “Old Caldwell Trail
Stables." 2 mi. SE of Fay. 580-
309-0135, oldcaldwelltrail.com

Call
580-772-5939

to run your

Classified Ad
Today!

Advertising
Deadline:

Every Friday at 3pm

sales@westokweekly.com
(580) 772-5939

TINSLEY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION

Proudly Serving Western
Oklahoma for over 50 years.

We service all roofing projects & provide general construction!

Call us today to get a free estimate!
580-772-2775 or 580-772-4799

tinsleyroofingandconstruction.com

First United Methodist Church

Weatherford, 0K “Love God, Love Dthers.”

'-E SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30am and 10:30am
MIDWEEK MIRACLE
Wednesdays at 6pm
Dinner Served at 5pm

817 N 7th Street, Weatherford, 0K
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.

Assembly = Fabricators»
*Paint Line=

«Starting rate $12.50 an hour 0.00 hire on bonus
after working 70 days

401K - Health Insurance - Paid Vacation - Sick Leave

Apply in person at W-W Mfg. 8832 Hwy 54, Thomas, OK
or apply online at www.wwmanufacturing.com

HELP WANTED

Bl WELDERS FULL-TIME IR
Starting rate $15.00
an hour $500.00 hire on bonus

after working 90 days

401K - Health Insurance - Paid Vacation - Sick Leave

Apply in person at W-W Mfg. 8832 Hwy 54, Thomas, OK
or apply online at www.wwmanufacturing.com

Groceries, Meats, and More
Open Mon. - Sat., 7AM - 7PM
109 West Main o/~ S
Hydro, Ok. 73048 DEER CR K
405-663-2354 —SyoW e o April 21st - May 3rd
ROUTE BB
Grocery Produce
Food Club Wheat or White Sandwich Bread 2 for $3.00 | [Hot House Tomatoes $1.39 Ib.
A1 Steak Sauce, 100z $4.88 Iceberg Lettuce $1.29/head
Food Club Soda, 12 pack cans (All Varieties) 2 for $8.00 | Texas 1015 Yellow Onions $0.69 Ib.
Nabisco Oreo Cookies, 13.30z $4.29 Zucchini Squash $0.99 Ib.
Knorr Noodle or Rice Sides (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 | |Broccoli $1.99/each
Food Club Mustard, 200z $0.99 Strawberries, 160z. 2 for $5.00
General Mills Cereals (Asst. Varieties) $4.29 Halo Mandarins, 2 Ib. bag_; $3.99
Kool Aid Jammers, 10pkg 2 for.$6.00
Bush Chili Beans or Refried Beans 4 for $5.00 Trozen
Ricos Cheese Sauce, 150z 2 for $6.00 | |Ore Ida Potatoes 26-320z. (All Varieties) $4.99
Old El Paso Enchilada Sauce, 100z 3 for $5.00 | |Popsicles, 18 count (All Varieties) $5.99
Old El Paso Taco Shells 3 for $5.00 | |Green Giant- corn, & peas, 100z. 2 for $3.00
Food Club Pasta, 160z (All Varieties) $0.88 Blue Ribbon Ice Cream, 4qt. Pail $5.48
Food Club Pasta Sauce (All Varieties) 2 for $3.00 | JFood Club Texas Garlic Toast $2.79
Cravin Tortilla Chips, 300z $3.99
Dole Pineapple Juice, 460z can $2.99
Griffin Waffle Syrup, 240z (All Varieties) $2.99 meat
McCormick Taco Seasonings (All Varieties) $0.79 Boneless New York Strip Steak $11.99 Ib.
Saucy Spoon Baked Beans, 280z (All Varieties) 2 for $5.00 | |Boneless Centercut Pork Chop $2.99 Ib.
Wrights Sliced Bacon $6.99 Ib.
. Baby Back Ribs $3.99 Ib.
Dairy Fricks Ham Steaks $5.79 Ib.
Food Club Chunk Cheese, 160z (All Varieties) 2 for $7.00 | |JOpas Smoked Sausage, 160z. (All Varieties) $6.59
Food Club Dip, 120z. $1.79 Smokey Cheddar Cheese $5.99 Ib.
Country Crock Spread, 450z. $6.99
Food Club Orange Juice, 520z. $3.59 @73’ gmcmy
Pillsbury Grands Biscuits, 16.30z. (All Varieties) $2.99 Fiora Paper Towels, 6 gaint rolls $5.99
Daisy Sour Cream, 160z. 2 for $5.00 | |Cascade Fresh Pods, 16ct $4.99
Food Club Butter, 160z (All Varieties) $3.88 Simply Done Foam Plates, 50ct (8.87 inch) $1.99
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Freya Sala & Katie Boline Secure Final Bulldogs of the Week of '24-25

Jon Chidester Freya Sala and Katie
BULLDOGS OF THE SWOSU Media Relations Boline have been named
the final Bulldogs of the Week of the 2024-25 school
year. The recognition is brought to you by Wright
Media — the home for SWOSU athletic livestream
events and radio broadcasts.
Women's Golf Freya Sala (Mexico City, Mexcio) became the
second golfer in SWOSU women's golf history to
Freya Sala win medalist honors at the GAC Championships
after she took home the individual title last week at
Hardscrabble Country Club in Fort Smith, Arkansas.
She did so in dramatic fashion, edging a Henderson
State competitor in a second playoff hole. She shot
Softball 71-73-73 in her three rounds to finish at seven-over

[ ] [ par for the tournament.
Katie Boline

Katie Boline (Wichita, Kan.) was a run producer
last week for SWOSU softball, driving in a team high
six runs for the Bulldogs in their final push to qualify
for the postseason.

Boline finished the week 7-for-16 (.438) with a
double, triple, and home run and had an .813 slugging
percentage.

“The Agency Service Built”

BERRONG
INSURANCE ;> 451~

0il & Gas | Business | Personal I?AES‘&RREEEE

E M P o °

= r = L L |

. CROP QUEST

.

-

. i
'

Let our family insure your
family’s most important assets! d

Our clients work directly with employee-owners who
provide unbiased, science-based crop recommendations.
WE SELL NO PRODUCTS,
ONLY QUALITY SERVICE!

We work with producers of all types & sizes.
100 to 30,000 acres
Irrigated & non-irrigated crops.

Jack and Jace say to call us or

stop by for a home, auto, or
business insurance quote!

(580) 772-3329 5%

520 E. Main St | 1001 NW 139* St Pkwy
Weatherford Edmond

F o | I I |
Clor soal 15 To vmaXinaize wield &
o i I i I
conTrol \mpUuT cosTS.

I
Your local Crop Quest Agronomists:

Bryce Mickel - (580) 330-0333 | Seth Froneberger - (580) 574-6466
Headquarfer Office - (620) 225-2233

OUR SERVICES

OF W'FORD

TOOL & FILTER SALE

COMMITTEE AND LEADERSHIP WEATHERFORD SAVE ON NAME-BRAND
9 RADER PARK TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

OUTDOOR COURTS

WEATHERFORD, OK ’mlfw/“”m CARLYLE

TOOLS ., &
MAY 02 -04,2025
WEATHERFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NAPA OF WEATHERFORD

(580) 772 -7744 115 S. Washington
Weatherford, OK 73096

(580) 302-8673

Offers valid at the NAPA Auto Parts Hinton location only April 21 - May 3, 2025. © 2025 National Automotive Parts Association LLC.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:

. WEATHERFORD AREA PICKLEBALL ASSOCIATION ‘

Tune in to WRIGHT<MEDIA for playoff action on all of our streams.
A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PLAYOFF SPONSORS!

Helics 2730 VETERAN
insecrion croiems | SOUTHWEST TIRE m E’kSUPPLY - T@WING



https://www.berrongins.com

Oklahoma History:

s

s

Saurophaganax
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Maximus, the State’s Official Fossil

Courtesy of the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History
Photos of Oklahoma’s state fossil, Allosaurus anax (known as “Saurophaganax maximus” until early 2025).

Jon Chidester

Saurophaganax maximus
SWOSU Media Relations

has long been known as
an enormous Jurassic predator — so famous that
it was named Oklahoma’s official state fossil in
2000. Discovered in the early 1930s at a quarry
in Cimarron County, Oklahoma, the dinosaur’s
bones were first informally dubbed “Saurophagus
maximus” (meaning “greatest lizard eater”) by
paleontologist J. Willis Stovall. However, that
name was later found to be preoccupied by a bird,
so in 1995 the creature was formally renamed
Saurophaganax, meaning “lord of lizard-eaters.”
For decades, Saurophaganax was depicted as a
colossal relative of Allosaurus — roughly 12-14
meters (40—46 ft) in length — and it captured the
public’s imagination as a unique apex predator of
the Late Jurassic.

Despite its renown, scientists have debated
Saurophaganax’s true identity for years. Was it
really a distinct genus, or simply a giant species
of Allosaurus? The overall anatomy of the known
Saurophaganax bones closely resembles Allosaurus,
with only a few subtle differences reported (for
example, variations in certain skull bones and
unusual features in the vertebrae). These differences
led some researchers to treat Saurophaganax as a
separate genus, while others suspected it might
just be Allosaurus maximus — essentially an
especially large Allosaurus. Over time, most large-
scale analyses included Saurophaganax as its own
genus, but its classification remained controversial
and uncertain. The fossil material was limited and
fragmentary, and crucially, it all came from an
old excavation that may not have kept the bones
properly sorted by individual.

By the 2020s, Saurophaganax’s status was still
unresolved — a “dubious” giant meat-eater lurking
in the fossil record. This set the stage for a fresh
investigation. Paleontologists decided to re-examine
the original bones with modern techniques and a
skeptical eye. The goal: determine once and for
all whether Saurophaganax truly deserved its title,
or whether it had been a case of mistaken identity.

In late 2024, a comprehensive re-analysis of
the Saurophaganax fossils was published by
Andy Danison (a PhD student at Oklahoma
State University Center for Health Sciences) and
colleagues. This study, appearing in the journal
Vertebrate Anatomy Morphology and Palacontology,
turned the Saurophaganax story on its head.

After nearly two years of meticulous research,
Danison’s team concluded that the bones attributed
to Saurophaganax maximus did not all belong to
one animal at all — instead, they came from at least
three different dinosaurs. To reach this conclusion,
the researchers used a combination of traditional
anatomical comparison and modern paleohistology
(the study of fossil bone microstructure). They
pored over each bone that had been assigned to
Saurophaganax back in the 1930s and 1940s,
comparing them to known fossils of other dinosaurs
from the same quarry and the broader Morrison
Formation. What they found was startling:

e Sauropod Imposters: Several bones — especially
vertebrae — turned out not to be theropod (meat-eating
dinosaur) bones at all. The most important example
was that the very bone defining “Saurophaganax”
wasn’t from a carnivore! Other vertebrae from the
collection also seemed to belong to sauropods —
the anatomy of these backbones was much more
consistent with large herbivores like Apatosaurus
or Camarasaurus.

o Allosaur Bones in the Mix: Not all the material
was herbivorous, however. A number of the skull
and limb bones from the quarry clearly belonged to
an allosaurid theropod. These included parts of the
skull such as a postorbital bone (from behind the
eye) that lacked the prominent horn or brow-ridge
seen in the common species Allosaurus fragilis.
There were also limb elements like a massive
metatarsal (foot bone) and portions of the hindlimb.

2N

THE :
MORNING "'
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Weekdays 6am-9am on 95.5.FM

The presence of these carnivore bones confirmed
that a large predator was indeed found at the site —
but the question became what to call it.

® A Case of Chimeric Fossils: The study
ultimately showed that the original excavation had
combined fossils from multiple species — a classic
“chimera” in paleontology. Back in the 1930s, the
workers at Stovall’s quarry may have unknowingly
collected bones from different dinosaurs that
were jumbled together in the deposit. Danison’s
research confirms that at least two large sauropods
(long-necked plant-eaters) and one giant allosaurid
theropod were all present at the site, their remains
intermingled. The “tortured history” of these bones,
as Danison put it, led earlier scientists astray.

Once the team determined that the genuine
carnivorous bones from the quarry did not belong
to Allosaurus fragilis or any other described
species, they concluded a new species name was
needed. Rather than keep using “Saurophaganax”
(which was now tainted by the chimera problem),
they decided to officially sink Saurophaganax as a
unique genus. In the 2024 paper, they propose that
the predator bones be assigned to Allosaurus anax,
a newly named species of Allosaurus. The name
Allosaurus anax roughly translates to “different
lizard lord” — combining Allosaurus (“different
lizard”) with anax (“ruler” or “lord”), in a nod
to the original “lizard-eater lord” meaning of
Saurophaganax.

Allosaurus anax is described as the largest
Allosaurus species known. From the bones
available, Danison and colleagues estimate this
dinosaur reached about 12 meters (40 feet in length)
and weighed on the order of 4-5 tons (around the
mass of an African elephant). That would make
it comparable in length to a T. rex (though not
as heavy as the biggest T. rex specimens, which
exceed 7 tons). Crucially, the microstructure of its
bones shows it was fully grown at that gigantic size,
confirming that it wasn’t just an unusually young
and large Allosaurus fragilis.

This giant had unique skeletal traits as well: for
example, the lack of a horn or raised boss on the
postorbital bone (above and behind the eye) is
a distinguishing feature, since other Allosaurus
species do have a noticeable protrusion there.
Essentially, A. anax seems to be a robust, long-
skulled Allosaurus that evolved to a larger body
size late in the Jurassic.

With this reclassification, Allosaurus anax joins
the ranks of known Allosaurus species (which
include A. fragilis from North America and A.
jimmadseni from Utah/Wyoming, among others).
It effectively replaces “Saurophaganax maximus”
in the scientific record. The name

Saurophaganax, under this new view, is considered
a nomen dubium — a “dubious name” — because its
type specimen (the misidentified vertebra) can’t
reliably be linked to any single species of dinosaur.
In other words, since the type fossil is actually from
a sauropod and not diagnostic of a unique predator,
the genus Saurophaganax has no leg to stand on.
The true predator once called Saurophaganax is now
Allosaurus anax, and the extra sauropod bones await
further study to see if they might even represent a
new herbivore species of their own.

The revelation that Saurophaganax was a chimera
and not a real single species has major implications
in paleontology. For one, it corrects the scientific
record: a famous dinosaur has essentially been
demoted from the status of distinct genus. This
kind of reclassification is not unheard of — there
have been other cases of misidentified or composite
fossils in the past — but it’s quite significant given
Saurophaganax’s prominence. Co-author Dr. Daniel
Barta noted, fossils discovered decades ago can still
reveal new secrets with fresh analysis. “I hope this
finding brings further attention to museums and
their collections as powerful engines of scientific
discovery,” Barta said.

HOSTED BY DREW COBB

Weekdays 6am - 8am
| lln =" | | H | I SiatAt,
KKZUFM.COM 95.5 HD3

Even many years after excavation, new technology
and perspectives can overturn long-held assumptions.

For the community of dinosaur enthusiasts and
researchers, the response has been mixed. On one
hand, many were excited that a new giant Allosaurus
species (A. anax) has been described — it adds to our
understanding of Jurassic predators and suggests
Allosaurus was even more diverse than previously
known. On the other hand, there’s a touch of sadness
or nostalgia in seeing the name “Saurophaganax”
fade into obscurity.

Saurophaganax had a bit of a cult following as the
“big allosaur” and was even featured in museums,
merchandise, and media. Some paleontology fans
were disappointed to learn that their beloved “lord
of the lizard-eaters” was essentially being absorbed
into Allosaurus.

The consensus emerging in 2025 is that
Saurophaganax as a standalone genus is no longer
valid. The community is adapting to the change:
already some museum displays and educational
materials are being updated to reflect Allosaurus
anax instead of Saurophaganax.

The skull of a mounted Saurophaganax (now
reclassified) is on display at the Sam Noble
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History. This
specimen showcases the allosaurid features of the
animal’s skull — large jaws with serrated teeth and
openings (fenestrae) in the bones — which always
indicated its close relation to Allosaurus. With the
new research, museums may relabel such displays
to Allosaurus anax, though the imposing presence of
the fossil mount remains unchanged. Saurophaganax
or not, this Jurassic predator was an impressive
creature.

A very public aspect of this reclassification is its
impact on Oklahoma’s state fossil. Saurophaganax
has been the official state fossil for a quarter of a
century, used as a point of state pride in education
and tourism. Understandably, news that “the
state fossil never actually existed as we thought”
has caused a stir. Oklahoma’s legislation named
Saurophaganax maximus in 2000 based on the
belief it was a one-of-a-kind super-predator
from the state’s soil. Now that scientists argue
Saurophaganax is not a valid genus, what does that
mean for the title of state fossil?

At the moment, there haven’t been any formal
moves by the state government to change the
designation. Andy Danison himself has said he’s
unlikely to petition for a new state fossil, since
the name Saurophaganax still refers to the same
collection of bones even if the classification
changes. It’s a tricky situation: the bones are real
and they were found in Oklahoma, but calling them
“Saurophaganax” is scientifically outdated.

For now, Oklahoma’s state fossil remains
“Saurophaganax maximus” on the books. It’s
possible that, in time, the legislature might amend
the listing to Allosaurus anax or choose to keep the
Saurophaganax name for tradition’s sake. Similar
situations have occurred in other states when
scientific names changed (for example, Colorado’s
state fossil name was changed when Brontosaurus
was considered invalid, then that genus was later
resurrected — a rollercoaster for lawmakers!). For
Saurophaganax fans, the giant predator is still there
in the record.

In the end, while the name Saurophaganax may
be retired in scientific circles, its legacy lives on.
The towering skeletal mounts and artistic depictions
originally meant for “Saurophaganax” will now be
celebrated under a new name. The creature itself
— a giant, elephant-weight carnivore with slicing
teeth and a powerful build — remains every bit as
fascinating. Only now, we have a clearer picture
of what it was, and what it wasn’t. In a sense,
Saurophaganax isn’t gone; it has been rediscovered.
Science has pulled back the curtain to reveal the
truth behind the legend: a case of mistaken identity
resolved, a new dinosaur added to the books, and a
deeper appreciation gained for the prehistoric world
that once was.
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SWOSU Softball won
Saturday's rubber match
against Arkansas Tech 4-2 and in doing so, clinched a
spot in the upcoming 2025 GAC Softball Championship
for the first time since 2019.

The Bulldogs finish the regular season 22-24 overall,
representing the most wins since 2012 when the team
posted a 32-20 mark. They were 10-4 in the month of
April. SWOSU ended 14-19 in conference play dating
back to February.

The Bulldogs will await their final seeding verdict,
depending on the results of Arkansas-Monticello's
series against Southern Nazarene. SWOSU will either
be the No. 7 or 8 seed. If UAM loses any of their three
games against SNU, the Bulldogs will finish as the
seven seed. If UAM sweeps, the Dawgs will be the
eight seed.

On Saturday, SWOSU jumped out to a 1-0 lead in
their first at-bat, led 3-1 after scoring two more in the
fourth, and finished off the day's scoring in the sixth
with another solo run. Leading 4-2 in the seventh, the
Bulldogs hung on to win it as Alexis Taylor stranded
the bases loaded to end the game. Taylor pitched 3.2
innings in relief of Jaycee McKee who threw into the
fourth inning before making her exit.

Chesnie Hewitt set the tone early with a lead off
double to start the game.

Hewitt was small balled over to third before Jadyn
Hook did what was needed for a sacrifice fly to plate
the run.Tech answered in the bottom half.

A two-out double tied the game at 1-1 before the
runner was thrown out trying to extend the extra-base
hit even further to third.

SWOSU loaded the bases in the fourth and got two
runs courtesy of an RBI single from Kaylee Barkley
and another RBI from Emily Wedel.

The Golden Suns answered right back again in their
half of the fourth with one more run. Three straight
ATU singles loaded the bases and chased McKee from
the game. Taylor entered and limited Tech's damage by
allowing just one of those runs to cross.

Katie Boline doubled in a run in the sixth to push the
lead out to 4-2. It allowed additional breathing room
for when things eventually got dicey in the bottom of
the seventh.

The SWOSU lineup finished with seven hits,
compared to Tech's five. Those seven hits came from
four players, three of who had two apiece. Hewitt (2-4),
Hook (2-2), and Boline led the Dawgs on the day.

With SWOSU's season extended, more information
regarding the postseason tournament including dates,
times, and opponent will be forthcoming. Be sure to
follow SWOSU Athletic social media pages and check
www.swosuathletics.com for additional information.

SWOSU Baseball Season Ends to Northwestern

Jon Chidester
SWOSU Media Relations

SWOSU Baseball saw its
2025 season end with the
conclusion of the final conference series against
Northwestern Oklahoma State. The Dawgs fell by
scores of 4-2, 7-3, and 8-4 to the Rangers.

SWOSU ends the 2025 campaign with a 24-23
overall record and 11-21 in conference play. The
All-Conference awards will be announced next
week, prior to play at the GAC Tournament.

Game One - NWOSU 7, SWOSU 3
A six-run seventh inning by Northwestern
spoiled things in the first game of Saturday's action.
SWOSU got a strong start on the mound from Ayden
Page, who threw 5.1 innings of scoreless baseball.
He exited in the sixth inning, getting help from
Jackson Blue who kept the Rangers scoreless.

In the seventh inning, Northwestern racked up
six hits and scored six runs to jump ahead 6-2. Both
teams scored another run prior to the game ending.
SWOSU’s runs came from Eric Foufoulas, Campbell
Sullivan, and Connor Jeffers.
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Foufoulas singled to start the game’s scoring in
the third. Sullivan doubled in the final run in the
ninth to finish 3-for-5 in the game. Jeffers helped
score a run in the fourth inning.

Five of SWOSU’s 11 hits in the game went for
extra bases. The Rangers matched SWOSU with 11
hits, though only two went for extra bases.

Game Two - NWOSU 8, SWOSU 4

The Rangers jumped out to a 4-0 lead after the
first inning and added single runs from the second
through the fifth for their eight runs. SWOSU
couldn't produce a crooked scoring number until
the seventh, when it was too late.

Drew Fifer suffered the loss in 3.0 innings of work.
Tyler Leachner, Greg Ross, and Tyler Fortin threw
productive innings of relief to close the game out.
Ross and Fortin did not allow a run.

Campbell Sullivan and Connor Jeffers both had
two hits apiece. Northwestern got the egde in hits,
10-9, including a two-run home run in the first
inning.
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